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Summary 

Reference : V o l . 2 (1969 ) E2 9 (p59 ) 
V o l . 3 (1970-71 ) E2 0 (p58 ) 

S tandard Jamaica n Englis h use d b y th e educate d 
native Jamaica n o f th e uppe r c l a s s thoug h in ternat ional l y 
unders tood an d acceptabl e i s differen t fro m s tandar d 
B r i t i s h , America n o r A u s t r a l i a n . However , t he r e i s a 
wide rang e o f var ia t io n betwee n i t an d th e "dia lec t " o r 
Jamaican Creo l e spoke n b y th e majorit y o f Jamaica n i n 
the lowe r socio-economi c s e c t o r s . Hence , ch i ldre n 
from th e lowe r socia l c l a s s us e a  languag e sys tem , 
and soc io -cu l tu ra l norm s significantl y differen t fro m 
that use d b y the i r uppe r c l a s s c o u n t e r p a r t s . 

The stud y t r a c e s an d compare s fo r th e lowe r 
and middl e c l a s s group s an d th e uppe r c l a s s grou p th e 
point o f lexificatio n i n languag e development , th e us e 
of bas i c formats , in te rna l p r o c e s s i n g , ve rba l 
vocabu la ry , th e us e o f ad jec t ives , th e us e o f sen tence s 
in re la t io n t o quanti t y o f w o r d s , an d th e us e o f word s 
pe r uni t o f t ime , fo r th e exp res s io n o f a  commo n se t 
of bas i c meanings . 

The conclusio n draw n i s tha t soc io -cu l tu ra l 
conditioning influence s th e purpos e an d conten t o f a 
ch i ld ' s language , an d tha t th e implicatio n fo r educatio n 
i s tha t schoo l languag e programme s ca n b e s t ruc tu re d 
to focu s o n on e o r mor e o f th e a s p e c t s -  p u r p o s e , 
content , forma t -  dependin g o n th e need s o f differentl y 
conditioned ch i ld ren . 

Repor t 

The majori t y o f th e Jamaica n populat ion , espec ia l l y i n th e lowe r 
socio-economic s e c t o r s o f th e socie t y speak s wha t i s commonl y r e f e r r e d t o 
a s ' th e d ia lec t ' an d wha t l inguis t s r e f e r t o , i n i t s mos t ext rem e form,a s 
Jamaican Creo l e (JC) . T h e r e i s a  wid e rang e o f va r i a t io n exis t in g betwee n 
JC an d th e v a r i e t i e s o f Engl is h tha t a r e spoke n predominantl y i n uppe r 
s o c i a l - c l a s s s i tua t ions . Amon g thes e v a r i e t i e s i s wha t ma y b e r e f e r r e d t o 
a s S tandar d Jamaica n Englis h (SJE ) whic h i s th e languag e o f educate d nativ e 
Jamaicans an d which , thoug h differin g fro m Standar d B r i t i s h , o r Amer ican , 
o r Aus t ra l i a n o r an y othe r s tandar d i s , lik e t h e s e , a  pa r t o f in ternat ional l y 
acceptable Eng l i sh . 

This mean s tha t ch i ldre n fro m lowe r s o c i a l - c l a s s background s i n 
Jamaica diffe r fro m the i r uppe r s o c i a l - c l a s s c o u n t e r p a r t s f i r s t ly , b y th e us e 
of a  significantl y differen t languag e sys tem , JC , an d secondly , b y havin g a 
different se t o f soc io -cu l tu ra l n o r m s . 
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The researc h whos e result s wil l b e outline d her e aime d t o stud y th e 
habitual purposes , conten t an d for m o f communicatio n tha t ar e evidence d i n 
the languag e o f young Jamaica n childre n livin g i n contrastin g socio-cultura l 
environments. I t wa s fel t tha t th e stud y o f suc h habituation s i n childre n woul d 
have importan t implication s fo r educatio n i n a  societ y wher e socia l integratio n 
is a  to p educationa l priority . 

It wa s furthe r fel t tha t mos t curren t researche s o n social-clas s 
influences i n children' s languag e ten d t o confus e aspect s o f purpose , conten t 
and th e forma t o f communication . Eac h o f th e latte r aspect s i s i n th e presen t 
study considere d a s havin g it s ow n distinc t implications ; i t i s fel t tha t 
socio-cultural group s ma y conceivabl y diffe r i n on e o r mor e o f thes e aspect s 
without necessaril y differin g i n al l ; i n an y case , th e inference s t o b e draw n 
from suc h difference s woul d b e capabl e o f focusin g o n languag e behaviou r i n 
a wa y no t possibl e i n curren t researche s wher e social-clas s languag e 
differences ar e treate d a s bein g eithe r mainl y linguisti c o n th e on e han d o r 
mainly cognitiv e o n th e other . A  description o f th e researc h follows . 

