
MULTI-STORIED SCHOOL S I N HON G KON G 

Due t o th e shortag e o f buildin g land , especia l l y i n th e urba n 
a r e a s , an d th e nee d t o provid e a n adequat e numbe r o f schoo l places , it ha s 
been n e c e s s a r y t o buil d mul t i - s tor ie d school s i n Hon g Kong . S i te s fo r 
schools a r e calculate d o n th e bas i s o f approximatel y 1,00 0 squar e fee t pe r 
c lassroom fo r a  p r imar y schoo l an d 2,00 0 squar e fee t p e r c lassroo m fo r a 
secondary school . A s schedule s o f accommodatio n a r e lai d dow n fo r bot h 
pr imary an d secondar y schools, th e actua l desig n o f th e schoo l depend s upo n 
the shap e an d contou r o f th e s i t e . I t i s no t possibl e t o g ive , i n a  shor t 
a r t ic le o f thi s n a t u r e , detai l s o f th e var iou s design s o f al l school s whic h 
have bee n buil t i n th e Colony . However , a  descr ipt io n o f th e Governmen t 
s tandard pla n co-educat iona l p r imar y schoo l an d th e Governmen t s tandar d 
plan co-educationa l secondar y schoo l ma y giv e r e a d e r s a  genera l ide a o f 
mul t i -s tor ied schoo l desig n i n Hon g Kong . Thes e school s wer e designe d b y 
the Governmen t Archi tec tura l Office . 

Standard p r imar y schoo l 

The archi tec t fo r th e projec t produce d a  desig n fo r a  s tandar d 
pr imary schoo l whic h coul d b e accommodate d o n s i te s o f abou t 22,00 0 squar e 
feet i n a r e a (measurin g a t a  minimu m 16 0 fee t b y 14 0 fee t c l ea r o f an y 
adjacent slop e o r cut t ing) . Th e requiremen t wa s fo r a  30-c lassroo m schoo l 
for 1,35 0 chi ldre n an d th e resul tan t desig n i s fo r a  s i x - s to r e y buildin g 
which, becaus e o f th e r e s t r i c t e d s i t e s , incorpora te s a  playgroun d o n it s 
flat roo f an d a n open-side d covere d playgroun d an d assembl y a r e a unde r 
the buildin g a t groun d l e v e l . N o lift s a r e provide d bu t climbin g t o th e uppe r 
floors i s reduce d b y th e roof- leve l p l a y - a r e a s whic h enabl e th e upper-f loo r 
pupils t o enjo y the i r p lay-per iod s withou t th e nee d t o g o dow n t o groun d 
l eve l . 

The detaile d accommodatio n provide d i n th e 30-c lassroo m standar d 
pr imary school s i s a s follow s :  -

Item Are a 

1. 3 0 c lass room s 56 0 s q . ft . eac h 

2 . 3  specia l teachin g room s a s follow s : -
a) woodwor k roo m 73 0 s q . ft . 
b) housecraf t roo m 73 0 s q . ft . 
c) genera l purpos e roo m 73 0 s q . ft . 

3 . Administrativ e accommodatio n a s 
follows :  -
(for operat io n o f th e schoo l i n 2 
sess ions ) 
a) tw o headmas te r ' s office s 14 0 s q . ft . eac h 
b) a  genera l offic e 21 5 s q . ft . 
c) a  s ta t ioner y s to r e 3 0 s q . ft . 
d) tw o staf f room s 73 0 s q . ft . 
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e) staf f toile t accommodatio n 
f ) a  medica l inspectio n roo m 27 0 s q . ft . 
g) a  c l eaner ' s s tor e o n eac h floo r 3 0 s q . ft . 
h) q u a r t e r s fo r tw o c a r e t a k e r s 

