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In orde r t o examin e th e influenc e o f socio-economi c 
factors o n educationa l achievemen t th e investigatio n wa s 
made a t 3  levels : Fift h Yea r Elementary , Secon d Yea r 
Secondary, an d Fift h Yea r Secondar y pupils . Th e 
survey reveale d a  comple x situatio n enjoinin g cautio n 
in associatin g schoo l achievemen t wit h socia l c lass . 
Many lowe r clas s childre n (especiall y Moslems ) wer e 
performing creditabl y a t elementar y level , an d man y 
upper clas s pupil s i n th e senio r secondar y school s wer e 
achieving disappointin g resu l t s . 

Polygamy wa s a  slightl y advers e facto r a t secondar y 
level. Famil y siz e wa s significan t a t elementar y an d 
junior secondar y levels ; an d lat e entranc e wa s 
significant a t secondar y school . Schoo l boarder s 
seemed t o b e a t a n advantage . Irregula r attendanc e 
among th e poo r affectin g performanc e reflecte d a  hig h 
incidence o f sickness ; i r regula r attendanc e amon g th e 
advantaged pupil s showe d lac k o f commitment . 

Report 

In wester n societ y w e ar e accustome d t o relat e schoo l performanc e 
to socia l clas s an d t o assum e tha t th e difficultie s o f th e lowe r clas s chil d 
increase a s th e educationa l ladde r i s climbed . Ou r assumption s concernin g 
the influenc e o f th e socio-economi c factor s o n educationa l achievemen t ma y 
or ma y not b e vali d i n othe r societie s tha n ou r own . T o examin e thi s questio n 
a modes t investigatio n wa s mad e a t thre e level s o f th e educationa l syste m i n 
the cit y o f Freetown , S ie r r a Leone . Th e surve y populatio n comprise d 
1,075 fift h yea r elementary , 68 2 secon d yea r secondar y an d 40 7 fift h yea r 
secondary pupils , jus t unde r hal f th e numbe r o f childre n i n th e school s a t 
each level. 1 Th e teacher s wer e aske d t o plac e th e pupil s i n fiv e grade s o f 

The elementar y sampl e comprise d al l th e pupil s attendin g Clas s Fiv e i n th e 
municipal school s (a s distinc t fro m th e denominationa l schools ) o f th e city . 
At secondar y leve l hal f o f th e school s wer e selecte d a t rando m an d thei r 
second yea r an d fift h yea r pupil s wer e investigated . 
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academic achievement , A  t o E , an d informatio n supplie d b y th e pupil s 
enabled the m t o b e classifie d int o fiv e parenta l statu s groups . 1 Informatio n 
was collecte d concernin g language , birthplace , religion , famil y size , 
housing conditions , th e incidenc e o f polygamy , th e ag e a t whic h th e pupi l 
started school , an d regularit y o f attendance . I n a  fe w case s a  younge r 
child wa s unable , an d a n olde r pupi l unwilling , t o giv e a  particula r ite m o f 
information, an d th e possibilit y o f som e deliberatel y fals e answer s -  whethe r 
intended t o pleas e th e questione r o r t o concea l th e trut h -  mus t als o b e 
accepted. Nevertheles s i t wa s hope d tha t th e stud y woul d b e o f som e 
interest an d value . 

General Informatio n 

Of th e 1,07 5 elementar y schoo l children , o f who m 449  (41.77% ) wer e 
g i r l s , n o les s tha n 69.5 % came barefoo t t o school . Abou t on e fift h o f the m 
had immigrate d t o Freetow n fro m birthplace s i n th e interior , an d mos t o f 
these immigrant s ha d com e fro m th e norther n province , whic h i s th e mos t 
backward par t o f th e countr y economically . 

Krio, a  pidgi n whic h constitute s th e lingu a franc a o f Sierr a Leone , 
was cite d b y 57.8 % of th e childre n a s thei r vernacular , bu t altogethe r som e 
20 language s wer e represente d i n th e surve y population . Th e mos t 
popular triba l language s wer e th e norther n language s Temn e an d Limb a 
spoken b y 15 % and 8 % respectively. Th e principa l souther n language , 
Mende, wa s i n thir d plac e alongsid e Kro o whic h i s spoke n b y fisherme n o f 
Liberian origi n i n th e wester n par t o f th e city . 

