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APPENDIX 

The ke y article s o f legislatio n whic h hav e relevanc e t o soi l conservatio n 
are presente d belo w fo r severa l Caribbea n countries . 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

Forestry Ac t (1941 ) focuse s o n th e preventio n o f deforestatio n an d 
encouragement o f reforestation . I t require s tha t a  permi t b e obtaine d fro m th e 
CFO t o clea r lan d fo r cultivation , pasturag e o r othe r purpose , o r t o cut , lo p o r 
fell an y timbe r o r bur n an y woo d o r charcoa l withi n th e fores t reserve . I t 
empowers th e Governo r Genera l t o declar e an y estat e o r par t thereo f t o b e 
under th e operatio n o f a  reforestatio n scheme , o r t o mak e regulation s fo r th e 
management an d contro l o f activitie s i n th e fores t reserves . Provisio n i s als o 
made fo r compensatio n t o estat e owner s carrying ou t afforestatio n schemes . 

Land Development an d Control Act (1977) provide s for the orderly and 
progressive developmen t o f lan d i n urba n an d rura l area s an d th e preservatio n 
and improvemen t o f th e amenitie s o f suc h areas . I t require s permissio n t o 
develop an y lan d bu t expressl y remove s the developmen t o f lan d fo r agricultura l 
purposes. 

Antigua Agricultural Development Corporation Act (1978) establishe s 
the corporatio n whos e function s ar e t o stimulate , facilitat e an d undertak e th e 
development o f agricultur e i n th e State ; t o develo p an d manage , o n a 
commercial basis , suc h plantation s an d othe r agricultura l lan d a s ma y fro m tim e 
to tim e b e veste d i n it ; an d t o administe r suc h agricultura l developmen t 
schemes. I t define s agricultur e t o includ e forestry , bu t i t doe s no t specif y th e 
requirement fo r goo d husbandr y an d soi l management . 

Agricultural Smal l Holding s Ac t require s tenants o f smal l holdings to 
practise goo d husbandry . 

The Crow n Land s (Regulation ) Ac t (1917 ) entitle s th e competen t 

authority t o establis h condition s fo r th e leas e o f Stat e lands . Thi s ca n 
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therefore b e structure d t o accommodat e th e objective s o f goo d lan d 
management an d managemen t policy . 

Draft Forestr y an d Wildlife Ac t i f enacted into law it will supersede the 
existing Forestr y Ac t (1941) . I t provides , inter  alia,  fo r th e conservation , 
management an d developmen t o f forests ; protectio n o f wate r reserve s an d 
promotion o f prope r soi l and fores t conservatio n practices . 

BARBADOS 

In Barbado s mos t o f th e soi l conservatio n effor t ha s bee n concentrate d 
in th e Scotlan d District . Th e Soi l Conservatio n Uni t (SCU ) establishe d i n 195 7 
to contro l an d revers e soi l erosio n problem s i n th e Scotlan d Distric t i s perhap s 
the bes t institutiona l arrangemen t fo r soi l conservatio n i n th e Caribbean . Th e 
programme i s directe d an d monitore d b y th e Scotlan d Distric t Soi l 
Conservation Boar d comprisin g th e Deput y CA O (Chairman) , Senio r 
Agricultural Officer , Chie f Technica l Director , Genera l Manage r o f th e Wate r 
Authority, Chie f Tow n Planne r an d fou r other s nominate d b y th e MO A t o 
include representative s o f th e agricultura l community . Function s includ e 
advising th e CA O o n lan d utilizatio n t o preven t soi l erosion . Th e CA O afte r 
consultation wit h th e Boar d ma y prepar e conservatio n proposals . Th e lega l 
authority fo r carryin g ou t th e wor k o f th e Uni t wa s provide d b y th e Soi l 
Conservation (Scotlan d District ) Ac t (1958 ) whic h gave wide powers to the 
CAO i n consultatio n wit h th e Soi l Conservatio n Board . Th e 199 1 Soi l 
Conservation (Scotlan d District ) Amendmen t Ac t no w empower s Governmen t 
through th e Boar d t o ente r privat e land s fo r soi l conservation , ca n charg e th e 
owners fo r wor k don e an d ca n restric t o r dictat e th e us e o f th e land . Th e SC U 
is manage d b y a  soi l conservatio n specialis t an d a  deput y an d the y ar e 
supported b y supervisory an d fiel d staff . 

