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Summary 

Refe rence : No t l i s t e d . 

The Governmen t o f India , recognis in g th e nee d 
for ag r i cu l tu r a l productio n commensurat e wit h th e 
r a t e o f growt h o f populatio n i n th e country , hav e mad e 
some effor t t o t r a i n youn g f a rmer s ;  bu t th e 
programme need s t o b e extende d t o provid e fo r th e need s 
and i n t e r e s t s o f th e d rop-ou t s o r 'ou t o f schoo l youth ' 
f a r m e r s . Th i s stud y wa s designe d t o determin e th e 
pe rsona l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f thes e youn g f a r m e r s , 
identify the i r need s an d i n t e r e s t s , an d the i r a t t i tude s 
to th e ag r i cu l tu r a l educatio n programm e i n ope ra t ion . 
The enqui r y showe d a  posit iv e i n t e r e s t amon g th e youn g 
f a rmers i n improvin g an d inc reas in g the i r outpu t b y 
l ea rn ing ne w techniques , b y sel f educat ion , an d a n 
educat ional programm e throug h vil lag e leve l w o r k e r . 

Repor t 

Introduction 

Agr icu l tu ra l product io n an d th e r a t e o f i t s i n c r e a s e commensurat e 
with th e r a t e o f growt h o f populatio n i n th i s countr y hav e bee n a  caus e o f 
concern t o e v e r y o n e . O f la t e w e hav e becom e dependen t o n foo d fro m ou t s ide . 
T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l r e a s o n s fo r t h i s , bu t on e o f th e importan t r e a s o n s appea r s 
to b e lac k o f information , knowledg e an d technica l sk i l l s o n th e par t o f f a rmer s 
about moder n method s an d farmin g an d ag r i cu l t u r a l improvement . T o remed y 
this s i tuat ion , ag r i cu l t u r a l extensio n ha s bee n give n a  hig h p r io r i t y i n 
community Development , bu t a  sys temat i c programm e fo r providin g 
agr icu l tu ra l educatio n t o p rac t i c in g youn g f a rmer s ha s no t bee n p r e p a r e d . 

Recognizing th e nee d an d importanc e o f impart in g suc h educatio n t o 
young f a r m e r s , th e Departmen t o f Adul t Educatio n mad e a  stud y o f th e 
ag r i cu l tu ra l educatio n need s o f youn g workin g f a r m e r s , wit h a  vie w t o develop -
ing a  sui tabl e educat iona l programm e fo r them . 

P r e s e n t Pos i t io n 

According t o th e 196 1 c e n s u s , Indi a ha d a  populatio n o f 43 9 mil l ions . 
Of t h i s , 36 0 mi l l ions , whic h i s abou t 80 % of th e tota l population , liv e i n 
v i l l a g e s . Ou t o f 36 0 millio n r u r a l populatio n n e a r l y 7 2 millio n (20 % of tota l 
r u r a l population ) a r e yout h i n th e ag e grou p o f 1 5 t o 2 5 y e a rs whic h i s 
cons idered t o b e mos t potentia l huma n r e s o u r c e . 
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As regard s th e educationa l backgroun d o f thes e youth , 55. 5 millio n 
(about 78% ) are i l l i terate . 

India i s a t presen t providin g primar y educatio n t o 76. 4 pe r cen t 
of childre n o f th e ag e grou p 6  to 1 1 y e a r s. Thre e fourth s o f thes e dro p 
out befor e completin g fiv e year s o f elementar y education . O f thos e wh o 
continue thei r educatio n throug h middl e schoo l stag e abou t 60 % leave th e 
school afte r th e V I Standard . Th e dro p out s fro m thes e variou s stage s 
of forma l educatio n eithe r g o bac k t o thei r ancestra l occupations,mai n amon g 
which i s farming,o r see k employmen t i n citie s an d towns . Amon g thos e 
who hav e gon e bac k t o farmin g a  majorit y woul d no t hav e receive d an y 
education i n farmin g wort h th e nam e eithe r i n schoo l o r outside . 

