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Summary 

Refe rence : Vol . 2 (1969 ) F2 7 (p .78-79 ) 

W . I . T . A . i s a  codin g syste m aime d a t makin g 
learning t o r e a d Englis h e a s i e r b y usin g mor e 
consis tent symbol-soun d re la t ionsh ip s tha n exis t 
in Tradi t iona l Othography . W . I . T . A . a ls o give s 
c lues fo r identifyin g s t r e s s e d an d u n s t r e s s e d 
sy l l ab le s , an d change s i n vowe l sound s i n s t r e s s e d 
and u n s t r e s s e d pos i t ions . Th e stud y inves t igate s 
longitudinally (1966-68 ) th e value s an d problem s o f 
teaching youn g chi ldre n (7-9 ) t o r e a d throug h 
W . I . T . A . b y compariso n wit h a  control le d grou p 
learning t o r e a d T . O . 

Some o f th e majo r recommendation s o f th e 
r e p o r t base d o n th e finding s a r e : 

1) W . I . T . A . shoul d b e use d mor e widel y i n 
Niger ian school s an d throughou t th e Common -
wealth wher e Englis h i s a  secon d language . 

2) I t shoul d b e introduce d befor e pupil s hav e 
had contac t wit h T . O . 

3) Sinc e W . I . T . A . improve s pronounciat io n 
P r i m a r y schoo l t e a c h e r s ( throug h i n - s e r v i c e 
t ra ining) an d a l l thos e i n t e a c h e r t ra in in g 
inst i tut ions shoul d l ea r n t o r e a d i t . 

4.) Al l p r imar y schoo l t e a c h e r s shoul d b e t r a ine d 
in th e technique s o f languag e teach ing . 

5) F u r t h e r inves t iga t ion s shoul d b e conducte d i n 
o ther r e l a t e d problem s a r i s in g ou t o f thi s s tudy , 
and t e s t s shoul d b e designe d an d s t andard i se d 
for measur in g performanc e i n Eng l i sh . 

6) A n analyt ica l stud y o f th e or thographi c system s 
of th e majo r Niger ia n language s shoul d b e 
under t aken . 
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Repor t* 

The Investigatio n 

World Initia l Teachin g Alphabe t ( w . i . t . a ) wa s designe d b y S i r Jame s 
Pitman wh o though t i t woul d b e supremel y suitabl e fo r th e teachin g o f Englis h 
reading i n count r ie s usin g Engl is h a s a  secon d language . 1  Thi s codin g syste m 
is anothe r on e i n th e lon g lin e o f ne w codin g system s aime d a t makin g learnin g 
to r ea d Englis h e a s i e r b y achievin g mor e consis ten t symbol-soun d re la t ion -
ships tha n i s th e cas e i n Trad i t iona l Or thograph y ( T . O . ) . I n addit ion , w . i . t . a . 
contains c lue s fo r identifyin g s t r e s s e d an d u n s t r e s s e d syl lable s a s wel l a s th e 
changes i n vowe l sound s i n s t r e s s e d an d u n s t r e s s e d pos i t ions . 

In thi s s tudy , a  surve y o f th e var iou s method s use d i n th e teachin g 
of readin g le d t o th e examinatio n o f th e differen t graphemi c system s whic h 
have bee n suggeste d fo r th e wri t in g o f Engl is h a t on e tim e o r th e o the r , an d 
this finall y culminate d i n th e t rac in g o f th e antecedent s t o th e developmen t o f 
the Initia l Teachin g Alphabe t ( i . t . a . ) whic h gav e b i r t h t o w . i . t . a . A n 
experimental stud y o f th e value s an d problem s o f teachin g chi ldre n t o r e a d 
through w . i . t . a . i n school s i n som e p a r t s o f Niger i a wa s planne d an d 
executed . Th e invest igat io n wa s a  longitudina l on e i n which , durin g th e 
y e a r s 196 6 t o 1968 , som e group s o f youn g schoo l chi ldre n f i r s t l ea rn t t o r e a d 
English throug h w . i . t . a . an d the n change d ove r t o readin g T . o . , whil e o the r 
para l le l g roup s o f chi ldre n wh o l ea rn t t o r e a d throug h T . O . r igh t fro m th e 
beginning se rve d a s con t ro l . 

