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Summary 

Refe rence : V o l . 3 (1970-7 D B1  ( p . 13) 

The stud y t r a c e s th e developmen t o f colonia l 
a t t i tudes an d outloo k i n African s educate d i n th e 
Engl ish Pub l i c Boardin g Schoo l t rad i t io n i n Afr ica . 
It show s th e r e p e r c u s s i o n th i s ha s ha d o n th e countr y 
in i t s attemp t t o gro w int o a  unite d an d t ru l y Africa n 
count ry ; an d i t sugges t s tha t th e differenc e betwee n 
the Africa n soc ia l i s t philosoph y accepte d b y th e 
government an d th e educat iona l p rac t i c e o f thes e 
schools ca n b e cons iderab l y na r rowe d i f thes e school s 
become "Six t h F o r m C o l l e g e s " , providin g a n e a s i e r 
social milie u fo r i n t e r - t r i b a l mixing . 

Repor t 

The thes i s t r a c e s th e Engl i s h publi c schoo l t rad i t io n i n Keny a an d 
notably i n th e forme r Europea n secondar y boardin g s c hoo l s . I t i s th e 
au tho r ' s hypothesi s tha t a spec t s o f th e Englis h publi c school s wer e apparen t 
in thes e Europea n school s t o a  muc h highe r degre e tha n i n o the r secondar y 
schoo l s . Undoubtedl y i t wa s na tu ra l tha t Engl is h s e t t l e r s an d admin i s t r a to r s 
wished t o provid e a n educatio n comparabl e t o th e ve r y bes t the y coul d fin d 
in Englan d -  th e Engl is h Pub l i c S c h o o l s . 

The mai n a s p e c t s o f th e Engl is h publi c schoo l wer e though t t o b e 
independence, se lec t iv i t y an d boardin g wit h th e addit iona l assumption s o f 
the Engl is h publi c schoo l t r ad i t ion : -

(1) A  belie f tha t th e mai n purpos e o f educat io n i s c h a r a c t e r 
t ra in ing an d tha t i t shoul d b e p r imar i l y base d o n r e l ig ion . 

(2) A  convictio n tha t th e functio n o f a  publi c schoo l i s educatio n 
for l e a d e r s h i p whic h i n t u r n s t r e s s e s th e importanc e o f 
s e r v i c e . 

(3) Th e qual i t ie s o f c h a r a c t e r t r a in ing , l e ade r sh i p an d s e r v i c e , 
can bes t b e develope d i n th e communa l lif e o f a  boardin g 
schoo l . 

(4) Clos e a s soc ia t ion s o f family , school , an d un ivers i t y shoul d 
be p r e s e r v e d . 
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Numerous school s i n Keny a wer e take n a s a  ba s i s fo r s tudy ; th e 
c loses t stud y wa s na tura l l y mad e o f th e forme r Europea n secondar y boardin g 
schools becaus e o n thes e th e au tho r ' s hypothesi s r e s t e d . Wha t c r i t e r i a 
dist inguished the m fro m othe r Keny a secondar y schools ? F i r s t l y , the y 
posses sed super io r bui ldings , extensiv e playin g field s an d o the r excel len t 
ameni t ies . Secondly , the y charge d highe r fee s tha n mos t o the r school s 
(higher cos t schools ) . Th i rd ly , the y tende d t o mee t per iodica l l y fo r concer te d 
action ove r commo n problems , o n the i r ow n init iat iv e an d withou t governmen t 
sanct ion. Four th ly , the y wer e staffe d b y th e c rea m o f th e Europea n Colonia l 
Se rv ice wh o wer e civi l s e rvan t s an d predominantl y Oxbridg e g r a d u a t e s . 
Las t ly , the i r hous e sys tems , in te rna l s t r uc tu r e an d etho s wer e typica l o f 
the Englis h publi c s choo l s . 

