
Address 
by D r J , A, Maraj , 

Director, EducationDivision , Commonwealt h Secretaria t 

Madam Minister , Distinguishe d Guests , Ladie s an d 
Gentlemen: 

It i s indee d wit h considerabl e pleasur e tha t I  accep t you r 
very kin d invitatio n t o tak e th e Chai r a t thi s meeting . 1  am 
deeply consciou s o f th e honou r whic h yo u hav e don e m e althoug h 
1 am not unawar e o f th e difficultie s whic h ar e inheren t i n th e task . 
You wil l forgiv e me , 1  am sure , i f 1  take som e consolatio n i n th e 
knowledge tha t 1  have aroun d m e a  wel l experience d tea m o f 
colleagues draw n fro m Malt a itsel f a s wel l a s fro m furthe r afield . 
I a m confiden t too , Mada m Minister , tha t thos e wh o hav e com e t o 
participate i n th e semina r al l wis h t o com e t o grip s wit h th e 
difficult problem s wit h whic h w e ar e concerne d an d whic h yo u 
have so  abl y covere d i n you r introductor y address . Perhap s 
through a  sharin g o f experience s w e ma y be abl e t o se e mor e 
clearly, no t onl y th e difficultie s an d th e problems , bu t ho w thes e 
may be alleviate d an d resolved . 

1 should like , a s representativ e o f th e Commonwealt h 
Secretary-General , t o ad d m y own welcome t o th e participants , 
especially t o M r Josu a Rabukawaqa , Hig h Commissione r fo r Fij i 
in Londo n an d M r Samue l Kihumba , Executiv e Secretar y o f th e 
Board o f Adul t Educatio n i n Kenya . Bot h o f thes e gentleme n ar e 
well know n i n thei r countrie s fo r thei r interes t an d expertis e i n 
the are a o f yout h activity . Thei r presenc e add s t o ou r strengt h 
and ou r confidence . 

It ha s bee n sai d tha t th e Commonwealt h survive s o n tw o 
basic p i l lars . Thes e ar e co-operatio n an d consultation . Th e 
seminar, I  think , provide s ampl e evidenc e o f bot h o f these . 
1 note, fo r example , tha t i t ha s bee n arrange d b y th e Governmen t 
of Malta , drawin g fro m variou s Ministrie s -  th e Ministr y o f 
Foreign an d Commonwealt h Affairs , th e Ministr y o f Education , 
the Ministr y o f Labou r -  an d i t ha s invite d th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat t o assis t i n th e operation . I t i s wort h rememberin g 
that th e Secretaria t wa s establishe d b y the Commonwealt h Prim e 
Ministers t o serv e th e need s o f membe r countrie s an d w e ar e 
particularly please d t o come , no t a s initiator s o f th e seminar , bu t 
at th e invitatio n o f a  membe r governmen t t o ass is t , a s i t were , 
in openin g a  windo w o n the world . Durin g th e semina r itsel f 
I hope tha t thes e tw o principle s o f co-operatio n an d consultatio n 
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will pervad e al l ou r d i s c u s s i o n s . 

Madam Min is te r , I  though t tha t i t migh t b e usefu l i f 1 
attempted t o pu t th e semina r int o p e r s p e c t i v e . Yo u hav e a l read y 
r e f e r r e d t o th e iniat iv e whic h wa s take n a t th e 196 9 P r im e 
M i n i s t e r s ' Meeting , wher e yout h wa s pointe d ou t a s a n a r e a o f 
act ivi ty t o whic h th e S e c r e t a r i a t migh t a d d r e s s a t tent ion . I  thin k 
enough i s a l r ead y know n o f wha t th e S e c r e t a r i a t ha s don e i n 
different p a r t s o f th e Commonwealt h t o focu s attentio n o n som e o f 
the in t rac tab l e problem s facin g youth . I  woul d no t wis h t o g o ove r 
t h e s e . Wha t 1  would lik e t o sa y i s tha t thi s p a r t i c u l a r semina r 
has som e uniqu e f ea tu r e s , fo r wherea s i n th e cas e o f th e seminar s 
in Africa , i n th e Car ibbea n an d i n Asi a w e brough t togethe r 
people wh o ha d exper t i s e i n th e fiel d o f yout h -  peopl e wh o wer e 
themselves engage d a s w o r k e r s i n th e fiel d -  an d d i scusse d wit h 
them wha t th e problem s wer e an d ho w thes e migh t b e approached , 
this i s th e f i rs t occasio n on  whic h w e a r e dealin g wit h onl y on e 
country . I t i s a l s o th e f i r s t tim e tha t w e hav e include d suc h a 
substant ia l p ropor t io n o f youn g peopl e amon g th e pa r t i c ipan t s . 
I thin k thi s i s a  ste p forwar d an d i t i s l ikel y t o b e repea te d nex t 
week i n th e neighbourin g countr y o f C y p r u s . 

