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The repor t describe s a  projec t aime d a t promotin g 
a sens e o f nationa l unit y an d internationa l understandin g 
among pupil s o f primary , secondar y school s an d student s 
in teache r educatio n institution s throug h a  variet y o f 
programmes, grou p an d individua l activit ies , teachin g 
materials i n th e classroom , exchang e o f idea s i n th e 
a r t s , an d organisation s suc h a s Re d Cross , Scout s 
and Guide s an d clubs . I t wa s difficul t t o appl y commo n 
evaluation technique s t o th e project , bu t b y th e cr i ter i a 
of interest , knowledg e an d enthusiasm , whic h th e pupil s 
showed, th e stud y wa s considere d a  successfu l one . 

Report 

(This projec t wa s conducte d b y th e SIT U Counci l o f Educationa l 
Research, Madras-2 8 Indi a wit h financia l assistanc e fro m a n annoymou s dono r 
routed throug h th e Worl d Confederatio n o f th e Organization s o f th e Teachin g 
Profession. S . Nataraja n wa s th e Directo r o f th e Project , M . Duraiswamy , 
Project Officer , an d G . Srinivasachar i Consultant. ) 

Objectives: Th e objective s wer e t o hel p student s t o acquir e a n understandin g 
and appreciatio n of : 

(a) India's cultura l heritag e wit h it s diversit y i n respec t o f religions , 
beliefs, way s o f livin g e tc . 

(b)the variou s geographical , economi c an d socia l factor s influencin g th e 
life o f th e people . 

(c) the impac t o f scientifi c an d technologica l developmen t o n people s wit h 
different culture s an d civilizations , thus , bringin g the m together . 

(d) their responsibilit y t o th e natio n an d th e worl d a t l a rge . 

(e) basic huma n values . 

Design: Th e abov e objective s wer e sough t t o b e achieve d throug h a  variet y 
of curricula r programmes , grou p an d individua l activities , teachin g 
materials fo r us e i n th e classroom , exchang e o f idea s regardin g fin e a r t s , 
drawing, painting , musi c an d dance , utilisatio n o f Scouting , Guiding , Re d 
Cross Organization , Pe n Fr iends , Clubs ,e tc . 
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Par t ic ipa t ion i n th e pro jec t : Th e par t i c ipan t s include d al l type s o f school s 
from th e r u r a l e lementar y t o th e urba n hig h school.2 9 school s includin g tw o 
t raining col lege s fro m th e cit y o f Madra s an d 2 5 o the r inst i tut ion s includin g 
a fe w t eache r educatio n ins t i tu t ions , sp rea d ove r 7  d i s t r i c t s i n Tami l Nadu , 
offered t o par t ic ipa t e i n th e projec t ou t o f the i r ow n fre e wil l an d cho ice . 
Boys an d g i r l s o f differen t ag e group s fro m th e n u r s e r y t o S tandar d X I 
(equivalent t o Matr iculat ion ) wer e involve d i n th e p ro j ec t . Th i s wa s a  tota l 
programme i n whic h al l t e a c h e r s belongin g t o differen t c a d r e s wer e activ e 
pa r t i c ipan t s . 

Instruct ional m a t e r i a l s : Subjec t committee s gav e detai le d suggest ion s fo r 
implementing th e programme . Tw o seminar s o f th e par t ic ipat in g t e a c h e r s 
were held ; th e f i r s t wa s fo r plannin g th e programme , an d th e secon d t o 
develop th e programm e i n th e secon d y e a r o f i t s working . Subjec t committee s 
showed ho w th e departmen t syl labu s i n eac h subjec t coul d b e use d fo r th e 
development o f a t t i tude s n e c e s s a r y fo r in ternat iona l unders tand ing . 
Pa r t i c ipa t ing inst i tut ion s wer e advise d t o wr i t e t o th e departmenta l 
au thor i t i es an d o the r agenc ie s fo r re levan t audio-v isua l a id s an d a l s o t o 
improvise a id s a s an d whe n n e c e s s a r y . 

T e a c h e r o r ien ta t ion : T h e r e wer e p r e - s e r v i c e an d i n - s e r v i c e or ienta t io n 
c o u r s e s . Tw o officer s o f th e Counci l pai d per iodica l v i s i t s t o som e 
par t ic ipat ing school s whic h neede d guidanc e o n th e spo t . 

Communication, co-ord ina t io n an d co-opera t ion : A  Monthl y journa l cal le d 
'Educat ional Exper iment s an d R e s e a r c h ' wa s s t a r t e d i n Januar y 1969 . Thi s 
se rved a s a  mediu m o f communicatio n betwee n th e o r g a n i s e r s o f th e projec t 
and th e par t ic ipat in g t e a c h e r s . Th i s wa s a l s o a  mediu m fo r exchang e o f 
views an d informatio n abou t projec t work . Th e proceeding s o f subjec t 
committee meeting s an d o f th e seminar s an d th e workpaper s cons idere d b y 
them wer e publishe d i n th e jou rna l , bes ide s a r t i c l e s o n in tegra te d ins t ruc t io n 
and i n t e r -d i s c ip l i na r y coopera t ion . 

