
Enlargement of the EEC 

European Commonwealth  countries 
The negotiations betwee n Britai n an d th e EE C on th e term s o f accessio n wer e 

completed i n mid-1971 , and o n 1  January 197 3 Britain , along wit h Denmar k an d 
the Iris h Republic , acceded t o th e EEC . For th e mos t par t th e ne w member s 
accepted th e pre-existin g rule s o f th e Community , an d a  five-yea r transitiona l 
period wa s established . A t th e en d o f thi s perio d bot h tarif f an d non-tarif f 
barriers o n industria l product s trade d betwee n th e ol d an d ne w membe r state s 
will have been abolishe d completely , and th e ne w membe r state s wil l hav e 
aligned thei r tarif f schedule s with th e Commo n Custom s Tarif f (CCT ) o f th e EEC . 
Tariffs o n trad e i n industria l product s betwee n th e ol d an d th e ne w membe r 
states o f the EE C are t o b e reduce d i n fiv e equa l step s of 2 0 pe r cent , th e firs t 
of whic h too k effec t o n 1  April 197 3 an d th e las t wil l b e due o n 1  July 1977 ; 
the thre e intermediat e cut s wil l be mad e o n 1  July o f 1974 , 197 5 and 1976 . The 
adoption o f th e CC T on industria l product s b y Britai n wil l procee d i n fou r 
stages; — b y 4 0 pe r cen t o n 1  January 197 4 and b y 2 0 pe r cen t o n 1  January 
1975 an d 197 6 and 1  July 1977 . I t shoul d b e pointe d ou t tha t thi s proces s wil l 
involve a  systematic phasing-ou t o f Commonwealt h preference s betwee n Britai n 
and th e res t o f th e Commonwealth : thes e preference s wil l ceas e t o exis t afte r 1 
July 1977 . 

As regards trad e i n agricultura l products , Britain i s fully t o implemen t th e 
common agricultura l polic y o f th e EE C by th e en d o f 1977 , the difference s 
between th e Britis h an d CA P agricultural price s bein g successivel y reduce d i n si x 
annual stage s commencin g o n variou s dates afte r 1  February 197 3 according t o 
commodity. A s long a s differences i n pric e level s remain betwee n membe r state s 
of th e enlarged Community , an d i n trad e wit h thir d countries , levie s or expor t 
refunds ar e to b e applie d a t th e necessar y level s to ensur e progres s towards pric e 
harmonisation an d t o allo w trad e betwee n membe r states . Customs dutie s ar e t o 
be abolished betwee n ol d an d ne w membe r countrie s i n fiv e stage s of 2 0 pe r cent , 
and fo r agricultura l product s fo r whic h th e Communit y ha s a  common externa l 
tariff th e differenc e betwee n th e CC T and th e basi c custom s dut y o f eac h 
member countr y wil l be eliminate d i n stage s by th e en d o f 1977 . 

