
Chapter 5 

The Poll and Count 
The Poll 

Polling wa s du e t o tak e plac e ove r a  two-wee k period , betwee n 1 4 an d 2 8 June. I n som e 
provinces i t was schedule d fo r on e da y onl y -  fo r instance , o n 1 6 June i n the Nationa l Capita l 
District, coverin g th e capita l Por t Moresby , an d o n 1 7 June i n th e secon d city , Lae . I n th e 
Highlands, accountin g fo r aroun d hal f th e population , votin g i n th e Wester n Highland s 
Province was du e t o take place o n 1 6 June, in Simb u an d th e Easter n Highland s o n 1 8 June, i n 
the Souther n Highland s o n 2 1 June an d i n Eng a Provinc e o n 2 3 June. Elsewher e votin g wa s 
staggered throughou t th e electio n fortnight , wit h team s o f electio n official s movin g fro m plac e 
to place , though a t an y on e pollin g boot h i t was planne d tha t votin g woul d tak e plac e o n on e 
day only . 

This arrangemen t enable d th e Electora l Commissio n t o mak e th e bes t us e o f it s limite d 
resources. To have held th e election s o n the sam e da y everywher e woul d hav e require d a  vas t 
increase in the number o f polling teams and th e resources required woul d hav e been immense , 
especially give n th e difficul t terrai n o f muc h o f th e country . I n th e Highland s one-da y votin g 
enabled the security forces to be concentrated fo r maximum effect . 

The Opening of  the Poll 

Our team s wer e i n place severa l day s ahea d o f voting , i n orde r t o familiaris e themselve s wit h 
the provinces t o be covered . On the firs t da y o n which votin g took place in their provinc e the y 
were read y earl y t o observ e th e openin g procedur e a t pollin g booths . However , fe w o f th e 
booths that we visite d opene d a t the scheduled tim e o f 8  a.m. I n some places the official s wer e 
ready bu t the y onl y starte d th e proces s onc e mos t o f th e voter s wer e present . I n man y other s 
either the officials wer e late, essential materials failed t o arrive on time, necessary items (such as 
tables an d othe r furniture ) ha d t o b e foun d o r ther e wa s som e othe r reaso n fo r a  lat e start . 
Sometimes voting started ver y late and in some electorates it could no t begin until the day afte r 
it was du e t o tak e place . On th e first  da y o f th e pollin g perio d delay s i n th e printin g o f ballo t 
papers led to the postponement o f voting in some electorates. 

As time went on more problems were reported. In parts of the country the schedule had to be 
amended an d rearranged . However , eve n wher e thi s allowe d fo r additiona l preparatio n time , 
delays still occurred. Helicopters failed t o turn up on time to take polling teams to remote areas, 
supplies of ballot papers were inadequate an d pollin g booths opened lat e even when they wer e 
only a relatively short distance from Electora l Commission offices i n provincial capitals . 

We note d th e dee p disappointmen t o f voter s i n som e area s wh o ha d turne d ou t i n larg e 
numbers a t th e righ t tim e an d th e righ t plac e i n th e justifiabl e expectatio n tha t th e pollin g 
booths woul d b e ther e too . I t wa s n o surpris e tha t th e voter s wer e no t alway s abl e t o remai n 
calm, patient and forbearing . 

Voting Arrangements 

Everywhere th e proces s wa s transparen t an d i n mos t place s th e procedure s wer e properl y 
implemented. However , ther e wer e marke d variation s i n practic e i n differen t part s o f th e 
country. In some rural area s whole communitie s gathere d an d waited , sometime s fo r very lon g 
periods, then came up one by on e as the names o n the Common Rol l were called out . In other s 
electors were abl e to vote on a  'first-come, first-served ' basis , once their names were found an d 
marked of f o n the Roll. No use appeared t o have been made of the voter number system , unde r 
which a voter can quote a number allowin g ready access to her/his name in the list. 

