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Summary 

Reference: Vol. 3 (1970-71 ) E 8 (p.49 ) 

The proble m o f disciplin e i n secondar y school s 
and teache r college s ha s bee n highlighte d i n recen t 
years b y s t r ikes . Investigatio n reveale d tha t som e 
schools ha d repeate d troubl e whil e 60 % of th e secondar y 
schools an d college s ha d no t a  singl e s t r ike . Neverthe -
l e s s , suc h strike s a s occurre d wer e dramati c symptom s 
of a  widesprea d disease . Thi s stud y attempt s t o diagnos e 
the diseas e a s reveale d i n th e disciplinar y attitude s o f 
"matched" group s o f secondar y schoo l boarder s an d da y 
students fro m severa l pilo t studies . Attitud e scale s wer e 
devised t o tes t 

i) attitud e t o teachers ' s leadershi p 
ii) attitud e t o teache r contro l 

iii) attitud e t o independen t wor k 

In th e fina l form s th e test s wer e administere d 
to th e pupil s o f th e complet e 3r d form s o f 2  secondar y 
schools i n Kampala , th e rat i o o f boarder s t o da y pupil s 
being kep t equal . 

The resul t s showe d n o consisten t differenc e 
between th e da y pupils ' and boarders ' attitudes . 

The refinemen t o f th e 'Scale ' afte r validatio n 
against a n externa l cr i ter ion , o r facto r analysi s ha s 
yet t o b e undertaken . 

Report 

I. Th e Proble m 

The proble m o f disciplin e i n secondar y school s an d teache r trainin g 
colleges i n Ugand a -  a s i n man y othe r Africa n countrie s -  ha s bee n high -
lighted i n recen t year s b y th e so-calle d s t r ikes . 

Head teacher s an d colleg e principal s consulte d b y th e Uganda n 
Ministry o f Education' s Schoo l Disciplin e Committee , whic h produce d it s 
report i n December , 1967 , sa w th e ter m strik e a s a  definit e misnome r -
given tha t s t r ikers ' tactic s include d anythin g fro m mil d dissen t suc h a s 
reluctance t o sin g i n chape l o r tur n ou t fo r games,t o outrigh t rio t an d vio -
lence suc h a s stonin g a  head' s office , f i re- ra is ing , attackin g a  principal ' s 
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home, damagin g staf f c a r s , o r mas s insul t an d defianc e o f a  Distric t Edu -
cation Officer , schoo l governor s an d polic e officers . Al l thi s i s apar t fro m 
what coul d mor e reasonabl y b e terme d strik e tact ics , namel y boycottin g o f 
classes o r meals . 

In secondar y school s an d teache r trainin g college s ther e wer e 
twenty-two seriou s disturbance s betwee n 195 5 and 1969 , an d a s man y a s nin e 
in 196 5 alone . Ther e wer e severa l mor e durin g th e perio d o f th e wri ter ' s 
research i n Ugand a betwee n 1969  an d 1971 . A t no  tim e durin g th e perio d 
from 195 5 onward s wa s th e numbe r o f secondar y school s an d teache r trainin g 
colleges greate r tha n on e hundred . 

The importanc e o f th e strik e i n th e contex t o f schoo l disciplin e a s a 
whole ha s t o b e kep t i n th e prope r perspective . O n th e on e hand , whil e som e 
schools ha d repeate d trouble , slightl y mor e tha n 60 % of school s an d college s 
had neve r experience d a  s t r ike . O n th e othe r hand , th e Repor t (1967 ) showe d 
concern tha t co-operativ e relationship s betwee n student s an d heads , prin -
cipals an d staf f wer e ofte n seriousl y impaired , producin g ba d disciplinar y 
atmosphere withou t outrigh t defiance . Strike s wer e merel y th e mos t dramati c 
symptom o f a  widesprea d malaise . 

