
Closing addres s 
by Mr . Mauric e Lubran o 

Ministry o f Commonwealt h an d Foreig n Affairs , Malt a 

Mr Chairman , Hon . Minister , Fr iends , 

1 fee l quit e saf e i n callin g yo u freinds , no t jus t becaus e 
we hav e bee n physicall y togethe r fo r th e pas t thre e days , bu t 
more so  becaus e w e hav e bee n togethe r i n a  communio n o f ideas . 

What w e hav e don e i n thi s Semina r i s t o se t th e stag e 
and ope n th e curtain . Th e sho w i s on . W e ar e al l i n th e sam e 
boat, becaus e whateve r ma y b e th e natur e o f th e social , politica l 
or economi c background , th e youn g peopl e o f ou r Island s fac e th e 
same problem s -  th e problem s o f yout h i n a  developin g country , 
in a  developin g world . 

The Governmen t o f Malt a i s full y consciou s o f th e need s 
of ou r Youth . An d i t wa s i n thi s contex t that , i n associatio n wit h 
the Commonwealt h Secretar ia t , th e Ministr y o f Educatio n an d 
Culture, th e Ministr y o f Commonwealt h an d Foreig n Affair s an d 
the Ministr y o f Labour , Employmen t an d Welfare , undertoo k thi s 
seminar t o loo k deepe r int o thes e need s an d expectations . 
Changes d o no t com e overnight , bu t on e thin g 1  am certai n of , 
changes ther e wil l be . I t i s no w u p t o u s al l t o continu e wher e 
this Semina r leave s off . Le t u s no t wai t fo r other s t o d o wha t 
we ca n an d shoul d b e doin g ourselves . 

In passin g a  vot e o f thanks , o n behal f o f th e Ministr y o f 
Commonwealth an d Foreig n Affair s an d on  behal f o f th e inter -
Ministerial Committee , I  woul d lik e t o expres s th e confidenc e 
that 1  have i n a  bette r future . An d thi s confidenc e I  hav e furthe r 
strengthened i n thes e las t fe w day s whic h hav e witnesse d a  clos e 
collaboration betwee n th e variou s membe r countrie s o f th e 
Commonwealth, visibl e throug h th e presenc e o f th e delegate s 
from th e Commonwealt h Secretar ia t . Wit h th e comin g int o bein g 
of th e Commonwealt h Secretar ia t , a  ne w Commonwealt h ha s bee n 
born -  a  Commonwealt h i n whic h al l member s ar e equal , i n whic h 
one an d al l striv e t o fac e th e problem s o f a  changin g worl d -  a 
world i n whic h i t i s incresingl y recognise d tha t nationa l problem s 
depend fo r thei r solutio n o n internationa l action . 
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And wha t be t t e r proo f o n th i s ne w Commonwealt h tha n 
we hav e he r e wit h u s today : D r Mara j fro m Tr in idad , M r Eedl e 
from Br i ta in , M r Rabukawaq a fro m F i j i , M r Kihumb a fro m Kenya . 

Dr Mara j -  wh o wa s no t onl y th e in i t i a to r , bu t a ls o th e 
b r a i n s behin d th e whol e o rgan isa t ion , th e ma n wh o came , sa w an d 
conquered; M r Eedl e -  th e ma n behin d th e s c e n e s , wh o whe n 
things g o wrong , v e r y humbl y put s hi s hea d o n th e choppin g block ; 
Mr Rabukawaq a -  th e gentlema n wit h a  smile , o therwis e know n 
as th e gentlema n wh o foun d th e s ec r e t o f perennia l youth ; 
Mr Kihumb a -  th e youn g jovia l an d good-humoure d cava l i e r . 

Gentlemen, than k yo u al l fo r th e g rea t i n t e r e s t yo u hav e 
in ou r problem s an d fo r th e unbounde d cooperat io n whic h yo u hav e 
extended t o u s . 
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