
STUDIES OF TANZAN1AN STUDENTS 

E . L . Klingelhofe r 
Sacramento Stat e Col lege , U . S . A . 

Summary 

Refe rence : Vol . 1 (1968 ) E 3 (p l3 ) 

The purpos e o f th e s tudie s wa s t o secur e 
information concernin g th e ab i l i t ie s an d i n t e r e s t s 
of Tanzania n s tudent s a t p r imary , secondar y an d 
un ive r s i ty l e v e l s . Th e publishe d r e p o r t s o f thes e 
s tudies hav e concentra te d o n th e occupationa l 
i n t e r e s t s o f secondar y schoo l s tuden t s , th e leve l s 
of abil i t y an d wha t thing s the y planne d t o teac h 
the i r ch i ld ren . 

Both Asia n an d Africa n boy s an d g i r l s 
w e r e th e subject s o f thes e s tud ie s . 

The s tudie s showe d a  remarkabl e s imilar i t y 
in leve l o f abi l i t y an d pa t t e rn s o f r e spons e withi n 
Asian sub-communitie s an d Africa n t r iba l g roups ; 
but a  be t t e r performanc e o f Asia n s tudent s genera l l y 
on th e abi l i t y t e s t s . Thi s ref lecte d th e environ -
mental advantage s hel d b y Asia n s tudent s genera l ly . 
T h e r e wa s c los e agreemen t o f Africa n an d Asia n 
secondary schoo l s tudent s o n socia l an d poli t ica l 
va lues an d i s s u e s , includin g a t t i tude s toward s 
child t r a in ing , o r th e u s e s t o whic h a  'windfall ' 
would b e put . A t som e point s thes e a t t i tude s an d 
va lues conflicte d wit h governmenta l p r o c e d u r e s . 

The autho r caut ion s tha t th e r e s u l t s o f thes e 
s tudies (1966-67 ) ma y b y no w b e ou t o f d a t e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y thos e base d o n th e ques t ionnai r e surve y 
m e t e r i a l . 

Report 

Introduction 

The wor k r epo r t e d o n he re i n wa s init iate d i n 196 6 i n Tanzania , an d 
most o f the dat a fo r i t we r e ga there d i n 196 6 an d 1967 . Som e r e p o r t s o f th e 
r e s e a r c h hav e appeare d i n th e profess iona l journa l s an d a r e cite d a t th e en d 
of th i s summary . I n addit ion , a  longe r an d mor e detai le d mimeographe d 
r e p o r t wa s r ende re d t o th e Min is t r y o f Educatio n o f th e Unite d Republi c o f 
Tanzania i n 196 7 an d ma y b e avai labl e fro m tha t sourc e (Klingelhofer , 1967c) . 
Some informatio n bear in g o n th e cognitiv e developmen t o f p r imar y schoo l 
chi ldren (S t anda rd s l l - l V ) h a s bee n tabulate d an d analyse d althoug h i t ha s no t 
appeared anywher e i n publishe d form . Summarie s ma y b e secure d fro m th e 
au thor . I n summarisin g thi s work , gratefu l acknowledgemen t i s give n t o th e 
Facul ty R e s e a r c h Fun d o f th e Univers i t y Col lege , D a r - e s - S a l a a m whic h mad e 
it al l pos s ib l e . 
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The fiel d researc h covere d th e groups , incorporate d th e measure s 
and utilise d th e linguisti c mediu m indicate d i n th e followin g chart : 

Subjects N  Instrument s Linguisti c 
Medium 

Firs t yea r educatio n 12 9 1 ) Raven' s Standar d Progressiv e Englis h 
students a t th e Matrice s 
University o f Eas t 
Africa, Dar-es-Salaa m 2 ) Modifie d versio n o f Gillespi e Englis h 

and Allport' s Questionnair e 
Youth's Outloo k o n th e Futur e 

Secondary schoo l 3,69 2 1 ) Raven' s Standar d Progressiv e Englis h 
students (Form s 1-4 ) Matrice s 
throughout Tanzani a 

2) Modifie d versio n o f Gillespi e Englis h 
and Allport' s Questionnair e 
Youth's Outloo k o n th e Futur e 

Upper primar y schoo l 93 7 1 ) Raven' s Standar d Progressiv e Swahil i 
students (Standar d VII)  Matrice s 
throughout Tanzani a 

2) Modifie d versio n o f Gillespi e Swahil i 
and Allport' s Youth' s Outloo k 
on th e Futur e 

Lower primar y schoo l 66 6 1 ) Modifie d Harr i s ' versio n o f Swahil i 
students (Standard s II-  Draw-a-Ma n Tes t 
IV) throughout Tanzani a 

2) Modifie d Bende r visua l Swahil i 
motor Gestal t 

In addition , i n a  totall y separat e projec t a n attemp t wa s mad e t o 
compile a  lis t o f al l o f th e psychologica l researc h an d writin g dealin g wit h 
sub-Saharan Africa . A  first editio n o f thi s effor t wa s publishe d b y th e 
Scandanavian Africa n Institut e (Klingelhofer , 1967d ) an d ha s sinc e bee n merge d 
into a  usefull y complet e bibliograph y unde r th e senio r authorshi p o f Professo r 
Sidney Irvin e (Irvine , 1971) . Copie s o f thi s documen t which , a s noted , i s a 
comprehensive listin g o f psychologica l an d psychologicall y relate d wor k ma y 
be obtaine d fro m th e publisher . 

