
Addres s 

by th e Hon . Mis s Agath a B a r b a r a , 

Minis te r o f Educatio n an d Cu l tu re , Malt a 

Mr Chairman , Dist inguishe d Gues t s , Ladie s an d 
Gentlemen: 

It i s a n honou r an d a  p l ea su r e t o hav e bee n invite d t o 
de l iver th e openin g a d d r e s s t o th i s Commonwealt h Semina r o n 
"Youth an d Developmen t i n Mal t a" . I  pe r sona l ly , an d a l s o o n 
behalf o f th e Governmen t o f Mal ta , wis h t o offe r a  mos t cord ia l 
welcome t o th e dis t inguishe d member s o f th e Commonwealt h 
S e c r e t a r i a t tea m an d s incere l y hop e tha t t he i r shor t sta y i n ou r 
hospitable countr y wil l b e pleasan t an d enjoyabl e i n ever y 
r e s p e c t , I  a l s o wis h t o exten d a  hear t fe l t welcom e t o loca l 
pa r t i c ipan t s : speake r s an d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f ou r yout h 
o rgan iza t ions . 

As man y o f yo u ma y b e a w a r e , th e or ig in s o f thi s 
Seminar la y i n a  p roposa l , advance d b y th e Br i t i s h Government , 
at th e Meetin g o f Commonwealt h Head s o f Government , i n 
January , 1969 . Th e ai m o f th i s Seminar , lik e tha t o f th e th re e 
previous Regiona l Seminar s organise d b y th e Commonwealt h 
S e c r e t a r i a t an d hel d i n far-flun g Commonwealt h cen t r e s durin g 
the pas t t h r e e y e a r s , i s t o poo l th e thinkin g an d exper ience s o f 
pe r sons act ivel y engage d i n yout h work , an d t o produc e a 
r epor t whic h wil l provid e par t o f a n in-pu t t o th e forthcomin g 
Commonwealth Meetin g o f Min i s t e r s respons ib l e fo r yout h 
m a t t e r s . 

The Malt a Seminar , whic h i s bein g launche d thi s 
morning, thu s mark s a  fina l phas e o f th e s e r i e s o f S e m i n a r s , 
which wil l culminat e i n a  Commonwealt h Meetin g o f Min i s t e r s 
l a t e r on  th i s y e a r . Thi s Malt a Semina r a l s o mark s a  depa r tu r e 
in th i s s e r i e s o f S e m i n a r s , i n tha t youth s a r e no t merel y bein g 
d i scussed b y adu l t s , bu t a r e themselve s par t ic ipat in g i n th e 
d i s c u s s i o n s . I  woul d lik e t o pu t o n r e c o r d ou r s ince r e 
apprecia t ion fo r decidin g o n involvin g ou r youth s i n th i s 
important p r e p a r a t o r y phas e o f th e whol e e x e r c i s e , fo r I 
s t rongly bel iev e tha t isolat in g youths , an d d iscuss in g the m fro m 
a loft y p e r s p e c t i v e , fa r fro m provide s a  panace a t o the i r 
problems; on e shoul d attemp t t o in tegra t e the m close l y i n 
socie ty , b y providin g avenue s fo r the i r involvemen t an d 
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commitment. 

At th e r i s k o f overplayin g m y r o l e , I  a m goin g t o giv e i n 
to a  s t ron g temptatio n t o e x p r e s s som e o f m y view s an d bel ief s 
on mat te r s re la te d t o th e them e o f th i s Seminar , whic h fo r to o 
many y e a r s hav e bee n a  sourc e o f anxiet y t o me ; I  d o s incere l y 
hope tha t thi s wil l i n n o wa y prejudic e th e t ren d o f th e t a l k s , 
d i scuss ions an d de l ibera t ion s durin g th i s Seminar . 

I qualif y th e na tur e o f yout h problem s b y elicit in g a 
key-word , "complex" , fro m th e pr inc ipa l them e o f thi s Seminar : 
"A comprehensiv e revie w o f th e whol e comple x o f yout h p rob lems" . 
Youth indee d p r e s e n t s a  comple x o f unbounde d dimensions : i t i s 
an ag e o f t rans i t io n -  a  s ta t e o f flu x i n a  no-man ' s land ; i t i s a 
phase o f contradic t ion s o f inheren t conf l ic ts . 

