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Increasing costs , rapi d growt h an d changin g educationa l philosophie s 
resulted i n a  need fo r mor e detaile d informatio n o n th e plannin g an d develop -
ment o f educationa l facilities . A s th e Ministe r o f Educatio n i n Ontario , 
Honourable Rober t Welch , pointe d ou t i n th e introductor y remark s a t th e 
presentation o f th e Departmen t o f Education' s 1971-7 2 Estimate s t o th e 
Legislature's Committe e o n Huma n Resource s o n Jul y 16 , 1971 : 

". .  . . w e ar e no w turnin g mor e o f ou r attentio n fro m th e quantitativ e 
to th e qualitativ e aspect s o f educatio n i n Ontario . 

Today w e ar e standin g o n th e threshol d o f a  new er a i n societ y 
as w e approac h th e lif e o f ou r provinc e -  an d th e live s o f eac h 
individual i n thi s provinc e -  wit h a  renewe d emphasi s o n th e 
priori ty o f trul y huma n values . An d althoug h thi s shif t towar d 
greater huma n responsivenes s i s reflecte d i n virtuall y al l aspect s 
of society , nowher e i s i t mor e eviden t tha n i n th e Departmen t o f 
Education. I n fact , thi s emphasi s i s a n integra l par t o f virtuall y 
every on e o f ou r programs . 

In a  democrati c societ y tha t value s th e individual , educatio n i s no t 
satisfactory unles s i t recognise s th e uniqu e personality , th e 
unique abilities , needs , an d interests , an d th e uniqu e aspiration s 
of eac h individua l student. " 

To hel p fulfi l thi s nee d th e offic e o f Schoo l Plannin g an d Buildin g 
Research wa s forme d i n Jun e 1964 . Sinc e tha t tim e th e offic e ha s continue d 
to develop an d a t presen t ha s a  multi-disciplined staf f representin g differen t 
educational background s an d culture s fro m aroun d th e world . 

Activities 

a. Member s o f th e staf f ar e involve d i n a  continuin g progra m o f researc h 
into facilitie s fo r elementar y an d secondar y school s wit h th e assistanc e o f 
educators an d othe r expert s invite d t o participate . Th e studie s rang e 
through al l area s o f th e curriculum . 

b. Wit h th e formatio n o f College s o f Applie d Art s an d Technolog y i n 
1968, a  new dimensio n wa s added . Researc h i s carrie d ou t o n prospectiv e 
construction project s fro m conceptua l stag e t o completion . I t cover s al l 
aspects o f th e propose d structur e fro m educationa l purpose s throug h s i te , 
facilities, materials , plannin g an d execution , a  comprehensiv e proces s i n 
which th e questio n o f cost-economic s i s give n hig h priority . A t presen t 
there ar e 2 0 o f thes e communit y college s i n operation . 

c. Th e cos t analysi s grou p o f schoo l plannin g involve s itsel f i n th e 
investigation o f th e natur e an d tren d o f schoo l an d colleg e constructio n costs , 
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undertakes review s o f expenditure s an d continuall y studie s th e provincia l 
capital gran t plan . 

d. Th e offic e provide s guidanc e an d assistanc e i n anticipatin g th e 
future need s o f educationa l facilitie s an d investigate s th e curren t require -
ments fo r spac e utilizatio n t o mee t educationa l programs . I t als o researche s 
new constructio n technique s an d material s t o defin e th e mos t appropriat e 
building form s throug h economi c desig n an d construction . 

e. Th e offic e als o conduct s researc h i n th e are a o f specia l education , 
including school s fo r th e deaf , blin d an d emotionall y disturbed . 

f. Th e offic e provide s a  consultatio n servic e fo r thos e involve d i n schoo l 
building. I t co-operate s wit h th e Ontari o Teachers ' Federation , Count y 
Boards o f Educatio n an d others . Contact s ar e maintaine d wit h othe r 
provinces o f Canada , UNESC O agencie s an d schoo l researc h group s 
throughout th e world . 

Workshops 

School Plannin g an d Buildin g Researc h hold s tw o Schoo l Desig n 
Workshops a  yea r an d a  Colleg e Desig n Worksho p ever y othe r year . Th e 
general them e o f thi s continuin g serie s o f mee t i ng s is education an d archi -
tecture i n th e 20t h century . 

The purpos e o f th e workshop s i s t o brin g togethe r person s wit h 
diverse background s an d occupation s wh o ar e intereste d i n som e wa y in th e 
construction o f educationa l facilit ies . Al l to o frequently , seminars , 
conferences an d convention s ar e restricte d t o th e narro w confine s o f th e 
interests o f a  singl e profession . Thi s onl y lead s t o a  ghettoizatio n o f th e 
approach t o proble m solving . Th e ai m o f th e Schoo l Plannin g workshop s i s 
the cross-fertilizatio n o f idea s an d concept s fro m a  multi - disciplinary 
grouping. Architects , planners , engineers , professiona l educator s -  bot h 
those o n th e classroo m fron t an d behin d th e scene s i n administratio n -
together wit h electe d schoo l boar d officials , wh o represent th e community , 
concerned parent s an d member s o f board s o f governor s o f th e 2 0 communit y 
colleges i n Ontari o ar e invite d t o spen d a n intens e tw o day s discussin g th e 
problems o f plannin g an d buildin g educationa l facilities . 

