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The p r o c e s s o f socia l i sa t io n begu n i n th e hom e i n ea r l y 
childhood i s c a r r i e d o n an d complete d b y th e community . Whe n 
the chil d c r o s s e s th e threshol d o f adolescenc e h e s tep s int o 
another world ; i n th e sam e wa y whe n h e leave s th e hom e h e s tep s 
into anothe r wor ld , a  worl d o f e v e n t s , peopl e an d change s tha t w e 
cal l th e community . Thi s normall y cons i s t s o f th e family , th e 
church , th e school , th e plac e o f en ter ta inment , th e plac e o f wor k 
and th e civi c committee . Eac h i n i t s tur n contr ibute s somethin g 
to th e mouldin g o f th e youth ' s pe r sona l i t y . 

Our youn g peopl e kno w tha t the y a r e livin g i n a  worl d 
which i s bot h powerfu l an d weak , capabl e o f th e bes t o r th e w o r s t , 
faced wit h a  choic e betwee n freedo m an d s l a v e r y , p r o g r e s s an d 
dec l ine , bro therhoo d an d h a t r e d . Tor n betwee n thes e opposin g 
r ea l i t i e s man y youn g peopl e as k th e mos t fundamenta l ques t ions : 
What i s Man ? Wh y mus t pa in , evi l an d deat h p e r s i s t i n spit e o f 
p r o g r e s s ? Wha t i s th e us e o f ou r ha rd-wo n conquests ? Wha t ca n 
a ma n offe r t o Society ? Wha t ca n h e expec t fro m it ? 

Community se rv ic e i n genera l 

The purpos e o f educatin g ou r youn g peopl e i s th e p r o -
motion o f socia l growth . Ou r societ y ca n ad d anothe r dimensio n 
to th e method s b y whic h school s wor k toward s thi s p u r p o s e , 
namely, i t ca n hel p toward s th e developmen t o f persona l i t y an d a 
sense o f socia l respons ib i l i t y throug h p rac t i ca l e x p e r i e n c e . 

All o f u s kno w tha t youn g peopl e nee d t o fee l tha t the y 
a re playin g a n importan t an d purposefu l ro l e i n a  happ y an d 
unders tanding environment . T h e r e f o r e , eve r y countr y mus t 
ut i l ise al l i t s r e s o u r c e s -  no t onl y i t s ra w mater ia l an d othe r 
economic a s s e t s bu t a l s o , and , abov e a l l , th e huma n r e s o u r c e s 
r e p r e s e n t e d b y i t s youth . 

The ide a o f voluntar y se rv ic e b y youn g peopl e h a s , ove r 
the pas t fe w y e a r s , gon e throug h a  r ad i ca l change . I t i s n o 
longer th e pr ivi lege d fe w wh o a r e involve d bu t man y a r e thos e 
young people , comin g fro m a  wid e socia l background , wh o a r e 
asking wha t the y ca n d o t o hel p o ther s . 
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Community se rv ic e wor k shoul d no t b e limite d t o 
voluntary o rgan i sa t ions . I t shoul d a ls o b e extende d t o schools . 
In school s suc h se rv ic e provide s on e wa y fo r th e pupi l t o mov e 
from th e secur i t y o f th e c l a s s int o th e highl y complicate d worl d 
of th e adul t community . Th e studen t find s himsel f involve d i n r e a l 
s i tua t ions , wher e h e ca n n o longe r r e l y o n som e on e e l s e t o tel l 
him wha t t o do . I n thi s wa y h e inevitabl y gain s som e respons ib i l i t y 
and i n hi s wor k h e d i scove r s mor e abou t hi s ow n capaci t ie s an d 
po ten t ia l i t i es . Communit y se rv ic e provide s a  chanc e fo r youn g 
people t o experimen t an d fin d thei r p rope r plac e i n th e adul t 
wor ld . Thes e suggest ion s fo r communit y se rv ic e i n school s cal l 
for planning , organisa t io n an d imaginativ e e f for t s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , throug h th e exper ienc e o f communit y s e r -
vice youn g peopl e becom e mor e involve d i n th e communit y o f whic h 
they a r e a  p a r t . The y se e i t a s a  networ k o f in terdependen t 
re la t ionships i n whic h the y a r e no t pass iv e spec ta to r s bu t activ e 
pa r t i c i pan t s . Fo r thes e r e a s o n s th e p r ac t i ca l commitmen t 
r equ i r ed b y communit y se rv ic e i s l ikel y t o b e wort h fa r mor e tha n 
any second-han d knowledg e acquire d i n thei r c lass roo m abou t 
their community . Th e student s com e t o r e a l i s e , throug h act ion , 
e i ther individuall y o r a s a  g roup , ho w the y ca n effec t changes . 
What communit y se rv ic e provide s i s no t knowledg e bu t th e 
exper ience tha t pe r sona l actio n ca n chang e a  si tuatio n o f h e l p l e s s -
n e s s . 

