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Any conscientiou s teache r surel y want s a  combinatio n o f circum -
stances i n a  schoo l buildin g tha t wil l encourage , permi t and,indeed , inspir e 
him to d o his bes t wor k -  t o emplo y the method s o f teachin g tha t ar e hi s 
particular strength s an d t o provide th e learnin g situation s tha t wil l b e o f th e 
greatest benefi t t o hi s students . Th e design , constructio n an d fitting s o f th e 
building canno t guarante e tha t thes e desire d circumstance s wil l exist , bu t a t 
least the y ca n mak e the m possible , i f enoug h though t goe s int o th e projec t a t 
the plannin g stage . 

Whatever hi s wishe s concernin g th e physica l make-u p o f th e 
school, firs t an d foremos t th e teache r want s recognitio n an d consideratio n 
before a  schoo l buildin g i s erecte d o r eve n planned . Recognitio n o f hi s 
existence an d tha t o f hi s student s -  recognitio n o f th e fac t tha t h e an d hi s 
students mus t spen d thei r workin g hour s i n clos e contac t unde r th e sam e 
roof -  consideratio n o f th e fac t tha t the y ar e huma n beings , who com e fro m 
architecturally planne d home s wher e "comfortabl e living " an d "labour-savin g 
devices" hav e largel y replace d th e Sparta n condition s o f the pioneerin g day s -
recognition o f th e fac t tha t environmen t an d th e experience s i t provide s ar e a 
big facto r i n shapin g people' s l ives , particularl y thos e o f impressionabl e 
young people -  i n short , recognitio n o f th e inescapabl e fac t tha t thos e wh o 
occupy schoo l building s ar e qualifie d t o say , t o som e exten t a t least , ho w 
they shoul d b e designe d an d wha t the y shoul d contain . 

When the administrator , whos e responsibilit y i s t o spen d publi c 
money to th e bes t advantage,an d th e architect , whos e tas k i s t o pla n schoo l 
buildings, see k ou t an d incorporat e opinion s o f teacher s an d student s i n 
their preliminar y thinking , s o wil l mor e functiona l an d mor e congenia l 
surroundings fo r th e schoo l populatio n result . Man y costl y alterations , 
which s o ofte n hav e bee n foun d t o b e necessar y immediatel y upo n completio n 
of th e building,ma y thu s b e avoided . Generall y bette r educatio n shoul d b e th e 
outcome o f thi s research . 

Convenience an d comfor t 

Next, th e teache r want s convenience . T o carr y ou t hi s dutie s t o 
the bes t o f hi s ability , t o us e hi s valuabl e teachin g tim e t o th e maximum , t o 
create th e condition s fo r learnin g whic h moder n educationa l theor y demands , 
he mus t hav e "everything " h e need s withi n eas y reach . 

Audio-visual equipmen t mus t b e readil y available , administratio n 
and ancillar y service s clos e a t hand , offic e an d storag e spac e ampl e an d 
accessible an d students ' amenitie s immediatel y adjacen t t o thei r workin g 
a reas . 

Finally, th e teache r want s an d expect s t o fin d comfor t -  no t 
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luxury o r extravagance , bu t a  reasonabl e measur e o f comfor t i n keeping wit h 
standards existin g i n professiona l premise s elsewhere . Th e industrialist , 
the medica l man , th e banke r an d th e publi c servan t generall y spen d thei r 
working day s i n hygienic , thoughtfully-planned , air-conditioned , insulated , 
well-lit, carpeted , cushioned , acousticall y favourabl e an d aestheticall y 
attractive world s .  S o shoul d th e teache r an d s o shoul d hi s students . 

Now, i f thes e need s ar e t o b e met , wha t kin d o f building wil l fil l 
the bill ? 

Choice o f material s 

Availability govern s th e structura l material s t o b e used , bu t 
brick an d mortar wall s hav e a  substantial , permanen t an d weather-proo f 
appeal tha t timber , meta l o r pre-fabricate d unit s canno t match . Th e sam e 
can be sai d fo r th e stair-case s an d covere d walk-ways . I n the even t of  fire , 
their valu e i s obviou s • Plaste r acousti c ceiling s an d roug h cas t interna l 
walls reduc e th e soun d reflectio n i n classroom s an d transmissio n throug h 1 
corridors .  Polishe d woo d panel s ma y look attractiv e ,  bu t thei r wort h end s 
there . Larg e expanse s o f glas s ar e als o acousticall y an d climaticall y 
undesirable. 

