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Summary 

Reference: Vol. 3 (197 0 - 7 1 ) B10  (pl7 ) 

The stud y examine s th e educationa l factor s 
that contribute d t o th e developmen t o f a  communa l 
identity amon g th e Mala y populatio n o f severa l linguisti c 
and cultura l group s i n th e plura l societ y o f Wes t Malay a 
during th e perio d o f Britis h Colonia l ru le . 

Archival materia l fro m th e Britis h Colonia l 
Office an d th e Malay a Nationa l Archives , togethe r wit h 
a stud y o f th e Mala y vernacula r p r e s s , a  ser ie s o f 
interviews, an d a  cas e stud y o f on e distric t i n Selango r 
provided th e dat a fo r th e stud y conducte d i n th e perio d 
1967-68. 

The stud y show s th e influence s o f th e Mala y 
vernacular school s ove r th e villag e school s an d th e 
religious school s i n establishin g i n th e 1930' s th e 
Malay languag e a s th e foca l poin t o f communa l identity . 

The repor t emphasise s th e fac t tha t whil e th e 
homogenising o f th e Mala y dialect s int o on e languag e wa s 
stimulated b y colonia l administrativ e pressure s i n th e 
interest o f effectiv e control , i t wa s th e Malay s themselve s 
who, consciousl y an d explicitly , shape d th e languag e 
by whic h the y hav e define d thei r identity . 

Report 

This researc h projec t wa s finance d b y a  gran t fro m th e Unite d State s 
Department o f Health , Educatio n an d Welfare , Burea u o f Researc h o f th e 
Education Department , i n 1967-68 . Researc h wa s carr ie d ou t i n Britai n 
in th e l ibrar y o f th e Colonia l Office , an d th e colonia l record s o f th e Publi c 
Record Office , an d i n Malay a i n th e Nationa l Archive s an d throug h 
interviewing an d a  cas e stud y o f th e muki m (sub-district ) o f Ul u Langat . A 
full repor t o n th e researc h i s th e subjec t o f a  doctora l thesi s submitte d t o 
the Departmen t o f History , throug h th e programm e committe e fo r Comparativ e 
Tropical History , o f th e Universit y o f Wisconsi n a t Madison , an d accepte d 
in Jun e 1970 . I t i s availabl e i n reproductio n fro m Universit y Microfilms , 
Ann Arbor , Michiga n (Ref : 70-19 , 167) . A n interi m repor t t o th e U . S . 
Office o f Education , whic h deal s mor e specificall y wit h researc h technique s 
and procedure s wa s submitte r i n December , 1969, and  i s availabl e fro m 
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E . R . I . C . (Educationa l Researc h Informatio n Centre) , Educationa l Documen t 
Reproduction Service s No . ED-026-401 . 

Following th e establishmen t o f Britis h protectorate s i n wester n Malaya , 
in th e state s o f Perak , Selango r an d Negr i Sembilan , which , togethe r wit h 
Pahang, becam e th e Federate d Mala y Sta tes , ther e wa s a  rapi d increas e i n 
population, bot h amon g immigran t group s o f non-Malay s (e.g.Chines e an d 
Indians), an d amon g th e Malay s themselves . Thi s growt h i n th e Mala y 
population, whic h wa s marke d especiall y i n area s whic h ha d bee n trouble d 
by periods o f civi l wa r an d disturbance , wa s onl y i n par t du e t o natura l 
increase, fo r a  considerabl e proportio n wa s mad e u p o f immigrant s fro m 
various part s o f th e peninsula , fro m Sumatra , an d fro m th e res t o f th e 
Indonesian archipelago . Mala y wa s a  ter m convenientl y use d b y th e 
administration, bu t unti l th e 1930' s the y woul d b e mor e likel y t o distinguis h 
themselves separately , a s Minangkabaus , Madnailings , an d so  on . Althoug h 
essentially 'malaysian' , i n man y case s thei r differin g dialect s wer e no t 
mutually intelligible , an d the y ha d significan t difference s i n custom s an d 
traditions. 