Community se rv ic e i n i t s na tur e i s no t intende d t o b e 
vocat ional . However , i t coul d se rv e a s a n introductio n t o a 
c a r e e r fo r som e youn g people . A  g i r l , fo r i n s t ance , workin g i n 
a hospita l fo r th e mentall y handicappe d ma y thin k o f takin g u p 
such wor k profess iona l ly . I f communit y se rv ic e ca n convinc e 
young peopl e tha t the y ca n tak e actio n now , i t ma y a ls o giv e the m 
confidence t o tak e a n activ e ro l e i n communit y wor k la te r o n a s 
adu l t s . W e a r e a t a  tim e whe n mor e emphasi s i n socia l wor k i s 
placed o n communit y ca r e an d organ isa t ion . Thus , th e rol e o f 
schools i n helpin g youn g peopl e t o unders tan d ho w the y ca n b e 
par t ic ipant member s o f th e communit y i s v e r y important . 

Involving th e student s 

Many a r e thos e youn g peopl e wh o a r e offerin g themselve s 
to giv e som e se rv ic e t o th e communit y throug h voluntar y organi -
sat ions he r e i n Mal ta . Bu t thousand s o f o ther s sho w n o i n t e r e s t . 
Why not ? I t i s , p e r h a p s , tha t w e adult s cloa k th e ide a o f se rv ic e 
in term s o f suc h litt l e meanin g fo r youn g peopl e tha t th e majorit y 
feel a s i f i t ha s nothin g t o d o wit h them . Ou r youn g generat io n 
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should b e abl e t o sha r e i n th e sat isfact io n tha t come s fro m helpin g 
o t h e r s . F o r suc h wor k sa t is f ie s a  dee p nee d t o giv e tha t i s funda -
mental t o huma n natur e .  Mos t o f ou r youn g me n spen d muc h o f 
their tim e i n school s an d w e canno t affor d t o sen d the m ou t withou t 
lett ing the m hav e som e exper ienc e o f givin g Youn g peopl e see m 
to nee d th e opportuni t ie s t o se rv e o ther s an d w e kno w tha t ther e 
a r e oppor tun i t ies . Wha t i s difficult , p e r h a p s , i s t o br in g youn g 
people fac e t o fac e wit h mor e pa r t i cu l a r s i tuat ion s o f individua l 
and socia l nee d wher e the y can k mak e a  contr ibut ion . 

Community se rv ic e a s pa r t o f th e cur r icu lu m 

I hav e mentioned , howeve r br ie f ly , communit y se rv ic e 
through voluntar y o rgan i sa t i ons . W e kno w tha t i n ou r countr y a 
la rge propor t io n o f youn g peopl e engag e i n social l y posit iv e 
act ivi t ies i n th e framewor k o f thei r family , th e churc h organ i -
sat ions an d othe r es tab l i she d organisa t ion s suc h a s th e S c o u t s . 

My intentio n i n thi s pape r i s t o d i scus s th e possibi l i t y o f 
introducing communit y se rv ic e i n schoo l s . Th e voluntar y o rgan i -
sat ions a r e a l read y doin g splendi d wor k i n thi s field , bu t w e 
cannot ignor e th e fac t tha t thi s se rv ic e ca n for m a  pa r t o f th e 
cur r i cu lum. Thi s programm e i n school s ma y b e advocate d fo r 
var ious r e a s o n s . F o r example : 

(1) W e mus t admi t tha t i t i s a  re la t ive l y smal l 
propor t ion o f youn g peopl e wh o belon g t o 
voluntary o rgan i sa t ions . Th e exper ienc e o f 
shar ing an d car in g ma y b e extende d beyon d 
the fe w t o th e g rea t majorit y o f youn g people . 

(2) Civic s a s provide d a t p r e s e n t b y th e 
educational syste m ca n b e grea t l y enr iche d 
if w e in t roduc e thi s ide a o f communit y se rv ic e . 

