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When 1  a r r i ved i n th e count ry , i n 1963 , the r e wa s n o specia l 
provision fo r th e educatio n o f dea f ch i ld ren . Bein g th e onl y pe r so n wit h a 
r a t h e r lon g exper ienc e i n thi s pa r t i cu l a r fiel d an d wit h th e n e c e s s a r y qua l i -
fications ,  1  thought i t m y dut y t o under tak e somethin g fo r th e dea f chi ldre n 
in thi s count ry . However , n o fund s wer e availabl e a t tha t t ime , so I  ha d t o 
confine mysel f t o incidenta l an d pr iva t e l e s s o n s . 

In F e b r u a r y 196 7 I  happene d t o hav e a  meetin g wit h M r . Joh n 
Chadwick, th e Di rec to r o f th e Commonwealt h Foundat ion , o n a  visi t t o Malawi . 
With hi m an d othe r in te res te d p a r t i e s 1  d i scusse d th e poss ib i l i t ie s o f 
financial ai d fro m th e Commonwealt h Foundatio n fo r thi s pa r t i cu l a r p ro j ec t . 
Initially th e Commonwealt h Foundatio n wa s p r e p a r e d t o he lp , bu t a  simpl e 
s t a r t ha d t o b e mad e f i rs t t o prov e th e feasibil i t y o f th e p ro j ec t . 

In Marc h 196 8 on e uni t wit h fiv e chi ldre n wa s opene d i n a  borrowe d 
classroom i n Montfor t Teache r Trainin g Col lege . I n 196 9 w e ha d t o ope n a 
second c lassroo m i n th e Col lege , an d w e ha d fourtee n pupil s i n th e tw o 
c lassrooms toge the r . I t prove d tha t th e numbe r o f application s fo r a  plac e 
in th e f i rs t schoo l fo r dea f chi ldre n i n Malaw i wa s rapidl y i n c r e a s i n g , an d w e 
had t o mak e plan s fo r ou r ow n schoo l bui ld ings . P a r t i c u l a r l y , th e roo m fo r 
temporary boardin g faci l i t ie s wa s u p t o i t s maximum , an d there for e hos te l s 
had t o b e planne d togethe r wit h th e school , an d a ls o house s fo r th e t e a c h e r s . 

From th e f i rs t s t a r t w e bega n t ra inin g som e loca l t e a c h e r s fo r th e 
education o f th e deaf . Thi s ha d no w grow n ou t t o a  ful l t e ache r t ra inin g 
course fo r t e ache r s o f th e dea f a t Montfor t Col lege , whic h cours e i s a ls o 
open fo r t e ache r s o f o the r c o u n t r i e s . A  prospec tus o f thi s cours e ha s 
recent ly bee n i s sue d an d sen t t o differen t c o u n t r i e s . Th e cours e i s ru n b y 
four expatr ia t e t u t o r s . 

In Jun e 196 9 th e Commonwealt h Foundatio n offere d a n overa l l awar d 
in th e su m o f £ 3 7 , 1 5 0 . Thi s awar d wa s mad e u p o f th e followin g e lements : 

(a) Visi t s twice -yea r l y ove r a  fiv e y e a r per io d 
to Malaw i b y Br i t i s h E . N . T . consultant s £10,65 0 

(b) Construct io n o f dea f t e ache r t ra in in g 
school-cum-clinic £20,00 0 

(c) P u r c h a s e o f equipmen t fo r schoo l an d 
clinic £  5,00 0 

(d) T ranspor t fo r visi t in g surg ica l team s 
over a  fiv e y e a r per io d £  1,500 

The buildin g plan s fo r th e school , h o s t e l s , audiolog y tes t in g cen t r e 
and t e a c h e r s ' house s wer e mad e b y a n appointe d a rch i tec t i n B lan ty re . W e 
rea l i s ed fro m th e beginnin g tha t th e buildin g gran t o f th e Commonwealt h 
Foundation woul d no t cove r th e cos t o f th e tota l p lan , an d there for e w e ha d 
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to fin d additiona l fund s t o b e abl e t o finis h th e buildings . 

The building s o f th e schoo l consis t of : on e classroo m bloc k wit h 
three classroom s an d on e handicraf t room , a  secon d classroo m bloc k wit h 
three classrooms , a  servic e bloc k wit h tw o individua l speec h trainin g rooms , 
a staffroo m an d toilet s fo r th e staff , boy s an d g i r l s . I n additio n t o thi s a 
special bloc k wa s buil t a s th e audiolog y testin g centre , whic h contain s a 
director 's office , a  bi g testing roo m whic h als o serve s a s a n auditor y 
training roo m an d assembl y hal l fo r th e children , a  smal l observatio n roo m 
and a  laboratory . 