As well a s Britain , the othe r independen t Commonwealt h countrie s i n Europ e 
have already forge d clos e trading link s wit h th e EEC . Future provision s fo r th e 
economic interest s o f Cypru s and Malta , both o f whic h hav e associatio n 
agreements with th e EEC , may b e expecte d t o b e made withi n th e contex t o f 
the latter' s overal l Mediterranea n policy . The agreemen t wit h Malt a cam e int o 
force o n 1  April 1971 , when th e Si x cu t b y 7 0 pe r cen t th e custom s dutie s o n 
imports o f Maltes e industria l good s (excluding petroleu m product s whic h d o no t 
yet pla y a n importan t par t i n th e Maltes e economy) . The Communit y abolishe d 
all quantitative restriction s o n import s o f Maltes e industria l product s apar t fro m 
petroleum product s an d som e product s o f th e Maltes e textile industr y fo r whic h 
tariff reduction s wer e granted onl y withi n quotas . The tarif f syste m applicabl e t o 
products supplie d b y th e Communit y an d importe d int o Malt a wa s established o n 
terms no t les s favourable tha n thos e applie d t o product s fro m th e mos t favoure d 
third party . Unti l th e en d o f th e fourt h yea r o f th e Agreement , Commonwealt h 
goods on whic h Malt a alread y grante d preference s wer e excepted . However , 
subsequently th e Maltes e Governmen t calle d fo r a  renegotiation o f it s associatio n 
agreement, seekin g tarif f preference s fo r Maltes e agricultura l produce , financia l 
help an d exper t assistanc e fo r industrialisation . Th e Commissio n indicate d that , 
while Malt a was considered a s a  priority case , it wa s impossible t o negotiat e 
before th e content s o f th e EE C policy fo r th e Mediterranea n wer e defined . 
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The agreemen t wit h Cypru s wa s signed i n Decembe r 197 2 and cam e int o 
effect o n 1  February 1973 . The agreemen t involve s two stages , the firs t o f whic h 
will ru n unti l 3 0 Jun e 197 7 an d th e secon d o f whic h wil l i n principa l las t a 
further fiv e years . Fro m th e star t o f th e agreement , th e Communit y wil l cu t it s 
customs dutie s o n Cyprio t produc e b y 7 0 pe r cen t fo r industria l goods , by 4 0 
per cen t fo r citru s fruit , an d wil l gran t exemptio n fo r caro b beans . Britain an d 
Ireland wil l kee p thei r lowe r tariff s unde r Commonwealt h preferenc e o n Cyprio t 
exports o f industria l product s unti l th e firs t phas e o f th e agreemen t i s completed . 
After muc h disput e a  compromise wa s worked ou t allowin g specia l term s fo r th e 
entry o f Cyprio t sherr y int o Britai n an d Ireland . Cyprus , whose sherr y producer s 
rely heavil y o n th e Britis h market , wa s given tw o year s grace befor e th e 
Community's minimu m referenc e pric e i s imposed o n it s sherr y export s t o 
Britain an d Ireland . The effec t o f th e compromis e wil l b e t o allo w Cypru s t o 
ship 200,00 0 hectolitre s o f sherr y pe r yea r t o Britai n an d Irelan d a t norma l 
prices unti l th e las t o f th e 197 4 vintag e i s sold. Thi s i s expected t o giv e time fo r 
arrangements t o b e mad e fo r exportin g thi s sherr y a s a  quality win e an d s o avoid 
the referenc e price . 

Varying measure s hav e been propose d unde r th e Treaty  o f Accessio n t o hel p 
to mee t th e problem s othe r independen t Commonwealt h countrie s wil l fac e a s a 
result o f thei r los s of Commonwealt h prefences . Thes e measure s fal l int o thre e 
major categories , according a s they  relat e t o (a ) countrie s considere d eligibl e fo r 
Yaounde typ e associatio n wit h th e EEC , (b) Commonwealt h countrie s i n Asi a t o 
which a  joint Declaratio n o f Inten t applies , or (c ) th e mor e affluen t member s of 
the ol d Commonwealth . Thes e ar e considere d i n thei r respectiv e orde r below , 
starting wit h th e (a ) categor y o f "associates" . 

Commonwealth "associables" 
Under th e term s o f th e Treat y o f Accession , the choic e o f thre e type s of 

linkage wit h th e enlarge d Communit y wa s offered t o th e "associables " liste d i n 
Annex VI : associatio n unde r a  renewed Yaound e Convention ; some other for m 
of associatio n unde r Articl e 23 8 o f th e Rom e Treaty ; or a  commercia l arrange -
ment t o facilitat e an d expan d trad e wit h th e Community . Th e countrie s 
concerned ar e Barbados , Botswana , Fiji , The Gambia , Ghana,  Guyana , Jamaica , 
Kenya, Lesotho , Malawi , Mauritius , Nigeria , Sierr a Leone , Swaziland , Tanzania , 
Trinidad &  Tobago, Tonga, Uganda , Western Samo a an d Zambia . Th e Communit y 
proposed tha t th e negotiation s envisage d fo r th e conclusio n o f agreement s base d 
on on e o f th e thre e formula e containe d i n the offe r shoul d begi n a s soon a s 
possible afte r Augus t 1973 : such negotiation s bega n o n 1 7 October 1973 . With 
some derogations respectin g th e Commo n Agricultura l Policy , the Treat y provide s 
for th e continuatio n o f th e presen t arrangement s coverin g import s int o Britai n 
from th e countrie s concerne d unti l 3 1 Januar y 1975 . 