The repor t wa s abl e t o produc e th e followin g profile : s t r iker s wer e 
predominantly bo y boarder s i n post-primar y school s o r college s whic h selec t 
students o f wel l abov e averag e abilit y an d i n whic h th e student s ar e articulat e 
and vocal ; strike s wer e almos t unknow n wit h g i r l s . A n obviou s cavea t i s 
attached t o us e o f th e ter m 'boy ' i n Eas t Africa n schools : i n 1969 , 42 % of 
Ugandan For m I  boys wer e l 6 o r ove r an d 21 % of boy s i n Form s II I an d IV , 
20 o r over . 

The single-se x boardin g institutio n predominate s i n Uganda n post -
Primary education , onl y 11 % of school s an d college s takin g da y pupils , an d a 
further 10 % taking bot h da y pupil s an d boarders . Th e da y schools ' signifi -
cance i s increase d howeve r b y thei r individua l roll s bein g fa r l a rger : 
several da y school s i n th e capita l cit y o f Kampal a ar e force d t o emplo y 
morning an d afternoo n shif t systems . 

The boardin g traditio n wa s begu n a t th e tur n o f th e centur y b y th e 
Anglican an d Roma n Catholi c missions , wit h th e ai m o f th e adaptatio n o f ou r 
English publi c schoo l metho d t o th e Africa n r a c e . Responsibilit y fo r 
Secondary schoolin g i n Ugand a ha s passe d fro m th e voluntar y agencie s t o th e 
government o f th e Republic , bu t th e legac y o f elitis m i s stil l stron g i n th e 
boarding schools . Mos t ar e highl y selective , creamin g of f th e bes t materia l 
according t o th e criterio n o f th e Primar y Leavin g Examination . Mos t school s 
which tak e boarder s an d da y pupil s awar d boardin g place s t o th e ablest . Mos t 
day school s i n Ugand a wer e originall y establishe d fo r urba n pupil s an d 
children o f Uganda' s Asia n communit y stil l receiv e thei r educatio n i n thes e 
schools. Africa n pupil s no w attendin g da y school s ten d t o b e thos e wh o hav e 
failed t o gai n place s a t boardin g schools , an d da y school s hav e lowe r prestig e 
in th e eyes  o f Africa n parent s an d public . 

Causes o f strike s an d indiscipline , a s suggeste d b y th e ministry' s 
Report (1967),b y a n analysi s o f hea d teachers ' an d principals ' view s an d b y 
drawing o n pupils ' an d student s ow n opinion s ca n b e categorize d int o nin e 
groups. 
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(i) Cause s relate d t o th e teachers , includin g hig h percentag e o f 
inexperienced staff , poo r professiona l standard s i n Primar y schools , hig h 
percentage o f expatriat e staf f unfamilia r wit h th e Africa n situation , an d mis -
understandings an d suspicio n cause d b y th e linguisti c an d cultura l ga p 
between expatriat e teacher s an d Africa n pupils . 

(ii) Cause s associate d wit h schoo l administration , tha t is,lac k o f 
continuity o f hea d teachers , shortag e o f experience d Africa n teacher s t o 
assume headships , an d tendencie s especiall y i n boardin g situation s t o impos e 
a multiplicit y o f negativ e rule s o n olde r pupils . 

(iii) Cause s emergin g fro m th e educationa l syste m i n general , 
especially fro m it s excessiv e orientatio n toward s examinatio n requirement s -
which ha s produce d i n pupil s a  twiste d ide a o f wha t schoo l i s for , preferenc e 
of spoon-feedin g an d rote-learnin g methods , wit h th e attendan t over-dependenc e 
on teachers , widesprea d lac k o f rea l interes t i n schoo l subjects , an d extreme s 
of anxiet y ove r examinations , give n th e make-or-brea k significanc e o f schoo l 
certificates. 

(iv) Cause s emergin g fro m economi c p re s su res , includin g th e pre -
occupation wit h examinatio n succes s a s a n economi c passport , bu t als o 
involving th e strai n o n pupil s o f onl y moderat e ability , whos e parent s an d 
families hav e sacrifice d to  provid e schoo l fees . 