This institutiona l structur e fo r soi l conservatio n shoul d b e considere d a s 
a mode l fo r th e Caribbean . I t ha s th e potentia l fo r integratin g th e input s o f 
relevant technica l sector s an d th e farmin g communit y t o achiev e th e 
multidisciplinary approac h t o soi l conservation . A  successfu l institutiona l 
arrangement require s tha t th e executin g o r responsibl e agenc y b e full y awar e 
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and tha t ther e i s interactio n betwee n th e relevan t Governmen t organizations , 
research an d academi c institution s an d privat e interests . Th e Government s rol e 
would b e management , publi c education , regulatio n an d enforcement ; researc h 
and academi c centre s woul d b e concerne d wit h dat a gathering , informatio n 
processing an d dissemination ; an d th e publi c woul d voic e demand s an d assis t 
in implementatio n an d awareness . Thes e othe r aspect s ca n b e include d i n th e 
Barbados mode l fo r greate r effectiveness . 

The Barbado s Agricultura l Developmen t Corporatio n wa s establishe d t o 
facilitate an d stimulat e agricultura l developmen t an d t o develo p an d manag e 
government plantations . I t provides fo r soi l conservation  withi n th e cora l regio n 
(non-Scotland District ) o f Barbado s b y th e establishmen t o f grassland s an d soi l 
and wate r conservatio n works . 

Specific focu s o n th e environmen t i s bein g initiate d i n som e o f th e 
territories. I n Barbados , a n Environmenta l Uni t i s locate d i n th e Ministr y o f 
Labour, Consume r Affai r an d th e Environment . Proposal s hav e bee n mad e t o 
create a  Departmen t o f th e Environmen t withi n the Ministry . I t would rationalis e 
the curren t divers e institutiona l framewor k fo r environmenta l managemen t an d 
formulate a n Environmenta l Act . 

The othe r legislativ e instrument s whic h pertai n t o agricultur e an d ca n b e 
used t o suppor t th e soi l conservation  effor t are : 

• Cultivatio n o f Tree s Act : promote s an d provide s incentive s fo r 
cultivation o f approve d trees ; 

Tree Preservation Act: prohibits the cutting down of any 
tree o f a  define d siz e without approval ; 

Security of Tenure Small Holding Act: provides for terms of tenure 
and reasonabl e securit y fo r th e tenant s o f lan d 1 0 acre s o r less ; 

Cane Fire s (Prevention ) Act : prohibit s lightin g o f fire s i n 
conservation area s an d th e destructio n o r interferenc e wit h trees , 
shrubs an d plant s i n thes e areas ; 
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Land Acquisitio n Act : Crow n Land s (Vestin g an d Disposal ) Act -
make provisio n i n th e publi c interes t fo r compulsor y acquisition , 
vesting i n th e Crow n o r disposa l o f land ; 

Livestock (Contro l o f Strays ) Act ; Animal Act : cater s for th e 
trespass o f animal s o n lan d an d damag e t o land . 

DOMINICA 

Forest Ordinanc e 1959 , th e origina l fores t legislation , deal s wit h th e 
designation o f fores t reserve s an d th e contro l ove r fores t produce . I t authorise s 
the designatio n o f privat e lan d a s protecte d forest s fo r wate r an d soi l 
conservation an d othe r publi c purposes . Th e Fores t Rule s (1972 ) mad e unde r 
the Ordinanc e specif y th e action s tha t ar e prohibite d i n a  fores t reserv e an d 
give detail s fo r issuin g licence s an d permit s t o harves t fores t produc e (includin g 
timber an d charcoal ) an d fo r clearin g an d cultivatio n i n a  fores t reserve . Th e 
Rules prohibi t an y exploitatio n o f fores t products , squatting , settin g o f fires , 
livestock grazing , lan d clearin g an d huntin g i n al l Fores t Reserves , unles s a 
licence ha s bee n issue d b y th e CFO . 

