
Address 
by Mr . G . Mang i on, 
Director o f Educatio n 

Mr Chairman , Honoure d Guests , Ladie s an d Gentlemen : 

It i s a  grea t honou r an d privileg e fo r m e a s Directo r o f 
Education t o b e addressin g thi s Seminar . On e o f th e reason s fo r 
this i s becaus e youn g peopl e ar e present . Thi s i s a  clea r 
indication o f ou r concer n abou t youth . W e woul d lik e t o liste n t o 
our youn g peopl e an d loo k forwar d t o hearin g al l abou t you r 
deliberations • 

The problem s yo u wil l b e discussin g ar e th e problem s o f 
today. Youn g peopl e hav e becom e a  major concer n o f governments , 
organisations an d individuals . W e ar e livin g toda y i n a  da y an d 
age o f emotiona l developmen t whic h canno t b e separate d fro m 
physical development . W e have t o lear n t o liv e wit h thi s develop -
ment. Persona l value s o f faith , lov e an d compassio n ar e impor -
t ant t o youn g peopl e toda y a s muc h a s the y wer e t o thei r p re -
decessors . 

It i s hope d tha t th e Semina r whic h ha s brough t togethe r 
so man y youn g peopl e an d adult s intereste d i n socia l problem s wil l 
achieve it s aim s an d hel p toward s a  bette r understandin g o f th e 
complex problem s o f youn g peopl e i n Malta . 

Youth toda y i s a  subjec t tha t al l to o frequentl y occupie s 
the headline s o f th e worl d p r e s s . Yout h represent s a n importan t 
section o f th e populatio n an d whe n w e shal l tal k abou t yout h w e 
shall b e referrin g t o thousand s o f youn g peopl e wit h aspiration s 
towards a  bette r worl d ful l o f energ y an d vitality . 

Development i s a  mean s o f achievin g socia l justice . Ou r 
youth mus t b e equippe d wit h th e skill s an d scientifi c know-ho w t o 
fit int o th e changin g pattern s o f ou r presen t da y society . Th e 
greatest pressur e fo r chang e come s fro m th e youn g sector . Th e 
young ca n b e importan t an d demanding . 

We ar e concerne d wit h th e basi c educatio n o f ou r youn g 
people an d t o hel p youn g peopl e t o fin d thei r plac e i n a  changin g 
society. Youn g peopl e shoul d b e offere d opportunitie s o f variou s 
kinds an d emphasi s i s t o b e lai d o n th e relationship s tha t shoul d 
exist betwee n th e olde r generation s an d youn g peopl e i n orde r t o 
satisfy th e educationa l an d socia l need s o f a  demandin g youn g 
population. 
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The purpose s o f thi s Semina r a r e t o poo l th e exper ience s 
of al l thos e connecte d wit h yout h work . I t i s s incere l y hope d tha t 
you wil l al l d o you r bes t t o contribut e t o i t s s u c c e s s . I n you r 
sess ions yo u mus t remembe r th e ro l e yout h play s i n th e whol e 
se t -up o f soc ie ty . You r contr ibut ion s mus t therefor e b e u n 
uninhibited an d objectiv e .  Th e youn g peopl e amon g yo u hav e a n 
important contributio n t o mak e b y tell in g wha t the y r ea l l y fee l 
about societ y an d the i r ow n n e e d s . Th e educat ional is t ha s a ls o a 
contribution t o mak e throug h hi s exper ienc e i n yout h m a t t e r s . I n 
your del ibera t ion s ,  i t i s hope d yo u wil l kee p i n min d th e loca l 
s c e n e . Malt a i s a  smal l count ry , bu t i t s younge r generat io n i s 
dynamic. Malt a ha s a ls o a  contributio n t o mak e i n thi s f ield . 

The Commonwealt h S e c r e t a r i a t shoul d b e thanke d fo r th e 
honour an d pr ivi leg e i t ha s bestowe d upo n u s throug h i t s r e p r e -
senta t ives a t thi s Seminar . Indee d thi s Semina r provide s a n 
opportunity no t onl y t o exchang e view s an d idea s bu t t o promot e 
the c loses t col laborat io n amon g youn g peopl e fro m othe r coun t r i e s . 
It i s hope d tha t throug h thi s Semina r ou r younge r generat io n wil l 
benefit mos t an d tha t effectiv e co-opera t io n wil l b e es tab l i shed . 

Youth i s movin g forwar d toward s i t s futur e ami d th e 
hoopes an d chal lenge s o f a  moder n e r a . Thos e concerne d wit h th e 
welfare o f yout h shoul d a l s o mov e ahea d an d recognis e thes e n e e d s . 
We mus t b e awar e o f p r e s e n t - d a y need s o f youn g peop le . W e mus t 
be consciou s o f a n urgen t nee d t o change , an d chang e rap id ly , i n 
o rder t o mee t p r e sen t -da y n e e d s . Commercia l e n t e r p r i s e s a r e 
quite awar e o f thes e need s Wha t w e mus t r ea l l y b e thinkin g abou t 
i s a  ne w approac h tha t wil l br in g mor e an d mor e youn g peopl e t o 
the forefront , a n approac h whic h give s youn g peopl e a  ce r ta i n 
amount o f flexibilit y an d a n opportunit y t o wor k ou t thei r ow n 
programmes an d t o fee l confiden t i n themse lves . Ou r youn g peopl e 
a r e challengin g ou r p r e sen t s t r u c t u r e s an d ou r approache s -  i t i s 
up t o u s t o r i s e t o th e occasio n an d fac e th e challeng e . 

This wil l mea n tha t w e wil l hav e t o quest io n man y 
assumptions tha t w e hav e take n fo r g ran ted . 

We mus t b e awar e o f th e problem s tha t youn g peopl e hav e 
to fac e i n th e educationa l s e t - u p , th e f rus t ra t ion s c rea te d b y th e 
work s i tuat ion , th e ne w t rend s i n indus t r y an d th e influenc e o f th e 
mass media . 

Our yout h organisa t ion s a r e workin g wit h man y group s o f 
young peopl e wh o i n on e wa y o r anothe r com e int o contac t wit h 
them. Ye t ther e i s a n inc reas in g numbe r o f "unattached " youn g 
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people ,  fo r who m provision mus t b e mad e . Ne w form s o f informa l 
education nee d t o b e explored . Societ y ca n hel p b y reconsiderin g 
its approac h t o th e whol e are a o f yout h wor k an d eac h on e o f u s 
must d o al l w e ca n t o encourag e experimentation . 

In conclusio n I  exten d a  cordia l welcom e t o yo u 
Mr Chairma n an d t o th e othe r member s o f th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat an d t o th e honoure d guest s wh o have com e t o Malt a 
to participat e i n thi s Seminar . 

I wis h t o expres s m y sincer e wishe s fo r th e succes s o f 
this Semina r an d loo k forwar d t o hearin g abou t you r deliberations . 
I a m sur e tha t yout h i n Malt a wil l benefi t a  lo t fro m th e Semina r 
because i t ha s give n u s a n opportunit y t o com e togethe r an d 
participate i n a  direc t wa y i n th e developmen t process . You r 
presence her e thi s mornin g i s a n indicatio n o f th e spiri t o f co -
operation tha t exist s an d i t i s sincerel y hope d tha t yo u wil l 
achieve you r aim s fo r th e futur e developmen t o f yout h i n Malta . 
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