
CHAPTER 1 

YOUTH AND SOCIETY 

In Mal ta , a s e l sewher e i n th e Commonwealth , "yout h 
problems" d o no t n e c e s s a r i l y or ig ina t e i n fac tor s in t r ins i c t o 
youth . The y or ig ina t e i n changes , development s an d uncer t a in -
t ies whic h affec t societ y a s a  whole . Ever y da y whic h p a s s e s 
sees "youn g people " absorbe d int o th e mas s o f " a d u l t s " . The i r 
problems d o no t chang e overn ight . The y fin d a  balanc e fo r the i r 
f e a r s , hope s an d p r e s s u r e s onl y ove r extende d per iod s o f t ime . 
Any attempt , t h e r e f o r e , t o t r e a t th e problem s o f youn g peopl e a s 
an i s su e dis t inc t fro m thos e affectin g societ y a s a  whole , an y 
effort t o compartmental is e yout h a s a  s epa ra t e sub- spec ie s o f 
society an d dea l wit h i t i n isolat io n ca n r e su l t onl y i n a n unjust i -
fied an d unprofitabl e oversimplif icat io n o f th e i s sue s involved . 
Society i s a  livin g organism , growin g an d changin g t o mee t th e 
changing need s o f a  changin g wor ld . Th e younge r elemen t o f tha t 
soc ie ty , t o who m i t s futur e wil l b e en t rus t ed , t o som e o f who m i t s 
future i s en t rus te d ever y day , l iv e ou t t he i r problem s i n th e 
environment c r ea t e d fo r the m b y the i r e l d e r s . Th e whol e commu -
nity ha s a  d i rec t i n t e re s t i n yout h p rob lems . 

Defining 'youth ' 

Tradi t ional soc ie t ie s normall y ass ig n specifi c ro le s t o 
the i r members . Initiatio n r i t e s an d ceremonie s leav e n o doub t 
about th e s t a t u s , r ight s an d obligation s o f th e individual . I nc rea -
singly thes e ' r i t e s o f pas sage ' a r e fallin g int o d i s u s e, c l e a r 
dist inct ions a r e d isappear in g o r becomin g b l u r r e d . Othe r c r i t e r i a , 
however , t o r ep lac e the m a r e l ack ing . Ag e alon e provide s a n 
unsa t i s fac tory ya rds t i c k fo r "youth" ; system s o f educatio n an d 
t ra ining re su l t i n som e youn g peopl e earnin g wage s a t 1 5 y e a rs o f 
age , whil e o the r s ea r n nothin g unti l 2 4 o r 2 5 . Whic h i s th e adul t 
in te rm s o f livin g a n "adult " life ? I t i s equall y difficul t t o defin e 
youth i n te rm s o f s t a t u s . Doe s yout h n e c e s s a r i l y r e l a t e t o depen -
dence? I s th e studen t o f 2 1 wh o vote s i n par l iamentar y elect ion s 
a yout h o r a n adult ? O r i s h e bot h a t differen t time s whe n playin g 
different ro le s i n hi s society ? D o youn g me n an d youn g wome n 
achieve adul t s ta tu s a t differen t a g e s , and , i f so,  wha t i s th e bas i s 
for judgment ? Age , educationa l l eve l , deg re e o f productivi t y o r 
responsibi l i ty hav e al l bee n pu t forwar d a s poss ibl e c r i t e r i a b y 
which "youth " ma y b e defined , bu t non e prove s wholl y accep tab le . 
The uncer ta in t y o f th e definition , th e fac t tha t th e sam e pe rso n ma y 
be cons idere d bot h yout h an d adul t fo r differen t p u r p o s e s , th e fac t 
that physica l maturi t y no w occu r s e a r l i e r an d economi c independenc e 
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l a t e r , al l s e r v e t o exaggera t e th e d isor ienta t io n an d insecur i t y 
of man y younge r member s o f soc ie ty . Subjec t a s the y a r e t o 
double s tandard s i n thi s wa y i t shoul d no t b e su rp r i s in g i f som e 
abandon th e attemp t t o confor m t o e i the r se t an d see k instea d t o 
es tabl ish ane w system s o f at t i tude s an d value s appropr ia t e t o 
the i r need s an d conformin g t o the i r i d e a l s . 