(v) Cause s relate d t o politica l influences , i n tha t Africa n nationalis m 
has compromise d previou s unquestionin g acceptanc e o f Europea n teachers ' 
authority -  eve n thoug h n o evidence exist s o f widesprea d resentmen t o f 
European teacher s a s such , a  fe w strike s durin g th e 1960' s hav e bee n t race -
able t o youth winge r agitatio n wit h a n anti-Europea n b ias . 

(vi) Cause s relate d t o inadequat e educationa l facilitie s i n som e 
schools- namel y insufficient , overcrowde d classrooms , deficience s i n 
laboratories, workship s an d l ib rar ies , an d shortag e o f book s an d materials . 

(vii)Causes relate d t o boardin g schools ' livin g facilities - namel y 
poor food , overcrowdin g an d lac k o f recreationa l facilitie s i n som e schools , 
with th e strain s o f a n institutionalize d lif e applyin g fo r al l boardin g establish -
ments, howeve r well-appointed . 

(viii) Cause s relate d t o th e Africa n hom e background - especiall y t o 
the tendenc y fo r boy s t o b e accorde d men' s freedom s a t hom e i n mid-teen s 
making i t difficul t fo r the m t o accep t boardin g schools ' restr ict ions , an d als o 
to th e shee r cultura l ga p betwee n th e requirement s o f th e uneducate d Africa n 
home an d thos e o f th e Westernize d schoo l environmen t staffe d mainl y b y 
foreigners. 

(ix) Cause s emergin g fro m th e near-universa l proble m whereb y 
extension o f youn g people' s educatio n ha s pu t the m int o a n ambiguou s positio n 
where restr ict io n o f freedo m i s couple d wit h lac k o f rea l adul t responsibili -
ties -  producin g frustration , resentmen t an d nihilis m amon g man y young adults . 

All thes e set s o f cause s -  excep t th e sevent h -  applie d fo r da y pupil s 
as wel l a s boarders . Bu t da y pupil s i n Ugand a hav e thei r ow n problems . 
The circumstance s unde r whic h da y pupil s live d an d worke d i n Kampal a range d 
between th e inconvenien t an d th e downrigh t squalid . Eve n livin g happil y a t 
home with.hi s parents , th e da y pupi l typicall y ha d t o attemp t homewor k i n th e 
noisy, usuall y crowded , dimly-li t roo m whic h th e whol e famil y shared . Man y 
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day pupil s ar e pu t u p b y relat ives , payin g thei r kee p b y chore s aroun d th e 
house. Wit h inconsiderat e re la t ives , thi s ca n necessiat e ver y earl y r is ing , 
and furthe r wor k afte r school , leavin g th e pupi l tire d b y th e tim e homewor k 
can b e begun . Man y hav e t o wal k severa l mile s pe r da y t o an d fro m school , 
and ma y hav e onl y on e prope r mea l pe r day . Worst-of f o f al l ar e da y pupil s 
who liv e independently , sa y i n Kampala , an d ca n onl y ren t squali d sleepin g 
space, surrounde d b y th e wors t manifestation s o f Africa n slu m dwelling . 
Serious organize d indisciplin e amon g da y pupil s ha s bee n ver y ra r e however . 

However auster e an d poorly-equippe d hi s schoo l ma y be , th e 
boarder get s thre e meal s a  day , clea n sleepin g accommodatio n an d a  well-lit , 
quiet roo m i n whic h t o stud y i n th e evenings ; a t leas t som e organize d rec rea -
tions an d entertainment s ar e available , an d th e boarde r ha s ver y littl e wor k 
to d o apar t fro m hi s studies . Perhap s thi s ha s bee n par t o f th e troubl e -  th e 
insulated, introverte d boardin g communit y wit h tim e o n it s hand s t o magnif y 
minor irri tation s an d pett y grievances , an d allo w anxiet y ove r academi c 
success t o reac h a n unrealisti c o r eve n neuroti c level . 