The objec t o f th e researc h wa s t o examin e th e rol e o f education , bot h 
directly throug h th e school s themselve s an d indirectl y throug h th e influenc e 
of th e educated , i n assistin g th e developmen t o f a  peninsul a Mala y sens e o f 
community t o replac e ear l ie r an d origina l identifications . Th e stud y wa s 
concerned primaril y wit h th e Mala y populatio n an d mad e onl y passin g 
reference t o th e othe r communitie s i n th e emergin g plura l societ y o f Malaya . 
The influenc e o f thes e othe r communitie s wa s a  negativ e one , excludin g 
Malays fro m particula r function s an d operations , an d thu s contributin g t o 
the limitin g definitio n o f th e Mala y a s rura l peasant , eve n thoug h i n theor y 
Malays wer e th e legitimat e nativ e populatio n o f th e peninsula . I n fac t i t i s 
possible t o sugges t a  distinctio n betwee n tw o Malays ; on e wa s th e politicall y 
dominant colonia l entity , a  networ k o f centre s superimpose d o n th e peninsula , 
with tendril s reachin g ou t int o th e growin g pocket s o f economi c development , 
whose resource s wer e marshalle d b y wester n enterpr ise , an d garnere d b y a 
predominantly Chines e an d India n labou r force ; th e other , a n underlying , 
'sub-colonial' Mala y peasan t society , wa s a  predominantl y subsistenc e 
economy, but , throug h th e agreement s entere d int o b y it s r u l e r s , i t provide d 
the theoretica l legitimac y fo r th e colonia l enterpr ise . 

The administratio n accepte d responsibilit y fo r th e basi c educatio n o f th e 
'native peoples ' , th e Malays , bu t th e governmen t Mala y schoo l syste m wa s 
only on e elemen t i n th e educationa l pattern s o f th e colonia l period . Ther e 
were als o governmen t an d missio n Englis h mediu m secondar y schools , 
privately ru n Chinese medium schools , an d som e rudimentar y India n mediu m 
schools ru n b y employer s o f India n labour . Fo r th e Malays,however , apar t 
from som e specia l provision s fo r acces s fo r a  fe w t o Englis h mediu m secondar y 
schools, th e basi c yea r elementar y syste m wa s th e exten t o f officia l 
educational opportunity . Fo r som e thi s coul d b e extende d b y teache r trainin g 
programmes designe d t o channe l the m int o teachin g i n th e rura l primar y 
schools. Th e stud y examine s th e natur e an d impac t o f th e Mala y 
vernacular school s i n som e detail , an d als o discusse s example s o f other , 
non-official, Mala y schools , sekola h raaya t o r popula r school s se t u p 
independently b y vil lages , an d sekola h ara b o r arabi c schools , whic h i n 
most case s wer e modernise d version s o f th e traditiona l kora n schools . 
Sekolah Raaya t wer e ephemera l institution s generally , fo r i n mos t case s 
they wer e use d i n orde r t o pressur e th e governmen t int o openin g officia l 
schools, an d i f thi s objec t faile d th e schoo l itsel f wa s liabl e t o fai l withi n 
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a fe w y e a r s . Sekola h Ara b wer e opene d b y pr iva t e individual s nominall y 
as re l ig iou s school s subjec t t o approva l b y th e S ta t e Department s o f Religiou s 
Affairs unde r th e authori t y o f th e va r iou s S u l t a n s . 

In o r d e r t o mak e a  mor e specifi c a s ses smen t o f th e r o l e o f educatio n i n 
the developmen t o f a  Mala y communit y th e r e s e a r c h projec t develope d tw o 
interconnected topic s fo r s tudy . I n th e f i rs t p lac e a  c a s e stud y wa s mad e o f 
the introductio n o f school s i n on e p a r t i c u l a r mukim , an d o f th e settlemen t 
and developmen t o f th e muki m i tself . Togethe r wit h thi s a  numbe r o f 
in terviews wer e hel d wit h Mala y informants , i n pa r t i cu l a r r e t i r e d schoo l 
t e a c h e r s wh o ha d bee n act iv e durin g th e colonia l p e r i o d . Thes e in terview s 
were supplemente d b y se lec t iv e stud y o f th e Mala y ve rnacu l a r p r e s s o f th e 
pe r iod , i n p a r t i c u l a r journa l s suc h a s Majall a Guru , th e officia l journa l o f 
the Mala y teachin g p ro fess ion . 