Social at t i tude s toward s yout h 

Despite th e va r ie d populatio n r ep re sen t e d b y youn g people , 
- r ic h an d poor , r u r a l an d u rban , employe d o r unemployed , a t 
var ious educationa l l e v e l s , -  the y ten d t o b e r ega rde d b y the i r 
e lde r s a s a  homogeneous grou p an d hav e genera l i se d judgment s 
applied t o them . Youn g peopl e themselve s respon d no t infrequent -
ly wit h equall y sweepin g genera l i t i e s t o ca tegor i s e the i r e l d e r s . 
During th e Malt a semina r on e (older ) membe r aske d i n hi s vi l lag e 
for immediat e reac t ion s t o "youth" . Th e olde r v i l l age r s responde d 
with a  rang e o f uncomplimentar y ep i the t s : " d i r t " , "drugs" , "lon g 
ha i r " ,  " indiscipl ine " ,  "pe rmis s iveness " ,  "d i s r e spec t " ;  th e youn g 
people sa w themselve s i n a  ve r y differen t l ight : "pur i ty" , " p e a c e " , 
" love" . Unthinking , second-hand , conventiona l at t i tude s s e r v e 
only t o wide n th e generat io n ga p an d re inforc e mutua l susp ic ion . 
To thi s exten t a t l eas t th e yout h proble m i s a n adul t p rob lem . 
Young people , i t appea red , hav e a  poo r imag e amon g the i r e lde r s 
which factua l evidenc e coul d probabl y d o l i t t l e t o chang e i n th e 
shor t t e r m . A n explanatio n o f th e fact s alon e i s unlikel y t o chang e 
entrenched at t i tude s quickly , ye t th e nee d fo r communicatio n i s 
c l ea r a s a  contr ibutor y facto r t o th e long- ter m improvemen t i n 
re la t ions betwee n th e ag e g r o u p s . 

Youth i n conflic t 

Youth, sai d th e Minis te r o f Educat ion , i s i n conflic t wit h 
i tself, wit h societ y an d wit h th e fu tu re . Youn g peopl e a r e maturin g 
e a r l i e r i n physica l an d psychologica l te rm s ye t fin d the i r accept -
ance a s adult s eve r longe r delaye d a s th e p r e p a r a t o r y per io d o f 
education an d t ra inin g l eng thens . Youngster s consis tent l y b ru i s e 
the i r idealis m agains t socia l an d economi c r e a l i t i e s . Seekin g t o 
influence th e futur e whic h the y wil l inher i t the y fin d themselve s 
impotent i n term s o f actua l power . Th e generat io n ga p i s two-way . 
If adult s re jec t youn g peopl e a s idea l i s t i c , inexper ience d an d 
imprac t ica l , the n th e youngs te r s equall y re jec t the i r e lde r s a s 
cynical an d hyper -c r i t i ca l , advoca t in g norm s an d value s b y whic h 
they hav e n o intentio n o f conductin g the i r a f f a i r s . "Futur e shock " 
is no w accepte d a s a  s tandar d ter m t o de sc r i b e th e frequen t r e -
action o f youn g peopl e t o th e rea l i sa t io n tha t th e value s an d 
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attitudes presente d t o the m i n schoo l a s desirabl e an d "right " 
conflict seriousl y wit h thos e b y whic h th e worl d actuall y l ives . 
It i s littl e wonde r tha t th e characterist ic s o f youn g people , a s 
they emerge d fro m th e seminar , wer e dominate d b y two : a  dee p 
anxiety an d a  permeatin g sens e o f insecurity . Feelin g themselve s 
mistrusted, misunderstoo d an d underestimate d b y thei r e lders , 
haunted b y th e fea r o f unemployment , subjecte d t o residua l tradi -
tional sanctions , mos t o f whic h appea r outmode d an d unnecessary , 
young peopl e ten d t o respon d eithe r wit h apathy , resignin g them -
selves t o thei r socia l impotence , o r wit h energy , no t alway s 
directed int o constructiv e activit ies . 