Land Acquisitio n Ordinanc e give s the Presiden t th e powe r t o acquir e 
any privat e lan d fo r a  publi c purpos e b y makin g a  declaratio n t o tha t effect . A 
Board o f Assessmen t wil l determin e compensatio n i f th e sal e pric e canno t b e 
agreed. 

Crown Lands Ordinance (1960 ) give s power to prevent trespassing and 
contains provisio n fo r th e grant , sale , exchange , an d leas e o f Crow n Lands . 

Water and Sewerage Act (1989) make s provision for a national policy for 
water an d th e grantin g o f exclusiv e licenc e t o th e Dominic a Wate r an d 
Sewerage Compan y (DOWASCO ) fo r th e developmen t an d contro l o f wate r 
supply an d sewerag e facilities . Al l existin g gatherin g ground s shal l eithe r b e 
retained a s fores t reserve s o r protecte d forest s o r b e declare d controlle d areas . 
To protec t gatherin g ground s fro m deforestatio n o r animal s DOWASC O ma y 
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request th e Ministr y o f Financ e o r Ministr y o f Healt h t o tak e action , o r restrain , 
impound o r shoo t suc h animals . 

Town an d Countr y Plannin g Ac t o f 197 5 i s the substantive plannin g 
and developmen t legislation . Subjec t t o exemption s mad e b y th e Minister , 
planning permissio n i s required fo r an y lan d development , excludin g th e us e fo r 
agricultural purposes . Zonin g o f lan d fo r variou s form s o f agricultura l 
development i s needed. Currently , unsuitabl e area s are bein g farme d whil e mor e 
suitable land s ar e underutilized . 

The Developmen t an d Plannin g Corporatio n Ac t o f 197 2 create s a 
corporation t o b e responsibl e fo r physica l planning . It , however , doe s no t mee t 
and ha s delegate d it s function s t o a  smal l technica l committe e unde r th e 
Planning Divisio n o f th e Economi c Developmen t Unit , Ministr y o f Planning . 

Dominica Land Management Authority Act of 1973 : the primary purpose 
is to establis h a  Lan d Managemen t Authorit y t o promot e agricultur e an d relate d 
activities. The Ac t is,  however , no t i n use . 

Agricultural Smal l Tenancie s Ordinanc e o f 195 3 cover s tenancies of 
cultivated an d pastur e lan d unde r 1 0 acre s bu t mor e tha n 0. 5 acres . I t list s th e 
several natura l resourc e relate d condition s t o whic h th e tenan t mus t agre e e.g . 
good husbandr y t o includ e soi l conservation , an d fertilit y maintenance . Th e 
Ordinance i s not apparentl y i n use . 

GRENADA 

The Forest, Soil and Water Conservation Ordinance 194 9 amende d by 
The Forest, Soil and Water Conservation (Amendment) Act (1984) provide s for 
watershed protection , permanen t reservatio n o f lands , designatio n o f prohibite d 
areas an d procedure s agains t squattin g an d illega l grazing . I t provide s fo r th e 
declaration o f land s othe r tha n Stat e land s t o b e protecte d forest . Th e Ac t als o 
provides fo r th e appointmen t o f a  Chie f Forestr y Office r responsibl e fo r th e 
management o f al l lands belongin g t o th e State . 
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The fores t polic y whic h wa s followe d unti l 1984 , addresse d issue s 
relating t o fores t reservation , fores t management , utilization , research , 
education, privat e forestry , fores t industrie s an d recreation . Fores t reservatio n 
proposes permanen t preservatio n o f a  tre e cro p cove r o n suc h area s o f lan d a s 
are require d fo r th e preventio n o f soi l erosio n an d flooding , an d th e 
preservation o f wate r supplies . I t als o propose s land s tha t ar e unsuitabl e fo r 
agriculture t o b e exploite d fo r th e economi c productio n o f timbe r crops . 