The Ministry' s Repor t an d othe r survey s mad e i t clea r tha t seriou s 
indiscipline wa s associate d almos t exclusivel y wit h boardin g schools , part i -
cularly sinc e outbreak s typicall y involve d disturbance s i n th e evening , out -
side th e schoo l da y proper . 

II Preliminar y Hypothesi s 

The rea l enigm a emerge d fro m inspectio n o f an y lis t o f Uganda n 
Secondary school s wher e seriou s indisciplin e ha d occurred . Her e i t becam e 
obvious tha t strike s ha d bee n occurring , an d recurr ing , i n boardin g school s 
where,at th e tim e o f th e trouble , al l th e facilitie s wer e adequate , th e head s 
experienced, th e staf f wel l qualified , th e schoo l regime s fa r fro m oppressive , 
and wher e effort s wer e mad e t o deinsulat e th e boarder s b y encouragin g 
activities outsid e i n th e community , suc h a s Re d Cros s work , voluntar y wor k 
camps, communit y developmen t project s an d scout s an d guides , i n additio n t o 
the usua l sport s an d recreat ions . 

A tentative hypothesi s wa s forme d an d becam e th e basi s fo r th e 
planning o f th e researc h investigatio n eventuall y conducte d fro m 1970-71 . I t 
was hypothesise d tha t th e boardin g situatio n i n itself , a s oppose d t o da y 
school attendance , ha d a  distinctiv e effec t o n Uganda n pupils ' disciplinar y 
attitudes, quit e independentl y o f schoo l facilities , schoo l administratio n an d 
the professiona l an d persona l qualitie s o f teachers . 

To attemp t t o contro l al l th e variable s apar t fro m boardin g a s 
opposed t o da y schoo l attendance , measuremen t wa s aime d a t comparin g dis -
ciplinary attitude s o f da y pupil s an d boarder s o f th e sam e ag e an d abilit y 
ranges , no t onl y attendin g th e sam e schools , bu t als o sharin g classroom s an d 
the sam e set s o f teachers . Tha t i s , th e subject s wer e t o b e pupil s fro m th e 
relatively smal l numbe r o f school s i n Ugand a wit h bot h da y pupil s an d boarder s 
on thei r ro l l s . I t wa s hypothesise d tha t th e da y pupil s woul d displa y mor e 
favourable disciplinar y attitude s tha n boarder s i n term s o f attitud e scal e 
scores . 

III Attitud e Measuremen t 

In th e moder n Secondar y schoo l context , pupils ' abilit y t o wor k 
independently an d achiev e self-discipline , an d th e teachers ' abilit y t o promot e 
this throug h hi s actua l subjec t teachin g method s ar e largel y inseparabl e fro m 

254 



the shee r contro l aspec t o f discipline . Fou r attitude s amon g th e Uganda n 
pupils wer e t o b e assessed : 

(i) Attitud e t o teachers ' leadershi p i n th e learnin g proces s -
whereby favourabl e response s denote d preferenc e fo r bein g require d t o thin k 
and wor k independently , involvin g discussion s an d assistin g th e teache r i n 
planning an d decision-making , an d unfavourabl e response s denote d preferenc e 
of spoon-feedin g an d leavin g al l decision-makin g t o th e teacher . 

(ii) Attitud e t o teache r contro l -  whereb y favourabl e response s 
denoted responsible , well-balance d view s o f schoo l rule s an d sanction s 
currently i n effect,an d unfavourabl e denote d a  hostile , resentfu l an d il l -
balanced reaction . 

(iii) Attitud e t o independen t wor k -  i n projecte d situation s wher e 
difficulties obstructe d work , wher e opportunit y aros e t o b e laz y o r tak e a n 
easy wa y out , an d wher e th e teache r wa s inadequate . Origina l measure s 
were constructe d fo r th e above . 

(iv) Attitud e t o schoo l -  a  mor e genera l assessment , b y a n existin g 
Thurstone-type scale , tha t wa s devise d fo r Primar y an d Secondar y pupil s 
in Ne w Zealan d b y Fit t (1956) , i n whic h th e scal e statement s cove r whethe r 
school i s worthwhile , whethe r tim e a t schoo l i s happy , whethe r schoo l wor k 
is hard , an d whethe r tim e ou t o f schoo l i s bet ter . 