Youth i n distres s 

(a) Insecurit y 

A constant them e underlyin g th e semina r contribution s 
by th e younge r participant s wa s tha t o f insecurity . Thi s seeme d 
to ar is e fro m uncertaint y abou t thei r rol e an d statu s i n society , 
uncertainty abou t employmen t prospects , uncertaint y abou t th e 
future. "Th e futur e i s a  question-mark" , sai d one . Fe w woul d 
object t o th e nee d fo r a n elemen t o f disciplin e an d order , provide d 
that i t mad e reasonabl e sens e i n th e contex t o f th e socia l structur e 
and th e role s expecte d o f it s younge r an d olde r members . A s th e 
paper o n juvenil e delinquenc y pointe d out , however , th e greates t 
undermining o f a n individual ' s  sens e o f securit y result s fro m 
inconsistent attitude s o n th e par t o f hi s seniors . Part-chil d an d 
part-adult , alternatel y consulte d an d directed , discounte d a s 
immature an d criticise d a s unwillin g t o accep t responsibility , th e 
young person' s confidenc e no t infrequentl y decline s throug h a 
stage o f anxiou s insecurit y t o reac h a  bas e o f critica l apathy . 
The dynami c chil d become s th e bored , lonel y an d potentiall y 
antisocial youth . 

Young peopl e fin d themselve s adrif t i n a  strang e environ -
ment fo r whic h the y hav e no t bee n prepared . Th e traditiona l 
allocation o f role s i s disappearing , traditiona l form s o f authorit y 
appear les s sur e o f themselves . Famil y loyaltie s remain , an d 
with the m th e constraint s o f lif e i n a  smal l community . Tension s 
within familie s see m particularl y acute . Youn g peopl e enjo y bette r 
educational opportunitie s tha n thei r parents , frequentl y hav e 
broader horizon s an d ne w vision . No t infrequentl y whe n the y 
start wor k the y fin d themselve s supportin g thei r parent s finan -
cially; a  stat e o f "reverse d dependence " i s created , ye t olde r 
members o f familie s ten d t o res is t an y diminishin g o f thei r contro l 
within th e family . Whil e thei r statu s ha s change d an d th e worl d 
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has changed , e lde r s attemp t t o maintai n th e famil y h i e r a r c h y 
in tac t . Onc e again , youn g peopl e fin d themselve s subjecte d t o 
double s tandard s an d playin g two socia l r o l e s , on e i n th e commu -
nity a t l a r g e , anothe r withi n th e family . I n som e c a s e s p a r e n t s , 
unsure o f themse lves , d o abdicat e the i r ro l e a s guide s an d 
counse l lors o f the i r ch i ld ren , so  makin g essen t i a l th e provis io n 
of subst i tut e f igure s i n th e for m o f Church , Governmen t o r 
voluntary yout h w o r k e r s . Wher e thes e a r e no t effective , youn g 
people ma y see k t o es tabl is h f res h norm s withi n the i r pee r g roup . 
But befor e the y ca n b e "wit h it " the y hav e t o defin e th e "i t " t o 
be "wi th" . 

(b) Delinquenc y 

Unemployment an d a n unwill ingnes s t o par t ic ipa t e i n 
existing form s o f yout h act ivi t ie s re inforc e th e lonel ines s an d 
boredom o f man y youn g people . Th e proble m o f th e "unhapp y loner " 
appears t o b e i n c r e a s i n g . Th e number s o f "affect ionless " youn g 
delinquents als o give s caus e fo r c o n c e r n . (Admittedly , man y 
petty delinquent s ten d t o com e fro m amon g th e mentall y unstabl e 
and th e mentall y l e s s ab le , fo r who m i t i s highl y des i r ab l e tha t 
special provisio n shoul d b e made) . Th e "unattached " youn g perso n 
"at r i sk " tend s t o fal l int o on e o f fiv e c a t e g o r i e s ; th e under -
privi leged an d depr ived ; th e dis i l lus ioned ; th e embit tere d (ofte n 
from broke n homes) ; th e e c c e n t r i c ; o r th e r ebe l l i ous . A  d i s -
concerning numbe r o f del inquents , howeve r a r e t o b e foun d 
among peopl e o f hig h intel l igenc e an d fro m re la t ivel y affluent . 
The need s o f al l thes e ca tegor ie s mus t b e me t b y bot h preventio n 
and c u r e . 

