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Those wh o hav e rea d th e touris t brochure s o r looke d a t 
the films , sometime s com e t o regar d th e Caribbea n a s a n are a o f 
eternal blis s i n whic h th e su n shine s al l th e time , a  lo t o f ru m 
flows an d calypsoe s fil l th e a i r . I t i s no t quit e lik e that . Th e 
Caribbean happen s t o b e a  rea l place . I t doesn' t onl y exis t i n 
pictures o r o n calyps o records , wit h it s onl y produc t stee l bands . 
I haste n t o assur e yo u tha t i t i s a  ver y differen t kin d o f are a fro m 
the on e portraye d i n tha t way . 

It i s indee d a n interestin g par t o f th e world , partl y 
because historicall y i t foun d itsel f wit h peopl e draw n fro m man y 
parts o f th e world . Ther e ar e peopl e i n th e Caribbea n wh o loo k 
like me , I  haste n t o assur e you , mos t o f whos e ancestor s wen t 
from Indi a t o plan t an d cu t suga r cane . Ther e ar e peopl e o f 
African stoc k wh o wer e brough t ove r i n th e day s o f s lavery . W e 
have Chinese , Jews , Japanes e -  peopl e o f ever y creed , rac e an d 
religion. 

In som e way s i t stand s i n strikin g contras t t o Asi a an d als o 
to Africa . Guyana , whic h wa s originall y Britis h Guiana , an d whic h 
in fac t i s o n the Sout h America n continent , (th e onl y par t o f Sout h 
America whic h wa s a  Britis h colony ) i s distinc t fro m th e res t o f 
the Commonwealt h Caribbean . Guyan a ha s ove r 700,00 0 peopl e o n 
an enormou s lan d mass , mos t o f whic h i s virgi n ter r i tor y -  a s ye t 
unexplored. Bu t apar t fro m Guyan a th e res t o f th e peopl e i n th e 
English-speaking Caribbea n com e t o n o mor e tha n abou t 4  millio n 
in a l l . S o w e ar e reall y smal l "fry " ,  compared , i f yo u l ike , wit h 
Commonwealth Afric a wher e yo u ar e talkin g abou t 12 0 million, o r 
Asia an d th e Pacifi c wit h som e 70 0 million . 

The Island s ar e mostl y heavil y populated , althoug h ther e i s 
great disparit y i n th e densit y o f th e population . I n Barbados , fo r 
example, whic h ha s onl y abou t 16 0 squar e miles , ther e i s a 
population densit y o f somethin g lik e 1,50 0 pe r squar e mile ; i n a 
place lik e Dominica , whic h i s ver y mountainous , i t i s somethin g 
like 23 5 per squar e mile . Montserrat , whic h stil l happen s t o b e a 
British colony , ha s bee n recorde d a s havin g 3 2 squar e mile s bu t 
from informatio n I  hav e receive d ove r th e las t si x month s i t i s no w 
34- square miles . Perhap s i t wa s measure d whe n th e tid e wa s out' . 
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What 1  would lik e yo u t o realis e i s tha t th e Commonwealt h 
Caribbean i s a  ser ie s o f island s se t i n th e Caribbea n Sea , betwee n 
North an d Sout h America . Part l y a s a  resul t o f it s history , th e 
general standar d o f education , certainl y a t primar y an d secondar y 
level, i s relativel y high . Ther e i s no t muc h i l l i teracy . Forma l 
education i s reasonabl y good . Ther e wa s n o Universit y unti l 1948 , 
so tha t peopl e o f m y generatio n ha d tha t kin d o f experienc e outsid e 
of th e Wes t Indies . Thi s ra ise s a  ver y importan t poin t whic h 1 
should mak e a t once . Ther e i s a  kin d o f inverte d snobber y no w 
developing i n som e part s o f th e developin g world . Th e fac t tha t 1 
went t o Universit y i n Britai n te n year s ag o migh t hav e bee n a  goo d 
thing, bu t no w tha t th e ne w countrie s ar e establishin g thei r own 
universities peopl e ar e sayin g tha t i f yo u haven' t bee n educate d 
in th e hom e soi l yo u canno t reall y understan d loca l i s sues . Thi s 
attitude, I  think , als o ha s relevanc e t o a  plac e lik e Malta , becaus e 
one ma y wan t t o examin e a t a  certai n stag e whethe r i n smal l 
communities lik e your s ther e i s a  nee d fo r som e peopl e -  no t 
necessarily a  larg e numbe r o f peopl e -  t o mov e a  bi t farthe r awa y 
and ge t wide r experience . T o b e hom e grow n i s on e thing , t o b e 
blinkered i s another' . 