In o the r Kenya n secondar y school s t he r e wer e man y facet s o f th e 
English publi c schoo l t r ad i t ion , evolve d an d t ransmit te d b y Engl is h publi c 
school minde d pr inc ipa l s an d t e a c h e r s . Governmen t boardin g school s fo r 
Africans suc h a s Machakos , Kagumo , Kis i i , Kakamega , Sh imo- le -Tewa , 
Kapenguria , Kapsabet , Tambach , e t c . es tab l i she d predominantl y i n th e 
late 1940' s pos se s se d Europea n governmen t off icer s a s h e a d m a s t e r s . 
The da y school s fo r Asian s whic h wer e governmen t maintaine d suc h a s Allidin a 
Vis ram, Mombasa , th e Duk e o f Glouces te r an d Duches s o f Glouces te r 
Schoo l s , Na i rob i , c i r c u l a t e d a n Engl is h typ e o f cul tur e becaus e th e Englis h 
t radi t ion wa s th e accepte d socia l f rame . I n th e miss ionar y schools ,whic h 
mainly ca te re d a s ' cen t ra l schools ' fo r sur roundin g p r imar y schoo l s , th e 
Engl ish publi c schoo l t rad i t io n wa s watered-dow n an d no t s o s t ron g a s th e 
government school s becaus e o f th e miss ionar y sympath y an d empath y wit h 
African aim s an d a s p i r a t i o n s . Sometime s th e Engl is h t radi t io n wa s almos t 
non-exis tent becaus e th e miss iona r i e s wer e o f Dutch , F r e n c h , I ta l ian , an d of 
o ther nationa l o r ig in . 

Although re l ig io n dominate d th e miss ionar y schoo l s , a  b ia s o f 
re l ig ious c h a r a c t e r t ra inin g permeate d th e governmen t secondar y school s i n 
conjunction wit h th e s t ronge r element s o f th e Engl i s h publi c schoo l t r ad i t i on . 
One mus t sympathis e wit h Africa n chi ldre n durin g th e colonia l per io d becaus e 
they wer e force d t o adopt , a s th e p r i c e o f a  forma l educat ion , e i the r a  fir m 
Engl ish cul tur e tinge d wit h re l ig ion , o r a  denominationa l re l ig io n tinge d 
with foreig n c u l t u r e . I n r e t r o s p e c t , th e African s p r e f e r r e d th e l a t t e r . 
Today, African s r a r e l y r e s e n t th e colonia l influenc e o f th e m i s s i o n a r i e s : th e 
miss ionar i e s wer e fr iend s o f th e peopl e (wananchi ) i n the i r s t ruggl e fo r 
nationhood. 1  However , i t shoul d b e note d tha t whe n expa t r ia t e t e a c h e r s 
teach Africa n ch i ld ren , r e g a r d l e s s o f t he i r subjec t o r miss ionar y z e a l , 
they inevitabl y colou r th e ch i ld ' s mind , i n fac t European i s e the m t o a  ce r t a i n 
degree,dependent o n th e psychologica l backgroun d an d famil y c i rcumstance s o f 
the child ; th e effect s o f schoo l o rgan isa t io n gene ra l ly , an d th e boardin g 
school p a r t i c u l a r l y , a r e importan t cont r ibutor y fac tor s i n thi s p r o c e s s . 

O v e r a l l , th e t r u e s t ref lect io n o f th e Engl is h publi c schoo l t rad i t io n 
was i n th e h ighe r cos t school s becaus e o f t he i r colonia l governmen t backe d 
independence an d se lec t iv i ty , the i r r e la t ive l y hig h f e e s , the i r boardin g 
aspect wit h lav is h ameni t i es , t he i r v e r y Engl is h organ isa t io n an d adminis t ra t ion , 
and the i r hig h es tee m an d p res t ig e whic h exe r t e d cons iderab l e influenc e o n 
o ther s e c t o r s o f educatio n an d l i fe . 

"P re s iden t p r a i s e s jo b don e b y m i s s i o n s , " Pag e 1 , E a s t Africa n 
S t anda rd , Novembe r 28th , 1970 . Repor t o f a  speec h o n th e openin g o f ne w 
extens ions t o All ianc e Hig h School , b y th e P r e s i d e n t , Mze e Jom o Kenyat ta . 