Measurement b y attitud e scal e wa s considere d particularl y usefu l 
for thi s r esea rch , becaus e o f th e advantage s o f quick , easy , unambiguou s 
registering o f responses , an d objectivit y o f scoring . Scal e statemen t 
technique (Thurston e 196 0 pp . 216-232 ; Verno n 195 3 pp. 144-154 ; Likert , 
Roslow an d Murph y 1934 ) wa s use d t o measur e (i ) attitud e t o teachers ' 
leadership i n th e learnin g proces s an d (ii ) attitud e t o teache r control . 

Presentation o f th e statement s fo r (i ) wa s modelle d o n th e techniqu e 
of Forres te r (1951) , wh o se t ou t he r scal e i n a  quasi-dramati c form , wit h th e 
statements groupe d togethe r i n set s o f fiv e an d give n th e forma t o f speeche s 
in a  discussio n amon g teenager s o f th e subjects ' ow n age . 

The approac h fo r (iii ) attitud e t o independen t wor k wa s base d o n th e 
technique o f Bronfenbrenne r (1966 ) i n experimenta l studie s o f th e socializatio n 
of America n an d Sovie t childre n o f lat e Primar y schoo l stage . Bronfenbrenne r 
confronted th e childre n wit h imaginar y dilemm a situation s wher e the y ha d t o 
choose betwee n endorsin g adult-approv e d an d adult-disapprov e d behaviou r 
and the n regis te r o n a  six-poin t scal e ho w sur e the y wer e o f th e cours e o f 
action the y woul d take . 

Subjective assessmen t o f th e conten t validit y o f th e set s o f statement s 
of item s wa s implie d i n th e criticism s an d recommendation s o f a  pane l o f eigh t 
Makerere Universit y Colleg e educatio n tutor s wh o wer e aske d t o conside r 
how effectivel y th e batche s o f item s represente d th e firs t thre e attitud e topics . 

A crucia l proble m wa s ensurin g th e suitabilit y o f th e languag e o f th e 
whole form s -  rubr ic , instruction s an d example s a s wel l a s th e item s proper . 
The subject s wer e exclusivel y Africa n middl e schoo l pupils , taugh t throug h 
the mediu m o f English , bu t fo r who m Englis h wa s a  secon d language . A 
considerable rang e o f abilit y i n Englis h wa s t o b e expected . 

In th e administratio n o f intelligenc e test s t o Africa n children , 
printed instruction s hav e prove d fa r les s effectiv e tha n demonstratio n o f 
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required responses , an d ideall y ar e kep t t o a  minimum , expresse d i n languag e 
empirically foun d t o communicat e effectivel y wit h th e subjects . Printe d 
instructions wer e minimize d i n thi s stud y an d th e whol e group s o f subject s 
were take n throug h demonstrate d examples . 

A three-stage procedur e wa s use d t o eliminat e th e linguisticall y 
unsuitable fro m th e form s : 

(i) objectiv e assessmen t agains t th e vocabular y cri teri a o f 
West's (1963 ) Genera l Servic e Lis t o f Englis h Word s 
( G . S . L . ) , an d sentenc e structur e cri ter i a i n th e Ne w 
Oxford Englis h Cours e boo k fo r Primar y leavin g stag e 
(See Wingar d an d Brigh t 1963 , revise d Harriso n 1969 ) 

(ii) subjectiv e assessmen t b y th e pane l o f eigh t educatio n 
staff, includin g Africa n tutor s an d specialist s i n 
teaching Englis h a s a  secon d languag e 

(iii) indicatio n o f linguisti c difficultie s b y th e pupil s 
themselves a t th e pilo t stud y stage . 