Each elector' s littl e finge r wa s marke d wit h indelibl e ink , a s a  safeguar d agains t double -
voting. They were eac h handed tw o ballo t paper s -  on e fo r th e electio n o f the MP to represen t 
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Arriving ...an  enthusiastic  group of supporters arriving at a polling booth 

Under scrutiny .. . before voting began Presiding Officers sealed the ballot box in the presence of the candidates' 
representatives, known as 'scrutineers' 



Report of the Commonwealth Observe r Grou p 

On the list... the  one consistent complaint concerned the register, known in Papua New Guinea as the Common 
Roll: here officials search for electors'  names while Commonwealth Observer Group Chairperson Sir  Robin Gray 
looks on 

the electorate i n which th e elector was registere d (know n a s the 'Open Electorate' ) an d anothe r 
for an MP to represent the Province as a whole (known as the 'Provincial Electorate'). It was no t 
obligatory t o take tw o ballo t paper s o r t o mark both . The law prohibite d th e remova l o f ballo t 
papers fro m th e pollin g booth . Eac h ballo t pape r bor e th e name s an d photograph s o f th e 
candidates and , i n th e cas e o f party-endorse d candidates , th e nam e o f thei r part y an d th e 
photograph o f their party leader . Independents wer e identified a s such. Specimen ballot paper s 
are a t Annexes  XI  an d XII.  No t al l wer e printe d properly . I n a t leas t on e cas e mistake s wer e 
made with candidates ' photographs . 

Usually the procedure began with the marking of the register, the application o f indelible in k 
and the presentation o f the ballot papers, though in some places the sequence differed. W e were 
informed o f some cases of double-voting . 

Arrangements an d facilitie s a t th e pollin g booth s varied . Man y booth s wer e wel l equippe d 
and properly lai d out . Others were less impressive. They were almost always sited ou t of doors , 
which mean t tha t th e proces s wa s commendabl y transparen t -  thoug h i t pose d difficultie s 
when i t rained an d relocatio n indoor s wa s impossible , i n which cas e voting sometime s ha d t o 
be suspended . 

The locatio n o f th e booth s wa s no t alway s a s wel l though t ou t a s i t migh t hav e bee n an d 
several of our teams came across instances where there were too many voters per booth - i n one 
case as many a s 1,800. In several places additiona l booths would hav e helped. The employmen t 
of additiona l staff , relevan t t o the number o f electors , would als o have made i t unnecessary fo r 
councillors an d othe r 'helpers ' t o participat e i n th e organisatio n o f th e pollin g process , 
sometimes handlin g ballo t papers . I t would als o have ensure d tha t al l Presiding Officer s coul d 
oversee th e proces s effectively : a t man y pollin g booths we visite d i n th e Highlands , an d som e 
elsewhere, th e Presidin g Office r wa s directl y engage d i n th e mechanic s o f th e proces s an d t o 
that extent was unable to 'preside' effectively . 

Voters generally seeme d t o be not only serious in their motivation an d enthusiasti c abou t th e 
event but als o well aware o f the procedures. The polling booths were in any case  well provide d 
with sampl e ballot paper s an d informatio n notice s - i n pidgin, English and sometime s the loca l 
language -  an d Presidin g Officer s o r loca l leader s i n man y place s addresse d th e voter s t o 
ensure tha t the y kne w th e procedure s whethe r o r no t the y ha d rea d th e posters . However , 
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Deterrence ... indelible ink was used to show that an elector had voted: practice varied, but normally it was applied -
as here in East Sepik - to  the little finger 

voters were sometime s a t the wrong booth an d ha d t o visit severa l in an effor t t o find  th e righ t 
one. We were surprise d t o find tha t there was a  discrepancy betwee n th e lega l provision tha t a 
voter coul d cas t her/hi s ballo t a t an y boot h i n th e electorate , an d th e requiremen t o n th e da y 
that this should be done at a specified booth . 

We noticed tha t i n some place s the rule preventing candidate s fro m displayin g thei r poster s 
very nea r th e pollin g boot h itsel f wa s bein g ignored . However , th e scrutineer s an d th e voter s 
rarely objected . 

The Common Roll 

The on e consisten t complain t concerne d th e Commo n Roll . I t was allege d tha t ther e wa s bot h 
under-registration i n particula r area s an d overal l over-registration . W e wer e tol d o f 'ghost -
names', double registration an d dramati c increases in the size of the Common Rol l in particula r 
electorates. In one electorate the numbers on the roll had increase d by over 50 per cen t since the 
1992 general election . Voters insisted tha t they ha d registere d bu t ha d bee n turned awa y a t th e 
polling booths because their names were not on the Roll. The figures  alon e suggest tha t in some 
parts o f th e countr y investigatio n b y th e Electora l Commissio n an d a n examinatio n o f 
registration procedures are both merited . 

