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Change an d societ y 

We liv e toda y i n a n er a whe n force s whic h wer e release d 
by man  a t th e beginnin g o f th e industria l revolutio n see m t o hav e 
assumed a n impetu s o f thei r own , whic h drive s u s al l a t a n ever -
increasing spee d t o furthe r "happines s an d prosperi ty" . 

The whol e aspec t o f adolescenc e i s embedde d withi n th e 
overall structur e o f ou r moder n society . Thi s suggest s tha t 
whatever ma y be don e o r provide d fo r adolescent s mus t ste m fro m 
the overal l concep t o f society . I f societ y i s confused , violen t o r 
destructive the n th e confusion , violenc e an d destructivenes s o f 
young peopl e ca n b e allaye d onl y in th e concep t o f a n approac h t o 
that societ y a s a  whole . 

Youth find s itsel f confronte d wit h th e challengin g 
situation an d i s i n mos t case s "unguided" , voicin g a n uncertai n 
response whe n i t doe s no t prefe r t o escap e th e encounte r o f 
change an d tradition . Thi s chang e bring s wit h i t th e promis e o f 
a ne w freedo m fro m need , disease , ignoranc e an d superstition . 
It offer s t o ma n a  hop e o f dignit y an d equalit y an d o f th e 
abolition o f ba r r i e r s whic h fo r age s hav e separate d ma n fro m 
man. 

Social chang e bega n t o accelerat e whe n economi c 
development create d highe r livin g standards . Economi c 
development i s th e consciou s proces s b y which politica l an d 
economic force s brin g abou t industrialisatio n an d th e t rans -
formation o f a n ol d an d stati c econom y t o a  dynami c an d stabl e 
state abl e t o secur e hig h livin g standards . 

Malta i s a  countr y o f rapi d socia l change . Malt a i s als o 
engaged i n a  struggl e fo r economi c development . I t i s a  countr y 
where tradition s an d cultura l value s liv e an d ha s als o a 
historical heritag e whic h ha s lef t i t s root s i n nationa l institutions . 

Young people i n Malt a ar e no t differen t fro m thei r 
counterparts i n othe r countries . Variou s factor s hav e 
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contributed t o this . Th e mas s medi a o f communicatio n provid e 
them wit h th e informatio n the y nee d an d advertisin g present s ne w 
customs, style s an d product s whic h ar e simila r t o thos e o f youn g 
people elsewhere . Thes e ne w influence s hav e contribute d t o 
making Maltes e yout h consciou s o f wha t i s happenin g around , an d 
so mor e awar e o f th e problem s o f societ y i n general . Adolescenc e 
is a  period o f lif e whe n reactio n t o a  particula r situatio n i s 
likely t o b e emotional . Thi s respons e i s exaggerate d b y th e 
fluidity o f societ y i n th e social , political , individua l an d 
ideological senses . Youn g people i n Malt a ar e consciou s o f a 
world divide d int o tw o powe r complexe s wit h th e mean s read y fo r 
its tota l destruction . 

Our youngster s hav e develope d value s an d attitude s o f 
their own . Environmen t ha s a  lo t o f influence , bu t thes e 
attitudes ar e no t alway s i n harmon y wit h thos e o f th e adul t 
generation. On e resul t o f thi s i s a  clas h o f values , an d 
consequent conflic t an d frustration . I f th e adolescent s ar e t o 
fit int o th e genera l patter n the n the y mus t pla y th e role s 
proposed t o them ; bu t i f i n fac t the y d o no t fi t in , the n i t ma y b e 
that Malt a itsel f mus t change . "Malt a wil l hav e t o chang e i n a 
way tha t a  plac e b e foun d i n i t fo r adolescents 1'. Thi s wa s state d 
in a  Repor t publishe d b y th e Can a Movemen t i n l 9 6 l . Sinc e the n 
Malta ha s changed . Societ y canno t ignor e th e contributio n tha t 
young peopl e hav e t o mak e i n shapin g th e futur e an d i t mus t b e 
ready t o liste n t o the m an d read y t o giv e way . 

The gul f betwee n th e generation s wa s als o mentione d i n 
a Repor t publishe d b y th e Yout h Servic e Commissio n i n 1964 . 
The Repor t referre d t o th e anxiet y tha t suc h a  situatio n create s 
among th e generation s an d th e imperativ e necessit y fo r remedia l 
measures befor e th e estrangemen t become s permanentl y 
established. 