Each classroo m wa s designe d fo r approximatel y 8  children . The y 
are ligh t an d pleasan t an d wel l ventilated . Fou r classroom s ar e equippe d 
with a  Philip s grou p hearin g aid , an d tw o classroom s ar e equippe d wit h th e 
inductive loo p system . The y ar e a s fa r apar t fro m on e anothe r a s possibl e 
to preven t overlappin g o f th e signal . Th e grou p hearin g ai d i s installe d i n 
specially designe d horsesho e table s wit h th e amplifie r built-i n i n th e 
teacher's desk . I n addition , eac h classroo m i s equippe d wit h a  loop-syste m 
for specia l purposes . 

The testin g centr e i s equippe d wit h a  Peter s AP 5 Audiometer , 
which i s installe d i n the observatio n roo m wit h a  recor d playe r an d a  tap e 
recorder . Fro m th e observatio n roo m signal s ca n b e give n t o th e testin g 
room vi a severa l loudspeaker s an d a n interco m syste m fo r free-fiel d testing . 
Apart fro m tha t a  portabl e audiomete r i s availabl e fo r fieldwork . I n th e 
laboratory equipmen t i s installe d fo r makin g earmould s an d repairin g hearin g 
aids. 

The hostel s ar e divide d int o fou r units , eac h self-containing , an d 
each hoste l uni t offer s plac e fo r approximatel y 1 6 children. Th e hostel s ar e 
run b y loca l Africa n Religiou s S i s t e r s , wh o receiv e a  specia l training . The y 
also atten d classe s tw o day s pe r wee k i n th e school , an d the y ar e eve n allowe d 
to giv e a n occasiona l lesson . Th e fou r hoste l unit s hav e on e centra l kitchen . 

For th e Africa n teacher s fou r house s hav e bee n buil t so fa r o n th e 
same premises . W e hop e t o ge t fou r mor e house s fro m th e Malaw i Govern -
ment. Th e building s ar e al l supplie d wit h electricit y fro m tow n (we  ar e 
about 1 5 miles fro m Blantyre ) an d hav e thei r ow n water suppl y fro m a  borehol e 
and a  handpump . Th e borehol e i s operate d wit h a n automati c electri c pum p 
and a  storag e tank , s o tha t ther e i s a  continuou s wate r supply . 

Par t o f th e Projec t fo r Th e Educatio n Fo r th e Dea f i n Malaw i i s 
the twice-yearl y visi t o f a n E . N . T . consultan t fro m Britain . Malaw i doe s 
not hav e it s ow n E . N . T . specialist . Th e visitin g specialis t i s usuall y base d 
at th e Quee n Elisabet h Centra l Hospita l i n Blantyre , bu t durin g hi s sta y h e 
also visit s bigge r centre s elsewher e i n the country , lik e Zomb a an d Lilongwe . 
In orde r t o giv e him  ful l opportunit y fo r operation s a  specia l operatio n 
microscope ha s bee n purchase d fro m a  Commonwealt h equipmen t grant . 
Several ea r operation s hav e bee n alread y successfull y completed . 

The testin g centr e no t onl y serve s th e schoo l fo r dea f children , 
but als o anybod y wit h hearin g complaints . I n additio n aircraf t pilot s ar e 
tested her e twic e pe r year . Tw o member s o f th e expatriat e staf f ar e 
qualified audiologists . Wher e necessar y an d possible , individua l patient s 
are helpe d wit h a  hearin g aid . Abou t 4 0 hearin g aid s hav e bee n hande d ou t 
so far . Africa n patient s wh o ar e no t abl e t o pa y ge t the m fre e o f charge . 
They hav e t o pa y onl y fo r replacement s o f bat ter ies , cord s an d rece ivers . 
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The educatio n o f the childre n i s free . Th e Governmen t give s a 
grant fo r boardin g an d tuition . Th e Governmen t i s als o responsibl e fo r 
the runnin g cost s of th e existin g school . Durin g th e las t fou r year s w e 
have collecte d a  goo d dea l o f informatio n abou t th e incidenc e o f deafnes s i n 
Malawi, and,althoug h exac t number s ar e no t ye t available , w e thin k i t 
justified t o establis h thre e school s fo r th e dea f i n th e country : on e i n th e 
south, a s th e centra l trainin g bas e fo r teachers , on e i n th e nort h an d on e 
in the centre . Bu t firs t w e hav e t o buil d th e existin g schoo l properly , an d 
we ar e plannin g alread y a  thir d classroo m block , t o brin g th e tota l numbe r 
of classroom s u p to ten . Th e nex t ste p wil l certainl y b e vocationa l training , 
but al l thi s wil l tak e time , sinc e w e hav e onl y jus t started . 
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