Our ow n observation s durin g th e pollin g perio d reveale d a n extremel y uneve n picture . I n 
the same area i t was possible to find evidenc e of effective registratio n while nearby the opposit e 
was th e case . I t appeare d tha t thi s unevennes s wa s du e t o th e qualit y an d abilit y o f thos e 
responsible fo r compilin g the roll. In some rural area s the Village Recorders had produce d roll s 
which include d al l thos e resident s wh o ha d vote d i n 199 2 as wel l a s th e newl y qualified : th e 
same wa s tru e i n som e urba n areas . I n othe r area s w e cam e acros s peopl e wh o claime d lon g 
residence an d participatio n i n previou s election s bu t wh o wer e no t enrolled . Despit e electio n 
awareness effort s man y peopl e i n senio r positions , som e o f who m playe d a  rol e a s electio n 
officials, wer e unawar e o f th e nee d t o registe r fo r th e genera l election . Pollin g official s tol d u s 
that name s which the y were sur e they ha d submitte d properl y ha d bee n omitte d fro m th e roll . 
In som e o f th e roll s w e sa w name s wer e liste d mor e tha n onc e -  o n occasion s u p t o thre e o r 
four times . Presiding Officer s use d thei r discretio n i n such cases . Some people complaine d tha t 
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X marks the spot... while  in much of the country voting compartments were used and the ballot was genuinely 
secret (above), in parts of the Highlands, for instance, there was no screening and it was not (below) 
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In the box ...all smiles as this voter puts her voting papers in the ballot box: in most places the polling procedures 
were implemented properly - polling  officials were diligent and the people participated eagerly 

their names had bee n s o badly misspelle d o r transcribed a s to be virtually unrecognisable . 
We discovered tha t in some cases Presiding Officers wh o had disallowe d a  large number of 

apparently qualifie d person s fro m votin g (becaus e they were not on the roll) then resorted t o 
the use of the 1992 Roll. This reduced th e number o f rejections. One result o f this was that th e 
time taken to process the voters was extended t o ten or 12 minutes per voter, with consequen t 
delays an d crowding . Thi s ha d a  knock-on effec t int o th e lat e afternoo n an d th e subsequen t 
denial of the vote to persons waiting outside the voting enclosure a t the close of the polls. 

The forma t an d presentatio n o f th e rol l wa s no t unifor m i n styl e o r content . Voter s wer e 
sometimes groupe d i n alphabetica l orde r i n residentia l zone s o r villages . I n othe r case s th e 
listing seeme d t o hav e n o particula r order . Thi s wa s frustratin g fo r th e voter , especiall y i n 
places where 'first-come , first-served'  wa s th e practice , and th e polling official s ha d t o spen d 
a grea t dea l o f tim e tryin g t o fin d names , searchin g fo r the m i n on e bloc k o f name s afte r 
another. Th e patience o f th e peopl e i n these situation s wa s admirable . I n villages th e lac k of 
an alphabetica l orderin g wa s no t suc h a  problem, sinc e voter s wer e calle d u p i n orde r an d 
often appeare d t o be happy t o wait their turn . 

The problem s cause d b y th e organisatio n o f th e rol l wer e compounde d b y th e fac t tha t 
many peopl e i n Papua Ne w Guine a d o no t us e a  uniform famil y name . In urban area s som e 
people claimin g a  vot e appeare d no t t o b e abl e t o recognis e th e addres s wher e the y wer e 
registered. In such case s they were either denie d th e vote or directed t o another booth . It was 
not possibl e t o discove r whethe r th e proble m o f identifyin g voter s wa s du e t o th e fac t tha t 
they were not qualified, wer e confused o r had been misplaced o n the roll. 

Voters by  Group  and  the  Secrecy  of the Ballot 

Illiterate voter s wer e allowe d t o tak e a  helpe r t o th e votin g compartmen t t o assis t them , 
although i n many case s the Presiding Officer , anothe r pollin g officia l o r eve n a  police office r 
performed thi s tas k -  sometime s a t th e insistenc e o f th e scrutineers . Where a  helper assiste d 
the vote r -  fo r instanc e i n rura l areas , where th e number s o f illiterat e voter s wer e greates t -
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we notice d tha t th e sam e perso n sometime s mad e repeate d visit s t o th e pollin g boot h 
accompanied b y a  different vote r each time. This gave rise to the suspicion tha t these helper s 
could hav e bee n workin g fo r a  particular candidat e an d tha t the y were ensurin g tha t voter s 
cast thei r ballo t fo r tha t candidate . I n som e place s mor e tha n on e 'helper ' attempte d t o 
accompany th e voter . Voter s ma y b e wel l awar e tha t the y ar e fre e t o choos e whoeve r the y 
wish t o accompany an d assis t them. However , i t might hel p fo r ther e t o be greate r publicit y 
of this fact before an d on polling day itself. 