74 

1 



With Independenc e i n 1963 , th e ne w Keny a Consti tutio n abolishe d 
al l d i sc r imina tor y l a w s , and , ins tea d o f s epa ra t e r a c i a l s e c t o r s i n educat ion , 
one unifie d syste m becam e th e ai m an d e s s e n c e o f Kenya n educat ion . Th e 
new poli t ica l philosoph y o f Africa n Social is m s t r e s s e d co-opera t io n an d 
unity r a t h e r tha n th e Engl is h t radi t io n o f competitio n an d s t ra t i f ica t ion . A s 
a r e su l t t he r e wer e man y a s p e c t s o f educatio n i n conflict : a  unifie d secondar y 
school syste m v e r s u s independenc e fo r a  schoo l o r a  grou p o f schoo ls : 
cen t ra l i sa t ion v e r s u s decen t ra l i sa t ion : socia l aim s an d need s v e r s u s 
individual o n e s : se lec t io n o n academi c abi l i t y v e r s u s se lect io n o n r a c e 
o r wealth : Afr ica n cul tur e v e r s u s Engl is h c u l t u r e . 

The etho s o f th e forme r Europea n secondar y boardin g school s di d 
not chang e abrupt l y o n Independence , an d the y continue d t o provid e c h a r a c t e r 
t ra in ing fo r l e ade r sh i p an d se rv i c e i n th e sens e the y ha d don e s o i n colonia l 
t imes : thes e school s wer e gea re d b y the i r sen ior i t y an d hous e system s t o 
produce l e a d e r s wh o di d no t par t i c ipa t e i n menia l t a s k s ; ' f agging ' , th e us e 
of l a u n d r i e s , s e rvan t s an d c l e a n e r s , wer e no t abol i shed , an d th e s e r v i c e s 
were u t i l i se d fo r a  mul t i rac ia l a tmospher e includin g Africa n s tuden t s . B y 
the lat e 1960 ' s thes e eli t e secondar y boardin g school s wer e predominantl y 
African i n r a c e , bu t th e product s fro m thes e school s p o s s e s s e d a  fa r 
different mentali t y i n at t i tud e an d outloo k fro m o the r Africa n s tuden t s , 
espec ia l ly thos e s tudent s fro m th e ne w 'harambe e schools ' whic h ha d 
mushroomed throughou t Keny a durin g thi s per io d t o boos t Keny a secondar y 
education outpu t s eve ra l fold . 

African pol i t ic ian s a r e no w rea l i s in g th i s proble m i n th e 1970 's : 
the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f th e leadin g poli t ica l p a r t y , th e Keny a Africa n 
National Unio n s t a t ed , "th e dange r facin g Keny a toda y i s tha t t he r e i s 
growing a  smal l t r i b e o f Engl i sh -speak in g African s wh o d o no t kno w anythin g 
about the i r ow n languag e o r c u l t u r e . Th i s smal l t r i b e thin k i n Engl is h ... 
when the y fight , the y us e Engl ish ,an d whe n the y d ream , the y drea m i n 
E n g l i s h . " 1 

Th i s proble m woul d neve r hav e a r i s e n i f th e s t ron g an d all -
pervading c h a r a c t e r t ra in in g emphasi s o f th e Engl is h publi c schoo l t radi t io n 
had bee n r e a l i s e d . T h e r e wil l b e o the r p rob lems , mainl y economi c an d 
socio-pol i t ica l i n conten t whic h ste m fro m th e t a r d i n e s s o f th e Minis t r y o f 
Education t o ac t promptly . F i r s t l y , i t i s no w difficul t t o e r ad i ca t e th e hig h 
cost school s becaus e the y hav e becom e en t renche d wit h wha t ca n onl y b e 
denoted a s "Blac k European " ideas ,an d wit h almos t te n y e a r s o f Kenya n 
independence t h e r e i s Africa n ves te d i n t e r e s t t o cons ide r now . Secondly , 
the majori t y o f forme r Europea n secondar y boardin g school s a r e Na i rob i -
based , an d th e Afr ica n s tudent s t h e r e mi x wit h cosmopolita n inf luences ; 
some o f thes e ma y b e s a l u t a r y , bu t o t h e r s a r e dist inct l y un-Afr ican : Wes te r n 
h ipp ie -a t t i tudes , d rug - t ak ing , c r ime , p e r m i s s i v e n e s s , affluen t t een-ag e pa r t -
i e s . Thes e a r e no t fo r imitatio n b y Africa n s tudent s wh o a r e inten t o n 