1 believe fro m wha t w e hav e hea r d i n th e prev iou s th re e 
s emina r s , togethe r wit h wha t wil l emerg e fro m thes e two , tha t 
Officials o f Government s an d Min i s t e r s themse lves , whe n the y 
meet l a t e r , wil l no t onl y b e concerne d wit h th e academi c an d th e 
schola r ly , bu t wil l g o fur the r an d develo p appropr ia t e actio n 
programmes , withou t whic h al l o f thes e effort s woul d b e t o no 
avai l . 

It i s importan t t o recognis e tha t w e ca n tal k fo r anothe r 
generat ion abou t problem s concernin g youth , bu t un les s peopl e 
a r e p r e p a r e d t o tak e th e n e c e s s a r y pol i t ica l decis ion s an d t o mak e 
sacr i f ices wher e n e c e s s a r y , the n w e a r e al l wast in g eac h o the r ' s 
t ime. I t wa s Ches te r ton , wa s i t not , wh o sa id , tha t "wherea s th e 
poli t ician think s o f th e nex t e lect ion , i t i s th e s ta tesma n wh o 
thinks o f th e nex t genera t ion" . I  woul d hop e tha t pe rhap s whe n 
Min is te r s o f Commonwealt h Government s com e togethe r t o 
cons ider th e recommendation s emergin g fro m ou r wor k ove r th e 
pas t t h r e e y e a r s , the y wil l hav e th e courage , th e convictio n an d 
the s incer i t y t o tak e posi t iv e actio n so  tha t p r o g r e s s migh t i n fac t 
be achieved . I  hop e tha t the y wil l indee d b e s ta tesmen . 

I thin k I  shoul d br ief l y indicat e a t th i s s tag e tha t thi s 
seminar wil l concer n i tsel f wit h fiv e mai n a r e a s . Th e f i r s t o f 
these i s "Yout h an d Socie ty " t o whic h w e hav e a l read y ha d suc h 
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an abl e introductio n fro m you , Mada m Minister . I t i s wel l know n 
that i n a  post-colonia l perio d man y countrie s ar e strivin g fo r a 
national identit y an d i n doin g so  a r e attemptin g t o produc e a  mor e 
cohesive society . Man y o f the m hav e i n fac t recognise d tha t i n 
their societie s a s muc h a s 60%  o f th e populatio n ma y be ver y youn g 
people, an d thi s call s fo r certai n adjustment s o n how thes e youn g 
people ar e t o b e regarde d withi n thei r own  societies . A s w e hav e 
been told , yout h i s no t a  specifi c zoologica l species , i t i s no t 
merely a  par t o f society . I n mos t countrie s i t i s increasingl y 
becoming th e larges t par t o f tha t society . W e shal l hav e t o 
concern ourselve s wit h a  particula r rol e whic h youth ca n pla y a t 
this transitiona l stage . W e shal l hav e t o tak e a  ver y har d loo k a t 
the whol e concep t o f development . Ther e i s n o poin t i n talkin g 
about yout h an d developmen t unles s w e examin e wha t w e mea n b y 
youth an d eve n mor e importan t wha t w e mea n b y development . 
The belie f tha t an y countr y whic h need s t o mak e progres s mus t 
necessarily worshi p a t th e shrin e o f industrialisatio n ma y have t o 
be examine d again . Ther e ar e man y countrie s whic h hav e followe d 
this lin e an d whic h hav e lost , i t seem s t o us , certai n cherishe d 
traditions; thei r characterist i c way s o f lif e ar e regrettabl y 
disappearing fro m th e contemporar y scene . 

We shal l hav e t o as k question s o f people wh o argu e tha t 
if yo u inves t mor e mone y i n educatio n yo u hav e solve d th e problems , 
for a  grea t dea l o f disappointment , dissolutio n an d disenchantmen t 
has bee n associate d wit h presen t pattern s an d system s o f education . 
The seminar , too , wil l hav e t o giv e ver y seriou s consideratio n t o 
dispelling th e myt h tha t trainin g wil l solv e th e problems . I n man y 
parts o f th e Commonwealt h peopl e hav e bee n told , "G o t o school , 
learn you r lesson s well , behav e properl y an d yo u wil l inheri t th e 
earth!11. The y hav e gon e t o schoo l an d don e well , an d a t th e en d 
of th e lin e ther e i s n o inheritance -  n o gloriou s future . The n the y 
are told , "Ge t specifi c training , becaus e i f yo u trai n fo r thi s o r 
that occupatio n yo u wil l fin d a  jo b an d happines s wil l b e yours" . 
Even afte r peopl e hav e bee n specificall y trained , al l tha t the y 
have go t i s a  highe r orde r o f frustration , fo r the y ar e no w 
educated an d traine d bu t ar e stil l unemploye d an d unemployable . 
Whatever w e ma y sa y abou t th e goo d life , certainl y havin g a  jo b 
is on e element , an d a  no t unsignifican t one . 

