
Preface 

The f o u r t h j u d i c i a l colloquium t o consider i n t e r n a t i o n a l human 
r i g h t s norms was convened by the Hon Mohammed B e l l o , CON, Chief 
J u s t i c e of N i g e r i a , i n Abuja, N i g e r i a , from 9-12 November 1991. 
I t was the l a r g e s t g a t h e r i n g of s e n i o r Commonwealth judges i n 
t h i s s e r i e s of meetings. 
As on e a r l i e r occasions, the Abuja colloquium was concerned w i t h 
the development of i n t e r n a t i o n a l jurisprudence i n human r i g h t s 
and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , w i t h the domestic a p p l i c a t i o n of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s norms. The i n a u g u r a l s e s s i o n i n 1988 
produced what has become known as the Bangalore Principles, a 
concluding statement of t h a t meeting which seeks t o chart the way 
forward f o r judges throughout the Commonwealth and p o i n t i n g 
them i n the d i r e c t i o n of a c o n s i s t e n t and c r e a t i v e development 
of human r i g h t s jurisprudence. With s i m i l a r o b j e c t i v e the second 
colloquium i n 1989 produced the concluding statement now known as 
the Harare Declaration of Human Rights, and the t h i r d colloquium 
i n 1990 the Banjul Affirmation. The t e x t s of a l l these 
concluding statements appear i n t h i s r e p o r t from page ... 

The colloquium i n Abuja considered a number of p r e s e n t a t i o n s on 
the developing body of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s j u r i s p r u d e n c e 
r e l a t i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y t o the a p p l i c a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights and on Economic S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the European Convention on Human Rights and 
the A f r i c a n Charter on Human and Peoples' R i g h t s . P a r t i c u l a r 
note was taken of remarkable i n t e r n a t i o n a l and n a t i o n a l events 
having important human r i g h t s i m p l i c a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government d e c l a r a t i o n i n 1991 g i v i n g 
s p e c i a l emphasis t o democracy, human r i g h t s , accountable 
government, independence of the j u d i c i a r y and the r u l e of law. 

The s p e c i a l importance of the Abuja colloquium was i t s s t r o n g 
endorsement and c o n f i r m a t i o n of the Bangalore Principles, and 
the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of p r a c t i c a l measures f o r t h e i r 
implementation. The t e x t of the 1991 concluding statement, known 
as the Abuja Confirmation, appears at page ... of t h i s r e p o r t . 
In Abuja, Commonwealth judges a l s o c a l l e d f o r the establishment 
of a Commonwealth J u d i c i a l Human R i g h t s A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the 
furtherance of t h e i r concerns and work i n t h i s area. 
L i k e a l l previous c o l l o q u i a , the Abuja one was organised j o i n t l y 
by the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t and I n t e r i g h t s , w i t h funding from 
the Ford Foundation. Sincere g r a t i t u d e i s expressed t o the Ford 
Foundation f o r i t s c o n t i n u i n g and generous support. 
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