Youth i s i n conflic t wit h i tself . Th e d i s c r epanc i e s i n 
the s tage s o f h i s development , o n differen t pe r sona l i t y - l eve l s , 
p rec ip i ta te yout h int o a  m o r a s s o f ins t inc t -conf l i c t s . Moreove r , 
youth i s r equ i re d t o under tak e th e e x e r c i s e o f respons ib i l i t y 
before i t ha s n e c e s s a r i l y develope d t o a n appropr ia t e stag e 
emotionally an d moral ly , thu s facin g ne w arduou s t a sk s withou t 
being provide d wit h th e n e c e s s a r y tool s fo r t he i r accomplishment . 
Youth i s idea l i s t i c i n a  worl d o f subt le , cal lou s cor rup t ion ; i t 
abhors th e hypocr i t i c an d doubl e s tandard s o f th e adul t wor ld . 
It i s ambitiou s an d ene rge t i c , ye t f rus t ra te d becaus e th e outlet s 
to i t s t a len t s a r e quit e l imited , becaus e thwarte d ambition s 
conceive dis i l lus io n an d r evo l t . 

Youth i s i n conflic t wit h soc ie ty , whic h ofte n t r e a t s 
youths a s ch i ld ren , an d a t th e sam e tim e expect s the m t o behav e 
like adu l t s . Th e c las h i n th e mentali t y betwee n genera t ion s -  th e 
cu r r en t ly much-bandie d abou t "generat io n gap " -  i s i n fac t a 
perennia l complaint . I  thin k Senec a use d t o h a r p o n i t . O f 
c o u r s e , th e contemporar y ga p i n educationa l attainmen t betwee n 
pa ren t s an d chi ldre n i s givin g a  ne w dimensio n t o thi s socia l 
phenomenon. 

Youth i s a l s o i n conflic t wit h i t s fu ture . Thi s i s pe rhap s 
the wors t conflict , a s i t p r e s e n t s th e unknown , th e mys te r ious , 
and th e completel y d i sa rming . Th e spec t r e o f a  blin d al le y o n 
leaving schoo l mus t b e face d t o b e full y apprec i a t ed . Th e 
problem o f unemploymen t amon g youths , enmeshe d a s i t i s i n 
social fac tor s an d economi c p r e s s u r e s , ha s becom e urgen t an d 
explos ive . 
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Among th e conglomerat e o f problem s whic h m y Govern -
ment ha s inher i te d fro m th e outgoin g adminis t ra t ion , l e s s tha n a 
y e a r ago , th e proble m o f unemploymen t amon g youth s rank s 
supreme. Ou r effort s t o rad ica l l y r e - c o n s t r u c t th e exist in g 
indiscr iminate s t ruc tu r e o f ou r labou r force s wil l inevitabl y 
p ro t r ac t th i s problem , howeve r ha r d an d urgent l y w e a r e 
dedicating a l l ou r r e s o u r c e s t o i t s solut ion . Th e recen t es tab l i sh -
ment b y m y Governmen t o f th e Emergenc y Labou r Corp s i s a 
p r a c t i c a l , beneficia l s te p i n thi s d i r ec t ion . Th e imminen t i n t ro -
duction o f T r a d e School s i s anothe r featur e o f m y Government ' s 
programme o f vocationa l t ra in in g fo r potentia l s c h o o l - l e a v e r s , 
who otherwis e woul d joi n th e r ank s o f unemployed . Wit h th i s 
same scope , w e a l s o inten d t o exten d school- leavin g ag e t o th e 
age o f 16 . Othe r ac t iv i t ie s i n th i s d i rec t io n inc lude : alignin g 
t ra in ing t o indus t r i a l an d othe r economi c n e e d s , embarkin g o n 
s e r i o u s , scientifi c manpowe r s u r v e y s ; a  campaig n aime d a t 
changing p a r e n t s ' a t t i tude s t o t r a d e an d technica l educatio n b y 
making the m com e t o se e tha t the r e i s nothin g degradin g i n 
manual work . 

Modern yout h i s bese t b y highl y exceptiona l envi ron -
mental c i r cums tances , unknow n t o h i s p r e d e c e s s o r s : a l l - roun d 
p r o g r e s s ; mas s communications ; un ive r sa l secondar y educat ion , 
resul t ing i n a n intensif icat io n o f th e r a t - r a c e i n th e employmen t 
a r e n a ; a  fas t l i fe , i n whic h reachin g normall y phased-ou t 
maturat ion i s quit e a  feat ; mechanisat ion , underminin g th e 
"élan v i t a l " o f youth ; a n overdos e o f f r ee - t ime , accompanie d b y 
a lac k o f p repa ra t io n an d provis io n fo r r e c r e a t i o n an d l e i s u r e ; 
the changin g pa t t e rn s o f societ y an d o f th e family , an d th e 
painful emergenc e fro m th e t rad i t iona l wa y o f lif e ;  th e impac t o f 
the newly-acquire d pol i t ica l independence , ref lecte d i n a  ques t 
for independenc e an d se l f - respons ib i l i t y i n a  societ y whic h 
provides ve r y l i t t l e opportuni t ie s fo r the i r e x e r c i s e ; th e 
crumbling imag e o f e rs twhi l e au thor i ty ; th e sens e o f re jec t io n 
towards th e es tabl ishment , ofte n vergin g upo n expres s ion s o f 
revol t ( d rop -ou t s , vandal ism , delinquenc y an d s o on) , tauntin g 
author i ty i n a l l i t s forms ; re l ig iou s apathy ; th e th rea t o f 
pe rmiss iveness i n th e c los e wak e o f th e ne w moral i t y o f 
s i tua t ion-e th ics ; th e ne w outloo k o n se x .  . .  th e l is t seem s 
e n d l e s s . Lit t l e wonde r yout h provide s a  u n i v e r s a l , d i s turb ing , 
social phenomeno n o f mass iv e an d urgen t p rob lems . 