The muki m se lec te d fo r stud y wa s Ul u Langat , a  predominantl y Mala y 
d i s t r i c t i n S e l a n g o r . O f th e si x pr inc ipa l kampong s (vi l lages ) i n thi s muki m 
only fou r ha d school s durin g th e colonia l pe r iod , whil e a  fift h ha d on e o f th e 
more successfu l Sekola h Raaya t , a  schoo l whic h wa s neve r adopte d b y th e 
government , bu t whic h th e v i l l age r s manage d t o kee p ope n b y themse lves . 
The re wa s a l s o a  fair l y successfu l Sekola h Ara b whic h opera te d unde r th e 
l eadersh ip o f on e individua l i n tw o c e n t r e s . Th e r e p o r t d i s c u s s e s thes e 
non-official school s a s example s o f Mala y r e s p o n s e t o tw o kind s o f deficienc y 
in th e officia l colonia l sys tem , deficienc y i n provis io n o f educationa l 
fac i l i t i e s , an d deficienc y i n th e kin d o f educatio n given , whic h wa s p rac t i ca l 
but devoi d o f cu l tu ra l va lue s a s the y ha d bee n taugh t i n th e ol d Korani c 
s choo l s . 

Ulu Langa t a l s o provide d a  v e r y c l e a r exampl e o f i n t r a -Ma la y communa l 
d i f fe rences , s ince , althoug h b y 194 0 th e pa t t e r n wa s becomin g b l u r r e d , eac h 
vi l lage wa s or ig inal l y es tab l i she d b y a  dis t inc t immigran t g roup , eac h grou p 
conscious o f difference s fro m th e nex t v i l l age . Indeed,thi s kin d o f settlemen t 
pa t t e rn wa s th e officia l polic y o f th e d i s t r i c t head s (  fo r mos t o f th i s per io d 
of Mandailin g ex t rac t io n themselves ) de l ibera te l y followe d fo r th e purpose s 
of adminis t ra t iv e convenience . I n th e c a s e o f bot h th e Sekola h Raaya t an d 
the Sekola h Ara b th e influenc e o f communa l difference s i s i l l u s t r a t ed . Th e 
v i l l age r s wh o maintaine d the i r ow n schoo l wer e Korinchi , and , i n th e word s 
of th e d i s t r i c t head ,wer e ' t roublesom e p e o p l e ' , fo r whic h r e a s o n the y ha d 
been r e q u i r e d t o se t t l e a t th e remot e en d o f th e d i s t r i c t ; i n tu r n the y 
r e g a r d e d th e hea d a s unsympathet ic , p r imar i l y becaus e h e di d no t unders tan d 
and the re fo r e mis t rus te d them . Th e owne r o f th e Sekola h Ara b cam e fro m a 
family whic h der ive d fro m Raw a i n Suma t r a , an d a l s o ha d t roubl e wit h th e 
d i s t r i c t head , pa r t l y becaus e o f hi s cons ide rab l e pe r sona l popular i t y an d 
inf luence. A t on e tim e t h e r e seem s t o hav e bee n a n attemp t t o mak e hi m ou t t o 
be pol i t ical l y s u b v e r s i v e ; ce r t a in l y hi s p r o g r e s s i v e re l ig iou s view s wer e i n 
conflict wit h th e mor e p reva len t conversa t io n o f th e officia l muki m l eade r sh ip . 

The stud y o f th e Mala y v e r n a c u l a r p r e s s wa s pa r t i cu l a r l y r e w a r d i n g , 
and fo r thi s Majalla h Gur u prove d t o b e a  valuabl e soundin g boar d fo r Mala y 
opinion genera l l y fo r i t s pu rpos e wa s t o ac t a s a  c l ea r in g hous e fo r an y news , 
d i scuss ion o r commen t tha t i t s ed i to r s fel t t o b e o f specia l i n t e re s t t o Malays . 
It wa s poss ib l e t o d i s ce r n fou r mai n pe r iod s o f ed i tor ia l concer n whic h ca n b e 
summarised a s fol lows : 194 2 t o 1930 , concerne d wit h th e genera l uplif t o f 
the peninsul a people s o f th e pen insu la , wit h p r ac t i c a l advic e an d exhorta t ion ; 
1930 t o 1933 , a l e r t t o th e problem s whic h Malay s face d i n competitio n wit h 
other people s i n th e pen insu la , i n p a r t i c u l a r th e Ch inese , an d drawin g 
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strength fro m th e broad-base d pan-Malaysia n an d Musli m worl d o f th e 
peninsula an d th e archipelago ; 193 3 to 1937 , definin g th e 'peninsul a Malay ' 
community a s a  communit y wit h particula r an d peculia r problems , an d 
especially definin g th e rol e an d responsibilit y o f th e educate d Mala y an d th e 
teaching profession . Th e importanc e lai d upo n th e definitio n of identit y a s a 
preliminary t o th e constructiv e solutio n o f problem s i s o f specia l interest . 