Workshop location s ar e carefull y slotte d throug h variou s locale s 
in th e province . Eac h meetin g i s planne d t o provid e a  regiona l interpretatio n 
of th e problem s discusse d an d t o accentuat e loca l participation . Thi s doe s 
not mea n tha t th e workshop s ar e inbre d affairs . Fa r fro m i t ,  al l th e 
seminars hav e ha d delegate s an d participant s no t onl y fro m al l part s o f 
Ontario, bu t fro m th e othe r province s o f Canad a an d fro m abroad . 

Care i s alway s take n t o locat e th e meeting s i n th e sam e buildin g 
where th e majorit y o f thos e attendin g ar e staying . Thi s i s don e t o 
encourage th e informa l exchang e o f idea s betwee n meeting s an d a t after -
hours "bul l sessions" . Fo r thi s reaso n th e registratio n fe e include s 
meals. Lunc h o r dinne r ca n provid e a  bette r opportunit y t o pursu e a 
topic o f in teres t i n dept h tha n th e necessarily time-restricte d questio n 
periods i n th e mor e structure d discussions . Schoo l Plannin g believe s tha t 
the informa l exchang e o f idea s an d th e non-structured meeting s wit h cohort s 
can b e a s significant a  benefi t fro m th e worksho p a s th e actua l program . 
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The progra m i s carefull y worke d ou t t o offe r a  wid e range o f topic s 
to interes t an d involv e th e multi - disciplinary participants . Usuall y a n 
overall them e i s establishe d fo r th e workshops : 

School a s a  Communit y Resourc e 
Alternative Space s fo r Educatio n 
New Technique s i n Constructio n Contract s 
Control o f Environmen t 
The System s Approac h t o Constructio n 

The techniqu e o f pane l discussion s i s frequentl y employe d bot h i n 
general session s an d discussio n group s t o presen t th e multi-disciplinar y 
picture. Panel s frequentl y includ e a n educator , administrator , t r u s t e e 
and a n architect . Specialist s suc h a s engineers , cos t analyst s o r T V 
consultants ar e invite d accordin g t o th e topic . 

Panelists ar e urge d t o giv e thei r fran k opinion s an d livel y discussion s 
are sought . Th e large r session s alway s allo w a  questio n perio d a t th e en d 
while i n th e smal l group s les s formalize d participatio n i s encouraged . 

Many memorable session s hav e bee n hel d includin g th e tim e Dr . Gores , 
head o f Educationa l Facilitie s Laboratories , observed : 

"If w e coul d onl y ge t fro m teachin g ove r t o learnin g an d ge t o n 
trust , t ru s t th e studen t t o regulat e hi s ow n intake . Jus t a s 
we tr y t o ge t th e buildin g ou t o f th e way , ge t th e teache r ou t of 
the way . I n man y instances th e teache r i s a n intrusio n betwee n 
the ki d an d th e acces s h e want s t o wha t h e want s t o kn ow, which 
means then , a s thi s l ibrar y i s growing , thi s library-lik e spac e 
is growing , becaus e mor e an d mor e kid s ar e regulatin g thei r in -
take, wit h instinct , wit h thei r natura l thirs t tha t Einstei n sai d 
all youn g childre n hav e unti l i t i s beate n ou t o f the m b y education . " 

The proceeding s o f th e worksho p ar e quickl y printe d fo r distributio n 
to thos e wh o coul d no t atten d bu t wh o are intereste d i n th e proceedings . 
School Plannin g believe s tha t on e o f th e fundamenta l attribute s o f th e work -
shop i s i t s timeliness . T o avoi d th e lon g dela y i n preparin g th e paper s fo r 
publication, th e meeting s ar e recorde d o n magneti c tap e an d the n transcribed . 
Each par t ic ipan t i s aske d fo r a  cop y o f hi s speec h note s i n a  l i terar y for m 
at th e tim e o f th e meetings . 

Research publication s 

After thoroug h study , informatio n gathere d b y th e offic e o f Schoo l 
Planning an d Buildin g Researc h i s reflecte d i n th e specialize d publication s 
it produces . 

Since th e inceptio n o f Schoo l Planning , 2 7 publications hav e bee n 
produced including : 

Library Resourc e Centre s fo r Elementar y School s (1966 ) 
Colleges o f Applie d Ar t s an d Technolog y -  Movemen t an d 

Growth Pattern s (1969 ) 
Relocatable Learnin g Facilitie s (1970 ) 
All o f thes e publication s an d the expertis e o f th e staf f ar e availabl e 

to an y interested par t ies , no t onl y in Ontari o bu t throughou t th e world . 
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