The Lan d Developmen t (Control ) Ac t 196 8 amende d b y The Lan d 
Development Contro l (Amendment) Law of 198 3 relate s to the carrying out of 
building, engineerin g an d minin g o r othe r operation s o n an y land . I t i s broa d 
enough t o encompas s silvicultur e bu t no t agriculture . A  draf t agricultura l lan d 
development polic y whic h make s recommendatio n o n a  rang e o f issue s 
addressing th e protection , us e an d developmen t o f agricultura l lan d an d lan d 
zoning, i s unde r consideratio n b y th e Government . Approva l o f th e polic y i s a 
necessary precurso r t o th e formulation , approva l an d implementatio n o f 
legislation fo r th e developmen t o f agricultura l lands . 

The Nationa l Wate r an d Sewerag e Authorit y (NWASA ) Ac t 199 0 
established NWAS A wit h ful l powe r an d authorit y ove r al l waters . Sectio n 3 8 

requires catchmen t area s t o b e retaine d a s fores t reserve s an d impose s o n th e 

CFO th e responsibilit y fo r thei r protection , conservation  an d maintenance . 

The othe r relevan t legislativ e instrument s are : 

Agricultural Fire s Act: requires a licence to set fires; 

Agricultural Smal l Tenancies Ordinance: defines the rules of good 
husbandry an d observ e th e rules ; 

The Crown Lands Ordinance: establishe s the 
conditions fo r th e alienatio n o f Stat e lands . 
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JAMAICA 

The Watershed s Protectio n Act 196 3 wa s enacted in 196 3 to provide 
for th e protectio n o f watershed s an d adjoinin g areas . I t establishe d a 
Watershed Protectio n Commissio n wit h powe r t o acquire , hol d an d dispos e o f 
property an d t o d o al l thing s necessar y fo r th e purpos e o f th e Act . I t 
empowered th e Commissio n t o undertak e watershe d work . Betwee n 196 3 an d 
1974, area s t o b e treate d an d work s t o b e undertake n ha d t o b e declare d fo r 
approval b y the Commission . 

In 1974 , th e Natura l Resource s Conservatio n Divisio n (NRCD ) o f th e 
Ministry o f Agricultur e an d Forestr y wa s establishe d an d i n Jun e 199 1 "Th e 
Natural Resources Conservation Authority (NRCA) Act" wa s enacted to amend 
the 196 3 Act . I n 198 3 al l 3 3 watershed s i n Jamaic a wer e mad e 'declare d 
watersheds' s o tha t wor k coul d procee d i n al l of them , an d i n 1985 , NRC D was 
required t o undertak e purel y investigatio n an d monitoring . Th e investigatio n 
was t o b e carrie d ou t i n conjunctio n wit h th e Forestr y Departmen t whic h woul d 
undertake implementation . 

The ne w Ac t o f 199 1 i s wide r an d provide s fo r Environmenta l Impac t 
Assessment (EIA) . Ther e i s als o provisio n fo r increase d penaltie s an d stricte r 
monitoring t o contro l suc h activitie s a s charcoa l burning , minin g o f san d an d 
marl, an d logging . However , lac k of staf f fo r enforcement , deficienc y i n training , 
public awareness , an d educatio n ar e majo r shortcomings . 

The Rura l an d Physica l Plannin g Divisio n (RPPD ) o f th e Ministr y o f 
Agriculture i s th e custodia n o f agricultura l land s an d a n importan t agenc y fo r 
ensuring appropriat e lan d use . I t undertake s lan d refor m usin g th e physica l 
capability o f th e lan d a s th e mai n criteria . I t update s th e dat a bas e o f lan d 
resource an d provide s dat a t o man y source s concerne d wit h lan d use . 

