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Belize ha s a  populatio n o f 130,00 0 wit h a  populatio n densit y 
of 14 . 5 pe r son s t o th e squar e mi le . Th e hig h man-lan d ra t i o 
makes agr icu l tu ra l developmen t th e g rea tes t economi c 
potential fo r Be l i ze . Englis h i s th e officia l language , bu t 
Spanish i s widel y spoken . Language s o f mino r significanc e 
a r e C a r i b , May a an d Ketchi . 

Bel ize ha s a  l i t e rac y r a t e tha t ha s bee n quote d a s hig h a s 
95 p e r c e n t . P r ima r y schoo l educatio n i s fre e an d th e high -
est learnin g inst i tut ion s a r e Sixt h For m Studie s an d th e 
Belize T e a c h e r s ' Col lege . 

T h e r e i s on e Radi o Statio n i n th e countr y an d thi s i s Govern -
ment cont ro l led . Radi o Beliz e give s sa t is factor y receptio n 
in al l p a r t s o f th e countr y an d i t i s undoubtedl y th e mos t widel y 
used informatio n medium . Governmen t Min is t r i e s ru n 
r egu la r programme s o f a  scientifi c na tur e i n ag r i cu l tu re , 
health an d meteorology . Th e Governmen t Informatio n Serv ic e 
ope ra t e s a  mobil e cinem a uni t whic h take s p ic tu re s regular l y 
to th e r u r a l a r e a s . Man y school s an d Governmen t Depar t -
ments a l s o hav e movi e p r o j e c t o r s . 

The th re e weekl y newspaper s i n Beliz e wil l c a r r y fro m tim e 
to tim e scientifi c a r t i c l e s whic h ha s re levanc e i n th e country . 
Pe r iod ica l s publishe d containin g scientifi c mater ia l a r e : 

Extension Bullet in , b y th e Minis t r y o f Agr icu l tu re ; 
Agr icul tura l Informatio n Bullet in , b y P r o s s e r 
F e r t i l i z e r an d Agrote c Company ; 
Pro jec t Bul le t in , b y C . A . R . E . I n c . ; 
Bel izean F a r m e r s b y th e Beliz e Agricul tura l Society ; 
Asuntos Canero s b y Beliz e Suga r Indus t r i e s ; an d 
Journal o f Bel izea n S tud ies , b y th e Beliz e Institut e 
of Socia l Resea rc h an d Actio n (BIRSA) . 

Centra l F a r m , th e Governmen t Agricul tura l Resea rc h Statio n 
has th e onl y sc ienc e l i b r a r y a s such . However , al l publi c 
l i b r a r i e s c a r r y a  scienc e sectio n t o whic h foreig n an d loca l 
mater ia l a r e sen t . School s an d col lege s a ls o c a r r y scienc e 
publ ica t ions . Th e America n Consulat e i n Beliz e Cit y ha s a 
wide collectio n o f scienc e publication s an d movi e films . 

In Be l i ze , scientifi c r e s e a r c h i s sponsore d b y th e Govern -
ment, regiona l agencie s suc h a s Caribbea n Agricul tura l 
Resea rch an d Developmen t Institut e (CARDI) , Univers i t ie s 
and Foundat ions . Bas ica l ly , Governmen t r e s e a r c h programm e 
is geare d towar d th e applicatio n o f pr inc ip le s i n th e 
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maximisation o f th e natura l r e s o u r c e s o f th e count ry . A s 
one woul d expect , th e g rea t e s t thrus t i s i n a g r i c u l t u r e . I n 
many c a s e s th e loca l r e s e a r c h e r s wor k jointl y wit h outsid e 
agencies o n a  specifi c problem . A  limite d r e s e a r c h i s don e 
in f i sher ie s an d thi s i s c a r r i e d ou t mainl y b y outsid e 
r e s e a r c h w o r k e r s wit h Governmen t col labora t ion . Th e 
F o r e s t r y Departmen t a l s o ha s a  r e s e a r c h sec t ion , which , lik e 
Agr icu l tu re , concen t ra te s o n applie d r e s e a r c h . 

The Beliz e Audobo n Socie ty , dedicate d t o th e conservat io n 
of wil d l i fe , c a r r i e s ou t fiel d s tudie s o n wil d lif e population , 
movements an d hab i t s . I n th e socia l s c i e n c e s , BIRS A i n it s 
journal produc e a r t i c l e s o n loca l a rchaeology , h is tor y an d 
anthropology. Extensiv e r e s e a r c h ha s bee n don e o n th e 
Mayas o f Bel iz e wit h fund s fro m un ive r s i t i e s an d Foundat ions . 
The Departmen t o f Archaeolog y monitor s thes e s tudie s an d 
is supplie d wit h al l informatio n an d finding s fro m suc h 
s tud i e s . Othe r r e s e a r c h s tudie s c a r r i e d ou t fro m tim e t o 
time a r e i n th e fiel d o f anthropology , pa r t i cu la r l y o n th e 
Black Car ib s an d th e M a y a s . Th e publicat ion s a r i s in g fro m 
these a r e usual l y lodge d a t th e publi c l i b r a r y . 