4-. Playgroun d accommodatio n 

a) Covere d playgroun d 250 0 s q . ft . 
It wa s considere d tha t thi s a r e a woul d b e use d b y tw o th i rd s 
of th e 1,35 0 pupi l s , i . e . 90 0 pup i l s , an d tha t th e followin g 
facil i t ies shoul d b e provided : -

i) lavator y accommodatio n an d changin g room s 
for boy s an d g i r l s 

ii) a  game s s to r e 20 0 s q . ft . 
iii) a  simpl e platform/stag e a t on e en d o f th e 

space i n o rde r t o mak e th e fulles t educationa l 
use o f th e covere d playgroun d a s a  temporar y 
hall fo r speec h days , amateu r dramatic s e t c . 

b) Roo f playgroun d 450 0 s q . ft . 
It wa s considere d tha t thi s a r e a woul d b e use d b y on e 
third o f th e 1,35 0 pupil s ,  i  . e . 45 0 pupil s ,  an d tha t th e 
following facil i t ie s shoul d b e p rov ided : -

i) lavator y accommodatio n fo r boy s an d gir l s 
ii) approximatel y on e th i r d o f th e a r e a i . e . 

1,500 s q . ft . t o b e covere d t o provid e protect io n agains t 
sun an d ra i n fo r physica l educatio n an d a r t 
l e s s o n s . 

c) Ope n playgroun d 
An ope n playgroun d lai d ou t a s a  basketbal l cour t wit h 
floodlighting ins ta l la t ion . 

5 . A  c a r par k fo r 6  c a r s . 

A simila r nee d fo r econom y i n th e us e o f lan d wa s als o a n 
important facto r i n evolvin g a  desig n fo r th e s tandar d secondar y gramma r 
school . I n thi s c a s e , however , becaus e o f th e inc rease d facili t ie s calle d 
for , th e minimu m sit e a r e a n e c e s s a r y t o accommodat e th e schoo l wa s foun d 
to b e approximatel y 50,00 0 squar e fee t (measurin g a t a  minimu m 16 0 fee t b y 
315 feet) . Th e requiremen t wa s fo r a  24-c lassroo m schoo l fo r 92 0 pupil s 
with a n additiona l 1 0 p rac t i ca l room s an d wit h adequat e assembl y an d 
recrea t iona l fac i l i t i es . 

The resul tan t desig n comprise s a  f ive-s tore y an d si x s tore y 
classroom bloc k formin g th re e s ide s o f a n ope n cou r tya rd . On e win g o f 

this bloc k house s th e 2 4 c lass room s o n fou r o f th e fiv e f loor s abov e groun d 
f loor l eve l , th e othe r win g th e 1 0 p rac t i ca l room s o n th e fou r f loor s abov e 
ground f loo r l e v e l . Connectin g thes e tw o wing s an d enclosin g th e th i r d 
side o f th e cour tyar d i s a  c o r r i d o r win g housin g th e mai n s t a i r c a s e an d 
toi lets o n eac h f l o o r . A n assembl y ha l l t o sea t 1,00 0 pupil s i s r a i se d o n 
columns an d form s a  sepa ra t e bloc k linke d t o th e classroo m bloc k a t f i rs t 
f loor an d secon d f loo r l e v e l s , a cces s t o th e mai n f loo r o f th e ha l l bein g fro m 
the forme r leve l an d t o th e balcon y fro m th e l a t t e r l eve l . A n open-side d 
covered playgroun d occupie s th e groun d f loo r a r e a beneat h th e h a l l . 
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The hal l i s designe d fo r mult i-purpos e usag e wit h facili t ie s fo r 
general schoo l a s sembl i e s , meet ings , examinations , l ec tu re s (wit h o r withou t 
visual a ids ) , c o n c e r t s , stag e performance s an d fil m show s a s wel l a s fo r 
gymnastics an d games . Th e maximu m amoun t o f c ross -vent i la t io n ha s bee n 
provided. Artif icia l ventilatio n -  n e c e s s a r y durin g fil m show s an d whe n 
natural ventilatio n i s inadequat e -  ha s bee n provide d i n th e for m o f th re e 
large exhaus t fan s house d withi n th e fals e ceilin g ove r th e balcon y a t th e 
r e a r o f th e hal l . 