Prevent ion o f delinquenc y ma y b e l e s s v is ibl e an d l e s s 
measurable tha n cura t iv e measu re s suc h a s probatio n o r detentio n 
yet ma y wel l b e l e s s cost l y an d l e s s damagin g soc ia l ly . Whil e 
delinquency ca n resu l t fro m undes i rab l e at t i tude s acquire d fro m 
ant isocial pee r g roups , posi t iv e at t i tude s ca n als o b e acquire d 
from wel l motivate d pee r g r o u p s . Th e us e o f youn g volunteer s a s 
informal probatio n officer s coul d hel p t o minimis e r e c u r r e n t 
delinquency whil e als o offerin g th e voluntee r th e opportunit y t o 
contr ibute t o th e wel l -bein g o f hi s community . "Detached " yout h 
w o r k e r s , no t at tache d t o yout h club s o r forma l yout h g r o u p s , offe r 
the bes t opportunit y t o reac h th e "unhapp y loner " an d group s o f 
"unclubbables" ,  a s i s demonstrate d b y th e successfu l act ivi t ie s 
of detache d worke r s i n countr ie s suc h a s Hon g Kon g an d Br i t a in . 
The Youn g Voluntee r F o r c e Foundatio n i n Bri ta i n i l l u s t r a t e s ho w 
potential delinquenc y ma y b e turne d t o th e socia l benefi t b y h a r -
ness ing th e energ ie s o f an t i - soc ia l youn g peopl e t o th e s e r v i c e o f 
the community . Man y potentia l delinquent s hav e welcome d th e 
opportunity t o s e r v e , t o achiev e a  spi r i tua l fulfilment . 
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Prevent ion i s no t onl y be t t e r tha n c u r e , i t i s als o c h e a p e r . 
Prevent ion s e rv i ce s i n th e yout h f ield , however , mus t b e r ecog -
nised a s des i r ab l e an d funde d r e a l i s t i c a l l y . Cost s wil l b e kep t 
to a  minimu m i f officia l an d non-officia l bodie s co -ope ra t e an d 
co-ord ina te the i r ac t iv i t i e s , thu s poolin g avai labl e r e s o u r c e s . 

(c) Exploitatio n 

Young peopl e se e themselve s exploite d a t wor k an d i n 
the i r l e i s u r e t ime . A t wor k the y ten d t o b e give n th e l eas t 
des i r ab le job s o r t o b e r equ i re d t o d o a n adul t ' s wor k fo r a n 
ado lescen t ' s pay . I n the i r l e i s u r e tim e the y a r e th e objective s 
of intense campaign s designe d t o re l i ev e the m o f som e o f th e leas t 
committed mone y i n th e economy . A s the y a r e awar e o f the i r 
being exploite d so  the y a r e a ls o awar e o f t he i r depr iva t ion . An y 
youngs ter i n Malt a ha s onl y t o switc h o n televisio n t o se e th e apparen t 
quality o f lif e i n Br i t a in , F r a n c e , Ital y o r Amer ica . Disconten t 
b reeds e a s i l y . F o r th e benefi t o f bot h th e individua l an d societ y 
all youn g peopl e shoul d b e taugh t th e element s o f judgmen t an d d i s -
cr iminat ion, t o analys e th e dat a p resen te d an d mak e a  ra t iona l 
cho ice . 

(d) Wome n an d g i r l s 

New opportuni t ie s hav e a r i s e n fo r wome n outsid e th e home , 
yet thi s i n itsel f ma y contr ibut e t o socia l p rob lems . Th e workin g 
daughter wit h mone y i n h e r pocke t ma y a s s i s t h e r famil y bu t see k 
in r e t u r n a  mor e respons ib l e ro l e withi n th e family . Wher e mother s 
a r e employed , th e dange r o f " la tch-key " chi ldre n a r i s e s , chi ldre n 
who a t th e en d o f th e schoo l da y canno t expec t t o fin d the i r mother s 
awaiting the m a t home , a  dis turbingl y frequen t phenomeno n a t 
many socia l level s i n som e Wes te r n c o u n t r i e s . 