On th e cri ter i a o f parenta l occupatio n an d schoo l o f th e child , 
samples o f Jamaica n childre n a t ag e t o year s wer e selecte d i n thre e 
social-class categories : urba n low-social-clas s (L) ; dee p rura l , whic h i n 
this contex t als o mean s low-socia l clas s (RL) ; an d urba n upper-social -
class (U) . Group s o f 5  children each , i n th e sam e social-clas s category , 
were take n ou t o f thei r class-room s an d lef t t o convers e togethe r i n th e 
absence o f a n interviewe r o r othe r outside r o n severa l occasions ; o n on e 
of thes e occasion s fo r eac h group , withou t th e knowledg e o f th e children , 
the group-conversatio n wa s tape-recorde d fo r approximatel y 1 1 minutes . 
The conversation s wer e transcribe d withou t an y attemp t t o identif y individuals , 
so tha t onl y a  singl e continuou s strea m o f speec h tha t wa s mostl y audibl y 
dominant migh t b e studie d fo r eac h group . 6 3 groups o f children , 2 1 in eac h 
social-class category , wer e studie d i n thi s wa y an d thei r relevan t languag e 
characterist ics wer e quantifie d an d compared . 

As fa r a s morpho-syntacti c characteris t ic s o f speec h wer e 
concerned, th e researc h showe d a s woul d b e expecte d tha t th e L  an d L R 
groups wer e usin g a  J C syste m wit h it s peculiaritie s o f sentence-structure , 
different convention s relatin g t o tense-marking , inflections , pronomina l 
systems, an d s o o n a s compare d wit h English . I t showe d also , however , 
that som e J C morpho-syntacti c characteris t ic s suc h a s th e zero-copul a 
sentence (e .g . 'Joh n running' , 'Th e boo k red ' ) an d absenc e o f th e Englis h 
3rd person , singular , present-tens e s/ z inflectio n o n verbs wer e significantl y 
present i n som e o f th e U  groups. Thi s mean t tha t socia l c lasse s wer e 
differentiated b y J C mor e i n term s o f th e frequenc y wit h whic h som e J C 
characterist ics occurred , tha n i n term s o f th e absolut e presenc e o r absenc e 
of suc h character is t ics . Th e complexit y o f intra-lingua l variatio n tha t i s 
evident prove s tha t th e J C situatio n i s no t a  stati c on e wit h clearl y polarise d 
language var ie t ies . 

On the assumptio n tha t th e purpos e fo r whic h languag e i s use d ar e 
identifiable a s specifi c 'performative ' function s i n language , th e researc h 
showed tha t socio-cultura l group s differe d a s follow s i n th e purpose s o f 
language use . 

The L  an d L R group s wer e mor e dispose d tha n th e U  groups t o 
find pragmati c purposes : callings , greetings , context-base d repl ies , 
questions, commands , an d s o o n fo r usin g language ; thi s wa s show n 
empirically b y th e relativ e occurrence s o f non-predicatio n sentence s 
( 'Hi' , 'No t now' , 'Yes ' , 'No' , an d s o on ) tha t expres s th e latte r purposes . 
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Other difference s i n th e preferre d purpose s o f languag e us e wer e 
evidenced betwee n urba n ( L an d U ) and rura l (LR ) groups . Th e L R group s 
seemed mor e dispose d tha n bot h th e L  an d U  groups toward s indulgin g i n 
conversational exchanges ; th e latte r dispositio n wa s evidence d empiricall y 
by a  wide r variet y o f questio n type s an d a  greate r us e o f som e type s o f 
negation amon g L R tha n amon g othe r groups , althoug h th e tota l occurrenc e 
of negatio n wa s jus t a s grea t i n U  girls a s i n L R children . Th e latte r findin g 
relative t o L R childre n wa s als o supporte d b y th e fac t tha t thes e childre n 
tended t o interrup t eac h othe r les s frequentl y i n speec h tha n othe r childre n 
did an d therefor e produce d smalle r quantitie s o f fragmen t o r interrupte d 
sentences o n th e whole . Urban/rura l difference s wer e als o foun d i n respec t 
of a  specia l typ e o f performativ e behaviour : th e voca l imitatio n o f sound s 
which wa s mos t presen t i n urba n children . 

Sociocentric sentence s (Interpose d instance s o f 'Yo u know' , 
'You see ' , e t c . ) , sometime s fel t t o b e anothe r reflectio n o f specifi c purpose s 
of languag e use , occurre d mos t frequentl y i n L  an d L R groups ; however , 
it i s fel t i n th e presen t stud y tha t thi s characterist i c wa s no t du e so  muc h t o 
the purpose s o f speaker s a s t o th e typ e o f communicatio n strateg y tha t wa s 
being employed . 

As a  genera l ru le , th e purpose s fo r whic h languag e wa s use d b y th e 
subjects o f thi s stud y wer e closel y relate d t o wha t migh t b e regarde d a s th e 
dominant everyda y requirement s o f th e respectiv e socio-cultura l environments ; 
however, afte r th e expressio n o f thes e purpose s i n languag e wa s accounte d 
for, ther e stil l remaine d a  significan t se t o f languag e difference s tha t coul d 
not b e attribute d eithe r t o morphosynta x i n it s stric t sens e o r t o purposiv e 
behaviour. 