The Soi l Conservatio n Departmen t (SCD ) was establishe d i n th e Ministr y 
of Agricultur e i n 197 3 unde r th e 7  yea r FA O projec t entitle d "Forestr y 
Development and Watershed Management in the Upland Regions" which began 
in 196 8 (FAO , 1990) . I n 1980 , th e SC D was amalgamated wit h Forestr y a s the 
Forestry an d Soi l Conservatio n Department . 
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Land Authoritie s (LA ) ar e als o importan t institutiona l arrangement s fo r 
carrying ou t soi l conservation . The y hav e conducte d soi l conservation o n publi c 
and privat e land s i n collaboration wit h SC D (FAO , 1983) . 

ST. KITIS 

The National Conservation and Environmental Protection Act (NCEPA) 
1 9 8 7 i s the centr e piec e o f federa l legislativ e regulatio n o f forestr y matter s an d 
provides fo r th e establishmen t o f protecte d area s e.g . nationa l parks , natur e 
reserves, marin e reserves , botani c gardens , histori c an d sceni c sites . I t deal s 
particularly wit h Forestry , Soi l an d Wate r Conservatio n i n si x section s and , i n 
this regard , it : 

prohibits cuttin g an d fellin g o f timbe r withou t th e consen t o f th e Directo r 

of Agriculture ; 

confers powe r o n th e Ministe r i n consultatio n wit h th e Nationa l 
Conservation Commissio n (NCC ) to mak e regulation s fo r 

establishment o f fores t reserve s an d th e prohibitio n o f th e grazin g 
of livestoc k i n suc h reserves ; 

national exploitatio n o f fores t resources ; 

conservation o f threatened specie s o f flora ; 

promotion o f reforestation ; 

regulation o f charcoa l burning ; 

procedures an d exemption s i n regar d t o fellin g o r cuttin g o f 
timber. 

NCEPA mandate s th e Ministe r o f Developmen t i n consultatio n wit h th e NC C 
to "provide  regulations  for  soil  conservation  including  the  identification  and 
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protection of  critical  watershed  areas  and  natural  drainage  systems  and  the 
encouragement of  scientific  farming  techniques  by  means  of  physical  and 
biological soil conservation  designed  to  prevent soil  erosion11. 

All ghaut s (natura l drainag e channels ) declare d a  protecte d are a ar e "t o 
be managed  in  the public interest  as  stable and  production natural  drainage 11, 
with ancillar y powe r o f th e Minister , i n consultatio n wit h th e NCC , t o mak e 
regulations requirin g "special  land  use  rehabilitation,  management  and 
conservation measures". 

NCEPA directl y prohibit s withou t requirin g th e makin g o f regulations , 
unauthorized cultivation , cutting , burnin g o r clearin g o f lan d o r vegetation , 
grazing o f livestock , constructio n o f structures , remova l o f san d i n an y are a o f 
special concern . 

With regar d t o wate r resources , NCEP A require s th e Ministe r i n 
consultation wit h th e NC C an d th e Wate r Board s t o mak e regulation s t o 
conserve an d develo p th e nation' s wate r resource s o r reduc e soi l erosio n an d 
thereby mee t th e presen t an d futur e wate r need s fo r domestic , agricultural , 
commercial, industria l an d othe r beneficia l uses . I t provide s fo r th e donatio n o r 
exchange o f lan d o f a n owne r fo r designatio n a s a  protecte d area , an d fo r th e 
prohibition o f unauthorize d wilfu l damag e t o an y tree , shru b o r gras s plante d o r 
laid out . Finally , NCEP A prohibit s th e unauthorize d deposi t o f waste , rubbis h 
or litte r i n a  protecte d are a o r fores t reserve . 