In th e tw o secondar y group s surveyed , th e percentag e o f girl s wa s 
45.5% a t secon d yea r level , an d 47.9 % of th e senio r secondar y sample . 2 

The grea t majorit y wor e sandal s whic h see m t o b e regarde d a s a  necessar y 
part o f schoo l equipment . A  much greate r proportion , almos t hal f th e 
total i n eac h case , wer e immigrant s int o Freetown , man y o f the m havin g 
come u p speciall y t o enjo y th e educationa l amenitie s o f th e capital . Th e 
majority o f thes e lat te r ha d com e fro m th e Mend e speakin g area s o f th e 
South wher e l i terac y i s mor e widesprea d an d th e deman d fo r secondar y 
education grea te r . 28.8 % of th e secon d yea r sampl e an d 29.1 % of th e 
senior secondar y pupil s wer e livin g i n lodging s an d jus t ove r 11 % of eac h 
group wer e accommodate d i n schoo l boardin g houses . 

1 
Group On e comprise d th e offsprin g o f manageria l an d professiona l me n wit h 
some for m o f highe r education . Mother s withi n thi s grou p ha d usuall y 
completed secondar y schoo l an d a  fe w ha d highe r educatio n a lso . I n 
Group Two , father s ha d complete d th e five-yea r secondar y schoo l cours e 
and man y mother s ha d als o receive d som e secondar y education . Th e 
third grou p comprise d thos e whos e parent s ha d bot h receive d som e 
education an d on e o f them , usuall y th e father , ha d bee n t o secondar y 
school eve n i f h e ha d no t complete d th e course . Parenta l employment , 
though modest , wa s usuall y secure . Fo r Grou p Fou r th e onl y qualificatio n 
was tha t on e paren t ha d receive d a t leas t som e primar y education , wherea s 
children consigne d t o Grou p Fiv e wer e thos e whos e parent s wer e bot h 
i l l i terate. 

2 Singl e se x school s ar e th e orde r o f th e da y i n Freetown , an d o f th e 
schools i n th e survey , onl y th e Secondar y Technica l Schoo l i s co-educational . 
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Parental Statu s Group s 

The divisio n o f th e elementar y schoo l sampl e int o parenta l statu s 
groups underline d th e povert y an d socia l disadvantag e whic h i s th e lot s o f 
so man y Africa n children . O f th e 1,07 5 children , onl y 5.2 % coul d b e place d 
in th e to p grou p wherea s ove r 40 % were i n th e lowes t one . Th e junio r 
secondary sampl e reveale d a  socia l stratificatio n no t vastl y differen t bu t 
somewhat les s acute . I n 196 9 fees , textbooks , an d schoo l unifor m cos t 
about £2 5 pe r annu m -  a  considerabl e su m -  bu t secondar y educatio n coul d 
scarcely b e describe d a s a  middl e clas s monopoly . Indee d nearl y 54 % of 
the junio r secondar y pupil s wer e i n th e tw o botto m parenta l statu s group s 
(four an d five ) an d onl y 6.3 % were i n Grou p One . Onl y a t th e senio r 
secondary leve l wa s ther e a  clea r preponderanc e o f highe r statu s parent s 
and a  nea r eliminatio n o f pupil s fro m illiterat e homes . 