I leav e th e e laborat io n o f th e aforesai d t o you . I  onl y 
wish t o add , wit h a  sens e o f shame , tha t on e ha s t o pu t o n 
r e c o r d th e unhapp y fact , despi t e m y Government ' s effort s t o 
remedy i t , tha t ou r youth s a r e no t ye t en t rus te d wit h th e r igh t 
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to vot e i n electin g the i r Governmen t befor e the y reac h th e ag e o f 
2 1 ; th e ves t ige s o f cen tu r i e s o f colonia l exper ience s a r e s t i l l 
curbing ou r youth s fro m a  r e l axed , act iv e par t ic ipat io n i n 
po l i t i c s . 

This i s indeed , a s i s speciousl y contended , ' th e e r a o f 
the t eenager ' ;  bu t th e bi g quest io n i s whethe r thi s i s a n a s s e t 
or a  l iabil i t y t o ou r you ths . Man y a  yout h proble m i s no t 
n e c e s s a r i l y a  yout h problem ; i t i s mor e a n adul t problem , an d 
putting yout h i n th e doc k i s ne i the r fai r no r conduciv e t o a 
solution. I  d o no t wis h th i s r emar k t o depic t m e a s undul y 
lenient wit h ou r you ths . I n fact , I  a m a  grea t be l i eve r i n 
discipl ine an d i n dedicate d applicatio n t o one ' s dutie s an d 
respons ib i l i t i es amon g youths , whic h I  ferventl y cons ide r t o b e 
t r e a s u r e d qual i t ie s an d no t t o b e r ega rde d a s som e sor t o f 
n e c e s s a r y e v i l s . 

These a r e som e o f th e sca t t e re d thoughts , whic h a 
loose sal l y o f th e min d prompte d t o me , o n bein g invite d t o giv e 
the openin g a d d r e s s t o thi s Yout h Seminar . I  d o hop e the y 
se rve t o provok e d i scuss ion . Indee d I  a m confiden t tha t thi s 
gathering wil l h e a r a  mor e systematise d an d exper t expos é o f 
all thes e point s an d o ther s b e s i d e s . W e a r e fortunat e i n havin g 
speakers o f wid e expe r i ence , gaine d throug h man y y e a r s o f 
dedicated in t e r e s t an d wor k i n th e fiel d o f yout h s e r v i c e s . I  a m 
confident tha t t he i r contributio n t o th i s Semina r wil l stimulat e 
d iscuss ion an d dul y hel p i n th e fulfilmen t o f i t s a ims . I t i s a ls o 
my ea rnes t hop e tha t thi s Semina r wil l sha r e th e enthusias m 
displayed i n th e th re e Regiona l S e m i n a r s . 

Before concludin g m y in t roductor y a d d r e s s , an d reques t 
you t o procee d wit h you r work , I  wis h t o mak e som e fina l 
obse rva t ions . Thi s Semina r wil l s e rv e l i t t l e purpos e i f i t come s 
up wit h mor e analyt ica l an d academica l s tatement s an d ve r y 
readable r e p o r t s , bu t stop s shor t o f producin g p rac t i ca l an d 
poli t ically workabl e ac t ion . M y wis h i s tha t i t extend s i t s f ie lds , 
beyond mer e abs t r ac t ion s o f th e technical i t ie s o f problems , 
towards a  ra t iona l i sed , human e t rea tment , cent r in g o n youth s 
a s huma n being s an d no t a s cog s i n th e socia l machine . I  woul d 
has ten t o ad d tha t loca l speake r s a r e expecte d t o e x p r e s s them -
selves withou t an y inhibit ion , a s onl y i n th i s way , throug h facin g 
the i s s u e s honest l y an d square ly , throug h fre e an d fran k 
exchange o f idea s an d expe r i ences , ma y on e come-t o la y b a r e 
and tackl e forcefull y th e co r e o f th e del ica t e mat te r s embrace d 
in th e them e i n hand . 
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Wishing yo u wel l i n your wor k ove r th e nex t thre e days , 
I no w hav e th e pleasur e an d privileg e t o invit e D r Mara j t o be th e 
Chairman o f thi s Seminar . 
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