Under th e Arush a Agreement , signe d i n Septembe r 1969 , Tanzania, Ugand a 
and Keny a ar e alread y associate d wit h th e EEC . This agreement cam e full y int o 
force a t th e beginnin g o f 1971 . Its main provision s allo w fo r duty-fre e entr y int o 
the EE C of good s originatin g i n th e partne r state s o f th e Eas t Africa n 
Community, wit h th e exceptio n o f unroaste d coffee , clove s and canne d pineapple , 
for whic h tarif f quota s o f 56,000 , 12 0 and 86 0 metri c ton s respectivel y wer e 
designed t o protec t th e traditiona l trad e o f th e Afro-Malagas y states . As with th e 
Yaounde Convention , thes e provision s d o no t appl y t o item s covere d b y th e 
EEC's Commo n Agricultura l Policy , which ar e granted preferentia l treatmen t o n 
a product-by-produc t basis . Reciproca l preference s affectin g som e 5 9 item s of 
EEC origin wer e accorde d b y th e Eas t Africa n countries . Provision wa s no t mad e 
in th e Arush a Agreemen t fo r acces s t o EE C aid an d technica l assistance . Early i n 
1972 th e EE C made additiona l reduction s i n trad e barrier s o n agricultura l import s 
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from Eas t Africa n associate s consistin g of : a  reduction i n th e lev y o n maiz e 
imports; a de facto increas e i n th e annua l duty-fre e quot a fo r Eas t Africa n 
canned pineappl e t o 2,00 0 metri c tons ; and th e extensio n o f duty-fre e acces s fo r 
East Africa n frui t an d vegetable s durin g off-seaso n period s i n Europe . 

In Marc h 197 2 Mauritiu s becam e th e firs t Commonwealt h countr y t o 
negotiate associatio n wit h th e Communit y unde r th e Yaound e Convention . As 
soon a s the agreemen t cam e int o effect , th e Communit y grante d Mauritiu s duty -
free acces s fo r mos t o f he r industria l export s an d preferentia l treatmen t fo r he r 
farm product s wit h th e exceptio n o f sugar , which unti l th e en d o f 197 4 is 
covered b y Britain's  contractua l obligation s unde r th e Commonwealt h Suga r 
Agreement an d whic h subsequentl y wil l be deal t wit h i n th e framewor k o f th e 
arrangements regardin g developin g countrie s t o b e negotiate d unde r Protoco l 22 . 
The Communit y wil l gran t Mauritiu s financia l ai d o f abou t £ 2 millio n u p t o 1 
January 1975 , and technica l assistance . B y the en d o f 197 4 Mauritiu s wil l appl y 
the sam e impor t dutie s t o Communit y good s a s i t applie s t o thos e fro m othe r 
Commonwealth countries . 

As regards sugar , the Treaty  o f Accessio n permit s Britain to continue to import , 
until th e en d o f Februar y 1975 , from th e exportin g countrie s an d territorie s 
referred t o i n th e Commonwealt h Suga r Agreement , quantitie s o f suga r withi n 
the negotiate d pric e quota s unde r tha t agreement . I n connectio n wit h subsequen t 
arrangements fo r developin g Commonwealt h suga r exportin g countries , th e 
Treaty say s tha t th e Communit y wil l have 