Summary o f Result s 

The mai n objectiv e o f th e fiel d researc h wa s t o ge t a  bette r ide a o f 
the abilitie s an d interest s o f Tanzania n student s a t th e primary , secondar y 
and universit y level s an d t o mak e th e informatio n availabl e t o thos e wh o woul d 
be abl e t o us e th e dat a advantageousl y i n th e educationa l p rocess . No t muc h 
was know n abou t th e pupil s an d th e investigation s w e initiate d intende d t o fil l 
that voi d b y providin g descriptiv e statements . Whil e som e cros s comparison s 
did resul t , the y wer e incidenta l t o th e majo r purpos e whic h was,quit e simply , 
to secur e informatio n whic h wa s unavailabl e an d necessar y i f th e educationa l 
process wer e t o b e somewha t mor e awar e o f an d responsiv e t o th e childre n 
and youn g me n an d wome n i n th e schools . 
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The publishe d report s hav e concentrate d on  th e occupationa l 
interests o f secondar y schoo l students , th e level s o f abilit y a s define d b y 
Raven's Standar d Progressiv e Matrices , an d wha t thing s the y pla n t o teac h 
their children , i n addition , a  brie f methodologica l pape r evaluate d th e exten t 
to whic h th e languag e (Swahil i o r English ) i n whic h Raven' s Standar d 
Progressive Matrice s wa s administere d influence d th e performanc e o f 
Standard VII  pupils . 

The procedure s an d resul t s o f thes e investigation s a r e , i n brief , 
as follow s : 

1. Secondar y schoo l student s wer e aske d t o rank , i n orde r o f 
preference o r desirability , a  numbe r o f occupations . Boy s responde d t o a 
list o f 2 0 an d girl s t o on e containin g th e name s o f 1 3 occupations . Th e result s 
indicated tha t ther e i s a  fairl y eve n leve l o f interes t o n th e part s o f boy s an d 
girls i n th e variou s occuaption s ranke d ove r th e firs t thre e form s o f second -
ary school . Asia n an d Africa n boy s sho w closel y simila r pattern s o f prefer -
ence an d girl s draw n fro m thos e tw o group s als o agre e i n thei r preferences . 
The dat a indicat e tha t a t tha t tim e th e nationa l need s an d plan s an d th e indivi -
dual preference s o f secondar y schoo l student s wer e badl y mismatched . Th e 
students wer e overwhelmingl y oriente d towar d hig h prestig e professiona l 
occupations whil e th e countr y require d c lerks , skille d manua l workers , 
teachers an d nurses . Thes e dat a suggeste d som e nodification s i n nationa l 
manpower plannin g an d i n th e kind s o f informationa l service s availabl e t o 
secondary schoo l student s tha t woul d hel p t o bridg e thi s gul f (Klingelhofer , 
1967a). 

2. Secondar y schoo l student s als o complete d Raven' s Standar d 
Progressive Matrice s Tes t . Difference s i n mea n leve l o f performanc e wer e 
found t o b e associate d wit h ethni c grou p (Asia n o r African) , age , an d se x o f 
the studen t bu t wer e independen t o f trib e (African ) o r communit y (Asian ) 
subgroupings. Thes e finding s wer e take n t o suppor t th e contentio n o f othe r 
authors tha t tes t performanc e i s a  functio n o f environmenta l factor s 
(Klingelhofer, 1967b) . 

3 . Th e response s o f secondar y schoo l student s t o th e questio n 
"If yo u becom e a  parent , wha t tw o thing s wil l yo u t r y t o teac h you r children? " 
were analysed . Whil e th e overal l distributio n o f response s wa s foun d t o b e 
related t o th e se x an d ethni c grou p membershi p (Asia n o r African ) o f th e 
respondent, th e subgroup s di d no t diffe r i n th e strikin g frequenc y wit h whic h 
they name d obedienc e o r manners a s th e firs t goal . Thi s agreemen t wa s take n 
to mea n tha t "obedience " wa s functionall y synonymou s fo r th e tw o groups , th e 
Asians stressin g obedienc e i n chil d trainin g a s a  mean s o f assurin g th e 
integrity an d solidarit y o f thei r communitie s whil e th e African s emphasis e 
the continuit y o f a n historical , threatene d an d highl y structure d relationshi p 
of young t o olde r groups . Thes e resul t s di d no t affir m th e ear l ie r dat a o f 
Gillespie an d Allpor t t o th e effec t tha t chil d trainin g i s universall y movin g 
to independen t o r real ist i c trainin g bu t the y di d see m t o suppor t th e observa -
tion tha t cultura l form s ma y pers is t afte r thei r functiona l meanin g ha s bee n 
lost (Klingelhofer , 1971b) . 