The projec t ha d th e suppor t o f th e Governmen t o f Tami l Nad u an d 
the Nationa l Counci l o f Educat iona l R e s e a r c h an d T r a i n i n g , Ne w Delhi . 
The Advisor y Committe e include d the i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . S e v e r a l Extensio n 
Departments a t tache d t o Tra in in g Col lege s i n Tami l Nad u organise d week-en d 
c o u r s e s o n Nationa l Unit y an d Internat iona l Unders tand ing . Th e Tami l 
Nadu T e a c h e r s ' Union , t h e Soc ie t y fo r th e Promotio n o f Educat io n i n India , 
the Associa t io n o f th e Mathematic s T e a c h e r s o f India , th e Associa t io n o f 

Geography T e a c h e r s o f Indi a an d th e Associa t io n fo r th e Promotio n o f 
Science Educat io n act ivel y coopera te d wit h th e Counci l i n workin g ou t th e 
p ro jec t . Th e P r e s s i n Madra s gav e generou s publicit y t o th e programme s 
of th e Counci l . 

Specific methods : Pa r t i c ipa t in g school s wer e allowe d freedo m t o choos e 
the i r ow n method , keepin g i n min d th e sp i r i t o f th e p ro j ec t . Th e Counci l 
advised t e a c h e r s t o mak e goo d us e o f th e p r o c e d u r e s suggeste d fo r L i b r a r y 
Cent red Teachin g an d th e Readin g Habi t Competit ion . Inves t iga t ions , grou p 
work, p l ays , c o n c e r t s , schoo l magazine s a l l afforde d oppor tuni t ie s fo r 
developing tea m sp i r i t an d a  sp i r i t o f coopera t ion . Direc t exchange s betwee n 
pupil an d pupil , c l a s s an d c l a s s , schoo l an d schoo l wer e encourage d t o 
awaken an d sus ta i n s tudents ' i n t e r e s t i n th e p ro j ec t . I n som e school s d i rec t 
contact o f s tudent s wit h v i s i t o r s fro m o the r p a r t s o f Indi a a s wel l a s fro m 
other count r ie s helpe d t o broade n th e s tudents ' v i s ion . 
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A five-da y Sta t e Educatio n Cam p (October , 12-16,1969 ) wa s hel d 
at M a d r a s . 

Evaluat ion: A  projec t aimin g a t th e cultivatio n o f des i rab l e a t t i tude s doe s 
not , lik e knowledge , admi t o f evaluatio n b y mean s o f t e s t s ; no r ca n th e 
depth o f assimilat io n o f ne w value s b e quanti tat ivel y measu red . Fro m th e 
point o f vie w o f r e s e a r c h i t i s difficul t t o appl y commo n evaluatio n technique s 
to a  projec t o f thi s type . 

This projec t i s a  comprehensiv e effor t t o promot e a  sens e o f 
national unit y an d internat iona l unders tandin g amon g pupil s o f p r imary , 
middle an d hig h school s an d a ls o t eache r educatio n ins t i tu t ions . Ou r 
c r i t e r i a fo r evaluatio n a r e : 

1. Students ' r eac t io n a s revea le d b y r e p o r t s an d b y 
the observa t ion s o f th e projec t off icer s wh o visi te d 
the school s 

2 . a ) T e a c h e r s ' r eac t ion s an d th e tasks accomplished b y 
them 

b) P a r e n t s ' r eac t io n 

3 . Th e exten t t o whic h c lass room s wer e opene d t o th e 
world outsid e 

4 . In teres t evince d b y th e educationa l au thor i t i e s an d 
t e a c h e r s ' a s soc ia t ion s 

5. In te res t show n b y th e publi c a s r evea le d b y th e P r e s s an d 
The Al l Indi a Rad io , Madra s 

F ind ings : Th e r e s u l t s obtaine d i n genera l ma y b e s ta te d t h u s : Thoug h 
the par t ic ipat in g school s implemente d th e projec t wit h varyin g deg ree s o f 
enthusiasm, an d followe d differen t methods , th e attemp t i n th e mai n 
yielded positiv e r e s u l t s , an d th e beneficia l influenc e ha s gon e beyon d th e 
c l a s s an d th e school , drawin g th e at tentio n o f th e educationa l au thor i t i e s an d 
the publ ic . 

Pupi l s i n th e p r imary , middle , an d hig h school s welcom e th e 
opportunity t o lea n abou t th e people s o f o the r count r ie s an d abou t th e peopl e 
living i n differen t p a r t s o f t he i r ow n count ry . 

T h e i r cur ios i t y i s rouse d stimulatin g the m t o self-effor t fo r 
gaining knowledge . The y a r e recep t iv e t o idea s an d informatio n re la t in g 
to nationa l unit y an d in ternat iona l unders tand ing . 

Judged b y ou r c r i t e r i a o f evaluatio n w e ma y clai m tha t th e projec t 
has bee n successfu l , thoug h w e mus t ow n tha t i n som e school s enthusias m 
flagged i n th e secon d an d th i r d y e a r o f th e projec t chiefl y becaus e o f th e 
ex t r a wor k involve d i n th e p ro jec t . 
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