"as it s fir m purpos e th e safeguardin g o f th e interest s o f th e countrie s referre d 
to i n thi s Protoco l whos e economie s depen d t o a  considerable exten t o n th e 
export o f primar y products , and particularl y o f sugar . The questio n o f suga r 
will b e settle d withi n thi s framework , bearin g i n min d wit h regar d t o export s 
of suga r th e importanc e o f thes e product s fo r th e economie s o f severa l o f 
these countrie s an d o f th e Commonwealt h countrie s i n particular. " 
In Jun e 1971 , at a  Meeting o f representative s o f Britai n an d o f th e Common -

wealth sugar-exportin g countrie s othe r tha n Australia , thes e arrangement s wer e 
considered t o b e satisfactory . Th e Britis h delegatio n assure d th e Commonwealt h 
countries tha t th e Community' s proposa l constitute d a  specific an d mora l 
commitment b y th e enlarge d Communit y an d i t wa s agreed tha t 

"the Britis h Governmen t an d othe r Commonwealt h Government s participatin g 
regard thi s offe r a s a fir m assuranc e o f a  secure an d continuin g marke t i n th e 
enlarged Communit y o n fai r term s fo r th e quantitie s o f suga r covere d b y th e 
Commonwealth Suga r Agreemen t i n respec t o f al l it s existing developin g 
member countries . The developin g Commonwealt h countrie s wil l continu e t o 
plan thei r futur e o n thi s basis. " 

Asian Commonwealth  countries 
As regards provision s fo r th e (b ) categor y o f countrie s enumerate d above , th e 

independent Commonwealt h developin g countrie s i n Asia , a joint Declaratio n o f 
Intent wa s annexed t o th e Treaty  o f Accession . Th e Declaratio n o f Inten t read s 
as follows : 

"Inspired b y th e wil l t o exten d an d strengthe n th e trad e relation s wit h th e 
developing independen t Commonwealt h countrie s i n Asi a .  .  .  ,  the Europea n 
Economic Communit y i s ready, fro m th e dat e o f accession , to examin e wit h 
these countrie s suc h problem s a s may aris e i n th e fiel d o f trad e wit h a  view t o 
seeking appropriat e solutions , taking int o accoun t th e effec t o f th e generalise d 
tariff preferenc e schem e an d th e situatio n o f th e othe r developin g countrie s i n 
the sam e geographica l area . 
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The questio n o f export s o f suga r fro m Indi a t o th e Communit y afte r th e 
expiry o f th e Commonwealt h Suga r Agreemen t o n 3 1 December 197 4 mus t 
be settle d b y th e Communit y i n th e ligh t o f thi s Declaration o f Intent , takin g 
account o f th e provision s whic h ma y b e adopted a s regards import s o f suga r 
from th e independen t Commonwealt h countrie s liste d i n Protoco l No . 22 o n 
relations between th e Europea n Economi c Communit y an d th e Associate d 
African an d Malagas y State s and als o th e independen t Commonwealt h 
countries i n Africa , th e India n Ocean , the Pacifi c Ocea n an d th e Caribbean. " 
Subsequently bot h Sr i Lank a an d Indi a submitte d memorand a t o th e EE C 

explaining th e problem s the y woul d fac e a s a result o f th e enlargemen t o f th e 
Community. Th e Counci l o f Minister s grante d th e Commissio n a  mandate t o 
negotiate a  non-preferential trad e agreemen t wit h Indi a an d negotiation s appeare d 
to b e reachin g finalit y b y th e middl e o f 1973 . A large par t o f thi s mandat e i s 
concerned wit h th e consolidatio n o f existin g agreement s betwee n Indi a an d 
member countries , dealing with tarif f cut s tha t ha d bee n mad e autonomousl y o n 
products o f expor t interes t t o India , existing bilatera l trad e agreement s an d 
agreements o n particula r commoditie s o r group s o f commodities . 

Malaysia an d Singapor e wer e reporte d t o hav e mad e approache s t o th e EE C 
through th e mediu m o f th e Associatio n o f South  Eas t Asia n Nations . 