Scientific informatio n gathere d a s outline d abov e mus t b e 
disseminated an d mad e avai labl e t o th e p rope r audienc e suc h 
as f a r m e r s , s tudent s an d th e genera l publ ic . A s fa r a s 
reaching fa rmer s i s concerned , th e Minis t r y o f Agricul tur e 
Extension S e r v i c e s i s se t u p fo r thi s function . Th e staf f 
consis t o f 3 4 officer s sprea d ove r si x adminis t ra t iv e d i s t r i c t s 
and a  c l ientel e o f 12 ,000 . T h e r e i s a  specia l office r fo r 
rad io programme s an d on e fo r publ ica t ions . Tw o far m 
programmes a r e don e b y thi s specia l i s t weekly , on e i s i n 
Span i sh . Radi o Bel iz e ha s recent l y s t a r t e d a  dail y programme , 
T i l l e r s o f th e So i l , to  whic h th e Minis t r y o f Agr icul tur e 
and o the r ag r i cu l tu ra l agencie s mak e contr ibut ion . Th e 
main ag r i cu l tu r e programm e i s hea r d o n Sunday s an d run s 
for 4 5 minutes . Th e item s usual l y cons is t o f a  tal k b y on e 
of th e agr icu l tu ra l s p e c i a l i s t s , a n intervie w wit h a  farme r 
o r a  d i scuss ion ; advic e o n c u r r e n t ag r icu l tu ra l problems ; 
announcements; an d a  ve r y popula r featur e i s a  s e r i a l "Fro m 
Polly t o Po l ly" , a  radi o dram a wit h a  r u r a l settin g an d 
used a s a  vehicl e fo r disseminatin g ne w technologica l 
p r a c t i c e s i n a g r i c u l t u r e . Th e publication s specia l is t 
officer get s mos t o f h i s mate r ia l fro m r e s e a r c h w o r k e r s . 
These h e edi t s an d p r e p a r e s fo r fa rmer s l eve l . 

None o f thes e spec ia l i s t officer s hav e ha d an y t ra in in g i n 
the wor k the y per form . On e wa s nominate d las t y e a r t o a 
workshop o n agr icu l tu ra l broadcas t in g whic h wa s t o b e hel d 
in Guyana . Th e worksho p ha s bee n postpone d indefinitel y 
we a r e informed . Th e nee d fo r t ra in in g i n thi s a r e a shoul d 
be ve r y helpful , s inc e th e radi o i s th e mos t widel y use d 
medium o f communicatio n i n Be l i ze . 

S imi la r ly , th e specia l i s t office r i n publicat ion s ha s ha d t o 
re ly mainl y o n hi s init iativ e fo r presenta t io n o f publicatio n 
ma te r i a l . H e ha s n o suppor t staf f an d s o mus t awai t hi s 
turn fo r typin g an d th e us e o f th e cyclostylin g machine . 
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Recently one  o f th e Min i s t r i e s acquire d a  scanne r an d thi s 
has improve d th e appearanc e o f ou r publ ica t ions . Th e 
Government P r i n t e r s ma y accep t r eques t s fo r off-se t wor k 
if on e i s p r epa re d t o wai t indefinitely . Limite d finance s 
p rec ludes th e wid e us e o f commercia l p r i n t e r s . 

The nee d fo r t ra inin g i n communicatio n technique s i s eve n 
more obviou s amon g th e fiel d staff . A s a  r e su l t the y functio n 
more a s fiel d a d v i s e r s an d l e s s a s demons t ra to r s an d 
t e a c h e r s . T h e r e ca n b e mor e us e mad e o f visua l aid s an d 
communication equipmen t suc h a s p r o j e c t o r s , tap e r e c o r d e r s , 
e t c . I t i s recognise d tha t no t ever y office r i s a n a r t i s t , bu t 
t ra ining i n suc h a r e a s a s mas s media , conceptual isat ion , 
propaganda technique s an d s o on , wil l enabl e hi m t o tel l 
the a r t i s t wha t h e wan t s . Las t mont h C A R D I held  it s 
regional workshop /semina r "Th e Problem s o f Agricul tura l 
Resea rch an d Development " i n Be l i ze . Aris in g ou t o f th e 
d iscuss ion wa s a  s t ron g recommendatio n t o Governmen t fo r 
s treamlining th e flo w o f informatio n fro m Researc h t o 
Extension an d vic e v e r s a . 

In th e main , scientifi c knowledg e i n Beliz e school s i s taugh t 
in a  c lass roo m si tuat ion . Then , th e mater ia l i s broke n dow n 
into subject s -  chemis t ry , biology , agr icu l tu ra l sc ience , e t c . 
Too ofte n th e knowledg e gaine d i s no t re la te d t o th e student s 
day- to-day e x p e r i e n c e s . I t ma y b e goo d onl y fo r schoo l 
examinations an d c lassroo m p u r p o s e s . Belizea n educator s 
a r e no w becomin g awar e o f thi s situatio n an d las t yea r the y 
took s tep s t o remed y i t . Nin e r u r a l school s hav e bee n 
selected t o par t ic ipa t e i n a  pilo t projec t whic h wil l b e 
following th e " in tegra te d curr iculu m approach " t o education . 
At th e "out-doo r l a b o r a t o r y " , student s acquir e scientifi c 
knowledge re levan t t o the i r environmen t an d lear n t o se e 
c lea r ly th e man-lan d re la t ionshi p aroun d them . Th e projec t 
will ru n fo r th re e y e a r s . 

In conclusion , the r e i s n o doub t tha t Beliz e ha s a  fa r wa y 
to g o i n developin g he r scientifi c informatio n sys tems . I f i t 
is accepte d tha t on e o f th e precondi t ion s fo r a  recept iv e 
audience i s a  hig h genera l leve l o f education , Beliz e ha s a n 
advantage . Wha t i s neede d para l le l t o thi s developmen t i s 
more r e s e a r c h wit h loca l mater ia l unde r loca l condi t ions , s o 
the kin d o f scientifi c mater ia l disseminate d wil l b e re levan t . 
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