
CHAPTER 1 
• • • 

Political Background 

Kenya achieved independence on 12 December 1963 with Jomo Kenyatta as the 
first Prime Minister and later President when Kenya became a republic in 1964. 
Prior t o independence tw o nationa l politica l partie s ha d emerge d t o contes t 
elections i n 1961 , namely th e Keny a Africa n Nationa l Unio n (KANU ) and th e 
Kenya Africa n Democrati c Union (KADU) . KANU was victorious in this election 
and agai n a t th e 196 3 pre-independence electio n t o a  bicamera l legislature . 
Shortly afte r independenc e i n 1964 , KAD U dissolved itsel f an d merge d wit h 
KANU. President Daniel arap Moi was at that time a deputy leader of KAD U and 
with the merger became Vice-President o f KANU . 

In 1965, dissident members of KANU broke away to form the Kenya People' s 
Union (KPU ) under the leadership of Jaramogi Oginga Odinga. In 1969, the KPU 
was banned and Kenya for al l practical purposes became a one-party state. In 
the sam e yea r th e House o f Representative s an d th e Senat e wer e merge d t o 
form a  unicameral Nationa l Assembly . 

When Jom o Kenyatt a die d i n 1978 , h e wa s succeede d b y KANU' S Vice -
President, Mr Moi. In May 1982, the Government amended the Constitution to 
make Kenya a de jure one-party state. In 1991, a campaign for the restoration of 
a multi-part y politica l syste m wa s initiate d b y prominen t Kenya n politica l 
personalities. This gathered momentum wit h the formation i n August 1991 of 
the Forum for the Restoration of Democracy (FORD) , which united initially fo r 
little more than opposition to the Government of President Moi. Subsequently, 
under th e pressure o f competing prominen t politica l personalities FOR D spli t 
into thre e politica l parties . A t th e Commonwealt h Head s o f Governmen t 
Meeting i n Harar e i n Octobe r 1991 , President Mo i emphasise d tha t single -
party democrac y ha d serve d Keny a wel l bu t a t th e sam e tim e indicate d a 
willingness t o consider th e gradual reintroductio n o f a  multi-party system . 

It wa s agains t thi s immediat e backgroun d tha t i n Decembe r 199 1 th e 
Government o f Keny a decide d t o begin th e proces s o f transitio n t o a  multi -
party system, and formally initiated this change with the repeal of Section 2A 
of th e Constitutio n b y whic h Keny a ha d bee n transforme d int o a  one-part y 
state. 

The requirements for a political party to register under the Kenya Societie s 
Act are that the party must have a constitution, officers and a specific minimum 
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number of members. Nine parties were so registered, while the applications of 
three were rejected: Th e Islamic Party of Kenya (IPK) , the Green Party and th e 
Green Part y o f Africa . Th e IPK , whic h ha s a  substantia l membership , wa s 
rejected on the grounds o f being a religious group subject to foreign interest s 
and als o because i t was deeme d t o be a threat to national security . The othe r 
two wer e turne d dow n fo r 'securit y reasons' . The Registrar-Genera l appar -
ently had a wide latitude within which to accept o r reject a party's application . 

At the onset of the nominations process , seven opposition politica l partie s 
(three of which trace their origins to the Forum for the Restoration of Democ-
racy) emerged t o contes t the Presidential , Parliamentar y an d Civi c election s 
along with KANU , the rulin g party . Th e followin g eigh t politica l partie s con -
tested al l three elections : 

1. Keny a African National Union (KANU ) led by Presiden t Daniel arap Moi ; 
2. Th e Democrati c Part y o f Keny a le d b y M r Mwa i Kibaki , a  forme r Vice -

President of Kenya and former Minister of Finance and of Health in the Moi 
Government; 

3. FORD -Asili led by M r Kennet h Matiba , als o a  former Ministe r i n both th e 
Kenyatta and Moi Governments. As the name suggests, FORD-Asili (meaning 
FORD original) i s one of the three partie s whic h emerge d fro m th e origina l 
FORD; 

4. FORD-Keny a le d b y M r Jaramog i Oging a Odinga , a  prominen t figur e i n 
Kenyan politics since before independence , and a  founding membe r of th e 
original FORD , from whic h thi s party is also derived ; 

5. Keny a Nationa l Congres s (KNC ) le d b y M r Titu s Mbathi , als o a  forme r 
Cabinet Minister, and the third of the three parties formed from the original 
FORD; 

6. Keny a National Democratic Alliance (KENDA ) led by Mr Mukaru Ng'ang'a ; 
7. Keny a Socia l Congress (KSC ) led by Mr George Anyona ; 

8. Part y fo r Independen t Candidate s o f Keny a (PICK ) le d b y M r Otien o 
Otwera. 

By th e tim e o f th e elections , th e first  fou r o f th e abov e partie s an d thei r 
respective leaders had emerged as the major contenders in the Presidential and 
Parliamentary elections, with all four claiming to have a solid national base on 
which t o build electio n victories . 
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