
PREPARATION O F MATERIAL S T O DEVELO P READIN G READINES S 

IN CHILDRE N O F PRE-SCHOO L AG E 

G. S r i n i v a s a c h a r i 
South India n T e a c h e r s ' Union , Counci l o f 

Educational R e s e a r c h 

Summary 

R e f e r e n c e : V o l . 3 (1970-71 ) J 5 ( p . l l 8 ) 

The stud y define s read in g r e a d i n e s s 
a s th e poin t a t whic h learn in g t o r e a d 
p roceeds wit h minimu m o f difficult y i n 
the ca s e o f a  chi ld . I t involve d th e 
p repa ra t ion o f Readin g Read ines s T e s t s 
based o n wor d meaning , sentenc e meaning , 
v isual pe rcep t ion , audi tor y d iscr iminat ion , 
and copyin g fo r ch i ldre n 4 . - 5 y e a r s o f a g e , 
and tes t in g th e re l i ab i l i t y an d validi t y o f 
these t e s t s . I t conclude s wit h recommendation s 
for d i scover in g individua l r ead in g r e a d i n e s s , 
allowing th e chil d t o develo p read in g ski l l s a t 
his ow n p a c e , providin g a  va r i e t y o f in te res t in g 
read ing ma te r i a l , an d makin g read in g fu n fo r th e 
chi ld . 

Repor t 

The majo r object ive s o f th e projec t wer e (i ) t o p r e p a r e mate r ia l s suc h 
as p i c t u r e s , c h a r t s fo r th e developmen t o f Readin g R e a d i n e s s ; (ii ) t o p r e p a r e 
Reading Read ines s T e s t s an d adminis te r the m t o chi ldre n o f th e p r e -  schoo l 
a g e , an d (iii ) t o determin e th e re l i ab i l i t y an d validi t y o f th e t e s t s . 

F o r th e purpos e o f th i s projec t r ead in g r e a d i n e s s i s i n t e rp re t e d a s th e 
point a t whic h learn in g t o r e a d p roceed s wit h a  minimu m o f difficult y i n th e 
ca se o f a  chi ld . 

P r o c e d u r e : 

A ques t ionna i r e wa s i s sue d t o t e a c h e r s o f S tandar d 1  i n 2 7 school s 
s i tuated i n differen t environment s i n th e ci t y o f M a d r a s . Th e a n s w e r s 
showed tha t mos t t e a c h e r s hav e onl y vagu e idea s abou t r ead in g r e a d i n e s s an d 
that d i scover y o f r e a d i n e s s i s inc identa l , no t genera l l y p r e - p l a n n e d . The r e 
i s , however , c l e a r evidenc e i n suppor t o f th e nee d fo r r ead in g r e a d i n e s s 
t e s t s . 

With th e us e o f th e w o r d s - l i s t p r e p a r e d b y th e S . I . T . U , Counci l o f 
Educational R e s e a r c h i n i t s e a r l i e r pro jec t o n th e Functiona l Vocabular y o f 
p r e - s c h o o l - a g e chi ldre n p re l iminar y s tudie s we r e mad e fo r th e choic e o f 
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items fo r th e followin g test s modelle d o n thos e tha t ha d bee n prepare d b y th e 
National Counci l o f Educationa l Researc h an d Trainin g fo r Hind i chi ldren : 

i) Wor d meanin g tes t 
ii) Sentenc e meanin g tes t 

iii) Visua l perceptio n tes t 
iv) Auditor y discriminatio n tes t 
v) Copyin g tes t 

The firs t tw o test s wer e bot h verba l an d non-verbal ; th e fourt h consiste d 
of thre e pa r t s : initia l sounds , fina l sound s an d middl e sound s o f words . 

Sample: 

The targe t o f th e sampl e wa s 34 2 childre n (boys:20 3 girl s :239) draw n 
from 1 5 nursery school s situate d i n differenc e part s o f Madras . Th e socio -
economic leve l o f th e childre n wa s decide d o n th e occupationa l basi s o f th e 
parents . High : Lo w i s a s 3: 4 i n th e sampl e (244 ) t o whic h al l th e test s wer e 
administered. Th e sampl e wa s incidenta l i n th e sens e tha t th e investigator s 
accepted th e school s tha t readil y an d willingl y offere d t o participat e i n th e 
Project; i t wa s purposiv e becaus e car e wa s take n t o secur e a  fai r 
representation o f childre n o f bot h sexes  belongin g t o differen t socio-economi c 
levels an d differen t environment s i n a n urba n a rea . 