Two dis t inc t type s o f school s wer e involve d i n th e exper iment , v iz : 
seven school s i n th e r u r a l a r e a s t o th e nor t h o f an d n e a r Ibadan , an d fourtee n 
schools s i tuate d i n urba n se t t ing s i n Lago s a r e a s . Tw o Group s o f ch i ldren , 
i . e . , A . an d B , wer e take n int o th e experimen t i n 196 6 whe n the y wer e i n 
the i r f i r s t an d secon d y e a r s r e spec t i ve ly , i n school s i n th e Ibada n a r e a , an d 
a th i r d Grou p i . e . D , wa s take n i n 1967 • I n th e Lago s a r e a , on e Group , i . e . 
C , consis t in g o f chi ldre n wh o wer e en ter in g schoo l fo r th e f i r s t tim e wer e 
taken int o th e experimen t i n 1966 . Eac h o f thes e fou r Group s o f chi ldre n 
consis ted o f tw o s u b - g r o u p s , i . e . th e exper imenta l an d th e contro l s u b - g r o u p s . 
Efforts wer e mad e t o ensu r e tha t th e sub-group s i n eac h cas e wer e equall y 
matched i n abil i t y an d locatio n o f schoo l . Th e exper imenta l an d contro l 
c l a s s e s wer e s imi lar l y t r ea t e d an d al l th e e s sen t i a l ma te r ia l s fo r bot h 
t e a c h e r s an d pupil s wer e suppl ied . B y mean s o f t e s t s , observa t ion s an d 
t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s , th e differentia l effect s o f usin g tw o differen t codin g system s 
in th e teachin g o f Engl is h wer e d i s c o v e r e d . 

Resu l t s 

It wa s foun d tha t th i s typ e o f invest igat io n wa s fraugh t wit h problem s 
re la t ing t o th e continuit y o f t e a c h e r s an d pup i l s . Unexpecte d change s i n 
staffing an d th e depa r tu r e o f som e pupil s mad e th e eve n matchin g o f experimenta l 
and contro l g roup s difficult . Th e control l in g au thor i t i e s a s wel l a s th e t e a c h e r s , 
however , co -ope ra te d t o maintai n continuit y o f t e a c h e r s a s fa r a s pos s ib l e . 

1 . c . f . Pitman , Si r James , &  St. John , Joh n (1969). Alphabet s 
and Reading . London . Si r Isaa c Pitma n an d Sons . 

127 



It wa s als o foun d tha t th e beg inne r s , tha t i s , i n Group s B , C  an d D , 
who learn t t o r ea d throug h w . i . t . a . wer e supe r io r t o the i r contro l counter -
pa r t s i n o ra l readin g an d pronunciat io n i n Engl is h befor e the y mad e th e 
t rans i t ion t o T . O . Thi s super io r i t y wa s maintaine d afte r th e t rans i t io n t o 
T .O. I t i s a rgue d tha t th e re la t iv e consis tenc y o f th e symbol-soun d re la t ion -
ships i n w . i . t . a . helpe d th e chi ldre n i n th e experimenta l group s t o mak e 
be t te r p r o g r e s s i n readin g tha n di d thos e i n th e contro l group s wh o use d T . O . 

In th e cas e o f Grou p A  chi ldre n wh o wer e i n the i r secon d y e a r i n 
school befor e th e experimenta l programm e wa s introduce d i t wa s found , 
however , tha t th e contro l grou p performe d be t t e r tha n experimenta l grou p 
both befor e an d af te r t rans i t io n t o T . O . Th e suggeste d explanatio n i s tha t 
the introductio n o f w . i . t . a . whe n th e chi ldre n ha d ha d som e contac t wit h 
T .O. ,  eve n thoug h the y coul d no t r e a d ye t , probabl y ha d som e adve r s e 
effects o n the i r p r o g r e s s i n learnin g t o r e a d . I t i s though t tha t the i r forme r 
contact wit h T . O . , probabl y in te r fe re d wit h the i r effort s i n learn in g t o r ea d 
through w . i . t . a . l a t e r . 