A non-slip, non-stain , vinyl-typ e floo r coverin g lai d o n a n 
underfelt stand s har d wea r an d i s easie r o n the fee t (an d ears ) tha n concret e 
or bar e boards . Staf f accommodatio n shoul d b e carpe t ed throughout . 

Studies int o th e amoun t o f natura l lightin g neede d fo r optimu m 
working condition s ar e a n importan t adjunc t t o th e planning o f th e schoo l 
building. Wha t i s bes t fo r on e situatio n ma y b e excessiv e i n another , 
resulting i n eye-strai n an d earl y fatigue . Wit h evenin g classe s fo r adult s 
becoming more common , th e problem s o f artificia l lightin g warran t clos e 
attention too . I n fact , ever y roo m i n th e schoo l need s t o b e well-li t fo r 
both da y an d nigh t u se . Invariably , stor e an d locke r room s ar e jus t lik e 
the "blac k hol e o f Calcutta 11 an d th e incentiv e t o kee p the m clea n an d tid y i s 
consequently reduced . 

Colour consultant s ar e calle d i n t o advis e o n the interio r decora -
tion i n th e home . Wh y not i n th e school ? Th e psychologis t coul d probabl y 
offer som e advic e to o abou t th e shade s likel y t o b e conduciv e t o th e bes t 
working conditions . 

Land costs , especiall y i n urba n area s ,  probabl y dictat e tha t th e 
structure i s tw o o r thre e s toreys . Traditionall y th e shap e ha s bee n tha t o f 
"I", " L" o r "LI " . 1  suggest tha t fo r th e sam e mone y a  "wheel " desig n wit h 
a centra l hu b an d radiatin g spoke s i s mor e compac t an d functional . 

The "home " room , wher e genera l academi c subject s ar e studied , 
and the "specialist " room s for m th e mai n workin g area s withi n th e building . 
If the y ar e isolate d fro m eac h othe r to o much by bein g a t opposit e ends , ther e 
is a  tendenc y toward s fragmentatio n rathe r tha n integratio n o f th e whol e schoo l 
programme. Sufficien t "home " room s t o b e rea l home s fo r thei r respectiv e 
classes an d no t jus t "transi t camps " are mos t desirable . 

In the classroo m 

What doe s th e teache r wan t o r expec t t o fin d i n th e class-room ? 
First o f al l sufficien t spac e t o accommodat e hi s student s an d himself , fo r 
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s to r age , displa y an d equipmen t wit h adequat e spac e i n be tween . Singl e 
unit "por table " desk s an d cha i r s a r e th e ru l e thes e day s an d s o to o a r e woo d 
and s t e e l . Moder n picni c furnitur e i s l ightweight , s turd y an d si len t 
aluminium an d p l a s t i c . P e r h a p s the r e i s a  plac e fo r thes e mater ia l s i n th e 
school roo m t o o . 

Whatever th e seatin g p lan , th e roo m shoul d b e la rg e enoug h t o 
ensure tha t ever y studen t ha s som e pr ivac y fro m hi s "neighbour " an d non e 
should b e so c los e t o th e fron t a s t o suffe r a  drople t showe r whe n th e 
t eacher i s speaking . 