Table 1  Parenta l Statu s Group s 

Group 1  Grou p 2  Grou p 3  Grou p 4  Grou p 5  Tota l 
(Highest) (Lowest ) 

/o %  % %  % 

Elementary 
School 
Sample (1075 ) 5.2 1 13.2 1 16.8 4 24.3 7 40.3 7 10 0 

Second Yea r 
Secondary 
Sample (682 ) 6.3 3 18.3 3 21.5 5 21.1 1 32.6 8 10 0 

Fifth Yea r 
Secondary 
Sample (407 ) 29.4 8 17.6 9 22.8 5 24.5 7 5.4 1 10 0 

However, when thi s distributio n wa s relate d t o academi c performance , 
the situatio n prove d mor e comple x tha n expected . A t al l thre e level s th e 
teachers achieve d a  goo d distributio n o f grade s thoug h ther e wa s a  sligh t 
tendency fo r th e junio r secondar y teacher s t o b e mor e generou s o r mor e 
optimistic tha n thei r colleagues . I n the elementar y schoo l sample , 
evidence o f associatio n wa s readil y forthcoming . 
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Table 2 A Parenta l Statu s Group s an d Academi c 
Performance -  Elementar y Schoo l Leve l 

Academic Grou p 1  Grou p 2  Grou p 3  Grou p 4  Grou p 5 
Grades n=5 6 n=U 2 n=l8 l n=26 2 n=48 4 

% % % % % 

Grades A  + B 64.2 9 42.9 5 30.3 9 28.8 0 21.2 0 
Grade C  28.5 7 34.5 1 37.0 1 36.9 4 34.3 3 
Grades D  + E 7.1 4 22.5 4 32.6 0 36.2 6 44.4 7 

Total 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 

However, i t wil l b e see n tha t 55.53 % of Grou p Eiv e an d 63.74 % of 
Group 4 , whic h togethe r forme d two-third s o f th e sample , wer e i n th e to p 
three academi c grades , an d thi s give s som e basi s fo r hope . Amon g th e 
junior secondar y pupil s th e smal l Grou p On e wa s agai n doin g wel l wit h ove r 
60% of it s member s i n Grade s A  and B . Bu t i n th e othe r fou r groups , thoug h 
none o f the m coul d matc h thi s performance , ther e wa s n o noticeabl e tendenc y 
for academi c grade s t o declin e i n ste p wit h parenta l status , an d indee d 
Group Eive , th e lowes t grou p o f al l , ha d mor e peopl e i n Grade s A  and B 
than i n th e tw o lowes t grades . A t senio r secondar y leve l th e expecte d 
correlation wa s simpl y no t presen t a t al l an d indee d i t wa s th e smal l grou p 
of lowe r clas s childre n wh o seeme d t o b e doin g th e best . 

Table 2 B Parenta l Statu s Group s an d 
Academic Performanc e -  Senio r Secondar y Leve l 

Academic Grou p 1  Grou p 2  Grou p 3  Grou p 4  Grou p 5 
Grades n=12 0 n=7 2 n=9 3 n=10 0 n=2 2 

% % % % % 

Grades A  + B 30.8 4 25. 0 25.8 1 27. 0 54.5 4 
Grade C  30.3 6 41.6 7 39.7 8 46. 0 31.8 2 
Grades D  + E 38.9 0 33.3 3 34.4 1 17. 0 13.6 4 

It ma y b e tha t man y pupil s surviv e a t secondar y school s becaus e o f 
their parent ' s abilit y an d willingnes s t o pa y fee s rathe r tha n becaus e o f an y 
motivation the y hav e themselves . O n th e othe r han d th e smal l grou p o f 
lower clas s childre n woul d no t b e kep t i n schoo l a t thi s leve l a t grea t 
sacrifice t o thei r familie s unles s the y wer e academicall y successful . 

Religion 

Just unde r hal f o f th e elementar y schoo l sampl e wer e Moslems , an d 
over 80 % of the m belonge d t o statu s group s 4  an d 5 . Moslem s ten d t o 
constitute th e lowes t socia l stratu m i n Freetown,man y bein g illiterat e migrant s 
from th e norther n province . However,th e schoo l performanc e o f thes e 
Moslem childre n wa s no t conspicuousl y wors e tha n tha t o f th e elementar y 
school sampl e a s a  whole , an d a  highl y creditabl e numbe r o f B  an d C  grade s 
was achieved . 
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Table 3  Academi c Grade s o f Mosle m Childre n -
Elementary Schoo l Sampl e 

% of Moslem s A  B  C  D  E  Tota l 
in eac h grad e n = 528 5.8 7 20.0 8 38.2 6 24.2 4 11.5 5 10 0 