In thes e Group s wher e w . i . t . a . helpe d th e pupil s t o mak e be t te r 
p r o g r e s s tha n di d T . O . ,  i t helpe d bot h th e mor e an d th e l e s s intell igen t 
pupils mor e tha n T .O . d id . Th e r e su l t i s tha t a  g r e a t e r propor t io n o f pupil s 
using w . i . t . a . r eache d a  c r i t e r io n leve l i n readin g tha n th e propor t io n o f 
those usin g T . O . 

Per formance i n Ari thmeti c an d Yorub a readin g appeare d no t t o b e 
d i rec t ly r e l a t e d t o th e codin g syste m use d i n learn in g t o r e a d Engl i sh , 
because experimenta l an d contro l group s tende d no t t o diffe r significantl y 
in thi s r e s p e c t . I n a t t i tude s t o schoo l an d read ing , experimenta l an d contro l 
groups wer e no t different , exceptin g i n th e cas e o f Grou p A  pupil s wher e th e 
experimental grou p ha d mor e favourabl e a t t i t udes . Th e performanc e o f thi s 
group i s explaine d b y th e fac t tha t w . i . t . a . whic h wa s in t roduce d whe n the y 
had ha d som e contac t wit h T . O . wa s som e so r t o f novelt y t o the m an d fo r 
th is r e a s o n probabl y a rouse d mor e favourabl e a t t i t udes , wherea s i n th e cas e 
of th e o the r group s bot h w . i . t . a . an d T . O . woul d b e equall y nove l sinc e the r e 
had bee n n o previou s contac t wit h an y o the r sys tem . 

A per io d o f abou t twelv e t o fiftee n month s o f readin g w . i . t . a . , 
subsequent t o abou t nin e t o twelv e month s o f pure l y o r a l Engl is h l e s s o n s , wa s 
r equ i r ed befor e t rans i t io n t o T . O . Th e t rans i t io n per io d wa s no t a s soc ia te d 
with an y specia l problem s fo r th e pupil s al though , a s migh t b e expected , 
the re wa s a  t emporar y slowin g dow n o f p r o g r e s s durin g th i s s tag e whe n the y 
had t o l ea r n som e ne w symbol-soun d re la t ionsh ip s i n T . O . Th e t e a c h e r s 
were howeve r confronte d wit h th e proble m o f organis in g l e s son s i n a  c l a s s 
containing pupil s a t differen t leve l s o f at tainment s i n r ead ing , wit h som e 
reading w . i . t . a . an d o t h e r s T . O . Be t t e r t ra in in g i n th e handlin g o f smal l 
groups withi n a  bigge r c l a s s , developmen t o f th e flexibilit y o f approach , an d 
patience o n th e pa r t o f th e t e a c h e r , a s wel l a s a  chang e o f at t i tud e amon g 
those wh o inspec t t e a c h e r s ' an d pupils ' p r o g r e s s woul d howeve r mak e th e 
t rans i t ion stag e a n e a s i e r an d smoothe r on e fo r th e t e a c h e r . 

In readin g comprehensio n an d gene ra l readin g a t ta inments , th e 
experimental an d contro l group s wer e no t significantl y different , probabl y 
because th e acquisi t io n o f a  functiona l vocabular y an d syntact i c s t r u c t u r e s 
in Engl is h wa s no t muc h differen t fo r th e tw o g r o u p s . Althoug h T .O . - t augh t 
pupils tende d t o b e supe r io r i n spelling , soon af te r th e w . i . t . a . - t a u g h t pupil s 
had change d t o usin g T . O . , at tainment s i n spell in g becam e p r o g r e s s i v e l y 
s imi lar i n t ime . F ina l ly , i t appeare d tha t th e difference s betwee n exper imenta l 
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and contro l sub-group s withi n eac h o f thos e Group s o f pupil s i n th e r u r a l 
a r e a s o f Ibada n tende d t o b e g r e a t e r tha n thos e obse rve d betwee n th e tw o 
sub-groups withi n Grou p C  i n th e urba n a r e a s o f L a g o s . Th i s indicate s th e 
influence o f socia l background . 