1 think 1  ought t o sa y tha t th e Caribbea n i s essentiall y a 
young people' s regio n -  62 % of th e populatio n i s unde r 25 . Nearl y 
all childre n hav e acces s t o primar y educatio n but , unlik e Africa , 
there ar e no t larg e lan d masses , ther e ar e n o extensiv e farms , 
so tha t i f a  youn g man doesn' t quit e "mak e th e grade " ,  a s the y say , 
there i s n o poin t tellin g hi m t o g o bac k t o th e far m becaus e ther e i s 
no far m t o g o bac k t o ; h e di d no t com e fro m th e far m i n th e firs t 
place. Althoug h I  a m now dealin g wit h th e Caribbea n 1  should l ike , 
too, t o dra w attentio n t o on e o r tw o issue s o f a  genera l kin d base d 
on my experience i n tha t par t o f th e world . I t i s terr ibl y importan t 
for al l o f u s t o thin k har d abou t som e o f thes e i s sues . S o man y o f 
us ar e readin g th e sam e book s talkin g t o th e same peopl e an d 
meeting th e sam e kind s o f exper ts , tha t w e ma y b e comin g t o 
perceive certai n problem s whic h appea r simila r a s identical . Thi s 
is quit e dangerous . 1  would encourag e you , especiall y th e youn g 
people, t o tak e th e issue s an d analys e the m ver y carefull y i n th e 
light o f loca l circumstances . Fo r example , i t soo n becam e clea r 
in th e Caribbea n Semina r tha t whe n w e bega n t o tal k abou t 
unemployment an d peopl e leavin g schoo l an d no t bein g abl e t o fin d 
work, som e o f th e exper ts , th e consultants , thos e wh o wea r 
badges lik e mine , sai d "Le t the m g o back t o th e land , agricultur e 
is th e answer " .  1  remember tha t a t th e Seminar , abou t hal f wa y 
through, thi s questio n wa s put . "I s ther e n o possibilit y o f creatin g 
employment fo r thes e youn g peopl e b y turnin g t o th e sea?" . I t ha d 
not occurre d t o man y o f them tha t the y wer e dealin g wit h Islan d 
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communities, i n th e water s aroun d whic h foreig n trawler s wer e 
catching prawn s an d lobster s an d sendin g the m bac k agai n i n can s 
for sale' . Th e onl y solutio n the y kne w t o th e unemploymen t proble m 
was "Bac k t o th e land " bu t ther e i s n o lan d t o g o bac k t o . Eve n i f 
some mor e o f th e lan d wa s t o b e use d t o produc e mor e suga r an d th e 
then o n the worl d marke t th e price s slump , wha t hav e w e achieved ? 
We have probabl y kep t mor e peopl e cuttin g can e an d processin g 
it bu t tha t i s abou t a l l . 

1 hope 1  have sai d enoug h t o giv e yo u som e sor t o f fee l fo r 
the a r ea . 1  should lik e i n th e nex t fe w minute s lef t t o dea l wit h 
specific outcome s fro m th e Caribbea n Seminar . 

One o f th e mai n thing s tha t emerge d fro m th e semina r 
affecting yout h wa s tha t traditiona l occupation s wer e unacceptabl e 
to youn g peopl e eve n thoug h the y coul d no t se e an y alternatives . 
It i s importan t t o remembe r tha t yo u ma y tel l th e cha p t o g o bac k 
and d o a  bi t o f craf t wor k o r fishin g an d so  on , bu t h e doe s no t 
want t o d o suc h things . H e canno t se e wha t els e ther e i s t o do , 
but hi s aspiration s ar e fixe d o n the mountai n tops . Meanwhil e 
his extende d famil y look s afte r him . I f h e doe s no t ear n mone y 
he ca n alway s g o an d pic k a  fe w fruit s fro m somebody' s garden . 
The socia l pressure s o n him ar e o f a  differen t o rder . I f h e 
doesn't wan t t o wor k h e wil l no t wor k an d h e wil l no t s ta rve . 