Though i t i s not ye t possibl e t o indicate , even i n genera l terms , the likel y 
nature an d scop e o f an y accommodation s tha t ma y b e reache d wit h th e enlarge d 
EEC by independen t Commonwealt h countrie s i n Asia , i t woul d appea r tha t suc h 
arrangements, i n addition t o thos e fo r India n suga r export s t o th e EEC , must 
come secon d t o th e Protoco l 2 2 negotiations , and b e influence d b y them . Som e 
of th e Declaratio n o f Inten t countries , suc h a s Sr i Lank a (whic h i s not a n 
exporter o f manufacture s o r semi-manufacture s o n an y scale , and therefor e 
unable t o benefi t substantiall y fro m th e GS P in it s presen t form) , an d 
Singapore (which , though a n exporte r o f manufactures , i s handicapped b y rule s 
of origin) , would mak e commo n cause , i f possible , with a  number o f othe r 
countries, both "associables " and associate s o f th e EEC , in attemptin g t o 
negotiate improve d term s of acces s to th e EE C for product s o f expor t interes t t o 
them. In thi s contex t th e Declaratio n o f Inten t countrie s wil l have note d th e 
suggestion b y th e Commissio n o f th e EEC , already referre d t o above , tha t on e o f 
the chie f way s the develope d countrie s participatin g i n th e GAT T multilatera l 
trade negotiation s wil l be abl e t o hel p th e developin g countrie s wil l b e b y th e 
improvement o f thei r GS P schemes. I t i s apparent that , i f tangibl e progres s i s not 
made i n thi s direction , th e Declaratio n o f Inten t countrie s ma y suffe r a  degree o f 
isolation i n th e ne w internationa l trad e regime . 

Australia, Canada,  New  Zealand 
As regards th e (c ) categor y o f countrie s ennumerate d above , no provisio n ha s 

been mad e fo r th e negotiatio n o f comprehensiv e trad e agreement s wit h th e 
enlarged EEC . However, various protocol s t o th e Treat y o f Accessio n ar e intende d 
to eas e th e problem s o f transitio n an d reduc e th e cost s the y wil l fac e a s a resul t 
of th e enlargemen t o f th e EEC . On the basi s of th e term s o f th e Treat y o f 
Accession, protocols dealin g wit h woo d pulp , plywood an d newsprin t wil l 
preserve duty-fre e acces s t o th e Britis h marke t fo r good s whic h hav e i n recen t 
years constituted abou t one-tent h o f Canadia n export s t o Britain . Similarly , th e 
considerable Australia n export s o f argentiferou s lea d t o Britai n wil l b e unaffecte d 
by th e enlargemen t o f th e EE C through th e operatio n o f a  protocol . The EE C 
has also made a  commitmen t t o mee t wher e possible , during th e transitiona l 
period, problem s whic h ma y aris e fo r certai n thir d countrie s an d i n certai n 
specific case s as regards thei r market s an d trad e i n agricultura l products . A t th e 
time o f th e negotiation s th e specifi c case s were envisage d a s being confine d t o 
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butter, sugar , baco n an d certai n frui t an d vegetables . This commitment i s of 
particular importanc e t o Canada , Australi a an d Ne w Zealand , sinc e th e 
application o f th e CA P in Britai n i s likely t o considerabl y reduc e acces s to th e 
British marke t fo r export s o f thos e foodstuff s tha t ar e covere d b y th e CAP . 