Soc ia l se rv ic e mus t hav e a  posit iv e connectio n wit h th e 
cur r i cu lum. Th e se rv ic e outsid e th e schoo l mus t no t remai n a n 
isolated, activit y otherwis e a  g rea t dea l wil l b e lo s t . P r a c t i c a l 
work i n th e locali t y ca n re inforc e an d mak e mor e meaningfu l th e 
work o f th e c l a s s room . Communit y se rv ic e wor k an d wor k i n th e 
c lass room ca n eac h suppor t th e o the r , bu t onl y whe n i t i s c l ea r 
to th e studen t tha t bot h i n conjunctio n can , mak e thei r educatio n 
useful . 
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Civics linke d wit h communit y se rv ic e 

C iv ic s , a s provide d a t p r e sen t b y th e educationa l system , 
i s takin g a  ne w form . Revisio n o f th e c ivic s syllabu s i s bein g 
cons idered an d therefor e thi s semina r ca n b e v e r y usefu l t o thos e 
concerned wit h thi s r e v i s i o n . Her e I  shoul d lik e t o outlin e th e 
main objective s o f civi c educatio n t o sho w t o wha t exten t i t i s 
r e l a t ed t o communit y s e r v i c e . 

The ai m o f civi c educatio n i s t o p r e p a r e th e youn g pe r so n 
to becom e full y in tegra te d i n th e complicate d societ y i n whic h w e 
live i n o rde r t o ensu r e hi s pe r sona l happines s an d socia l useful -
n e s s . Thi s mean s that : 

1. W e a r e t ryin g t o mak e th e studen t awar e o f th e 
necess i ty o f hi s pe r sona l contributio n t o th e 
welfare o f soc ie ty . 

2. W e mak e hi m awar e tha t hi s personal i t y emerge s 
only throug h hi s re la t ionsh ip s wit h o ther s (communit y 
s e r v i c e ) . 

3. W e t r y t o convinc e hi m tha t huma n re la t ion s 
a re fundamenta l an d v i t a l . 

4 . W e explai n ho w i n today ' s societ y peopl e see k 
to solv e problem s i n huma n re la t ion s b y dialogu e 
and understandin g r a t h e r tha n b y forc e . 

5 . W e giv e th e studen t a  sens e o f involvemen t 
in th e huma n conditio n i n whic h h e find s himself . 

These a r e som e o f th e objective s whic h w e ai m a t i n civi c 
educat ion. 

Now 1  should lik e t o sa y a  fe w word s abou t th e mean s t o 
achieve thes e objec t ives , th e development , tha t i s , o f a  sens e o f 
total involvement , a  sens e o f activ e an d respons ib l e par t ic ipat io n 
in th e communit y l i fe . 

In p rac t i c e civi c educatio n ha s a  threefol d approach . 
The youn g ma n must : 

(a) kno w himself ; 

(b) have a good knowledge of the world around 
him; 
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(c) hav e som e knowledg e o f ho w h e ca n es tab l i s h 
re la t ionsh ips wit h h i s wor ld . 

(a) th e youn g ma n mus t kno w himsel f 

He mus t hav e som e knowledg e abou t himself , tha t i s , h e 
must d i scove r an d develo p hi s po ten t i a l i t i e s . The re fo re , civi c 
education i s , i n th e f i r s t p l a c e , concerne d wit h c h a r a c t e r 
formation an d behaviou r t o enabl e th e chil d t o adjus t himsel f t o 
the worl d aroun d him . Guidanc e a t thi s ag e i s ve r y important . 
The bes t s e rv ic e tha t w e , a s e d u c a t o r s , ca n r e n d e r t o th e 
community i s t o produc e matur e youn g people . Alon g thes e l ine s 
themes lik e th e developmen t o f pe r sona l i t y , decis iv e thinkin g an d 
decis ion making , th e developmen t o f unselfis h a t t i tudes , a  sens e 
of respons ib i l i t y fo r th e commo n good , temperat e emotiona l 
r e a c t i o n s , a  balance d atti tud e r ega rd in g se x and , abov e a l l , 
abili ty t o fac e th e r e a l i t i e s o f lif e ,  a r e a l r ead y bein g t r ea te d b y 
some o f u s . Emphasi s o n thes e topic s wil l b e give n i n th e ne w 
sy l l abus . 