The polling official s kep t a  'sex tally ' s o that the y would b e abl e to monitor th e number o f 
voters b y gende r an d thereb y enabl e th e Electora l Commissio n t o kno w whethe r wome n 
were participatin g i n the process a s fully a s men. I t appeared tha t the y were . Women voter s 
turned ou t in large numbers and in many cases there were more female than male voters. 

We wer e als o tol d tha t cla n affiliation s woul d influenc e votin g patterns , wit h ever y 
member expecte d t o suppor t a  particular candidate . Although i t i s clear tha t suc h influence s 
are stronger i n som e places than i n others , there was ofte n stron g circumstantia l evidenc e t o 
suggest tha t traditiona l grou p loyalt y i s stil l a  powerfu l facto r i n election s i n Papu a Ne w 
Guinea. 

While in much of the country the ballot was genuinely secret , in parts of the Highlands, fo r 
instance, i t was not . Voting compartment s o r screen s were no t used , s o voting was no t don e 
in private: the ballot paper was marked a t a table within sight of anyone who cared to watch. 

In som e place s i t was considere d acceptabl e fo r minor s t o vote . While som e official s an d 
voters wer e robus t i n thei r oppositio n t o attempte d under-ag e voting , i n certai n electorate s 
polling official s too k th e vie w tha t thi s wa s permissibl e a s lon g a s th e scrutineer s di d no t 
object and the name of the child in question appeared o n the Common Roll. 

Scrutineers, Polling Officials  and  Police 

Scrutineers, eac h representin g a  particula r candidate , wer e presen t a t al l th e pollin g booth s 
visited. Thei r rol e wa s t o observ e th e proces s an d t o objec t i f procedure s wer e no t bein g 
followed. I n some case s they proved t o be knowledgeable an d vigilant . In others they woul d 
have benefite d fro m mor e thoroug h preparatio n an d training . I n onl y a  fe w case s di d the y 
express dissatisfactio n wit h th e process . In the bes t cases , and ther e were man y o f them , w e 
noted a  good relationship between the scrutineers and the polling staff an d with one another . 

The majority o f Presiding Officer s an d pollin g staf f wer e efficien t an d diligen t eve n whe n 
they wer e unde r grea t pressure . Man y o f the m wer e 'ol d hands ' wit h ver y effectiv e 
techniques, especially in the rural areas . Some officials wer e young, but they learned fas t an d 
their inexperienc e wa s ofte n balance d b y th e presenc e o f othe r experience d officials . I n a 
number o f case s the official s showe d grea t courag e i n resisting pressur e t o allow a  breach of 
procedure, althoug h unfortunatel y i n some - especiall y wher e polic e were no t presen t -  thi s 
was no t th e case . On othe r occasions , the official s seeme d no t t o be awar e tha t irregularitie s 
were taking place . Almost everywher e the voters appeared t o trust them. They often showe d 
great ingenuit y i n makin g ad  hoc arrangements, fo r instanc e i n th e us e o f loca l material s t o 
make improvise d votin g compartments . Excep t i n th e Highlands , wher e man y official s di d 
not eve n wea r badges , pollin g official s wer e easil y identifie d b y thei r T-shirt s (whic h wer e 
marked 'Electio n Official') . 

Security a t polling booths was provided b y on e or more , usually unarmed , polic e officers . 
Mobile team s o f other , armed , officer s -  i n som e area s supporte d b y soldier s o f th e Papu a 
New Guine a Defenc e Forc e -  wer e hel d i n reserv e t o b e deploye d i f required . Th e polic e 
officers w e me t wer e invariabl y helpfu l t o voter s an d Commonwealt h Observer s alike . I n 
most case s the y clearl y enjoye d th e confidenc e o f th e voter s an d wer e effectiv e i n ensurin g 
security for both people and process . 