The force s o f chang e ai m a t th e achievemen t o f economi c 
development. Thi s shoul d encourag e th e younge r generatio n t o 
achieve hig h aim s an d loo k forwar d t o change . Youn g people ar e 
entrusted wit h a  challengin g tas k fo r thei r country . A s a n 
awareness o f thei r ow n potentialities increase s yout h begi n t o 
play a n eve r increasin g rol e i n bringin g abou t change . Thi s ca n 
be achieve d i n leadershi p position s an d throug h bringin g pressur e 
of al l form s t o bea r o n existin g institutions . 

Youth i s motivate d b y ideals suc h a s socia l justics , 
freedom, peace , dignit y an d i s becomin g a n agen t fo r honest y an d 
efficiency i n th e conduc t o f publi c affairs . 
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The entir e Maltes e yout h populatio n i s no t engage d i n 
this function , bu t w e hav e recentl y witnesse d a  reviva l amon g th e 
younger generation s wh o hav e begu n t o se e thi s rol e an d t o 
perform i t an d t o fin d a  ne w prid e an d sel f respec t i n th e process . 
This i s eviden t i n th e fac t tha t recentl y w e hav e see n th e birt h o f 
new organisations , les s rigi d i n thei r outloo k an d whos e wor k i s 
based o n experimentation . 

Maltese youth s ar e consciou s o f th e nee d fo r a  dee p 
human relationship . Attitude s toward s socia l relationshi p provid e 
insight int o presen t da y youth problems . Thes e attitude s ca n b e 
described a s th e nee d fo r socia l contact s an d th e desir e t o b e 
useful t o other s togethe r wit h a n affirmatio n o f optimis m an d 
confidence i n th e futur e an d a  certai n degre e o f realism . 

New socia l relation s ar e i n th e proces s o f creatin g a 
generation th e natur e o f whic h ha s neve r existed . Th e younge r 
generation i s face d wit h th e declin e o f values whic h ha s bee n th e 
source o f identit y i n th e past . 

In the presen t pluralisti c societ y th e family , th e school , 
work an d leisur e pla y a n importan t ro le . A  young perso n i s a t 
present experiencin g man y impluses whic h d o no t see m t o belon g 
together. A n orientatio n base d on  valued an d accepte d behaviou r 
patterns i s almos t impossibl e fo r i n suc h a  flui d societ y i t ma y no t 
help yout h t o fin d thei r way ; o n the contrar y i t ma y mak e the m 
insecure. 

Change an d th e famil y 

The stil l prevailin g famil y loyaltie s resul t i n som e youn g 
people bearin g th e burde n o f responsibilit y toward s th e family . 

The famil y ha s alway s bee n a  stabl e poin t o f 
orientation. I t i s her e tha t th e youn g hav e bee n prepare d fo r 
adulthood. Bu t becaus e o f th e man y change s i n societ y th e 
function o f th e famil y ha s als o changed . Th e ne w tas k o f th e 
family i s t o provid e a  plac e o f educatio n t o hel p th e youn g perso n 
to becom e a  privat e personalit y i n moder n society . Th e famil y 
in Malt a i s stil l strong . Th e famil y ha s sustaine d th e strain s 
and s t res s o f th e externa l world . Affectio n an d understandin g 
are th e ke y word s t o famil y life . 

Parents occup y a  specia l positio n i n relatio n t o youn g 
people. Th e changin g condition s o f societ y hav e create d 
conditions whic h ar e a s ne w t o parent s a s the y ar e t o thei r 
children. Thi s ha s produce d les s securit y amon g parents . 
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Vastly increase d opportunitie s i n th e educationa l field , an d th e 
availability o f th e mas s medi a hav e opene d horizon s whic h neve r 
existed i n th e past . Youn g people hav e ha d bette r chance s tha n 
their parent s an d henc e thi s ma y be partl y responsibl e fo r th e 
"battle betwee n th e generations" . 

Another situatio n wort h noticin g i s tha t sinc e man y youn g 
people toda y ear n mor e tha n thei r fathers , parent s hav e t o rel y 
on the earning s o f th e children . 