(e) Sp i r i tua l value s 

Cons iderab le uneas e c h a r a c t e r i s e s th e sea rc h fo r a n 
individual commitmen t t o a  cod e o f sp i r i tua l v a l u e s . Man y youn g 
people d e c l a r e the i r nee d t o see k fo r themselve s a  pe r sona l belie f 
yet fin d difficult y i n accommodatin g t o lac k o f ex terna l d i r ec t ion . 
Some spok e a t th e semina r o f th e proble m whic h the y encountere d 
in t ryin g t o determin e ho w fa r t he i r cod e o f value s r ep re sen t e d 
genuine convictio n an d ho w fa r simpl y a  r e spons e t o p r e s s u r e s 
exer ted explicit l y an d implicitl y b y the i r e l d e r s . Th e i s su e o f 
"consc ience" v e r s u s " r u l e s " i s a  mat te r o f muc h concer n 
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for youn g peop le . Th e cons t ruc t iv e par t ic ipat io n o f o lde r an d 
younger member s o f th e communit y in a  movemen t t o es tabl i s h 
posit ive an d satisfyin g mora l an d sp i r i tua l tenet s coul d re inforc e 
the cohesio n an d s t rengt h o f th e whol e soc ie ty . I t wil l no t , however , 
be eas y t o ach ieve . 

The need s o f yout h 

Despite th e clamou r fo r g r e a t e r independenc e an d fewe r 
cons t ra in t s thes e i s s u e s ma y no t ref lec t th e fundamenta l need s o f 
young people . Th e tw o bas i c need s a r e mor e probabl y fo r 
confidence an d par t i c ipa t ion . Althoug h the y ma y as k t o g o the i r 
own way , youn g peopl e woul d almos t cer ta in l y respon d readi l y t o 
express ions o f confidenc e o n th e pa r t o f the i r e lde r s an d consequen t 
invitations t o co -ope ra t e i n operat in g th e machiner y o f t he i r 
community. A  lowerin g o f th e ag e o f f ranchis e t o 1 8 y e a r s , fo r 
example, woul d provid e a  p rac t i ca l demonstrat io n o f confidenc e 
in youn g peopl e b y th e o lde r genera t io n an d a ls o ope n th e wa y t o 
d i rec t involvemen t b y youn g peopl e i n th e conduc t o f publi c affair s ; 
the r igh t t o vot e c a r r i e s wit h i t th e obligatio n t o par t ic ipa t e 
r e spons ib ly . 

It i s no t onl y a t th e poli t ica l leve l tha t youn g peopl e see k 
s ta tus an d r e a s s u r a n c e , althoug h semina r par t ic ipant s spok e o n 
s eve ra l occas ion s o f th e apprehensio n occasione d b y th e apparen t 
lack o f cohesiv e plannin g fo r t he i r fu tu re . Th e function s o f th e 
Malaysian Nationa l Yout h Consultat iv e Counci l we r e note d wit h 
in t e res t an d i t wa s though t tha t thes e migh t s e r v e a s a  usefu l 
pa t te rn fo r repl ica t io n e l s e w h e r e , s inc e th e d i rec t lin k o f th e 
Council wit h th e Governmen t ensure d tha t th e opinion s o f th e 
younger elemen t i n th e societ y w e r e adequatel y p resen te d a t th e 
highest nationa l l e v e l . 

Other form s o f par t ic ipat io n seeme d t o b e bot h p rac t i ca l 
and poss ib l e . I t wa s suggested,fo r example , tha t outlet s fo r th e 
express ion o f youth ' s opinion s an d vehic le s fo r youth ' s idea s 
could wel l b e foun d i n bot h exist in g an d ne w magazine s an d 
per iodica ls .  Ar t i c le s ,  new s b r i e f s , l e t t e r s an d i l lus t ra t ion s 
c i rcu la ted t o exist in g media , an d possibl y gathere d int o a  ne w 
per iodical devote d t o th e disseminatio n o f informatio n abou t youth ' s 
contribution t o nationa l development , coul d d o muc h t o improv e 
the imag e o f youn g peopl e an d exchang e view s an d opin ions . 