The influenc e o f s  ocio-cultural environmen t wa s strongl y eviden t 
in th e conten t o f languag e a s well ; thu s th e L  an d L R group s ha d th e mos t 
frequent reference s t o adult s an d adul t behaviour , urba n group s ( i . e . L 
and U ) the mos t frequen t reference s t o mass-media , fictiona l topic s an d 
charac ters ; gir l s wer e dominant , fo r example , i n reference s t o colour , 
boys i n th e us e o f certai n type s o f delimiter s an d intensifier s tha t giv e a 
certain vigou r t o language , an d s o on . Th e difference s i n conten t wer e 
shown empiricall y b y mean s o f a  detaile d subcategorisatio n o f lexica l item s 
according t o syntacti c an d '  selectional ' cr i ter i a s o tha t adequatel y narrow , 
lexical subcategorie s coul d b e describe d i n term s o f th e typ e o f referenc e 
they permitted . 

Certain categorie s o f languag e content , suc h a s reference s t o 
place, time , numbe r an d quantity , modalitie s an d logica l relationships , tha t 
seem relevan t t o cognitiv e abilitie s o f a  genera l sor t di d no t differentiat e 
absolutely betwee n socio-cultura l groups , bu t differentiate d rathe r i n term s 
of th e detaile d alternative s tha t group s seeme d dispose d t o selec t withi n 
specific conten t categories . Thus , fo r example , th e tota l reference s t o 
place an d tim e wer e abou t equa l fo r al l children , bu t th e L  an d L R reference s 
conformed wit h previou s indication s b y bein g mor e immediat e an d face-to -
face tha n U  references i n th e sam e broa d categories ; th e tota l reference s 
to modalitie s an d logica l relationship s wer e abou t th e sam e fo r al l childre n 
(except fo r U  boys wh o produce d les s becaus e the y indulge d i n mor e playfu l 
behaviour tha n othe r childre n di d i n th e speec h situation) , bu t L  an d L R 
children tende d mor e tha n other s t o referenc e concept s o f obligation , 
necessity an d numerica l order , whil e U  girl s tende d mor e tha n othe r childre n 
did t o referenc e concept s o f probability , possibilit y an d potentiality . 
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Differences i n th e conten t o f languag e accounte d fo r onl y a  smal l 
part o f th e difference s lef t unexplaine d afte r th e stud y o f languag e purposes . 
These s o fa r unexplaine d difference s see m relevan t t o wha t ha s alread y bee n 
referred t o a s th e format ' o f communication , an d th e possibilitie s o f speaker s 
possessing differen t communicatio n format s ca n b e describe d a s follow s 
within a  generativ e theor y o f language : 

a. Th e speaker ' s linguisti c knowledg e ca n b e describe d a s a 
sequence o f operations , som e o f whic h mus t o f necessit y occu r befor e other s 
do. Som e linguisti c operation s ma y therefor e b e considere d a s occurrin g 
'ear l ier ' o r ' later ' tha n others . 

b . Th e speaker ' s voca l outpu t o f languag e ca n occu r a t an y poin t i n 
the ear l ie r / la te r sequenc e o r rang e o f operations . Whe n he make s thi s out -
put, h e ca n b e sai d t o 'lexify ' o r giv e a  morpho-phonologica l for m t o suc h 
language element s a s exis t a t tha t poin t i n th e sequenc e o f processing . 

Within thi s theoretica l conception , th e remainin g languag e difference s 
observed i n th e presen t stud y indicat e tha t th e L  an d L R group s tende d t o 
lexify thei r languag e ear l ie r tha n th e U  groups tende d t o do . Th e resul t wa s 
as show n i n th e illustratio n belo w whic h indicate s tw o possibl e extreme s o f 
communication formats , althoug h i t i s possibl e fo r man y speaker s t o fal l 
somewhere betwee n th e two . 

The genera l conclusion s t o be draw n fro m thi s stud y a r e tha t socio -
cultural conditionin g ha s a n influenc e o n the habitua l purpose s fo r whic h 
children us e languag e an d th e kin d o f conten t tha t come s u p fo r treatmen t i n 
language; a t th e sam e time , however , man y languag e characterist ic s 
considered i n previou s researche s a s indicator s o f maturity , cognitiv e 
abilit ies, an d s o on , an d a s differentiatin g i n thes e term s betwee n socio -
cultural group s o f childre n a r e her e considere d a s indicatin g nothin g mor e 
than th e preferre d lexificatio n point s i n communication , an d a s havin g nothin g 
to d o with whethe r th e childre n ar e expressin g o r ar e i n th e habi t o f express -
ing th e sam e repertoir e o f basi c meanings . 
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The implication s fo r educatio n ar e tha t schoo l languag e programme s 
can b e structure d t o focu s precisel y o n on e o r mor e o f th e aspects : 
purposes, conten t o r communicatio n forma t dependin g o n th e goal s o f 
education an d th e specifi c need s o f differentl y conditione d children . 

For a  fulle r descriptio n o f thi s researc h se e "Th e us e o f 
Language b y 7  year ol d Jamaica n Childre n livin g i n Contrastin g 
Socio-economic Environments' ' -  D . R . Craig . Unpublishe d Ph .D . Thesis , 
London Universit y Institut e o f Education . 
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