It i s wort h mentionin g her e tha t youn g peopl e stil l fee l 
that the y ow e allegienc e t o th e family , bu t sometime s th e famil y 
is makin g demand s o n them whic h the y canno t accept . Th e famil y 
is limitin g thei r freedom , an d thei r mobility , an d henc e youn g 
people fee l insecure . I n a  wa y th e famil y instea d o f helpin g youn g 
people t o develo p i s sometime s creatin g bar r ie r s whic h youn g 
people objec t t o ver y strongly . 

Changes relatin g t o wome n an d girl s 

This ha s produce d a  differen t mentalit y i n youn g girl s 
which i s no t i n lin e wit h tha t o f th e parent s an d th e adul t 
generation. I t i s obviou s tha t thes e ne w ideal s hav e brough t 
with the m a  certai n amoun t o f apprehensio n o n the par t o f th e 
adult generation , althoug h i t ma y be argue d tha t thi s result s 
essentially fro m th e sens e o f insecurit y o f th e adul t generation . 

Another aspec t o f grea t importanc e ar e th e ne w 
opportunities an d responsibilitie s o f youn g women . Thes e hav e 
undergone a  radica l chang e wit h implication s o n thei r life . 
An example o f thi s i s th e exodu s o f th e femal e fro m th e hom e i n 
order t o fin d wor k i n industry . 

Sex an d moralit y 

An atmosphere o f sexua l stimulatio n surround s youn g 
people everywhere . Se x educatio n ha s bee n neglecte d i n th e past . 
Change ha s brough t wit h i t a  ne w patter n o f relationshi p betwee n 
the sexe s togethe r wit h mor e sexua l freedom . Thi s chang e 
involves also a  breakawa y fro m deep-roote d attitude s t o marriag e 
which wer e th e pillar s o f th e past . 

A societ y whic h come s i n contac t wit h contrastin g 
cultures wil l hav e t o underg o som e re-thinkin g abou t i t s values . 
Morality o f youn g peopl e ha s change d considerabl y an d Malt a 
has no t bee n spare d fro m thi s influence . Religiou s influenc e 
has diminishe d an d mora l value s ar e n o longer . 
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The rol e o f th e Churc h 

The Churc h whic h ha s agai n an d agai n le d th e entir e 
nation ha s no w a  grea t an d uniqu e rol e t o pla y i n respec t o f th e 
younger generation . Ou r youn g peopl e ar e influence d b y religio n 
because religio n i s presen t i n th e home , i n th e s t ree ts , a t school , 
at work , an d almos t everywhere . Som e youn g peopl e ten d t o 
conform bu t other s questio n religiou s beliefs . Youn g peopl e 
start askin g question s an d i t i s her e tha t the y nee d a  realist i c 
approach. Vatica n 1 1 has don e a  lo t toward s a  realisti c 
approach, bu t som e youth s stil l follo w th e traditiona l religiou s 
belief, eithe r becaus e the y canno t ru n awa y fro m i t o r becaus e 
of famil y p re s su res . Youn g people wan t t o b e differen t an d b e 
freer i n thei r thinkin g an d wa y o f behaviour . Th e clerg y pla y a n 
important ro le . 

The churc h ma y b e eve n surprise d a t th e positivenes s o f 
the respons e whic h yout h wil l provid e t o thei r invitatio n t o 
constructive particupatio n i n religiou s life . Youn g peopl e d o no t 
want t o b e preache d at , the y ar e read y t o discus s bu t wan t t o b e 
allowed t o expres s view s freel y an d openly . A  church tha t 
dictates t o youn g peopl e i s closin g it s door s on  the youn g 
generation. Th e churc h mus t therefor e lear n t o thin k abou t 
youth a s a n importan t elemen t i n thei r rol e a s par t o f "peopl e o f 
God" an d giv e the m ful l encouragemen t an d freedo m t o experimen t 
in overcomin g thei r difficulties . Thi s proces s ma y be difficul t 
and youn g peopl e ma y mak e mistake s bu t a  realisti c churc h mus t 
be prepare d fo r this . 

The us e o f leisur e 

A basic questio n fo r youn g peopl e i s ho w to spen d thei r 
leisure time . Th e responsibl e us e o f leisur e tim e an d th e 
provision o f th e facilitie s fo r i t i s th e responsibilit y o f society . 