More extensive provision s have bee n mad e t o reduc e th e advers e effect s tha t 
entry coul d hav e ha d o n Ne w Zealand' s export s t o th e Britis h market , i n view of 
the dependenc e o f Ne w Zealand o n he r trad e wit h Britain . Arrangement s have 
been mad e fo r Ne w Zealand t o retai n a  degree o f guarantee d acces s to th e Britis h 
market fo r butte r an d chees e durin g th e transitio n period . The quantitie s o f 
butter tha t Britai n i s authorised t o impor t fro m Ne w Zealan d ar e t o fal l fro m 
165,811 metri c ton s i n 197 3 t o 138,17 6 i n 197 7 and o f chees e fro m 68,58 0 
metric ton s i n 197 3 to 15,24 0 metri c ton s i n 1977 . The authorise d quantitie s fo r 
1977 represen t 8 0 pe r cen t an d 2 0 pe r cen t respectivel y o f Ne w Zealand' s quota s 
in the Britis h marke t befor e th e enlargemen t o f th e EEC . After 197 7 ther e wil l 
be n o quantitativ e guarantee s fo r cheese . The c.i.f . prices fo r thes e quota s were 
set a t £36 1 pe r lon g ton fo r butte r an d £31 2 pe r lon g to n fo r cheese , the averag e 
price realise d b y Ne w Zealan d butte r an d chees e i n Britain durin g 1969—1972 . 
The Counci l o f Minister s wil l i n 197 5 revie w th e situatio n a s regards butter , 
taking int o accoun t progres s towards a n effectiv e worl d agreemen t o n mil k 
products an d th e exten t o f Ne w Zealand' s progres s i n the diversificatio n o f it s 
economy an d exports . I n the ligh t o f thi s review , according t o th e protocol , 
appropriate arrangement s wil l be mad e t o ensur e afte r th e en d o f 197 7 th e 
maintenance o f exceptiona l arrangement s i n respec t o f import s o f butte r fro m 
New Zealand . Ne w Zealan d subsequentl y expresse d it s dissatisfactio n abou t th e 
arrangement a s regards prices , which were fixe d i n term s o f sterling , the late r 
depreciation o f whic h considerabl y reduce d th e valu e o f th e guarantees . The 
absence o f an y allowance fo r inflatio n wa s also a  cause o f disappointment . 

It wa s announced a t th e beginnin g o f Octobe r 197 2 tha t ther e woul d b e 
closer co-operatio n betwee n th e enlarge d Communit y an d Ne w Zealand , an d tha t 
matters o f mutua l interes t an d concer n coul d b e discusse d a t a  high leve l 
whenever th e occasio n arose . These consultation s wer e expecte d t o b e mainl y o n 
agricultural products , and , i n particular , o n th e implementatio n o f th e marketin g 
arrangements fo r butte r an d cheese . During th e summe r o f 197 2 the Australia n 
Government submitte d a  memorandum t o th e Europea n Commissio n voicin g th e 
desire fo r a  commercia l agreemen t wit h th e enlarge d EE C which woul d includ e 
trade an d othe r form s o f co-operation . 

The phasin g ou t o f Commonwealt h preferences , a s such, by Britain , has 
produced response s o n th e par t o f othe r Commonwealt h countries , as illustrate d 
below. I n considerin g thes e reaction s i t wil l be helpfu l i n followin g paragraph s t o 
distinguish between , first , othe r Commonwealt h countries ' preference s o n good s 
imported fro m Britain , and secondly , other Commonwealt h countries ' preference s 
on import s fro m developin g Commonwealt h countries . 

As regards th e firs t o f th e above-mentione d categories , Australia , Canada an d 
New Zealand hav e al l announced measure s intended t o phas e ou t th e preference s 
hitherto accorde d t o Britain . Th e Unite d Kingdom—Australi a Trad e Agreemen t 
was terminated o n 1  February 1973 ; Australian preference s o n import s unde r 
bye-law —  i.e . import s o f good s no t produce d i n Australia (o n whic h Britai n ha d 
a margin o f preferenc e o f 7½ pe r cent ) cease d o n tha t date ; all import s o f thes e 
goods, whether fro m Britai n o r elsewhere , will ente r duty-free . A  general revie w 
of th e Australia n custom s tarif f announce d i n 1971 , which i s expected t o tak e 
about si x years t o complet e an d t o cove r al l items , will resul t i n th e eventua l 
abolition o f al l preferences a t presen t enjoye d b y Britai n i n th e Australia n market . 
In addition , certai n non-tarif f preference s accorde d b y Stat e Government s i n thei r 
public work s tenderin g procedure s wil l b e eliminated. 
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Following terminatio n o f th e Unite d Kingdom—Ne w Zealan d Trad e Agreemen t 
early i n 197 3 i t wa s announced tha t th e preferentia l tarif f applicabl e t o Britai n 
would b e phase d ou t ove r a  period startin g i n July 197 4 an d endin g i n Jun e 1977 , 
i.e. roughl y pari  passu with th e phase d applicatio n o f th e CE T b y Britain . Ther e 
will b e thre e moves , each representin g 2 0 pe r cen t o f th e differenc e betwee n th e 
old an d th e ne w rate s o n 1  July 1974 , 1975 , 1976 , and a  fina l 4 0 pe r cen t mov e 
on 1  July 1977 . Som e Britis h preference s wer e t o b e phase d ou t immediately , 
but tarif f rate s fo r moto r vehicl e part s an d component s wer e t o b e hel d a s they 
were unti l th e Ne w Zealand Governmen t ha d worked ou t it s policy o n th e 
development o f th e Ne w Zealan d moto r industry . Fo r good s o f a  type no t mad e 
in New Zealand, an d wher e suitabl e alternativ e good s were no t mad e domestically , 
the establishmen t o f a  new tarif f t o replac e th e presen t BP , MFN an d genera l rate s 
would usually , i t wa s reported , involv e th e reductio n o f th e existin g MF N rat e 
and a n increas e i n th e existin g B P rate t o provid e fo r maintenanc e b y Ne w 
Zealand o f a  minimum margi n o f preferenc e fo r Australi a o f 5  per cen t o n item s 
of thi s kind . 