% of tota l surve y 8.5 6 20.6 5 35.1 6 22.3 3 13.3 0 10 0 
population i n eac h 
grade n=107 5 

In recen t year s Moslem s hav e bee n sendin g thei r childre n t o schoo l 
in increasin g number s an d the y hav e begu n t o foun d school s o f thei r own . N o 
one ca n fai l t o b e awar e tha t religio n i s a  grea t sourc e o f assuranc e t o 
disadvantaged Moslem s an d the y d o no t fee l inferio r becaus e the y ar e poor . 
It ma y b e tha t thei r childre n mov e mor e easil y i n th e schoo l situatio n tha n d o 
the alienate d yout h o f ou r wester n slums . 

At junio r secondar y leve l Moslem s forme d a  smalle r segmen t o f th e 
survey population , onl y 24.67% . Th e grea t majorit y o f thes e (87% ) belonge d 
to parenta l statu s group s 4  an d 5 , bu t agai n thei r academi c performanc e 
conformed quit e closel y t o tha t o f th e sampl e a s a  whole . A t senio r secondar y 
level th e percentag e o f Moslem s wa s dow n t o 18% , bu t nearl y tw o third s o f 
them (62.9% ) cam e fro m th e highes t parenta l statu s grou p an d non e a t al l fro m 
the lowest . Thei r academi c performanc e wa s no t distinguished , an d indee d 
they helpe d t o swel l th e numbe r o f hig h statu s pupil s wit h lo w academi c 
grades, 1  Apparentl y wealth y Moslem s parents , lik e other s o f thei r c lass , 
were maintainin g childre n a t schoo l withou t muc h concer n fo r thei r academi c 
progress . O f th e Grou p On e Moslem s i n thi s sample , onl y 42 % were reporte d 
by thei r teacher s a s regula r i n attendance . 

2 Polygamy2 

In th e elementar y sampl e 32 6 childre n (30.37% ) cam e fro m 
polygamous home s 3  an d no t a  singl e on e o f thes e coul d b e place d i n parenta l 
status grou p one . However , sinc e 71 % of the m wer e Moslem s 4  thei r 
academic achievemen t wa s wel l u p t o th e nor m fo r th e surve y populatio n a s 
a whole . A t junio r secondar y leve l th e percentag e o f childre n fro m 
polygamous home s wa s dow n slightl y t o 26.5 % and agai n ther e wa s a  clea r 
correlation wit h socia l c lass . I n Grou p Five , th e lowes t parenta l statu s 
group, 57 % of th e father s wer e polygamous ; i n Grou p Four , 30% ; i n Grou p 
three, 19.7% ; i n Grou p Two , 14.4 % and i n Grou p One , onl y 4 .65%. Childre n 

Out o f 1 0 Moslem s i n th e lowes t academi c g r a d e , 8  cam e fro m th e highes t 
parenta l s ta tu s g roup . 

In thi s sec t ion , i t woul d b e reasonab l e t o expec t a  fe w fals e a n s w e r s fro m 
older pup i l s . Moreove r som e chi ldre n wer e unabl e t o answe r becaus e 
they ha d quit e los t touc h wit h the i r f a t h e r s . 

225 fa ther s ha d 2  wives , 5 8 ha d 3 , an d 4 3 ha d mor e tha n 3 . 

In spit e o f thi s th e majorit y o f Mosle m fa ther s i n th e sampl e wer e s t i l l 
monogamous (56.5%) . 
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from monogamou s home s prove d t o hav e a  sligh t superiorit y i n tha t the y ha d 
fewer pupil s i n grade s D  and E , bu t otherwis e ther e wa s littl e t o choos e 
between th e tw o groups . Moslem s comprise d 51.5 % of th e polygamou s total . 

At th e senio r secondar y level , i n spit e o f th e highe r parenta l statu s 
of th e sample , childre n fro m polygamou s home s stil l numbere d 29.5 % of th e 
total, an d 67 % of the m wer e fro m th e highes t parenta l statu s grou p an d non e 
at al l fro m th e lowest . Th e percentag e o f Moslem s i n th e polygamou s tota l 
was dow n t o 43.5% . 