IV Researc h i n th e School s 

According t o th e headmasters ' opinion s a s analyse d b y El-Ab d 
Secondary For m II I pupil s wer e th e mos t frequen t sourc e o f seriou s dis -
ciplinary trouble , s o th e fina l stud y involve d a  tota l o f 26 6 boarder s an d da y 
pupils i n For m III . A s a  furthe r precautio n t o ensur e thei r usability , th e 
pilot stud y provisiona l form s wer e administere d t o 11 2 unstreame d boarder s 
and da y pupil s fro m on e of  th e school s whos e For m II I wa s t o provid e sub -
jects fo r th e stud y proper . 

Two clas s unit s o f 3 8 an d on e o f 3 6 wer e used . Eac h provisiona l 
form wa s administere d b y th e wri ter , an d assigne d t o a  separat e fort y minut e 
period, allowin g mor e tha n enoug h tim e fo r demonstratio n an d ensurin g tha t 
pupils indicate d an y part s whic h the y coul d no t understand . The y wer e als o 
questioned orall y concernin g suc h difficultie s an d source s o f difficult y noted . 
Pupils wer e assure d o f anonymit y throug h number s alon e bein g use d t o 
identify eac h individual' s separat e forms . 

Three ver y obviou s source s o f linguisti c difficult y emerge d an d 
were eliminate d fro m th e fina l forms . N o difficulty wa s indicate d wit h th e 
Fitt scale , an d i t showe d a n uncorrecte d reliabilit y i n th e pilo t stud y a t 
0.76, b y th e sam e split-hal f reliabilit y chec k a s use d b y Fit t , namel y arrivin g 
at tw o half-test s b y pairin g statement s o f simila r scal e value . 

Scores o n each o f th e provisiona l form s wer e reasonabl y wel l 
spread, suggestin g tha t eliminatio n o f poorl y discriminatin g statement s an d 
items i n th e firs t thre e woul d produc e attitud e measuremen t form s suitabl e 
for us e i n th e researc h paper . 

The for m fo r (i ) attitud e t o teachers ' leadershi p i n th e learnin g pro -
cess wa s reduce d fro m 5 0 t o 2 5 statements ; tha t fo r (ii ) attitud e t o teache r 
control fro m 6 4 t o 30 ; an d tha t fo r (iii ) attitud e t o independen t wor k fro m 
15 items t o 9 . 

The fina l form s wer e administere d t o a  tota l o f 26 6 pupils , th e 
complete thir d form s o f tw o Secondar y school s i n Kampala . Bot h school s 
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provided thir d for m classe s i n whic h th e rati o o f boarder s t o da y pupil s wa s 
almost equal ; i n neithe r schoo l wer e boarder s selecte d o n th e basi s o f 
academic ability , an d al l seve n classe s involve d wer e unstreamed . 5 3 da y 
pupils an d 5 5 boarders wer e use d i n a  six-yea r Secondar y school,an d 8 6 da y 
pupils an d 7 2 boarders i n a  four-yea r Secondary . I n neithe r schoo l wa s ther e 
a significan t differenc e betwee n th e mea n age s o f thir d for m da y pupil s an d 
boarders : 16.7 3 an d 16.7 2 respectivel y i n th e six-yea r schoo l an d 16.4 8 an d 
16.58 in th e four-yea r school . Bot h school s ha d expatriat e headmaster s 
and a  majorit y o f expatriat e staff . Bot h school s ha d som e experienc e o f strik e 
trouble, th e six-yea r schoo l havin g ha d a  ver y seriou s an d violen t outbrea k 
in 1965 . 

The hypothesi s wa s tha t da y pupil s woul d displa y mor e favourabl e 
disciplinary attitude s tha n boarder s i n th e sam e schoo l environment , i n term s 
of thei r score s o n th e fina l forms , becaus e o f da y pupils ' greate r opportunit y 
to asser t an d us e independence , greate r freedo m fro m th e strain s o f institu -
tional life , an d thei r avoidanc e o f possibl e frictio n wit h schoo l authorit y afte r 
class hours . 

Results provide d virtuall y n o suppor t fo r th e hypothesis . 