In th e existin g agricultura l educatio n programme s o f schools , mor e 
emphasis i s give n o n theoretica l teachin g o f subjec t matte r rathe r tha n o n 
practice o f farming . Als o th e programme s ofte n operat e independentl y o f 
the need s o f th e pupil s an d thei r communities . No r ar e ou r school s takin g 
care o f thes e dropout s wh o leav e school s i n suc h larg e number s an d g o o n th e 
farms. Ther e i s n o provisio n o f continuin g educatio n fo r th e dropout s o r 
for out-o f schoo l yout h farmers . Governmen t hav e mad e som e effort s t o 
train youn g farmer s an d adul t farmer s throug h farmers ' trainin g wings , 
t ractor trainin g centre s an d farmer s trainin g camp s bu t th e scop e o f suc h 
programmes ha s bee n rathe r limite d an d i t ca n hardl y b e calle d a 
systematic agricultura l educatio n buil t o n th e basi s o f need s an d interest s 
of farmer s bot h youn g an d adult . 

The existin g educationa l programme s hav e take n ver y littl e notic e 
of educationa l problem s o f out-of-schoo l youn g farmer s whic h ar e o f th e 
following nature : 

(a) a  hig h rat e o f illiterac y 
(b) n o acces s t o forma l educatio n o r incomplet e studies , 

without eve n completin g elementar y educatio n 
(c) nee d fo r educatio n fo r upgradin g skill s an d improvin g 

occupational competenc e eve n fo r thos e wh o hav e 
completed forma l education . 

The facilitie s fo r agricultura l educatio n i n th e countr y a s a  whol e 
are inadequat e an d leav e muc h t o b e done . 

Purpose o f th e Stud y 

The presen t stud y wa s designe d wit h th e followin g objectives : 

(a) t o determin e som e persona l characteris t ic s o f youn g workin g 
farmers 

(b) t o identif y th e need s an d interest s o f youn g workin g farmer s 
in respec t o f thei r principa l occupation , namel y agricultur e 

(c) t o determin e th e attitude s o f youn g workin g farmer s t o 
selected aspect s o f agricultura l educatio n programme . 

Geographical Are a fo r th e Stud y an d th e Sampl e 

The stud y wa s conducte d i n tw o o f th e Intensiv e Agricultura l Distric t 
Programme area s o f neighbourin g state s namel y U. P .  an d Punja b wit h 
corresponding contro l block s i n th e sam e state s outsid e th e Programm e a r e a s . 
Thus th e stud y wa s confine d t o fou r C .D . Block s o f U . P . an d Punjab . Fro m 
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these block s 1 0 pe r cen t stratifie d sampl e o f village s wa s chose n an d no t les s 
than 1 0 pe r cen t rando m sampl e o f youn g farmer s wa s chose n fo r direc t 
interview. Thu s th e actua l sampl e consiste d o f 20 6 young farmers , 3. 9 pe r 
cent o f tota l youn g farmer s o f th e 2 3 villages . 

Conclusions 

In th e presen t investigatio n whil e studyin g th e characterist ic s o f th e 
young farmer s i t wa s foun d tha t th e majorit y o f th e youth s possesse d th e follow -
ing attitude s thoug h no t wel l developed : 

(a) realisatio n tha t th e presen t leve l o f productio n i s no t 
sufficient 

(b) confidenc e i n possibilit y o f increasin g productio n 
(c) desir e an d willingnes s t o tr y ou t ne w practice s an d t o 

experiment 
(d) confidenc e i n th e peopl e lik e villag e leve l workers , 

extension agents , adul t educators , schoo l teachers ,e tc , 
who ca n guid e the m i n bringin g abou t desirabl e change . 

Besides th e abov e mentione d attitudes , on e furthe r desire d attitud e 
necessary t o facilitat e agricultura l developmen t i s th e readines s o f th e 
farmer t o conside r carefull y th e differen t alternative s an d t o mak e fir m 
independent decision s base d o n thes e considerations . 

Regarding readines s t o mak e independen t decision , i t ma y b e sai d 
that thes e youth s i n mos t case s di d no t hav e th e opportunities , a s the y ha d 
to wor k unde r th e supervisio n o f th e head s o f thei r familie s wh o wer e 
responsible fo r suc h decisions . 

In orde r t o develo p thes e attitude s firml y an d t o brin g abou t a 
favourable chang e i n the m t o facilitat e agricultura l productio n the y neede d 
education. Hence , t o th e illiterat e farmer s basi c educatio n i n thre e R' s 
becomes th e firs t essentia l requiremen t fo r agricultura l development . 