The extensiv e regulation-makin g power s o f NCEP A ar e ye t t o b e 
exercised excep t i n relatio n t o th e Brimston e Hil l Fortres s Nationa l Par k 
Regulations 1991 . Regulation s t o suppl y th e detaile d prescription s o f th e Ac t 
have no t bee n enacted . Thi s Ac t ha s th e promis e o f becomin g a  mode l fo r th e 
other Caribbea n States . 

A majo r omissio n o f th e NCEP A i s th e failur e t o gran t permissio n t o 
enter estat e owner' s lan d t o execut e require d work s withou t th e owner' s 
consent. Ther e i s also n o ta x waive r o n lan d bein g reforested . Thes e provision s 
were include d i n th e Forestr y Ordinanc e o f 190 4 whic h wa s repeale d b y th e 
NCEPA. 
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The multiplicit y o f othe r legislativ e instrument s i n St.  Kitt s relat e t o lan d 
tenure, lan d use , an d agricultura l development . Thes e instrument s ca n b e 
summarised a s follows : 

Land Tenure 

• Th e Limitatio n Ac t -  provide s fo r a  tim e limi t fo r acquirin g possessor y 
title t o land ; 

• Th e Prescriptio n Ac t -  provide s fo r a  tim e perio d fo r th e acquisitio n o f 
easements o f wate r o r watercourse o r us e o f water ; 

• Th e Lan d Acquisitio n Ac t -  provide s fo r compulsor y acquisitio n o f lan d 
by the Crown ; 

• Th e Titl e by Registration Act . 

Land Use 

Some of the relevant legislation include NCEPA, The Town an d Countr y 
Planning Act , The Agricultural Developmen t Act , The Lan d Developmen t 
(Control) Act, The Building Act, The Planting of Sugar Canes Prohibition Act, 
The Frigate Bay Development Corporation Act, The SouthEast Peninsula Land 
Development and Conservation Act. 

Agricultural Development 

The dominanc e an d histor y o f agricultur e i n th e econom y o f St.  Kitt s i s 
evidenced b y muc h statutor y regulatio n o f agriculture . Ther e ar e a t leas t 1 2 
Acts whic h dea l wit h agricultura l activit y bu t non e o f th e Act s addresse s soi l 
conservation specifically . Ther e i s nee d t o revis e th e multiplicit y o f statute s i n 
order t o eliminat e duplicatio n an d overla p o f jurisdictio n an d t o clarif y th e 
hierarchy o f decision-makin g authorit y wher e duplicatio n i s unavoidable . 
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ST. LUCIA 

The majo r relevan t legislatio n relatin g t o agricultura l lan d managemen t i s 

as follows : 

The Land Conservation and Improvement Act which empowers its Board 
to inter alia (1 ) advise the o n matter s relating to the genera l supervisio n o f lan d 
and wate r resources ; (2 ) advis e th e Developmen t Contro l Authorit y an d an y 
other agenc y involve d i n lan d us e o n matter s concernin g lan d conservatio n an d 
improvement an d (3 ) offer , i n conjunctio n wit h governmen t agencies , technica l 
advise i n field an d lan d management t o lan d owners and/or occupiers . 

The Agricultural Smal l Tenancy Act which is restricted to land not more 
than fiv e acre s i n on e o r mor e parcels . Thi s area o f lan d coul d b e controlle d fo r 
proper soi l an d wate r conservatio n practices . Th e tenan t i s require d t o follo w 
good husbandr y practice s define d generall y t o mea n th e applicatio n o f 
measures fo r soi l conservation , maintenanc e o f soi l fertility an d th e preservatio n 
of th e capita l valu e o f the holding . 

Forest, Soi l and Water Conservation Ordinance: under this amendment 
act, ther e ar e possibl e incentive s t o encourag e th e allocatio n o f privat e land s 
for protecte d forest . Complianc e wit h th e rule s b y owner s o f th e protecte d 
forest entitle s th e owne r t o remissio n o f an y lan d ta x tha t ma y exis t an d 
monetary compensatio n o r compensatio n b y exchange o f land . 