Standard secondar y schoo l 

The detaile d accommodatio n provide d i n th e 24-c lassroo m standar d 
secondary gramma r school s i s a s follow s :  -

Item Are a 

1. 24-classroom s 54 5 s q , ft . eac h 

2 . 1 0 specia l teachin g room s a s follow s : -

a) 4 - l abora to r ies (fo r chemis t ry , 110 0 s q . ft . 
phys i c s , biolog y an d genera l (chemistr y &  physics) 
science respect ively ) 95 0 s q . ft . 

(biology &  general science ) 
b) 2  p repara t io n room s t o se rv e th e 

l abora to r ies 40 0 s q . ft . eac h 
c) domesti c scienc e roo m wit h 

model livin g a r e a an d s tor e 150 0 s q . ft . 
d) needlewor k roo m wit h s tor e 80 0 s q . ft . 

120 s q . ft . 
e) woodwork/metalwor k roo m wit h 120 0 s q . ft . 

s tore 12 0 s q . ft . 
f) a r t roo m wit h s to r e 120 0 s q . ft . 

200 s q . ft . 
g) geograph y roo m wit h s tor e 80 0 s q . ft . 

200 s q . ft . 
h) musi c roo m 68 0 s q . ft . 

3 . l i b r a r y wit h s to r e 120 0 s q . ft . 
120 s q . ft . 

4 . Administrativ e accommodatio n a s 
follows :  -

a) headmas te r ' s offic e 20 0 s q , ft . 
b) a  genera l offic e 47 0 s q . ft . 
c) tw o staf f room s 52 0 s q . ft . eac h 
d) a  medica l inspectio n roo m 25 0 s q . ft . 
e) q u a r t e r s fo r tw o c a r e t a k e r s 

5 . Assembl y an d physica l educatio n 
accommodation a s follow s :  -

a) a n assembl y ha l l t o sea t 80 0 pupil s wit h balcon y 
accommodation fo r a n additiona l 20 0 pupi ls , 
together wit h a  stag e equippe d wit h a  stag e -
lighting instal lat io n adequat e fo r moderately -
sized produc t ions . 
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4th FLOO R PLA N 

GROUND FLOO R PLA N 

24-CLASSROOM STANDAR D SECONDAR Y 

GRAMMAR SCHOO L HON G KON G 
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b) a n open-side d covere d playgroun d a t groun d floo r 
level unde r th e assembl y hall,togethe r wit h a 
games s tore . 

c) a  basketbal l cour t wit h floodlightin g installation . 
d) changin g room s fo r boy s an d g i r l s . 

6. A  ca r par k fo r 24 - c a r s. 

The structura l system s use d i n bot h types o f standar d schoo l ar e 
similar, a s ar e th e type s o f material s an d finishings  use d an d th e elevationa l 
treatments. Th e structura l syste m generall y i s o f simpl e reinforce d concret e 
column, bea m an d sla b construction . I n externa l elevationa l treatment , th e 
structural fram e i s painte d i n whit e cemen t paint,whil e th e recesse d wal l 
panels betwee n th e concret e framewor k ar e i n coloure d cemen t paint . 
Internally, th e colou r schem e i s generall y a  controlle d selectio n o f paste l 
shades a s backgroun d treatment,punctuate d b y som e stronge r soli d colour s 
applied i n paintwor k t o th e classroo m doors . Material s an d finishing s use d 
were primaril y chose n wit h fitnes s fo r purpos e an d durabilit y i n mind bu t a t 
the sam e tim e wit h du e regar d fo r maintainin g th e overal l cos t o f th e standar d 
schools withi n a  reasonabl e budgetar y figure . 
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