A chang e fro m a  largel y traditiona l agriculture , a s i t prevail s toda y 
in India , t o a  moder n progressiv e agricultur e necessitate s o n th e par t o f 
the farmers , learnin g t o tak e independen t decision s o f severa l kind . Som e 
of thes e decision s mus t b e take n b y th e politica l leadershi p o f th e country . 
Some o f th e mai n decision s i n thi s regar d ar e o f th e followin g type ; 

For agricultur e t o b e progressive : 

(i) a  balanc e betwee n soils , climate , crops , livestoc k an d peopl e 
must b e maintaine d properl y an d wit h alertnes s a s i t goe s o n 
changing constantl y wit h th e slightes t chang e i n th e situatio n 

(ii) th e proportio n i n whic h th e land , labou r an d capita l ar e 
utilised i n farmin g ar e t o b e adjuste d frequentl y t o sui t th e 
changing situation s 

(iii) successfu l contro l o f cos t o f productio n an d increas e i n farmin g 
income alon g wit h th e increas e i n cro p yiel d become s a 
necessity i f agricultur e i s t o b e transforme d fro m a 
subsistance leve l professio n t o a  commercia l on e 

(iv) continuou s adjustmen t betwee n agricultur e an d othe r sector s 
of nationa l econom y mus t b e carr ie d out . 
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Therefore, beside s basi c education , the y neede d t o hav e als o 
developmental educatio n concernin g thei r occupation . 

In India , th e Communit y Developmen t programm e ha s trie d t o 
educate th e farmer s i n thi s regar d throug h extensio n educatio n an d literac y 
programmes. However , thes e ha d no t bee n ver y effectiv e a s woul d b e see n 
from th e lo w increas e i n foo d productio n o f th e country . Whil e indicatin g 
their attitude s toward s differen t item s o f agricultura l educatio n programme s 
of th e Communit y Developmen t set-u p th e youn g farmer s hav e attache d littl e 
importance t o extensio n activit ies . Th e finding s o f thi s stud y abou t th e 
attitudes o f th e youn g farmer s toward s agricultura l educatio n programme s 
indicate a n ove r emphasi s o n th e materialisti c approac h o f th e Communit y 
Development Programm e an d les s attentio n toward s th e developmen t o f huma n 
material an d resources . 

Though i n thes e programme s physica l input s lik e seeds , fer t i l izers , 
improved implement s an d insecticide s e t c . , wer e mad e availabl e an d 
distributed amon g th e farmer s o n a  larg e scal e i t ha s no t succeede d i n 
improving agricultura l productio n appreciabl y whic h ma y b e du e t o a  failur e 
to brin g abou t th e desire d chang e i n th e economi c behaviou r o f th e farmer . 
This chang e ca n onl y b e brough t abou t b y educatio n base d o n need s an d 
interes ts . Thi s ha s bee n highlighte d b y th e presen t stud y o f th e need s o f 
out-of-school rura l yout h engage d i n farmin g i n th e area s serve d b y specialise d 
programmes lik e th e IADP . 

The stud y reveale d tha t educatio n play s a n importan t rol e i n 
increasing agricultura l productivity . Amon g th e youn g farmer s interviewe d 
it wa s observe d tha t thei r agricultura l productivit y increase d wit h th e r is e 
in thei r education . Als o th e progressiv e elemen t i n th e youth s wa s foun d t o 
increase wit h th e r is e i n thei r educationa l level , particularl y amon g thos e 
who ha d educatio n abov e th e primar y level . 

In thes e hig h yieldin g area s wit h th e Packag e Programm e i n ful l 
swing wit h al l it s physica l an d educationa l activitie s th e averag e cro p yiel d 
had gon e u p t o abou t 37. 5 mds  o f whea t pe r a c r e . However , th e educate d 
farmer amon g thes e youth s o n a n averag e ha d produce d a  cro p yiel d a s hig h 
as 4 5 to 5 0 mds pe r a c r e . Thi s showe d ho w a  basi c educationa l programm e 
in thre e R' s i s essentia l fo r improvin g agricultura l production . Thi s 
production ca n b e accelerate d b y impartin g developmenta l educatio n relate d 
to farming . 