1 
M r . Matan o add re s s in g th e Keny a P r e s s Clu b o n th e introduct io n o f 
Swahil i a s th e nat iona l l anguage , r e p o r t e d P a g e 5 , E a s t Africa n S t anda rd . 
November 11th , 1970 . 
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national developmen t i n a  countr y wit h a  predominantl y agricultura l economy . 
There ar e expensiv e school s i n Keny a outsid e th e Stat e system , bu t th e 
high cos t school s ar e governmen t assiste d school s (simila r t o th e direc t 
grant school s i n England) , an d thi s mean s th e Keny a governmen t condon e 
different fee s i n differen t secondar y schools . 

The considerabl e differenc e betwee n Africa n Socialis m philosoph y 
and educationa l practic e coul d b e narrowe d considerabl y i f thes e elit e 
secondary boardin g school s becam e V I Form College s fo r th e followin g 
reasons : -

(1) The y hav e prominen t academi c staf f (stil l predominantl y 
expatriate), excellen t buildings , superio r facilities , an d 
out-standing amenities . 

(2) I t woul d centralis e Kenya' s limite d resource s an d increas e 
efficiency a t thi s leve l fo r highe r grad e manpower . 

(3) Ther e ar e man y practica l advantage s t o larg e V I Form s -
the large r siz e ca n offe r a  variet y o f subjects : specia l 
interests an d abilitie s ca n b e catere d fo r wit h a  wide r 
range o f extra-curr icula r activit ies . Ther e i s les s 
duplication o f expensiv e specialise d equipment , e . g . 
fully equippe d scienc e laboratories , computers , languag e 
facilities, interna l televisio n systems . 

(4.) Th e V I Form Colleg e i s a n easie r socia l milie u fo r 
inter-tr ibal mixing . Ther e shoul d b e n o nee d now , 
for th e ubiquitou s Englis h publi c schoo l traditio n o f 
prefects; mutua l socia l responsibilit y coul d b e achiev -
ed mor e easil y b y th e institutio n o f a  V I For m Society . 

Meanwhile, th e governmen t ha s decide d t o establis h V I Form s 
widely scattere d throughou t th e country . Thi s syste m doe s no t encourag e 
national unity , ra the r i t cause s politica l friction s i n th e choic e o f are a 
and schoo l fo r extensio n o f V I Forms . Fro m th e academi c an d financia l 
points o f view , a  proliferatio n o f smal l V I Form s seem s inadvisabl e an d ca n 
be positivel y wasteful ; moreover , t o leav e th e forme r Europea n secondar y 
boarding school s i n thei r presen t for m an d functio n o f producin g a  differen t 
social clas s base d o n wealt h i s contentiou s an d damaging , t o sa y th e least , 
to th e socia l philosph y o f th e country . 

It i s significan t tha t tw o recen t governmen t Commission s -  Ndegwa , 1 
and Besse y 2  have bot h raise d th e questio n o f th e V I For m Colleg e bu t the y 
may wel l b e ignore d o n thi s questio n a s wer e th e Internationa l Ban k fo r 
Reconstruction Missio n 3  i n 196 3 and th e Keny a Educatio n Commissio n 
Report 4  1964 . 

Pages 156-157 , Repor t o f th e Commissio n o f Inquir y (Publi c Servic e 
Structure an d Remuneratio n Commission ) 1970-71 . Chairman , D.N . Ndegwa , 
Republic of  Kenya , Governmen t Pr in te r , Nairobi , 1971 . 

2 
Pages 202-217 , A  Stud y o f th e Curriculu m Developmen t i n Kenya . b y 

Gordon S . Bessey . Th e repor t o f a n advisor y missio n unde r th e term s o f 
an agreemen t wit h th e Internationa l Developmen t Associatio n an d th e 
British Oversea s Developmen t Association , Nairobi , 1971 . 

Page 233 , Th e Economi c Developmen t o f Kenya . Th e Internationa l Ban k 
for Reconstructio n an d Development , Joh n Hopkin s P r e s s , Baltimore , 1963. 

4 P a r a . 4 1, Keny a Educatio n Commissio n Repor t ,Par t I . Governmen t o f Kenya , 
Nairobi, 1964 . 
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