Recommendation s 

In th e ligh t o f th e r e s u l t s obtaine d i n thi s exper iment , th e followin g 
recommendations a r e pu t forward : 

(i) Sinc e w . i . t . a . ha s apprec iab l e value s i n teachin g Engl is h 
reading i n secon d languag e s i tua t ions , i t shoul d b e mor e widely -
used bot h i n Niger ia n school s an d i n o the r p a r t s o f th e Common -
wealth wher e Engl is h i s use d a s a  secon d language . 

(ii) F o r maximu m benefi t t o b e der ive d fro m th e us e o f w . i . t . a . 
a s a n init ia l teachin g medium , i t shoul d b e introduce d befor e th e 
pupils hav e ha d contact s wit h th e Tradi t iona l Or thography . 

(i i i) Sinc e w . i . t . a . ha s th e effec t o f improvin g th e t e a c h e r s ' 
Engl ish pronunciat ion , p r imar y schoo l t e a c h e r s i n Niger i a 
should b e taugh t t o r e a d w . i . t . a . throug h i n - s e r v i c e t r a in ing , 
and al l thos e i n t eache r t ra in in g inst i tut ion s shoul d l e a r n t o r e a d 
i t . 

(iv) I n additio n t o th e recommendatio n i n sub-sec t io n (ii i ) 
above, a l l p r imar y schoo l t e a c h e r s shoul d b e fur the r t r a ine d 
in th e technique s o f languag e teachin g -  bot h i n speakin g an d 
read ing -  s o a s t o promot e g r e a t e r ini t iat iv e an d flexibilit y 
in the i r approac h t o t each ing . 

(v) A n invest igat io n shoul d b e conducte d i n th e n e a r futur e 
to d i scove r th e re la t iv e va lue s o f usin g phonicall y grade d 
mater ia l t o t eac h chi ldre n t o r e a d b y th e 'phonic-wor d method " 
in T . O . an d w . i . t . a . 

(vi) Wher e school s havin g mul t i - s t r eam s a r e involve d i n an y 
such exper iment , at tempt s shoul d b e mad e t o le t th e sam e 
t e a c h e r t eac h th e matche d exper imenta l an d contro l c l a s s e s 
using tw o differen t o r thograph i c sys t ems , i n th e sam e school . 

(vii) Cour se book s recommende d fo r th e teachin g o f Engl is h i n 
second languag e s i tua t ions , suc h a s i n Nige r i a , an d mos t 
e spec ia l ly a t th e ini t ia l s t a g e s , shoul d a lway s b e thos e 
that provid e i n th e " T e a c h e r s ' Notes " suitabl e an d adequat e 
guidance o n bot h th e organiza t io n an d content s o f o r a l 
Engl i sh l e s s o n s . 

(viii) Comparat iv e s tudie s involvin g th e us e o f w . i . t . a . an d 
o the r ne w or thograph i c sys tem s shoul d b e under take n i n a 
continued s e a r c h fo r th e mos t advantageou s syste m fo r 
teaching read in g an d wri t in g t o l e a r n e r s o f Eng l i sh . 

(ix) T e s t s shoul d b e designe d an d s t andard i se d fo r measur in g 
Niger ian p r imar y schoo l pupi ls ' a t tainment s i n spoke n 
Engl ish an d r e a d i n g . 
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(x) Analyse s o f th e or thographi c sys tem s o f th e majo r Niger ia n 
languages shoul d b e under take n wit h a  vie w t o designin g 
init ial readin g mate r ia l s i n Engl is h whic h woul d enabl e 
Nigerian chi ldre n wh o f i rs t l ea rne d t o r e a d i n th e mothe r 
tongue, o r an y o the r Niger ia n language , t o mak e maximu m 
t r a n s f e r o f th e ski l l s acqui re d i n readin g suc h a  languag e 
to th e readin g o f Eng l i sh . 

(xi) Th e p r o g r e s s o f th e pupil s involved , bot h a s experimenta l 
and contro l g r o u p s , i n th e experimen t r e p o r t e d i n thi s 
t h e s i s , shoul d continu e t o b e obse rve d an d measure d fo r 
the purpose s o f compariso n unti l the y complet e the i r 
p r imary schoo l c o u r s e . 

*Ex t rac t r eproduce d fro m P h . D thes i s wit h th e kin d 
permiss ion o f Ibada n Un ive r s i t y . 
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