
Introduction 

In 197 5 the Commonwealt h Secretar ia t , actin g on  th e recommendation s 
of membe r states , initiate d a  programm e o f investigatio n an d assis t -
ance i n th e fiel d o f low-cos t productio n o f schoo l scienc e equipment . 
The programm e starte d wit h th e publicatio n i n 197 5 of Th e Productio n 
of Schoo l Scienc e Equipmen t -  a  revie w o f development s (1) , an d plan s 
were the n mad e t o hol d thre e regiona l seminar s t o conside r th e 
provision o f relevan t scienc e teachin g equipmen t fro m loca l an d othe r 
sources . 

To provid e backgroun d materia l fo r th e firs t o f thos e meeting s i t wa s 
felt tha t studie s o f som e o f th e existin g centres , woul d b e usefu l 
resource material . Fou r centres , eac h concerne d i n on e wa y o r 
another wit h gettin g scienc e teachin g apparatu s int o th e classroom . 
were selecte d fo r th e study . Thes e studie s wer e use d a t th e firs t 
regional semina r hel d i n Nassau , Bahama s i n Novembe r 1976(2) , an d 
again a t th e second , hel d i n Da r e s Salaam , Tanzani a i n Septembe r 
1977(3). 

Subsequent feedbac k an d request s hav e indicate d tha t i t woul d b e use -
ful t o hav e th e studie s publishe d a s a  separat e publication , eve n 
though the y wer e summarize d an d printe d i n th e repor t of  th e firs t 
regional meeting . 

The studie s wer e originall y carr ie d ou t earl y i n T97 6 throug h fund s 
provided b y th e Commonwealt h Fun d fo r Technica l Co-operation . 
A further sectio n ha s no w bee n adde d t o dra w attentio n t o som e of  th e 
similarities an d difference s i n th e mode s of  operatio n an d organizatio n 
of th e cen t res . I t i s no t intende d tha t an y o f th e centre s shoul d b e 
considered a s model s t o b e faithfull y copie d sinc e the y hav e t o reflec t 
the nationa l goal s an d environmenta l realitie s the y hav e bee n 
established t o se rve . Instead , eac h stud y focuse s attentio n on 
problems an d consideration s whic h hav e t o b e accounte d fo r whe n th e 
establishment o f som e for m o f loca l productio n o f schoo l scienc e 
teaching equipmen t i s bein g considered . 

Because th e tw o regiona l seminar s hav e deliberate d o n thes e factors , 
it i s recommende d tha t th e semina r report s shoul d b e rea d i n con -
junction wit h thi s publication . Th e fina l semina r i n th e curren t 
programme wil l b e hel d i n Papu a Ne w Guine a i n Marc h 1979 . i t i s 
expected tha t thi s meetin g wil l dra w togethe r th e wor k o f th e previou s 
seminars an d provid e stron g guideline s whic h ca n b e use d b y a  countr y 
wishing t o star t producin g som e o f it s ow n teachin g materials . 
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