The Crow n Lan d Ac t which authorise s th e Governmen t t o mak e rule s 
and regulation s concernin g th e sale , occupatio n an d allocatio n o f governmen t 
lands. Th e Forestr y Departmen t ha s draw n u p a  polic y fo r Crow n lands , whic h 
was revise d b y th e managemen t o f th e CID A Forestry Projec t an d submitte d t o 
Cabinet. 

The Town and Country Planning Act which is a broad policy instrument 
in term s o f lan d developmen t an d doe s no t specif y th e developmen t o f far m 
lands. 
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The Wate r and Sewerage Authorit y Act which is concerned with water 
conservation an d protectio n o f wate r gatherin g grounds . Unde r thi s ne w Ac t 
the Authorit y ma y reques t th e Chie f Forestr y Office r t o tak e actio n t o protec t 
any wate r gatherin g ground s tha t ma y appea r seriousl y threatene d b y 
deforestation. 

While the abov e polic y instrument s ma y have serve d a s a  usefu l mean s of 
achieving thei r state d objectives , the y ar e onl y broa d polic y measure s an d ar e 
not specifi c t o th e utilizatio n an d managemen t o f agricultura l lands . I t i s 
therefore eviden t tha t a  polic y o n agricultura l an d managemen t i s o f utmos t 
importance. 

An Act entitled "Lan d Conservation an d Improvemen t Act , 1987 " to 
provide fo r lan d conservatio n an d th e establishmen t o f a  Lan d Conservatio n 
Board wa s place d befor e Parliamen t a s a  Bil l but ha s no t bee n passe d a s yet . I t 
is believe d tha t th e politica l implication s o f th e Ac t an d th e proposal s fo r 
formulating an d implementin g Protectio n Order s ma y b e obstacles . Th e 
proposed Ac t i s fairl y comprehensiv e an d woul d provid e fo r prope r lan d us e 
and th e protectio n agains t soi l erosio n an d othe r form s o f lan d degradation . 

ST. VINCENT  AND THE  GRENADINES 

Ring's Hil i Enclosure Act 179 1 an d Land Acquisition Act 194 7 bot h 
empower th e competen t authoritie s t o acquir e lan d fo r publi c purpos e subjec t 
to compensation . 

The Agricultur e Ac t 195 4 require s owners to practic e good  husbandry , 
which ha s bee n expresse d t o involv e th e terracin g o f stee p land , soi l 
conservation an d preservatio n o f vegetativ e cove r an d forest s o n slope s an d 
ridges. Th e Ac t authorize s th e CA O to tak e ove r th e supervisio n o f agricultura l 
land wheneve r th e owner/occupie r i s no t perceive d t o b e practisin g goo d 
husbandry. 

The Agricultura l Smal l Tenancie s Ac t 195 7 regulate s tenancies of 1 0 
acres an d les s an d require s tenant s t o practis e goo d husbandr y i n orde r t o 
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maintain th e capita l valu e o f th e lan d throug h employmen t o f protectiv e an d 
conservationist practices . Thi s Act an d th e previou s one , i f properl y employed , 
can becom e importan t polic y instrument s fo r goo d soi l management . 

Central Water and Sewerage Authority (CWSA) Act 197 8 vest s every 
body o f wate r i n th e Governmen t t o b e hel d i n trus t fo r it s citizens an d confer s 
control o n th e Authority . Th e Ac t identifie s variou s function s o f th e Authority , 
some wit h implication s fo r activitie s i n th e forestr y secto r an d fo r protectio n o f 
the wate r resources . I t empowers th e Authorit y t o purchas e b y privat e treat y o r 
to acquir e compulsoril y an y lan d o r interes t i n land , o r othe r propert y i n 
accordance wit h th e provision s o f th e Lan d Acquisitio n Act . Privat e forest s ca n 
be acquire d fo r watershe d managemen t o r wate r resource s conservation . 