4 . I n developin g procedure s fo r th e administratio n o f Raven' s 
Standard Progressiv e Matrice s Tes t t o upper primar y schoo l childre n w e 
evaluated th e effect s associate d wit h th e examiner , th e schoo l attende d b y 
the student , an d th e languag e i n whic h th e tes t wa s given . Al l th e childre n 
in Standar d (Grade)VI I i n tw o schools , on e metropolitan , on e ru ra l , wer e 
randomly assigne d t o a  languag e testin g conditio n an d t o a n examiner . Th e 
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complete analysi s le d u s t o conclud e tha t languag e o f administratio n ha d littl e 
or no  effec t o n performanc e o f th e childre n o n th e Progressiv e Matrice s Test ; 
that examine r effect s di d no t bea r significantl y o n th e resul ts ; an d tha t schoo l 
location o r qualit y probabl y ha s les s relationshi p t o performanc e o n task s 
like th e Progressiv e Matric e tha n othe r mor e educationall y linke d test s -  a s 
of attainmen t (Klingelhofer , 1971a) . 

Discussion 

Since th e investigation s dea l wit h separat e question s o r issue s an d 
were essentiall y information-seekin g o r descriptiv e i n characte r the y d o no t 
lend themselve s t o synthesis . Th e genera l trend s o r tendencie s noted , bot h 
in th e investigation s summarise d abov e an d i n th e othe r report s whic h hav e 
not appeare d i n th e professiona l journals , include : 

1. Remarkabl e similarit y i n leve l o f abilit y o r i n pattern s o f 
response t o questionnair e item s withi n ethni c subgroups . Asia n communitie s 
are indistinguishabl e fro m on e anothe r i n mos t o f th e test s o f questionnair e 
items; s o ar e Africa n triba l groups . 

2. Marke d difference s i n performanc e o f Africa n an d Asia n 
students o n th e Progressiv e Matrice s Test . Th e difference s ar e take n t o 
reflect th e environmenta l advantage s hel d b y Asia n student s generally . 

3 . Positiv e relationshi p o f performanc e o f th e Progressiv e 
Matrices Tes t t o th e educationa l leve l attaine d b y th e father s o f Africa n boy s 
and Asia n g i r l s . Moreover , th e leve l o f educatio n attaine d b y parent s o f 
secondary schoo l childre n surpasse s tha t o f th e populatio n a s a  whol e an d 
emphasises th e multiplicativ e effec t o f educatio n o n th e intellectua l attainment s 
of a  nation . 

4. Remarkabl y clos e agreemen t o f Africa n an d Asia n secondar y 
school student s o n man y socia l an d politica l value s an d i ssues , includin g 
attitudes towar d chil d trainin g o r th e use s t o whic h a  wind-fal l woul d b e put . 
These attitude s an d value s a t som e point s clearl y conflicte d wit h governmenta l 
procedures, an d change s i n nationa l educationa l an d economi c polic y t o tak e 
account o f thes e difference s wer e indicated . 

While ther e ar e profoun d difference s betwee n individual s i n a  countr y 
like Tanzani a -  i t i s probabl y axiomati c t o b e struc k b y th e discrepancie s o r 
contrasts whic h ar e s o readil y apparen t -  ther e ar e als o man y clos e similar -
ities betwee n th e childre n i n th e school s an d thi s congruenc e ma y b e expecte d 
to hav e a  significan t positiv e bearin g o n th e futur e development s i n th e countr y 
provided th e commo n element s d o no t giv e wa y t o rhetor ic . 

Finally, t o soun d a  not e o f caution , th e reade r need s t o b e reminde d 
that thes e resul t s a r e fiv e year s ol d an d tha t ma y mea n tha t som e o f the m ar e 
five year s ou t o f date . I t seem s likel y tha t th e informatio n growin g ou t o f th e 
use o f device s lik e th e Rave n Progressiv e Matrices , th e Harr i s Draw-a-Ma n 
or th e Bende r Gestal t test s woul d no t b e quickl y invalidate d bu t th e questionnair e 
survey materia l i n a  countr y a s young , a s vital , a s idealisti c an d a s preoccupie d 
with th e welfar e o f al l o f it s citizen s a s Tanzani a migh t g o stal e ver y quickly . 
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