There i s als o i n th e Caribbea n th e questio n o f wha t i s 
called "incomplet e families" . I n th e 1950' s man y peopl e lef t th e 
colonies (a s the y the n were ) an d wen t t o Britai n becaus e th e 
streets wer e pave d wit h gold . Th e me n wer e gettin g o n banan a 
boats leavin g th e wome n behind . On e o f th e consequence s o f thi s 
period i s tha t i n som e familie s ther e wa s n o head , n o fathe r 
figure. Th e implication s fo r youn g peopl e growin g u p di d no t 
become clea r unti l muc h la te r . 

Another matte r tha t emerge d fro m th e Semina r b y way o f 
problems an d need s wa s a  kind o f ne w class-consciousness , 
whereby, thos e wh o wer e selecte d fo r secondar y school s an d late r 
went t o universit y cam e t o se e themselve s i n trul y elitis t term s 
and ha d littl e contac t wit h thei r peer s wh o misse d th e conveyo r 
belt . 

The term s rura l an d urban an d th e difference s associate d 
with thi s categorisatio n produce d problem s i n th e Caribbea n 
Seminar a s the y ma y als o d o h e r e . Whe n one speak s abou t rura l 
in th e Africa n contex t fo r example , thi s i s understandable , bu t 
when you spea k abou t rura l i n th e cas e o f Barbado s o r Tobag o 
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you ma y reall y b e talkin g abou t a  2 0 minute rid e fro m th e hear t o f 
a bustlin g city . 

Nevertheless, th e questio n o f peopl e leavin g th e so-calle d 
rural area s an d squattin g aroun d th e mai n citie s creat e ne w kind s 
of problems . Som e youn g peopl e prefe r t o com e int o th e cit y an d 
to hol d thei r hand s ou t tha n t o sta y o n th e estat e an d til l th e land . 
And whe n yo u ge t t o a  plac e lik e th e Bahama s i t ca n b e eve n worse . 
Some school-leaver s ar e findin g i t mor e wort h thei r while , "t o 
use thei r hands" : on e to ca r r y a  suitcas e an d on e t o hol d out , 
than t o sta y a t school , becaus e o f th e larg e number s o f America n 
tourists wh o visi t tha t par t o f th e world . 

Another thin g tha t emerge d wa s tha t ther e seeme d t o hav e 
been a  fetish , partl y becaus e o f colonia l t radit ions , fo r building s 
and institutions , whic h wer e decorative , ornamenta l an d massive . 
There wa s a  lac k o f appreciatio n o f th e desirabilit y o f utilisin g 
the resource s o f th e community , o f buildin g school s usin g 
ordinary loca l wood , loca l galvanise d roofin g an d so  on . I n 
addition i t wa s eviden t tha t i f yo u buil t somethin g fo r a  certai n 
purpose yo u shouldn' t us e i t fo r anythin g e l se . Yo u coul d hav e 
a communit y centr e righ t nex t t o a  schoo l o r nex t t o a  church . 
The schoo l coul d b e over-crowded , whil e th e churc h remaine d 
empty fo r muc h o f th e tim e an d th e communit y centr e cam e aliv e 
only a t night . Youn g peopl e i n thes e communitie s hav e begu n t o 
open thei r eyes  an d questio n som e o f thes e practice s i n th e banne r 
of "socia l just ice" . 

Governments hav e bee n unde r pressur e an d i n som e case s 
there ha s bee n a  breakdow n o f discipline , failin g communicatio n 
between yout h an d establishmen t an d fewe r jo b opportunities . 
In th e fac e o f thi s Government s bega n t o see k quic k solutions . 
Some decide d tha t th e answe r la y i n settin g u p yout h camp s an d 
in som e o f th e islands Yout h Camps wer e establishe d t o cate r fo r 
the 16-1 8 yea r olds . I n th e camp s youn g peopl e pursue d basi c 
skills ove r tw o year s bu t th e camp s cos t money . A t bes t the y 
were onl y a  shor t ter m measur e an d thei r effect s ar e onl y menia l 
to th e rea l problem s ; 

In th e Caribbea n then , peopl e ar e re-thinkin g completel y 
the par t whic h yout h ca n pla y i n th e developmen t o f thei r societ ies . 
This i s bein g don e wit h imaginatio n an d vigour . Despit e th e 
enormous difficultie s som e progres s i s bein g mad e an d ther e ha s 
begun t o emerg e th e ne w Caribbea n man , no t unaffecte d b y hi s 
history bu t no t enslave d b y i t e i ther . I t i s thi s kin d o f bein g tha t 
today's yout h seek s t o become . 

171 


	Youth and Development in the Caribbean