We shal l hav e t o as k ver y seriou s question s too , abou t 
whether i t i s righ t an d fai r t o creat e th e sor t o f gul f tha t exist s 
this mornin g i n thi s hal l i n th e for m o f a n orchestr a pit . Ca n w e 
continue t o thin k tha t w e mus t d o fo r youn g peopl e wha t w e 
consider t o b e righ t fo r them ? Haven' t youn g peopl e themselve s a 
particular contributio n t o mak e t o th e developmen t o f thei r 
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societies? I n m y judgement w e see m t o hav e underestimate d th e 
capacities o f yout h an d th e benefit s whic h ma y be realise d i f onl y 
youth i s give n th e opportunit y an d mad e t o fee l a n importan t par t 
of th e society . 

We shal l hav e als o t o examine , no t onl y wha t i s possibl e 
here i n Malta , bu t whethe r fro m th e lesson s whic h w e hav e learn t 
in othe r regions , ther e ar e specifi c programme s o f actio n whic h 
may be launche d i n a n effor t t o solv e th e rathe r difficul t problems . 

I shoul d no w like , Mada m Minister , t o expres s m y 
gratitude t o severa l peopl e he re . F i r s t , I  shoul d lik e t o than k 
you mos t warml y o n behal f o f al l th e participant s a t th e seminar , 
for th e excellen t introductor y addres s whic h yo u gav e u s thi s 
morning. Yo u dre w ou r attentio n t o th e complexit y o f th e yout h 
problems, th e urgency , th e potentia l dangers , an d you aske d u s 
to kee p ou r fee t firml y o n the groun d ra the r tha n dwel l i n th e 
realms o f academe . I  shoul d lik e t o assur e yo u tha t w e wil l d o ou r 
best t o follo w th e admirabl e lea d yo u hav e give n u s . 

Not man y o f th e participant s wil l b e awar e tha t thi s 
seminar wa s brough t int o bein g i n recor d time . Te n day s ag o 
there wa s stil l som e doub t a s t o whethe r i t woul d hav e bee n 
possible t o moun t thi s operatio n a t all . Th e fac t tha t i t ha s com e 
about i s due , Mada m Minister , t o you r persona l co-operation , 
the hel p whic h w e hav e ha d fro m man y o f you r officer s an d als o t o 
the excellen t preparator y wor k whic h wa s don e b y th e inter -
Ministerial steerin g committee . I  shoul d lik e t o commen d the m fo r 
all tha t the y hav e done . I  must als o recor d th e fac t tha t th e 
seminar woul d no t hav e take n place , despit e th e excellen t 
preparations, i f i t ha d no t bee n fo r th e generosit y o f th e 
Commonwealth Foundatio n whic h provide d fund s fo r thi s a s wel l 
as fo r th e previou s meetings . 

For hi s ver y encouragin g remark s an d fo r givin g u s som e 
interesting insight s int o th e loca l situation , w e ar e indebte d t o 
the Directo r o f Education . Th e point s h e ha s raise d wil l n o doub t 
be explore d i n th e workin g sessions . 

Someone tol d m e las t evenin g tha t whe n i t rain s lik e this , 
at thi s tim e o f year , ther e i s a  belie f i n Malt a tha t " a waggo n o f 
gold ha s bee n delivered" . I  hope thi s i s t rue . Alread y ther e i s 
some evidence , fo r i t fo r thos e o f yo u wh o hav e manage d t o brav e 
the rai n thi s mornin g t o com e her e hav e certainl y give n th e 
seminar a  golde n star t an d I  shoul d lik e t o than k yo u fo r you r 
presence. 
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I a m sur e yo u woul d wis h m e t o recor d ou r gratitud e t o 
the authoritie s o f th e Malt a Colleg e o f Arts , Scienc e an d 
Technology fo r puttin g thei r facilitie s a t you r disposal . Becaus e 
of th e shor t tim e whic h wa s availabl e t o us , w e presse d man y o f 
the Colleg e staf f int o servic e an d I  wish the m al l t o kno w ho w 
much w e appreciat e thei r willingnes s an d thei r co-operation . 

Finally on  behal f o f thos e o f u s wh o hav e com e fro m 
abroad, ma y 1  thank yo u fo r th e courtesie s an d hospitalit y whic h 
we hav e alread y receive d an d i n particula r fo r th e opportunit y o f 
visiting Gozo . W e shal l lon g remembe r ou r al l to o brie f sta y 
among th e youn g peopl e i n tha t delightfu l island . I  have n o doubt , 
too, tha t ou r meeting s her e wil l prov e t o b e a s profitabl e an d 
provide equall y pleasan t memories . 
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