As regards th e secon d categor y o f preferences , thos e favourin g Commonwealt h 
developing countries , th e Ne w Zealan d Governmen t ha s announced tha t i t wa s to 
retain fo r th e tim e bein g preferentia l tarif f rate s fo r Commonwealt h countrie s 
other tha n Britain . Thi s i s chiefly o f significanc e i n th e regiona l contex t o f th e 
South Pacific , an d i n th e cas e o f non-GS P item s importe d fro m India , Hon g 
Kong and Malaysia . Insofa r a s New Zealan d i s concerned, th e Commonwealt h 
preferences fo r Africa n countrie s wer e almos t totall y generalize d b y it s GSP 
scheme, which differe d fro m th e scheme s of majo r preference-givin g countrie s i n 
not bein g limite d t o manufacture s an d semi-manufactures . 

Australian "Commonwealth " preference s wer e usuall y extende d o n a  bilateral 
basis and th e preference s t o developin g Commonwealt h countrie s ar e no w 
generally i n lin e with thos e unde r th e newe r GS P schem e fo r al l developin g 
countries. 

The Canadia n "Commonwealth " preference s t o Commonwealt h developin g 
countries ar e i n a  rather differen t categor y i n severa l respects . In th e firs t plac e 
there ar e som e contractua l preference s t o th e Caribbea n whic h originate d wit h 
the 192 6 bilateral trad e agreemen t wit h th e the n Britis h Wes t Indie s -  up-date d 
by th e Trad e Protoco l negotiate d a t th e 196 6 Commonwealt h Caribbean—Canad a 
Conference. Discussio n an d negotiatio n ma y b e calle d fo r t o examin e th e 
question o f th e futur e o f th e Canada-Commonwealt h Caribbea n preferentia l 
nexus i n it s broader aspects . As regards particularities , though th e rate s o f dut y 
under th e Canadia n GS P will b e generall y reduce d dow n t o th e Commonwealt h 
preferential level , for th e item s include d i n th e scheme , and wit h a  few exceptions , 
there remai n som e importan t Commonwealt h preference s o n non-GS P items of 
rather genera l importance , viz . those o n sugar , certain petroleu m products , and 
textiles. The Canadia n suga r preferenc e applies , for example , to import s o f tha t 
product fro m India , as wel l a s from Australi a an d an y othe r Commonwealt h 
sugar exportin g countr y whethe r o r no t i n th e Caribbean . I n addition , ther e ar e 
Commonwealth preference s b y Canad a on , fo r example , certain textil e item s 
imported fro m India , Malaysi a an d Singapore , and petroleu m product s fro m 
Nigeria an d Trinida d an d Tobago . As already indicate d i n th e relevan t sectio n 
above, the preservatio n o f favourabl e term s of acces s under histori c Common -
wealth ties , t o th e exten t i t occurs , must b e calculate d t o favou r th e maintenanc e 
of intra-Commonwealt h trade . 
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