Adequate s to rag e spac e i s e s s e n t i a l , consis t in g o f cupboard s 
(preferably dust-proof),som e o f whic h hav e laminate d p las t i c top s an d ca n 
double a s wor k benche s wher e a  l a r g e r a r e a tha n a  desk- to p i s needed . 
Space underneat h a t in te rva l s fo r th e s tudents ' l e g s , whil e sea ted , i s 
d e s i r a b l e . Se t s o f d r a w e r s fo r teachin g aid s an d students ' p ro j ec t s ; show -
cases an d ope n shelve s fo r collection s o f books , display s o f models , e t c . 
a r e o the r convenience s whic h a r e no t luxur ie s bu t necess i t i e s fo r mor e 
effective teachin g an d l ea rn ing . Th e sam e ca n b e sai d fo r "pin-up " board s 
of fel t (no t caneite ) an d sundr y fitting s t o permi t th e expeditiou s us e o f 
audio-visual equipment . I t woul d b e unrea l i s t i c t o hav e a  ful l rang e o f suc h 
apparatus fro m tap e r e c o r d e r t o te levis io n se t t o slid e p ro jec to r permanentl y 
ins ta l led , bu t powe r point s (no t i n awkwar d places) ,project io n s c r e e n an d 
maps ( ro l le r -b l in d styl e o r wal l mounted) ,projecto r s tand , radi o an d publi c 
address s p e a k e r , chalkboard s (fron t an d bac k a t least) ,"blackout " blind s o r 
c u r t a i n s , movabl e roo m div ider s an d in t ra - schoo l communication s 'phon e a r e 
all basi c r equ i r emen t s . A  sin k wit h ho t an d col d wa te r i s ve r y hand y t o o . 

While o n th e poin t o f th e chalkboard , i f i t mus t s l ide , the n tw o o r 
th ree leave s movin g s ideways , no t u p an d down , a r e e a s i e r fo r th e t eache r 
to handl e an d l e s s s t r a i n o n th e neck s o f th e student s a t th e fron t o f th e room . 
If som e en te rp r i s in g sc ient i s t coul d inven t a  be t t e r "board " ,  whic h take s a n 
absolutely dus t - f re e "chalk " ,  al l t e a c h e r s woul d welcom e i t an d hi s fortun e 
would b e made . Th e overhea d p ro jec to r i s a  usefu l a l t e rna t ive , bu t no t a 
sa t is factory replacement . 

To ope n an d clos e window s a  hydraul i c sys tem , whic h control s al l 
units wit h on e movemen t o f a  handle , i s th e mos t efficien t an d d e s i r a b l e . 

Two d o o r s , on e leadin g t o th e playgroun d an d th e o the r int o th e 
building, provid e fo r mor e rapi d movemen t a t th e chang e o f l e s son s an d i n 
case o f emergency . 

An indoo r signallin g syste m base d o n flashin g light s r a t h e r tha n 
buzze r s o r bel l s i s k inde r t o everyone ' s e a r s an d n e r v e s . 

Faci l i t ies fo r s tudent s 

Students ' s torag e locke r s a r e bes t place d adjacen t t o the i r "home " 
rooms , abov e floo r leve l an d o f reasonabl e he ight , l a rg e enoug h t o tak e 
books , bag s an d clothes,an d havin g foldin g d o o r s . Combinatio n lock s de te r 
the would-b e thie f an d student s see m mor e proficien t a t rememberin g a  numbe r 
code tha n a  k e y . 

The locke r roo m i s incline d t o b e crowde d a t " ru s h hou r s " ,  so 
that th e doorway s a r e be t t e r a r r ange d i n p a i r s t o allo w fo r "in " an d "out " 
t ra f f ic . Acces s fro m bot h th e playgroun d an d th e buildin g i s e s s e n t i a l . 
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If changin g room s an d toile t block s adjoin , th e locker s ar e availabl e fo r 
safe-keeping o f property a t al l times . Ho t water , showers , basins , soap , 
disposable towels , mirror s an d shoe-cleanin g equipmen t ar e basi c 
necessities i n thes e a r ea s . A  refrigerated wate r fountai n here , an d i n 
other convenien t spot s abou t th e school , i s certainl y preferabl e t o havin g 
students drinkin g fro m ope n taps . 