Table 4  Polygamou s Home s an d Academi c Performanc e -
Senior Secondar y Leve l 

E B  C D  E  Tota l 
Children fro m %  %  %  %  %  N=38 9 
Polygamous home s 6.0 7 26.9 6 26.9 6 30.4 5 9.5 6 10 0 
29.5% 

Children fro m 
Monogamous 
homes 70.5 % 11.3 6 19.0 5 43.5 9 19.7 8 6.2 2 10 0 

These f igure s indicat e a n i n c r e a s e d super io r i t y o f th e monogamou s 
group bu t agai n th i s wa s ref lec te d i n a  l a r g e r percentag e i n Grad e C  and 
a smal le r percentag e i n Grade s D  and E . I n the to p two g r a d e s th e chi ldre n 
from polygamou s home s wer e holdin g the i r own » 

Family S iz e 

The ave rag e famil y s iz e wa s 6 .9 7 i n th e e lementar y schoo l sampl e 
which include d 13 4 chi ldren fro m familie s o f eleve n chi ldre n an d above , an d 
135 fro m familie s o f 3  an d under . T h e r e wa s a high propor t io n o f lowe r c las s 
and Mosle m chi ldre n i n th e l a rge - f ami l y grou p an d a  c l ea r assoc ia t io n exis te d 
between academi c achievemen t an d family s i z e . Investigatio n o f a  fur the r 
group o f 12 4 pupils fro m familie s of 7  chi ldre n revea le d the m muc h c lo se r 
to th e large-famil y grou p tha n t o th e small-famil y one . Th e adve r s e effect s 
of s iz e wer e c l ea r l y bein g fel t . 

At secondar y leve l i t wa s n e c e s s a r y t o chang e th e ca t egor i e s some -
what becaus e o f th e smal le r su rve y populat ion . 15 1 junior secondary -
chi ldren fro m familie s o f 4  chi ldre n an d unde r wer e compare d wit h 16 3 
chi ldren fro m familie s o f 9  chi ldre n an d above . Agai n th e small-famil y 
group wa s doin g somewha t be t t e r a t schoo l thoug h th e large-famil y grou p 
was b y no mean s d i s g r a c e d . I t ha d more pupil s i n the to p two g r a d es tha n 
in th e botto m o n e s . I n the sen io r secondar y sampl e the r e wer e 9 6 pupil s 
from familie s o f 4  chi ldre n an d belo w an d 91 fro m familie s o f 9  chi ldre n o r 
m o r e . I t i s noteworth y tha t i n spit e o f th e highe r paren ta l s ta tu s o f pupil s 
at thi s l eve l , t he r e wa s no decl in e i n the propor t io n o f l a rg e famil ies , thoug h 
families o f 1 1 ch i ldren an d ove r wer e muc h fewer . Smal l familie s tende d 
now t o belon g t o th e lowe r socia l c l a s s an d l a rg e familie s t o th e uppe r s ta tu s 
l e v e l s . 1  A  compariso n betwee n th e small-famil y an d large-famil y group s 
in r e s p e c t o f academi c performanc e r evea l e d a  comple x an d in te res t in g 
s i tuat ion. 

43.5% o f th e small-famil y grou p a t thi s leve l cam e fro m s ta tu s group s 
4 an d 5  whereas onl y 11 % of th e la rge- fami l y grou p di d s o . 
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The large-famil y grou p ha d mor e o f it s member s i n th e to p tw o 
grades bu t th e small-famil y grou p ha d fewe r i n Grade s D  and E . Perhap s 
the disadvantag e o f larg e famil y siz e wa s offse t b y highe r parenta l statu s 
and th e advantag e o f th e smalle r famil y uni t wa s cancelle d b y lowe r socia l 
c lass . 