In thi s proces s th e Mala y languag e itsel f wa s o f primar y importance , 
for i t cam e t o r ival , the n supplant , religio n a s th e ultimat e mar k o f communa l 
identity. Th e Britis h ha d earl y chose n th e Johore-Rhia u dialec t a s th e mode l 
for officia l use . Beside s th e language , th e scrip t to o ha d bee n standardised , 
first b y establishin g a n acceptabl e orthograph y fo r Jawi , Arabi c scrip t a s 
modified fo r Malay , then , by th e introductio n o f Rumi,permittin g th e read y 
adoption o f neologism s derive d fro m Englis h i n plac e o f periphrasi s drawin g 
on arabi c t o cop e wit h ne w terminologies . I n a  sens e on e coul d argu e tha t 
during thi s perio d th e Malay s learn t t o spea k Malay ; an d i t i s importan t t o 
s t ress tha t whil e i n a  sens e thi s homogenisin g o f th e language s an d dialect s 
into on e wa s stimulate d b y colonia l administrativ e pressure s i n th e interest s 
of mor e effectiv e control , th e languag e itsel f wa s shape d an d adapte d b y 
Malays themselves . Particularl y i n th e 1930'sthi s proces s wa s ver y consciou s 
and explicit , and th e ensuin g debat e ca n b e followe d i n th e page s o f journal s 
such Majalla h Gur u . 

This attemp t t o summaris e th e stud y o f th e rol e o f educatio n i n th e 
development o f a  Mala y communit y i n peninsul a betwee n 190 0 an d 194 0 ha s o f 
necessity lef t ou t th e detaile d supportin g argument s an d il lustrations , whic h 
must b e sough t i n th e origina l stud y itself . I t i s als o difficul t i n a  preci s 
version t o sho w adequatel y ho w th e variou s part s o f th e stud y complemen t 
each other . Th e attemp t her e therefor e ha s bee n merel y t o sketc h th e kin d o f 
material used , an d th e principa l topic s discussed . I n term s o f researc h 
procedure n o questionnaire , standardise d survey , o r othe r suc h instrumen t 
was used , sinc e i t wa s fel t tha t thes e coul d onl y b e derive d fro m a  previousl y 
constructed mode l whic h migh t itsel f b e fault y an d thu s jeopardis e th e enquiry . 
Indeed,many o f th e origina l assumptions , use d a s point s o f entr y int o th e 
enquiry, ha d t o b e modifie d i n th e cours e o f th e ser ie s o f individua l interview s 
which provide d th e mai n focu s o f th e study . Base d o n thes e interviews , muc h 
of th e resultan t repor t i s biographica l an d anecdotal , materia l whic h doe s no t 
lend itsel f t o simplifie d summary . 

As i t stands , th e researc h repor t containe d i n th e ful l versio n o f th e 
thesis i s a  contributio n t o a  fulle r understandin g o f Mala y socia l history , 
with particula r referenc e t o th e rol e o f education . Admittedl y i n thi s are a 
there i s stil l a  grea t dea l mor e t o b e done . I t als o contribute s t o a n 
understanding o f th e processe s o f societie s i n a  perio d o f rapi d cultura l 
adaptations, and,thoug h i n thi s cas e th e discussio n i s o f a  specifi c societ y 
under colonia l ru le , th e concludin g chapte r discusse s it s relationshi p t o 
other examples , notabl y Indonesi a an d Ceylon ; an d i n subsequen t wor k th e 
author ha s trie d t o appl y hi s finding s mor e generall y t o discussio n o f theorie s 
of cultur e contac t an d cultur e change . 
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