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Report of the Commonwealth Observer Mission to South Africa, Phase I

ANNEX |
Composition of the Commonwealth Observer Mission

THE OBSERVER TEAM

Mr P M Abraham
Former Permanent Secretary, India

Mr Abdul Rahman bin Ismail
Principal Assistant Secretary, Electoral Commission, Malaysia

Haji Abu Daniel bin Dato Haji Abu Zar
Deputy Superintendent, Royal Brunei Police
Brunei Darussalam

Mrs Victoria Chitepo
Former Minister of Tourism, Zimbabwe

Mr C Peter Daniel
Assistant Deputy Minister, Communications and Culture
Canada

Mr Foo Kia Juah
Police Superintendent, Director Public Affairs Department
Singapore

Mr Timothy Glanville
Electoral Officer, Australia

Haji Hasrin bin Haji Sabtu
Deputy Superintendent, Royal Brunei Police
Brunei Darussalam

Major-General Charles Ndiomu, Rtd
Nigeria

Chief Superintendent Peter Stevens
Head, Police/Community Relations Department, Scotland Yard

Britain

Mr G P Tiwari
Former Speaker, Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, India

SECRETARIAT STAFF

Mr Max Gaylard, Director, Political Affairs Division
Dr Moses Anafu, Special Representative of the Secretary-General to South Africa

Ms Colleen Lowe-Morna, Political and Media Adviser
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South Africa in Transition

ANNEX I

Letter to the Chairman of the NPS on
the Carrying and Misuse of Weapons

UNITED NATIONS @ OBSERVER MISSION

IN SOUTH AFRICA

4 November 1993

Dear Dr. Gildenhuys,
’ " : 1i ]

At several of our meetings with you, we have commented on
the disturbing presence of weapons and ad hoc firing of shots at
public gatherings. Despite the many representations made through
you, and direct communications on this issue with political
parties, the phenomenon appears to be getting worse: a fact that
is particularly worrying in the run-up to the many gatherings
anticipated during the election campaign.

The Code of Conduct for Political Parties and Organizations
agreed by the signatories to the National Peace Accord states
that people attending political gatherings, marches or meetings
may not have, carry or show any weapons or firearms. The
Goldstone Commission has recommended that the carrying of weapons
at public gatherings be banned. The draft code of conduct for
the elections being debated in Kempton Park makes a similar
recommendation. All four of the international observer missions
are totally opposed to individuals being allowed to carry weapons
at public gatherings.

Despite these facts we have been to funerals in troubled
areas like the East Rand recently at which shots have been fired
randomly into the air, and local peace monitors have reported the
situation to be "normal" on their return to the Joint Operations
Centre. These sorts of reports suggest that such behaviour has
come to be regarded as acceptable: a development that we regard
as most disturbing.

The presence and misuse of weapons at public gatherings
exposes many innocent people, including our observers, to
unnecessary danger. More fundamentally, our presence at such
gatherings may be misconstrued as condoning such behaviour.

.

Dr. Antonie Gildenhuys
Chairperson

National Peace Secretariat
P.0O. Box 9700

Johannesburg 2000
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Given the seriousness of the issue, we request that it be
placed on the agenda of the forthcoming meeting of signatories
of the National Peace Accord, with a view to securing a
reaffirmation and compliance with the provisions made in the
Accord on the matter.

We also urge that there be more public destruction of
weapons seized by the police. This, in our view, would go a long
way in helping to erase suspicions, restore confidence in the
genuine intentions of the Security Forces and act as a powerful
deterrent, as well as galvanise public opinion against the
carrying of weapons in public.

Ambgssador P. von Stulpnagel / Angeﬁiigiv. /
European Community Observer United Natdons Okger

Mission in South Africa Mission in South Africa

Sam Ibok Colleen Morna-Lowe
Oragnization of African Unity Commonwealth Observer Mission

in South Africa
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ANNEX Il

Newspaper Article on the Marshal Training Programme
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