There i s toda y a n increasin g awarenes s tha t a 
responsible us e o f leisur e tim e i s essentia l fo r th e developmen t 
of th e personality . 

During leisur e i t i s probabl e tha t adolescent s fin d 
themselves mor e expose d t o th e value s share d b y th e 
contemporary Wester n World . Thes e value s ar e no t alway s 
shared b y the othe r member s o f th e family . Adolescent s ar e 
conscious o f th e contradiction s tha t exis t i n ou r society . 
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Youth i n a  consume r societ y 

Young people toda y ar e face d wit h a  challenge . Ou r so -
called consume r societ y pretend s t o b e intereste d i n th e young . 
Young people toda y hav e a t thei r disposa l a  purchasin g powe r 
which i s expandin g al l th e time . The y represen t th e pre y o f th e 
commercial enterprise . Th e advertisin g trad e appeal s t o youn g 
people an d exploit s youth . 

Adults ma y fee l ou t o f touc h wit h al l thi s "young " music , 
"young" clothes , "young " hairstyles , "young " drinks . Bu t youn g 
people toda y ar e livin g i n a  worl d tha t th e adul t generatio n ha s 
handed ove r t o them . Ther e i s als o a n indicatio n tha t youn g 
people ar e livin g i n a  worl d o f thei r own  an d th e adul t generatio n 
in another . 

Styles o f d re s s , dance , an d behaviou r ar e way s i n whic h 
the youn g perso n demonstrate s tha t h e belong s t o a  particula r 
group an d serv e a s a  mean s o f identification . W e ar e i n fac t 
witnessing th e creatio n o f ne w need s b y thos e wh o contro l th e 
means o f productio n an d i t i s eviden t tha t thos e wh o hol d th e 
reins o f production als o gover n th e condition s o f consumption . 

Youth an d societ y 

Society become s th e targe t o f thi s challenge . I n Malt a 
we hav e no t witnesse d ye t a  larg e scal e uprisin g o f youn g peopl e 
as wa s th e cas e i n othe r countries , bu t i t i s eviden t tha t ther e i s 
uneasiness amon g ou r youn g people . Thi s uneasines s ha s it s 
roots i n th e socia l an d economi c problem s o f th e country . Ou r 
youngsters hav e clearl y show n thei r inten t o n openin g wide r 
horizons. 

It seem s t o b e essentia l t o res tor e thes e youn g people' s 
confidence i n th e possibilitie s o f effectiv e action . Youngster s 
are no t lackin g i n criticis m no r i n enthusiasm , whic h ar e 
indispensable fo r an y caus e o f action . Unfortunatel y th e peopl e 
in authorit y disregar d th e young . Maltes e yout h hav e bee n 
denied thei r shar e i n th e responsibilit y fo r th e leadershi p o f th e 
nation a t al l levels . Som e o f ou r yout h movement s ar e i n th e 
hands o f th e olde r generation . Thi s frustrate s ambitio n an d 
encourages subservien t attitude s t o th e adul t generation . 

Many discussion s on  adolescenc e concentrat e upo n th e 
state o f min d o f th e adolescent , bu t w e hav e als o t o conside r ho w 
society look s o n adolescence . Adult s hav e graduall y com e t o 
believe tha t youn g people ar e distinc t fro m th e res t o f th e adul t 
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world, the y hav e als o institutionalise d thei r expectations . The y 
have als o adopte d a  defensiv e approach , bu t adolescenc e wil l bes t 
be serve d i f adult s give s i t recognitio n an d acceptance . Societ y 
will equi p it s youn g t o participat e i n an d t o benefi t fro m societ y 
itself. Wha t w e nee d i s a  societ y awar e o f th e need s o f th e 
young an d understandin g enoug h t o guid e the m i n th e relationship s 
which ar e required , thu s providin g fo r thos e relationship s withi n 
its ow n situations . Th e functio n o f societ y i s no t protectio n bu t 
open mindedness , approachability , flexibilit y an d socia l maternity . 

To conclude , allo w m e t o quot e fro m th e Repor t "Yout h 
in Malta " publishe d i n 1964. : 

"The realisatio n i s steadil y growin g tha t muc h essentia l 
work remain s t o b e don e i n thi s field . Misunderstandin g o f th e 
pre-adult b y th e adul t i s a s muc h responsibl e fo r lac k o f 
communication a s tha t o f th e adul t b y the pre-adul t wit h les s 
excuse". 