Table 5  Famil y Siz e an d Academi c Performanc e 

Grades A  + B 
Grade C 
Grades 

Elementary 
Large-Family 

n=135 
% 

24.62 
34.34 
41.04 

100 

School Sampl e 
Small-Family 

n=134 
% 

35.56 
34.07 
30.37 

100 

Senior Secondar y 
Large-Family 

n=96 
% 

41.76 
20.88 
37.36 

100 

School Sampl e 
Small-Family 

n=91 
% 

30.21 
42.71 
27.08 

100 

Overcrowding 

Family siz e alon e doe s no t necessari l y giv e a  clea r indicatio n o f 
housing congestio n an d thi s proble m wa s investigate d separately . I n th e 
elementary sampl e 18 3 fortunate childre n (17.02% ) wer e livin g i n household s 
of si x person s o r l e s s , wherea s a t th e othe r en d o f th e scal e ther e wer e 19 5 
pupils (18.14% ) livin g i n household s o f twent y person s o r more . 1  Som e coul d 
scarcely b e sai d t o hav e a  hom e bu t onl y a  sleepin g place , an d th e situatio n 
was particularl y acut e i n th e crowde d eas t en d o f th e city . Overcrowdin g 
on thi s scal e wa s inevitabl y associate d wit h lo w parenta l statu s bu t th e 
expected correlatio n wit h academi c performanc e coul d no t b e substantial . 
This wa s partl y becaus e th e achievemen t o f th e advantage d grou p wa s frankl y 
disappointing -  39 % of the m i n Grade s D  and E  an d onl y 34 % in Grade s A  an d 
B -  an d partl y becaus e three-quar ter s o f th e disadvantage d grou p wer e 
Moslems, whos e soun d performanc e a t elementar y leve l w e hav e note d before . 
It ma y be , o f course , tha t elementar y schoo l pupil s d o no t nee d facilitie s fo r 
private stud y t o th e sam e exten t a s olde r pupil s wit h mor e homewor k t o do . 
At bot h secondar y level s overcrowdin g wa s mercifull y les s acute . 31 % of th e 
junior sampl e an d 29.4 % of thei r senior s wer e livin g i n household s o f si x 
persons o r less,wherea s household s o f twent y person s an d ove r wer e th e lo t 
of onl y 8.75 % an d 5.6 % respectively . However , considerabl e number s live d 
in household s o f betwee n 1 2 and 2 0 person s -  19.2 % at th e junio r secondar y 
level, 14.2 % of th e senio r sampl e -  bu t ther e wa s littl e evidenc e tha t thi s 
affected thei r academi c performance . Thi s ma y b e connecte d wit h th e 
enlightened polic y o f som e school s i n allowin g privat e stud y o n schoo l 
premises afte r lesson s hav e ended . Ther e was , however , som e evidenc e 
that a t bot h secondar y level s th e smal l grou p o f boarders , assure d o f regula r 
meals an d stud y facilities , wer e doin g rathe r bette r tha n thei r fellows . 

There wer e 2 1 household s wit h ove r 5 0 persons , an d a  furthe r 2 8 wit h 
between 4 0 an d 5 0 persons . 
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Table 6  Academi c Performanc e o f Schoo l Boarder s 

Grades A  + B 
% 

Boarders, junio r 
secondary leve l 44.4 4 

Junior Secondar y 
Sample a s whol e 39.8 8 

Boarders, senio r 
secondary leve l n=4 7 48.5 5 

Senior Secondar y 
Sample a s whol e 31.2 1 

Grade C 
% 

27.78 

25.96 

22.88 

38.82 

Grades D  + E 
% 

27.78 

34.16 

28.57 

29.97 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Age t o Schoo l 

In Freetown , a s elsewher e i n th e underdevelope d countries , ther e 
is usuall y a  considerabl e ag e rang e withi n eac h c lass . Th e recognise d ag e 
for startin g schoo l i n S ier r a Leon e i s fiv e yea r s , a s i n England , an d i t wa s 
found tha t 15 7 childre n (14 . 6%) out o f th e elementar y schoo l sampl e ha d 
started schoo l thre e year s la te . Predictabl y onl y 4 % of thes e lat e entrant s 
came fro m th e tw o highes t parenta l statu s groups , an d onl y 9 % from familie s 
of unde r thre e children . Bu t th e lat e entrant s wer e no t academicall y 
backward i n compariso n wit h thei r classmates . Contrar y t o expectations , 
the dro p ou t o f over-ag e pupil s di d no t materialise , fo r lat e entrant s ( 3 year s 
late) numbere d 16.4 % of th e junio r secondar y sampl e an d 14.4 % of th e senio r 
sample. However , thoug h thes e pupil s conforme d t o th e nor m o f thei r 
samples i n mos t respec ts , thei r academi c performanc e wa s belo w tha t o f 
their fellows . 