Children teste d belonge d t o th e ag e grou p 4  t o 5 . 

Findings : 

1. Childre n o f 4  +  were ready t o tak e instructio n i n readin g 

2 . Girl s ( 4 t o 5  + ) score d bette r i n readin g readines s 
tests tha n boys . 

3 . Th e copyin g tes t wa s no t s o eas y fo r th e childre n a s th e visua l 
perception tes t . 

4 . Nurser y schoo l childre n fro m th e lo w incom e grou p wer e a s abl e a s 
their compeer s fro m hig h incom e grou p i n thei r performanc e i n 
reading readines s t e s t s . (Thi s ma y nee d validatin g afte r makin g 
a wide r study) . 

5. Childre n exhibite d equa l abilit y i n doin g verba l an d non-verba l t es t s . 

6. Childre n o f wha t wa s calle d th e pre-schoo l ag e wa s i n fir m possessio n 
of essentia l languag e element s t o profi t b y reading . 

7. Ther e wa s a n urgen t nee d fo r 
a) Readin g Readines s wor k books , 
b) Pre-pr imer s an d 
c) thoughtfull y planne d materials , suc h as,car d boxe s o f let ter s an d 

words fo r buildin g word s an d sentences . 

8. Th e readin g readines s test s prepare d b y th e S . I . T . U . Counci l o f 
Educational Researc h coul d b e use d 
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a) fo r diagnosti c purpose s a t th e tim e o f admittin g childre n t o standar d 
1 an d 

b) fo r makin g childre n belo w 5  +  more read y t o lear n t o rea d tha n 
they actuall y wer e 

9. Th e t e s t s , verba l an d non-verbal,helpe d i n th e preparatio n o f 
languages material s t o b e use d i n pre-primer s an d primers . 

10. Al l childre n wer e no t equall y equippe d t o commenc e reading . 

Reliability ; 

Formula A : numbe r 81 , calle d rationa l equivalenc e b y Henr y E . Garret t 
and R.S.Wordsworth , wa s applie d t o th e tes t scores . Th e reliabilit y 
coefficient obtaine d was . 94 . 

Recommendations: 

There wa s n o on e time a t whic h al l childre n wer e read y t o read . Whether th e 
child bega n t o rea d earl y o r lat e depende d on  th e reaction s o f hi s natur e an d 
nurture, whic h factor s varie d fro m chil d t o child . 

It was , therefore , recommende d tha t i n teachin g childre n 3 - 5 th e 
following principle s b e adopted : 

i) Accep t th e chil d a s h e i s . 
ii) Allo w hi m t o develo p readin g skil l a t hi s ow n pace . 

iii) Provid e hi m wit h a  variet y o f interestin g readin g readines s material s 
and tr y t o tur n th e wor k o f learnin g t o rea d int o a n interestin g play . 

Ail young childre n shoul d b e give n th e chanc e t o begi n thei r schoolin g i n 
first standard , an d th e firs t standar d shoul d b e fo r thre e yea r olds . Fou r 
year old s shoul d g o t o th e secon d standar d an d fiv e yea r old s t o th e thir d 
standard. Thi s woul d considerabl y reduc e wastage . 

A phased programm e o f educatio n o f childre n fro m 3  to 5  shoul d b e 
entrusted t o th e Stat e Institut e o f Education , fo r tha t i s th e stag e a t whic h 
experiments ma y b e easil y an d fruitfull y conducted . Thes e institute s 
according t o th e recommendatio n o f th e Educatio n Commissio n (1964-66 ) ar e 
to b e charge d wit h th e dut y o f trainin g teacher s fo r th e so-calle d pre-prime r 
stage. 

The preparatio n o f readin g readines s material s shoul d b e entruste d t o 
the Institut e o f Educatio n i n th e State , a s wel l a s t o privat e agencie s 
engaged i n r e sea rch . 

Steps shoul d b e take n t o prepar e a  curriculu m guid e fo r teachin g 
children 3 - 5 . 

Suggestions fo r furthe r work : 

There i s a  nee d fo r a  surve y o f th e material s no w availabl e an d use d 
in nurser y school s wit h a  vie w t o studyin g thei r adequac y an d educationa l 
value an d suggestin g th e productio n o f desirabl e additiona l materials . 

A pre-primeris a n urgen t necessi ty . Thi s i s no t intende d t o serv e a s 
a tex t book . Thi s ma y consis t o f a s man y book s a s ther e ar e section s i n th e 
S . I .T .U . Council' s classifie d lis t o f word s plu s othe r book s wit h picture s 
and suggestion s fo r activities . 
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