
PREFACE 

The accompanyin g draf t Interpretatio n Bil l wa s 
prepared fo r the Commonwealth Secretaria t b y Mr. G.C. Thornton , 
who i s well know n a s the autho r o f Legislative Draftin g 
(Butterworths, London) , a  book use d widely aroun d th e 
Commonwealth. 

The draft seek s t o draw upon th e many existin g 
Interpretation Act s i n Commonwealth jurisdiction s an d t o dra w 
together what i s most usefu l t o provide th e core fo r a model 
Interpretation Bill . A s th e notes suggest , no Interpretatio n 
Bill ca n be drafted i n a vacuum, an d any resultin g Ac t mus t 
inevitably b e designed t o accommodat e loca l matters. 

It i s hoped that thi s model ma y provide a  useful 
starting point fo r a jurisdiction wishin g t o revie w it s 
Interpretation legislation . 

The Secretaria t is , of course, greatly indebte d t o 
Mr. Thornto n fo r his work t o this end . 

Legal Divisio n 
Commonwealth Secretaria t 
April, 198 3 
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