Soft drin k dispenser s hav e thei r plac e alongsid e othe r foo d an d 
refreshment facilitie s i n th e dinin g room . Thi s mos t importan t are a mus t b e 
well appointe d wit h sufficien t seatin g an d service s t o promot e a  hig h standar d 
of eatin g habits . Th e kind s o f foodstuff s t o b e offere d fo r sal e i s a  contro -
versial topi c thes e day s an d beyon d th e scop e o f thi s ar t ic le . However , i t 
must b e mentione d tha t th e ide a tha t a  dinin g roo m i s no t neede d i n a  school , 
if th e climat e favour s eatin g outsid e mos t o f th e year , i s a  fallacy . Play -
ground lunche s ar e to o ofte n eate n "o n th e run " an d in quit e unhygieni c 
circumstances wit h a  resultan t accumulatio n o f l i t ter . A  teacher's tim e 
is to o valuable fo r som e o f i t t o b e spen t i n supervisin g yar d cleanin g an d 
rubbish disposal . Wit h a  platfor m o r stag e include d i n it s design , th e 
dining roo m ca n easil y doubl e a s a  forma l assembl y hal l o r fo r socia l 
functions, suc h a s dance s o r parents ' meetings . 

Other desirabl e feature s 

A gymnasium, properl y equippe d an d adequatel y sound-proofed , 
with direc t acces s t o th e locke r an d changin g rooms , i s essentia l i f 
physical educatio n i s t o b e taugh t comprehensively . A  stage fo r dram a 
instruction an d pla y presentatio n a t on e en d an d a  projectio n roo m a t th e othe r 
would ensur e tha t ful l us e coul d b e mad e o f thi s are a throughou t th e weekl y 
timetable. 

"Sick" room s fo r ailin g student s ar e bes t place d i n th e quietes t 
section o f th e building , a s ar e th e l ib ra r y an d staf f commo n room . Privat e 
study carrel s fo r senio r student s ar e a  worthwhil e additio n t o th e usua l 
library facilities . I n th e future , self-teachin g equipmen t usin g records , 
tapes an d film  i s likel y t o b e equall y desirabl e a s book s on the shelve s fo r 
students' u se . 

Offices, a t leas t o n a  shar e bas is , fo r staf f t o fin d privac y t o ge t 
on with thei r man y associate d duties , mak e fo r greate r efficienc y an d wor k 
volume. Th e commo n roo m shoul d b e reserve d fo r relaxatio n an d refreshmen t 
and no t b e cluttere d u p with pile s o f book s o r bundle s o f paper . Wh y publi c 
servants, wh o ultimately contro l th e desig n o f schoo l buildings , believ e tha t 
teachers ca n work wel l i n difficul t conditions , whe n the y themselve s tak e 
pains t o guarante e thei r ow n comfor t an d convenience , i s on e o f th e mysterie s 
of the age . 

The nee d fo r "specialist " teachin g room s fo r certai n subject s i s 
apparent. Wha t mus t b e acknowledge d i s tha t th e plannin g an d equippin g o f 
these workin g space s call s fo r specia l consideration . Th e co-operatio n an d 
consultation referre d t o earl ie r betwee n th e administrator , th e architect , th e 
builder an d the teache r i s nowher e mor e importan t tha n i n thes e a r ea s . Th e 
great fun d o f experienc e buil t u p ove r th e year s b y many teacher s workin g i n 
unsatisfactory initia l conditions , whic h the y hav e modified , b y thei r ow n 
efforts, int o mor e pleasant , convenien t an d stimulatin g surroundings , canno t 
continue t o b e ignore d i f school s ar e goin g to kee p u p with advance s 
elsewhere i n thi s technologica l age . 
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What the n doe s a  teache r wan t i n a  schoo l building ? I n short , 
a plac e i n whic h h e i s prou d t o serve , i n whic h his energies ar e free d fro m 
the bond s o f inconvenienc e an d frustration , i n whic h learnin g an d teachin g 
are a  pleasur e an d no t jus t a  business , i n whic h th e mone y spen t thereo n i s 
regarded a s a n asse t fo r th e future , rathe r tha n a  liabilit y o f th e present . 
To fulfi l it s educationa l functio n a  schoo l mus t b e a  leade r i n th e community ; 
a centr e o f progres s an d development , eve n ahea d o f it s times ; a n exampl e 
to b e imitated ; a n objec t o f admiratio n an d respect . Th e righ t kin d o f 
building ca n mak e thi s possible . 

78 




