
FOREWORD 

The stud y cover s th e independen t developin g countr ie s o f th e 
Commonwealth an d a  numbe r o f dependencies . 

The majo r type s o f handica p a r e desc r ibed . Fo r each , a n attemp t 
i s mad e t o a s s e s s th e dimensio n o f th e problem , an d estimate d incidence s a r e 
d i scussed . Th e cause s o f eac h typ e o f handica p a r e l i s te d an d i t s manifest -
ations desc r ibed . Problem s rela t in g t o handica p i n developin g count r ies , 
including difficultie s o f diagnosi s an d assessmen t an d advers e publi c a t t i tudes , 
a r e cons idered . Descr ipt ion s a r e give n o f educationa l provisio n i n th e 
developing countr ie s fo r th e majo r form s o f handicap . Suggestion s fo r futur e 
educational development a r e made . 

Malnutri t ion i s considere d separa te l y a s a  contr ibutor y facto r t o 
handicap. 

The stud y the n deal s wit h som e re la te d ques t ions , th e provisio n o f 
buildings an d equipmen t fo r handicappe d chi ldren , th e promotio n o f posit iv e 
at t i tudes toward s handica p b y th e publi c a t l a r g e , an d th e ro l e o f agencie s 
other tha n nationa l government s i n th e specia l educatio n programme . 

The fina l chapte r suggest s poss ib l e l ine s o f developmen t fo r 
special educatio n i n th e low-incom e coun t r i e s . A  l i s t o f p roposa l s derive d 
from th e bod y o f th e work d conclude s th e study . 

The stud y recognise s th e man y claim s o n government s fo r educationa l 
funds an d th e unlikelihoo d o f handicappe d childre n bein g give n hig h p r io r i ty . 
The cas e i s mad e fo r inc rease d efficienc y i n th e existin g provisio n throug h 
g r ea t e r co-ordinat io n o f effort , mor e effectiv e staffing , an d th e concentratio n 
of effor t i n a  limite d rang e o f p ro jec t s commensurat e wit h r e s o u r c e s . I t i s 
suggested tha t government s migh t conside r supportin g a  bas i c syste m o f 
special educatio n whic h ca n b e expande d a s r e s o u r c e s becom e avai lable . 
Such a  syste m woul d b e bot h modes t i n i t s demand s o n publi c fund s an d a 
valuable a r e a fo r experimentation , th e r e s u l t s o f whic h coul d wel l benefi t 
the educatio n p r o c e s s a s a  whole . 
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