However, there were not always sufficient polic e to ensure one at every polling booth. An d 
even wher e polic e wer e presen t thi s wa s no t alway s enoug h t o preven t sometime s seriou s 
election offences . W e were informed b y the police that a t this genera l election , a s a t previou s 
ones, ther e wer e instance s o f ballo t boxe s bein g stolen , th e abductio n o f pollin g teams , th e 
destruction o f ballo t paper s an d sometime s seriou s disorder . Suc h incident s wer e wel l 
publicised in the national media . 
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At the  count... an  election official sorts ballot papers by candidate at a count in the Western Highlands (above); the 
progress of the count was recorded ballot box-by-ballot box on blackboards fixed to  the counting centre walls (below) 
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However, wher e th e polic e wer e unabl e t o preven t suc h occurrence s robus t follow-u p 
action wa s undertaken . An d i n area s tha t wer e though t likel y t o b e troublesome , larg e 
contingents o f securit y forc e personne l wer e deploye d a s a  deterrent . Suc h precautionar y 
deployment -  wel l publicised i n advance - helpe d t o ensure greate r cal m on polling day tha n 
might otherwis e hav e bee n expected . W e wer e deepl y impresse d b y th e organisation , 
discipline, professionalis m an d competenc e o f th e polic e an d thei r determinatio n t o uphol d 
the democratic right s o f thei r fello w citizens . We should als o state that th e Group was struc k 
by the contrast , almos t everywhere , betwee n th e imag e o f a  violent Papu a Ne w Guine a an d 
the reality which we experienced . 

The Closure 

The closur e sometime s cam e quit e earl y i n th e day , wit h official s an d scrutineer s takin g th e 
view that i t was unnecessary for the polling booth to remain open when al l the voters on thei r 
list had cas t thei r ballots . At other place s many voter s had stil l to exercise thei r franchise a t 6 
p.m. Often thi s was caused by the late opening, sometimes by the sheer numbers o f voters o n 
the list . Ofte n bot h factor s wer e combined . Alway s thi s occasione d frustration , an d 
sometimes worse , especiall y whe n thos e wh o ha d ye t t o vot e ha d see n member s o f othe r 
clans vote whil e thei r ow n ha d ha d t o wait . Wher e th e number s o f voter s stil l to participat e 
justified i t Presidin g Officer s announce d tha t pollin g woul d continu e th e nex t day . Bu t i n 
some place s Presidin g Officer s di d no t allo w voter s wh o wer e i n th e queu e a t 6  p.m. t o b e 
processed tha t day or the next, in clear contravention o f our understanding of the rules. 

We encountere d fe w objection s t o th e wa y i n whic h th e closur e procedur e wa s 
implemented an d ther e wa s genera l confidenc e tha t th e ballo t boxe s woul d b e wel l looke d 
after between the end o f the poll and the beginning of the count . 

The Coun t 

The count wa s no t conducte d a t the polling booth itsel f bu t a t speciall y designate d countin g 
centres (usuall y i n the provincia l capital , but sometime s i n the distric t headquarter s town) . It 
was only allowe d t o begin once al l the ballot boxes in the electorate were gathere d in . These 
were normally store d a t police station s prio r t o the count . Sometime s large crowd s gathere d 
outside th e police stations , both t o witness th e return o f th e boxes an d t o mount a  vigil unti l 
the coun t began . Crowd s wer e als o t o b e see n outsid e countin g centres , althoug h polic e 
usually managed t o keep them well back when the counting got under way . 

The Procedure 

The boxe s wer e opene d on e a t a  tim e an d th e paper s sorte d firs t int o pile s fo r th e 'Ope n 
Electorate' an d fo r th e 'Provincia l Seat' , an d the n b y candidate . A t al l times th e candidates ' 
scrutineers wer e abl e t o observ e th e proces s a t clos e quarters , an d goo d orde r wa s 
maintained. Th e ballo t paper s wer e counte d an d recounte d t o ensur e tha t ther e wa s n o 
possibility o f erro r an d th e number s fo r eac h candidat e wer e recorde d o n board s linin g th e 
walls of the counting centre . 

Periodically sub-total s were calculated an d th e media informe d o f the progressive tally , so 
that the y coul d i n tur n infor m th e genera l public . Apar t fro m enablin g th e proces s t o be a s 
transparent a s possible , give n tha t th e publi c coul d no t b e admitte d t o th e countin g centr e 
itself, the media' s periodi c bulletins o n the course o f the coun t probabl y ha d a  positive effec t 
in place s wher e anticipatio n o f th e resul t migh t hav e triggere d trouble . The y enable d th e 
supporters o f particula r candidate s t o adjus t t o the likel y outcom e ove r a  period, whic h wa s 
probably a  preferable alternativ e to a sudden announcement . 