Meeting th e need s o f yout h 

The "Servic e o f Youth " (an d b y Servic e o f Yout h I  mea n 
a partnershi p betwee n al l th e force s workin g togethe r fo r th e 
social educatio n o f ou r adolescents) , shoul d questio n it s rol e an d 
function. Unfortunatel y ver y littl e researc h ha s bee n undertake n 
on the rea l need s o f youn g people i n Malta . Moder n method s o f 
research shoul d b e use d i n orde r t o mak e a  ful l sociologica l stud y 
of th e presen t need s o f societ y a s a  whole . Th e presen t 
available report s ar e ver y usefu l bu t a  mor e detaile d analysi s i s 
needed. To o ofte n w e hav e t o rel y o n assumption s reache d b y 
experts i n othe r countries . 

More experimentatio n i s neede d b y on e an d al l i n orde r 
to serv e bette r ou r younge r generation . 

The Servic e o f Yout h shoul d offe r youn g people wide r 
horizons an d hel p youn g peopl e solv e thei r problem s i n a 
practical way . Thi s ca n onl y b e achieve d i f ou r youn g peopl e 
were give n bette r chance s fo r futur e development . 

Voluntary bodie s wil l hav e t o re-examin e thei r technique s 
and adap t moder n ones.  Genuin e interes t i n yout h i s neede d an d 
the mas s medi a ca n b e a  grea t hel p i n thi s field. 

Youth movement s mus t understan d tha t the y exis t fo r th e 
needs o f youn g peopl e no t fo r thei r ow n needs . Youn g people wan t 
dialogue an d the y welcom e thos e organisation s tha t offe r scop e 
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for a n involvement . Yout h movement s shoul d b e awar e tha t the y 
serve bette r th e need s o f yout h i f the y involv e yout h mor e i n 
decision makin g an d offe r the m opportunitie s t o fee l tha t the y ar e 
effectively participatin g i n th e lif e o f thei r community . The y 
should loo k agai n a t thei r interpretatio n o f "loyalty" , fo r i t ma y 
be tha t i n thei r eagernes s t o involv e member s the y hav e demande d 
a loyalt y whic h res t r ic t s developmen t o f th e individual . 

Through involvemen t an d observatio n societ y ha s t o 
understand th e way s i n whic h i t pursue s it s aim s an d t o wha t 
degree i t ha s fulfille d them . 

We nee d a  Servic e o f Yout h tha t woul d ai m a t helpin g t o 
break dow n th e ba r r i e r s betwee n youn g peopl e an d adults , tha t 
would brin g togethe r forma l an d inform a education , prepar e 
young peopl e t o tak e a n activ e par t i n society , an d offe r service s 
as a n integra l par t o f th e community . 

The Repor t o n "Yout h i n Malta " said : 

"The majo r requisit e seem s t o b e close r co-operatio n 
and co-ordinatio n betwee n al l thos e operatin g i n th e field.  I n thi s 
way a  muc h mor e effectiv e us e migh t b e mad e o f th e resource s 
already availabl e o n a  muc h mor e develope d scale" . 

Increased trainin g facilitie s shoul d b e provide d fo r 
young people an d yout h worker s an d specia l attentio n shoul d b e 
given t o th e need s o f youn g peopl e wh o hav e lef t school . 
Industry an d commerc e mus t b e vitall y concerne d wit h a  purpose -
ful us e o f le isure . Adul t association s shoul d offe r mor e activ e 
help t o yout h i n general . 

Lastly a n effectiv e polic y fo r youth , b y youth an d wit h 
youth woul d hel p i n th e establishmen t o f a n effectiv e Servic e o f 
Youth. 

Young peopl e nee d acceptance , the y wan t t o b e identified , 
to fee l the y matter , an d i t i s th e jo b o f societ y t o hel p the m 
understand wha t i s involve d i n decisio n making . 

Youth wor k shoul d b e see n withi n th e contex t o f socia l 
education, an d shoul d b e concerne d wit h relationship s betwee n 
the generation s an d betwee n youn g peopl e an d thei r community , 
and a s a  respons e t o th e social , educationa l an d persona l nee d 
of th e youn g i n relatio n t o society . Onl y i n thi s wa y ca n th e 
Service o f Yout h b e effective . 
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