(b) th e youn g ma n mus t hav e a  goo d knowledg e o f th e 

world aroun d hi m 

Knowing himsel f i s no t enough . Th e youn g ma n mus t 
have a l s o knowledg e o f th e worl d aroun d him . Therefor e civi c 
education embrace s a  wid e rang e o f a spec t s o f contemporar y l i fe , 
that i s , knowledg e o f th e var iou s huma n assoc ia t ion s mus t b e wel l 
g rasped b y th e s tudent . Thes e includ e th e family , th e school , 
guidance abou t c a r e e r s , en ter ta inment , th e Churc h an d th e S t a t e . 

A goo d knowledg e o f thes e socia l inst i tut ion s wil l enabl e 
the chil d t o r e n d e r a  goo d se rv ic e t o th e communit y wher e h e wil l 
not onl y l e a r n b y theor y but , mor e important , h e wil l l e a r n throug h 
p r a c t i c e . 

(c) th e youn g ma n mus t hav e som e knowledg e o f ho w h e ca n 

es tab l i sh socia l r e l a t ion s wit h hi s worl d 

The youn g ma n mus t b e taugh t ho w a  re la t ionshi p ca n b e 
es tab l i shed wit h othe r huma n be ings . T h e r e f o r e , topic s r e l a t e d 
to bot h c ivic s an d communit y se rv i c e wil l includ e communication s 
media, f r iendship , l e a d e r s h i p , p lanning , guidanc e (ma y I  appea l 
for mor e guidanc e officer s i n school s t o ensur e pe r sona l contac t 
with ou r s tudents ) , a  sens e o f commitmen t t o th e g roup , huma n 
so l idar i ty , in te rna t iona l uni ty , an d th e r e s t . Alon g thes e l ine s 
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I a m a ls o incl ince d t o sugges t a  cours e i n publi c speakin g fo r ou r 
students . 

As I  hav e indicate d e a r l i e r , th e committe e i n charg e o f 
redraf t ing th e ne w civic s syllabu s i s keepin g al l thes e cons ide r -
ations i n mind . P e r h a p s th e mos t difficul t p a r t i s whe n th e 
committee come s t o th e poin t o f plannin g fo r voluntar y s e r v i c e . 
That i s : whe n t o develo p a  communit y se rv ic e programme , a s a 
r egu l a r p a r t o f th e sy l labus ; o r , ho w ca n a  communit y se rv ic e 
programme b e organise d on  th e tim e table ? Ther e a r e a l s o othe r 
p rac t i ca l cons idera t ion s tha t mus t b e take n int o account , suc h a s : 
where t o fin d th e job s fo r th e schoo l ch i ldren ; ho w student s shoul d 
be grouped ; wha t a s s i s t anc e ca n b e offere d b y th e loca l author i t ie s 
(civic committee , o rganisa t ion , e t c . ) o r th e p a r e n t s . Al l thes e 
will hav e t o b e take n int o cons idera t io n an d w e shoul d apprecia t e 
your sugges t ions . 

Religion linke d wit h communit y se rv ic e 

I hav e mentione d s o fa r c iv ic s a s th e subjec t c losel y 
r e l a t ed t o communit y s e r v i c e . Bu t ther e a r e othe r subject s tha t 
a r e d i rec t l y o r ind i rec t l y r e l a t e d t o communit y se rv ic e . 
Religion, fo r i n s t ance , i s on e o f thes e sub jec t s . I  s t i l l remembe r 
a sentenc e fro m a  le t te r whic h I  r ece ive d som e y e a r s ag o fro m a 
friend o f min e i n whic h h e sa id : "Youn g peopl e a r e re l ig iou s bu t 
in a  differen t w a y , " an d h e mentione d th e wor k bein g don e b y 
t eenagers fo r th e welfar e o f mankind . I t seem s tha t th e fait h o f 
the youn g peopl e nowaday s i s a  fait h whic h i s exp re s se d i n a 
s ince re involvemen t i n th e huma n condit ion . W e a r e movin g 
towards wha t w e migh t cal l a  " f ra te rna l faith " ,  Needles s t o sa y 
there i s a ls o roo m fo r d i scuss ion , th e lin k o f communit y serv ic e 
with othe r subject s . 

What kin d o f activity ? 

