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Glossary of Gender Terms

Sex Sex describes biological characteristics and differences (such as
physical features related to the capacity for childbearing and breast-
feeding for women and voice-breaking for men) between girls and
boys, and women and men.

Gender The socially constructed differences between women and men.
These differ from one culture and society to another, change over
time and define who has power and influence over what.

Gender analysis The systematic study of the differences between men�s and women�s,
girls� and boys� roles, positions, privileges and access to resources.
Gender analysis involves collecting sex-disaggregated data; in other
words, data that present information separately for women and
men, girls and boys.

Gender-aware Able to highlight gender differences and issues and incorporate
(and gender-sensitive) them into strategies and actions.

Gender balance Equal or fair distribution of women and men within an institu-
tion or group. It gives equal representation.

Gender equality Means women and men have equal rights. They should have the
same entitlements and opportunities. Equality is rights-based.

Gender equity Means justice so that resources are fairly distributed, taking into
account different needs. Note: �gender equality� and �gender eq-
uity� are sometimes used interchangeably; there is no agreement
about the exact difference between them.

Gender-inclusive Language or behaviour that minimises assumptions regarding
gender.

Gender mainstreaming The process of integrating gender into all policies, programmes
and activities.

Gender parity Equal numbers. In schools, an equal number of boys and girls.

Gender policy, types of:

Gender-blind Ignores different gender roles and capabilities. Assumes everyone
has the same needs and interests.

Gender-neutral Not aimed at either men or women and assumed to affect both
sexes equally. However, it may be gender-blind.

Gender-specific Recognises gender difference and targets for either women or
men within existing roles.

Gender-redistributive Seeks to change the distribution of power and resources in the
interest of gender equality.
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Gender relations Social relationships between people (women and men, women
and women, men and men). They reflect gender difference as
constructed in a particular context or society. Gender relations
intersect with other social relations based on age, class, ethnicity,
race, sexuality and disability.

Gender-responsive Able to respond to and deal with the gender issues that are
revealed by gender analysis.

Gender roles Learned behaviours in a society/community. They condition which
activities are seen as male and female. Gender roles are affected by
age, class, race, ethnicity and religion and by geography, econom-
ics and politics. Gender roles often respond to changing circum-
stances, e.g., development efforts.

Both women and men play multiple roles, such as productive,
reproductive or community roles. Women often play all three
roles at once, hence the terms �triple role� or �multiple burden�.

Gender system The socially constructed expectations for male and female
behaviour. Prescribes the division of labour and responsibilities
between women and men and gives them different rights and
obligations. The gender system defines males and females as differ-
ent and justifies inequality on that basis.
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Glossary of Non-English Words and Phrases
Malaysian

Word or phrase English translation

Bahasa Malaysia Malay language

dia she/he

Itu biasa That is normal

Itu kerja wanita It�s girls� work

lelaki boy

Sekolah Kebangsaan National School

Sekolah Jenis Kebangsaan National Type School

Samoan
Word or phrase English translation

aiga family, normally meaning the extended family

aiuli one who dances in support of

alofa love or compassion

a�oga faife�au pastor�s school

aualuma social aggregate of all the daughters of the village

aumaga social aggregate of all the sons of the village, also untitled
men

faaaloalo respect

Fa�aSamoa the Samoan way of doing things

fai ava a married man living in his wife�s family or village

feagaiga relationship between a brother and sister, governed by
protocol

fono a matai the council of chiefs in a village

Fono Tele General Assembly

ie toga a very fine mat that is used in special rituals

Koneferenisi Conference

le mafaufau one who does not use his/her brain

malolosi very strong and powerful

mana spiritual gift of wisdom

matai a man who holds a title of the family

nofo tane a married woman living in her husband�s family or village
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nuu village

palagi a European person

siapo cloth that is made from the bark of the mulberry tree

tamaiti children

taualuga last dance in a Samoan recreational programme

taupou daughter of the highest village chief

upu taufaifai word of ridicule

va relationships between people that is articulated in mutual
respect

va fealoaloai respectful and reciprocal protocols in a relationship

va tapuia sacred protocol in a relationship

Hindi
Word or phrase English translation

Adhyapika Manch Women Teachers� Forum

badnami shame

beta son

dari cotton carpet

Devta God

kartavya duty

kho-kho, kabbadi local games

Garima Prakosht Cell constituted in co-educational schools to handle cases
of harassment

gram sabha/panchayat village-level councils of local governance

Operation Garima A programme to curb �eve teasing� (harassment of girls/
women) implemented in Jaipur district

rangoli floor patterns drawn with rice powder or coloured powder

salwar kameze a two-piece dress with a long shirt and loose trousers

shabash very good

shlokas hymns/chants

rotis bread made out of wheat flour

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Government of India�s umbrella programme for
universalising elementary education
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