Crown Land s Ac t an d Regulation s 198 3 pertai n t o th e declaration , 
reservation an d protectio n o f Crow n Lands . 

Forestry Resourc e Conservatio n Ac t 199 2 make s provisio n fo r th e 
establishment o f a  Forestr y Departmen t heade d b y a  Directo r wit h specifie d 
functions whic h relat e t o th e conservation , managemen t an d developmen t o f 
forestry. I t clearl y require s th e Directo r t o promot e agroforestr y i n agricultur e 
and prope r soi l an d wate r conservatio n practices , an d t o prepar e a t interval s 
not exceedin g te n year s a  nationa l fores t resource s conservatio n plan . Th e Ac t 
declares certai n area s fores t reserve s an d empower s th e competen t Ministe r t o 
declare othe r area s fores t reserve s fo r th e sustaine d productio n o f timbe r an d 
water, th e conservatio n o f soil s an d th e preservatio n o f flor a an d fauna . Th e 
Minister i s accorde d powe r t o regulat e o r prohibi t th e us e o f chemica l o r 
organic compound s use d fo r agriculture ; t o contro l soi l erosio n an d 
sedimentation; t o establis h standard s an d lan d classificatio n system s t o guid e 
land us e i n erosion-pron e areas ; t o manag e an d protec t wate r resources , 
watersheds, stream s an d rivers . 

The Tow n an d Countr y Plannin g Ac t 199 2 repeal s The Tow n an d 
Country Plannin g Ac t 1 9 7 6 an d i s designe d t o enabl e th e orderl y an d 
progressive developmen t o f land , th e prope r plannin g o f tow n an d countr y 
areas, an d th e contro l o f developmen t includin g chang e o f lan d use . Th e Ac t 
establishes th e Physica l Plannin g an d Developmen t Board . Th e Boar d ma y 
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prohibit th e destructio n o f trees , forest s an d woodland s an d ha s th e powe r t o 
require th e submissio n o f environmenta l impac t assessments . 

Implementation of Legislation 

It i s eviden t tha t al l territorie s hav e adequat e legislatio n an d institutiona l 
arrangements whic h provid e th e polic y framewor k fo r regulatin g soi l 
conservation an d othe r aspect s o f soi l management . Th e deficiencies , 
limitations an d constraint s t o th e implementatio n o f legislatio n are : 

(i) multiplicit y o f legislatio n wit h overlappin g jurisdictio n an d n o clea r 
hierarchy o f authority ; 

(ii) failur e t o develo p regulation s t o giv e effec t t o th e legislation ; 
(iii) inadequat e penaltie s fo r breache s o f th e legislatio n whic h d o no t dete r 

violation; 
(iv) lac k o f politica l wil l to implemen t becaus e o f politica l expediency ; 
(v) failur e t o provid e adequat e budgetar y allocation s t o suppor t 

implementation; 
(vi) inadequat e technicall y trained staf f t o monito r an d enforc e complianc e 

with th e legislation ; 
(vii) inadequat e an d insufficien t educationa l programme s an d publi c 

awareness activities ; 
(viii) lac k o f incentive s to farmer s t o encourag e compliance ; 
(ix) nee d fo r technica l assistanc e t o farmer s i n tree cro p cultivation , soi l 

conservation an d othe r soi l managemen t techniques , cro p productio n 
and marketing . 

Existing legislatio n ca n addres s a  rang e o f activitie s whic h influenc e soi l 
conservation e.g . illega l fires , fores t preservation , squatting , uncontrolle d 
grazing, poo r cro p husbandr y practices . Th e legislativ e framewor k exists . 
However, th e implementatio n o f th e legislation , managemen t planning , an d soi l 
conservation technolog y appropriat e fo r th e Caribbea n ar e require d fo r 
successful soi l conservation . Appropriat e soi l conservatio n technolog y an d th e 
methods o f implementatio n ar e presente d i n Volume II. 
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