There wa s n o significan t differenc e betwee n th e mean s o f th e six-yea r 
school da y pupil s an d boarder s o n an y o f th e form s -  excep t tha t ther e wa s a n 
almost significan t differenc e i n favou r o f th e da y pupil s o n attitud e t o teache r 
control . Th e four-yea r schoo l da y pupil s produce d a  significantl y mor e 
favourable scor e tha n thei r boarde r classmate s onl y fo r attitud e t o school . 
In th e latte r case , 8.3 % of th e boarder s endorse d th e leas t favourabl e state -
ment o n Fi t t ' s scal e (valu e 10.5 ) whil e non e o f th e da y pupil s endorse d i t . 
This statemen t i s " I hat e schoo l mor e tha n anythin g e l se" . Also , 13.8 % of 
the boarder s endorse d th e hig h valu e (unfavourable ) statements : " 1 think lif e 
would b e bette r i f al l th e school s wer e closed " (9 .6) , an d "Schoo l i s a  wast e 
of time " (9 .2) . Agai n n o da y pupil s endorse d thes e statements . I t migh t hav e 
been th e cas e tha t fo r som e o f th e boarder s i n tha t schoo l attitud e t o schoo l 
was adversel y affecte d b y supervisio n afte r schoo l hour s an d jus t no t gettin g 
completely awa y fro m schoo l atmospher e afte r c l a s ses . 

Reliability estimate s wer e gaine d fo r eac h for m b y alternat e ite m 
split-half techniqu e (Thorndik e 195 1 pp.579-586 ) fo r th e firs t thre e forms , 
and b y pairin g statement s o f th e simila r scal e valu e i n Fi t t ' s scale . Th e es t i -
mates wer e base d o n th e script s o f 12 0 subjects . For m 2 , fo r attitud e t o 
teacher control , gaine d a n uncorrecte d estimat e o f 0 .84 , whil e Fi t t ' s scal e 
this tim e gaine d a n uncorrecte d reliabilit y o f 0 . 7 1 . Th e form s fo r attitud e t o 
teachers ' leadershi p i n th e learnin g p rocess , an d attitud e t o independen t wor k 
were fa r les s satisfactor y -  wit h estimate s o f 0.5 8 an d 0.4 9 respectively . 

V Conclusion s 

Lack o f consisten t difference s betwee n th e da y pupils ' an d boarders ' 
attitudes i n term s o f thei r score s wa s encouragin g fro m th e poin t o f vie w o f 
concern ove r th e effect s o f da y pupils ' livin g condition s an d widesprea d lac k 
of adequat e stud y facilitie s i n th e evenings : thei r attitude s di d no t see m t o 
have bee n adversel y affected . Also , institutiona l routine , regularize d meal s 
and sleep , extr a amenitie s an d evenin g stud y facilitie s di d no t see m t o hav e 
given boarder s i n thes e school s an y distinc t advantag e i n term s o f discipli -
nary attitudes . 
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Form 2  emerged a s a  reasonabl y successfull y constructe d scal e 
which migh t b e applicabl e i n furthe r researc h i n Eas t Afric a -  afte r validatio n 
against a n external cri terion , o r facto r analysis , whic h hav e ye t t o be under -
taken. I t seeme d t o hav e sample d conten t bette r tha n an y of th e others . 
Fit t 's scal e wa s as reliabl e a s whe n applie d i n Ne w Zealand, For m 1 , a t 2 5 
statements, wa s probably to o brief, especiall y i n th e quasi-dramati c format , 
and For m 3  probably to o susceptibl e t o guarded , conservativ e o r eve n fake d 
responses . 

From experienc e her e i t woul d see m necessar y t o tak e considerabl e 
care ove r ensurin g th e suitabilit y o f th e languag e o f scale s o r standardize d 
questionnaires fo r Eas t Africa n schoo l pupils . Systemati c checking , involv -
ing Africa n teacher s o r colleg e an d university staff , an d specialist s i n 
English a s a  secon d languag e seem s desirable , althoug h linguisti c suitabilit y 
can onl y ultimatel y b e stablishe d empirically . 
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