Assessment 

All th e count s w e witnesse d wer e thoroug h an d correct , thoug h th e scrupulousnes s o f th e 
procedure, th e limitation s impose d b y th e ofte n smal l siz e o f th e countin g rooms , frequen t 
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suspensions cause d b y challenges fro m vigilan t scrutineer s an d the relatively smal l numbe r 
of counter s employe d mean t tha t th e process too k a  very lon g time . In som e place s i t was 
further prolonge d b y extensiv e break s t o enabl e th e countin g team s t o rest , wherea s 
employment o f additiona l countin g team s coul d hav e enable d th e process t o be continuou s 
and therefor e quicker . Som e o f our Observers wer e concerne d tha t wher e th e counting was 
continuous to o few shift s o f counter s wer e used , s o tha t the y becam e over-tired . Other s 
argued tha t by proceeding a  box at a time the process enable d th e candidates' scrutineer s t o 
detect 'disloyalty ' o n the part o f certain groups o f voters. On the latter poin t we suggest tha t 
the Electora l Commissio n migh t conside r amendin g arrangement s s o tha t th e votin g o f 
particular communitie s canno t b e easil y identified . Thi s migh t b e done , fo r instance , b y 
ensuring tha t th e contents o f ballo t boxe s ar e mixed befor e counting . W e also believ e tha t 
counting mor e tha n on e box at a time would spee d u p the process. In general , however , w e 
were impressed by the count. The counters were efficient an d the process well managed . 

Results 

In eac h provincia l capita l a  centra l 'Tall y Centre ' kep t trac k o f the progress a t eac h count . 
Outside scoreboard s wer e erecte d t o enable th e public t o see al l the result s onc e the y ha d 
been declared . Declaration s wer e sometime s followe d b y seriou s violenc e a s one se t of 
supporters exacte d reveng e on voters believed t o have voted th e 'wrong' way . However, the 
extent of such disturbance s appear s to have been more limited tha n had been feared , eve n in 
areas with a reputation for uproar . 

Comments 

The Electora l Commissio n wa s confronted b y formidable logistica l difficulties . W e were tol d 
that the y ha d receive d les s mone y tha n requeste d an d tha t ther e ha d bee n problem s i n 
transmission of the required amount s on time. This caused last-minut e problems , for instance 
in the hiring of helicopters, the payment of allowances to election officials an d the purchase of 
necessary items . However , thes e factor s d o no t explai n al l th e problem s tha t wer e 
encountered durin g th e polling period . We were disappointe d a t the scale an d effec t o f the 
shortcomings i n plannin g an d organisatio n an d we believe tha t th e Electoral Commissio n 
must conside r its management o f the arrangements in good tim e for the next genera l election . 
It shoul d als o revis e the system o f registration s o that a n accurate Commo n Rol l i s in plac e 
prior t o the next genera l election , o r soone r i f possible , an d improv e arrangement s fo r the 
secrecy o f the ballot, whic h a s we have note d abov e wa s not assure d i n som e part s o f the 
country. 

The Commission shoul d als o have more staff , especiall y a t provincial leve l where i t has to 
rely to o much o n the provincia l administratio n rathe r tha n it s own officers . Inevitably , th e 
organisation o f a  genera l electio n wil l requir e assistanc e fro m provincia l administratio n 
officials. Bu t i t i s absolutel y necessar y tha t th e Commissio n shoul d hav e mor e staff . A t 
headquarters ther e shoul d b e additiona l professiona l staff , particularl y i n logistic s an d 
information technology . An d ther e shoul d b e a n offic e i n eac h provinc e wit h additiona l 
permanent cor e staff , especiall y t o deal wit h registration . A n increase i n funding -  no t onl y 
immediately befor e th e elections , whe n transmissio n mus t b e timely , bu t ove r th e entir e 
period between elections - would , we believe, result in greater efficiency an d better organise d 
elections. W e believe tha t th e Commissio n shoul d b e funde d directl y fro m parliamentar y 
appropriations. 

Despite the logistical an d organisationa l difficultie s experience d thi s year , we believe tha t 
it should b e possible, in time, for Papua Ne w Guinea t o hold countrywid e one-da y election s 
and that the Electoral Commission should continu e to move in this direction . 

Finally, w e commen d th e voters no t only fo r thei r patienc e an d fortitud e bu t also , and 
above all,  for their enthusiasti c engagemen t in the process and their determinatio n t o express 
their democratic rights. 
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