This enquir y als o showe d tha t almos t al l th e youth s wer e intereste d 
in an d desirou s o f learnin g ne w technique s o f far m production , far m manage -
ment an d far m mechanics . Th e detail s abou t thei r specia l interest s i n 
different item s unde r thes e instructiona l a rea s varie d fro m individua l t o 
individual bu t ther e wa s no t a  singl e individua l wh o ha d show n complet e 
apathy t o thes e items . 

The interest s expresse d b y thes e youth s showe d tha t the y desire d 
in orde r o f preference , t o stud y far m productio n (50%) , far m managemen t 
(44.4%), an d far m mechanic s (31.7% ) respectively . Unde r far m productio n 
these youn g farmer s wer e desirou s o f studyin g subject s lik e insec t contro l 
(85.4%), wee d contro l (83.9%) , cro p disease s ( 8 l . 55%), soi l testin g an d us e 
of fertilizatio n (68.9%) , an d vegetabl e gardenin g (52.9%) . Unde r far m 
management a  majorit y o f the youn g farmer s desire d t o stud y marketin g (78.6%) , 
soil conservatio n (77.6%) , co-operativ e farmin g (66%) , far m law s (65.5%) , 
farm financ e (44.1%) . Thes e subject s wer e directl y connecte d wit h investmen t 
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and profits . Th e youth s were , therefore , intereste d i n learnin g thing s whic h 
were concerne d wit h pecuniar y gain . Unde r far m mechanic s repai r an d 
maintenance o f pumps , engine s (70.3%) , far m implement s (64.5%) , an d t ractor s 
(54.3%), wer e th e majo r interest s o f thes e youn g farmers . The y als o showe d 
interests i n learnin g irrigatio n method s an d far m layou t (46.6% ) an d us e o f 
electricity (20.3%) . 

These wer e th e interest s tha t wer e directl y expresse d b y th e youn g 
farmers durin g th e intervie w wit h them . However , thes e interest s di d no t 
appear t o hav e bee n affecte d b y th e differen t educationa l level s o f th e youn g 
farmers a s the y wer e base d mor e o r les s o n thei r immediat e farmin g needs . 

But ther e wa s anothe r are a wher e the y ha d remaine d silen t durin g 
interviews an d wher e mos t o f the m neede d education . Thi s wa s th e are a 
of agro-base d industr ies . Youn g farmer s ha d ye t t o real is e tha t thes e 
industries wer e par t o f agricultur e an d helpe d i n increasin g thei r income . 

The stud y o f attitude s o f thes e youn g farmer s toward s certai n selecte d 
existing programme s o f agricultura l educatio n showe d tha t th e yout h 
attached ver y grea t importanc e t o sel f educatio n an d a n educationa l programm e 
through villag e leve l worker . Thi s implie s th e desir e t o lear n ne w 
things throug h immediat e practica l applicatio n o f th e thing s i n th e fiel d an d 
built upo n thei r practica l experience . Thi s als o show s tha t thoug h ther e i s 
a definit e nee d o f a n agricultura l educatio n programm e fo r th e youn g farmer s 
the utilit y o f th e programm e wil l mostl y depen d upo n th e immediat e practica l 
use i n th e field . Therefore , an y agricultural educatio n programm e fo r youn g 
farmers wil l hav e t o b e broke n u p int o smal l unit s fo r satisfyin g th e 
immediate need s an d interest s o f farmers . A  complete agricultura l 
educational programm e shoul d consist , therefore , o f a  ladde r o f suc h 
short course s whic h ma y lea d toward s th e understandin g o f al l th e processe s 
involved i n progressiv e farming . Whil e organisin g suc h course s thei r 
duration an d timing s shoul d b e i n accordanc e wit h th e convenienc e o f th e 
intending l ea rne r s . Thi s stud y ha s show n tha t th e youn g farmer s ca n spar e 
two evening s i n a  wee k an d a  fortnigh t afte r eac h agricultura l seaso n fo r 
learning ne w technique s o f farming . 

That ther e i s a  definit e nee d fo r suc h course s i s eviden t fro m thi s 
study. However , i t mus t b e mentione d tha t thes e course s wil l no t produc e 
agricultural expert s a s i n th e agricultura l college s bu t wil l mak e youn g 
farmers mor e efficient . Th e ultimat e ai m o f thes e course s shoul d b e t o 
establish th e youn g farmer s an d no t t o uproo t the m fro m thei r professio n t o 
go ou t i n searc h o f whit e colla r jobs . 
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