Table 7  Academi c Performanc e o f Lat e Entrant s -
Junior Secondar y Sampl e 

Children wh o starte d 
school a t ag e 5  an d 
below. n=29 3 (42.96% ) 

Children wh o starte d 
school a t ag e 6  or 7 
n=277 (40.62% ) 

Children wh o starte d 
school a t ag e 8  o r over . 
n=122(16.42%) 

Grades A  + B 
% 

39.93 

41.52 

35.71 

Grade C 
% 

30.72 

22.74 

21.43 

Grades D  + E 
% 

29.35 

35.74 

42.86 

Total 

100 

100 

100 
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Attendanco 

The surve y revea le d a  dis t rubin g i r r e g u l a r i t y o f at tendanc e a t al l 
th ree l e v e l s . Th e percentag e o f pupil s r epo r t e d b y th e t e ache r s a s 'poor ' 
o r onl y 'moderate ' i n at tendanc e wa s 37 . 2 i n th e e lementar y schools , ¿ 2 . 8 
at junio r secondar y leve l an d 3 7 . 7 5 o f th e senio r secondar y population . 
It wa s noticeabl e tha t som e school s r epo r t e d almos t n o at tendanc e proble m 
whereas o the r s wer e c l ea r l y face d wit h a  s e r iou s s i tuat ion . Variat io n 
from on e schoo l t o anothe r wa s pa r t i cu la r l y noticeabl e a t e lementar y l eve l . 
But whereve r i t o c c u r r e d , i r r e g u l a r at tendanc e inevitabl y ha d a  d i sa s t rou s 
effect o n academi c per formance . 

Table 8  Regular i t y o f Attendanc e an d 
Academic Per formanc e -  Junio r Secondar y Leve l 

Satisfactory 
Attendance (57.2% ) 

Unsatisfactory 
Attendance (42.8% ) 

Grades A  + 
% 

59.02 

19.67 

B Grade C 
% 

21.48 

28.12 

Grades D  + 
% 

19.40 

52.21 

E Total 
N=682 

100 

100 

In F ree town , a s everywher e e l s e i n th e wor ld , absen t pupil s canno t l e a r n . 

Conclusion 

The su rve y revea le d a  comple x situatio n an d enjoine d som e cautio n 
in assoc ia t in g schoo l achievemen t wit h socia l c l a s s . Lowe r c l a s s ch i ld ren , 
espec ia l ly Moslems , wer e performin g credi tab l y a t e lementar y leve l an d 
many uppe r c l a s s pupil s i n th e sen io r secondar y sampl e wer e achievin g 
disappointing r e s u l t s . Polygam y wa s sl ightl y a n adve r s e facto r a t 
secondary leve l a s i t move d ou t o f th e shado w o f Islam ; schoo l b o a r d e r s 
appeared t o b e i n a n advantageou s posi t ion ; famil y s iz e wa s significan t 
at e lementar y an d junio r secondar y leve l an d la t e en t ranc e bega n t o b e a 
factor i n th e secondar y school . Th e hig h incidenc e o f i r r e g u l a r 
at tendance amon g th e poo r migh t pe rhap s mere l y ref lec t th e hig h r a t e o f 
s i c k n e s s , bu t amon g advantage d pupil s wit h adequat e medica l faci l i t ie s 
and r e g u l a r mea l s , i t mus t su re l y indicat e a  lac k o f commitment . Whethe r 
a chang e i n t radi t iona l schoo l cu r r i cu l a woul d improv e a t t i t udes , an d 
therefore per formance , mus t b e a  mat te r fo r s e r iou s re f lec t ion . 
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