It i s eas y t o advocat e th e pr incipl e bu t whe n w e com e t o 
p rac t i ce th e s tor y wil l b e different . However , communit y serv ic e 
does no t n e c e s s a r i l y mea n th e t eache r takin g pupil s ou t o f th e 
school p remise s al l th e t ime . On e exampl e coul d b e , fo r i n s t ance , 
academically b r igh te r pupil s tutorin g younge r o r l e s s -advance d 
pupils i n a  sectio n o f th e c lass roo m o r schoo l l i b r a r y . W e ca n 
d i scuss wha t so r t o f wor k coul d b e don e b y th e boy s an d g i r l s in , 
say , ol d people ' s c lubs , hosp i t a l s , designin g aid s fo r th e 
physical ly d isabled , a  ch i ld ren ' s holida y schem e an d othe r 
act ivi t ies whic h coul d b e linke d wit h thi s ma t t e r . 
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The contributio n o f Voluntar y Organisa t ion s 

As I  hav e indicate d e a r l i e r , i n ou r countr y w e hav e a 
number o f voluntar y organisa t ion s tha t a r e r ender in g excel len t 
se rv ice t o th e community . T o mentio n bu t a  few , w e hav e th e 
Youth Se rv ic e Organ isa t ion , Di n L - A r t Helwa , Teen s an d 
Twenties Talen t T r u s t , Youn g Chr i s t i a n W o r k e r s , Catholi c 
Action, Yout h Clubs , Th e Societ y o f Chr i s t i a n Doct r ine , Th e 
Centre fo r Socia l L e a d e r s h i p , an d th e S c o u t s . Eac h ha s i t s ow n 
d i s t inc t iveness , a s wel l a s s imi la r i t i e s wit h o the r s I t s eems , 
however , tha t th e s e r v i c e s the y r e n d e r t o th e communit y overla p 
at time s an d i n som e c a se s the r e i s a  los s o f energ y an d i n othe r 
c a s e s ther e i s n o energ y a t a l l . Ma y I  as k wha t i s bein g don e b y 
the Nationa l Yout h Consultat iv e Counci l t o organis e r egu l a r 
meetings o f thes e voluntar y agent s so  a s t o d i s cus s and , p e r h a p s , 
plan yout h programme s fo r th e se rv ic e o f th e community ? An y 
school programm e alon g thes e l ine s shoul d b e i n conjunctio n wit h 
these voluntar y organisa t ion s an d no t i n competition . 

Training o f T e a c h e r s 

Tra in ing o f yout h l e a d e r s an d t eache r s coul d tak e 
var ious forms , amon g them : 

(1) conference s t o whic h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
voluntary organisa t ion s woul d b e invi ted ; 

(2) i n - s e r v i c e c o u r s e s fo r t e a c h e r s ru n 
e i ther b y exper ience d Maltes e t e a c h e r s i n thi s 
field o r pe rhap s invite d t e a c h e r s o r yout h l e a d e r s 
from abroad ; 

(3) t ra inin g i n th e syl labu s a t th e col lege s o f 
educat ions ; 

(4) r e g u l a r meeting s wit h yout h se rv ic e 
officers an d o t h e r s . 

Conclusion 

We hav e d i scusse d a t lengt h yout h i n th e se rv ic e o f th e 
community. W e hav e lon g bee n awar e o f th e importan t wor k tha t 
young peopl e ca n r e n d e r t o th e communit y an d recognis e tha t i n 
our countr y mos t o f thi s wor k i s bein g c a r r i e d ou t b y voluntar y 
o rgan i sa t ions . Bu t sinc e a  re la t ive l y smal l propor t io n o f youth s 
belong t o thes e organisa t ion s w e may , p e r h a p s , d i scus s way s 
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and mean s b y whic h thi s programm e coul d becom e a n in tegra l pa r t 
of th e schoo l cur r icu lum . 1  have outl ined , howeve r br ie f ly , th e 
l ines alon g whic h th e committe e o f c ivic s i s workin g t o redraf t th e 
syllabus o f c i v i c s . You r idea s woul d b e ve r y muc h apprec ia te d 
to hel p u s channe l youn g people ' s ene rg i e s int o construct iv e 
act ion, eve n thoug h Malt a i s s t i l l f re e o f man y o f th e majo r socia l 
p rob lems . P e r h a p s th e bas i c r e a s o n wh y school s shoul d develo p 
community se rv ic e wor k i s tha t th e communit y need s t o us e wha t 
the youn g peopl e ca n contribut e . 
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