When consider in g th e specia l contributio n whic h migh t b e 
made b y educate d youth , semina r member s fel t s t rongl y tha t r e a l 
opportunit ies exis te d fo r s e rv i c e b y th e linkin g o f r e s e a r c h studie s 
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and project s t o th e expresse d need s o f th e society . These s an d 
dissertations, studie s an d investigation s woul d los e nothin g o f 
their academi c validit y fo r bein g mor e directl y oriente d toward s 
practical contemporar y i s sues . Suc h a  redirectio n o f specialis t 
effort coul d usefull y complemen t an d suppor t th e practica l servic e 
by student s (an d thei r teachers ) t o th e wellbein g o f thos e les s 
privileged tha n themselves . Wer e th e majo r educationa l 
institutions thu s linke d wit h th e nationa l developmen t effor t thei r 
privileged statu s woul d b e les s ope n t o criticis m an d thei r student s 
would hav e les s caus e t o cri t icis e th e irrelevanc e o f thei r educatio n 
to th e realitie s o f thei r futur e live s an d c a r e e r s . Suc h a  r e -
orientation on th e par t o f higher educationa l establishment s woul d 
call fo r a n initia l ac t o f commitmen t t o th e natio n an d a  continuin g 
reassessment an d readjustmen t o f thei r activitie s t o ensur e tha t 
they di d no t ru n th e ris k o f perpetuatin g programme s fo r whic h 
the nee d ha s passed . 

Determining priorit ie s 

Four categorie s o f youn g peopl e wer e suggeste d deservin g 
priority whe n plan s an d programme s ar e bein g considered : 
educated youn g people ; thos e i n rura l a r eas ; th e handicapped ; 
and th e eldes t chil d i n a  famil y (especiall y th e eldes t gir l ) . 

(a) Educate d youn g peopl e 

In th e cours e o f th e semina r continuin g concer n wa s 
expressed abou t th e under-utilisatio n o f youn g peopl e wit h third -
level educationa l an d technica l qualifications . Thi s group , wh o 
would appea r a t firs t sigh t t o b e counte d amon g th e mos t privilege d 
and favoure d o f thei r age-groups , seem s t o lac k th e vocationa l 
guidance an d assistanc e i n findin g employmen t whic h i s organise d 
for thos e leavin g schools . Man y o f thos e leavin g th e Universit y 
and othe r highe r institution s fin d themselve s unabl e t o obtai n post s 
of a  typ e commensurat e wit h thei r expectation s an d unsupporte d 
in thei r searc h b y an y agenc y suite d t o th e purpose . I t ma y b e 
that on e practica l solutio n ma y li e i n th e youn g peopl e themselve s 
organising a  clearing-hous e wher e thos e i n searc h o f employmen t 
could b e mad e awar e o f existin g opportunitie s : th e ide a tha t 
this sor t o f solutio n la y i n thei r own  hand s di d no t emerg e a t th e 
seminar. 

While acceptin g tha t highl y educate d youn g peopl e fee l 
a rea l sens e o f grievanc e i f thei r employmen t expectation s remai n 
unrealised, i t ma y b e tha t a  genera l raisin g o f educationa l level s 
must resul t i n young peopl e acceptin g wor k o f a  mor e modes t 
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na ture tha n tha t whic h wa s avai labl e t o pe r son s wit h s imila r 
qualifications a  decad e ago . A s th e numbe r o f youn g peopl e 
achieving pa r t i cu l a r educationa l s tandard s i n c r e a s e s , s o th e 
requirements fo r entr y t o occupation s r i s e . Whil e thi s ma y b e 
inevi table , i t s t i l l r e su l t s i n muc h individua l disappointment . 

(b) Youn g peopl e i n r u r a l a r e a s 

Despite th e re la t ivel y smal l s iz e o f th e Mal tes e is land s 
and th e eas e o f communications , t he r e wa s a  genera l consensu s 
that youn g peopl e livin g outsid e th e majo r urba n a r e a s dese rve d a 
degree o f p r i o r i t y . P e r h a p s thi s wa s du e i n par t t o th e fac t tha t 
t radi t ional cons t ra in t s an d at t i tude s p e r s i s t mor e s t rongl y i n th e 
vi l lages an d ac t t o th e detr imen t o f youn g peopl e seekin g emanci -
pat ion. I n p a r t , too , i t ma y b e justifie d b y th e des i rab i l i t y o f 
improving mater ia l condition s i n th e vi l lage s an d so  reducin g 
the imbalanc e o f opportuni t ie s betwee n th e town-bre d an d th e 
vil lage chi ld . Althoug h depr iva t ion , bot h socia l an d economic , 
is no t confine d t o th e r u r a l a r e a s , th e semina r believe d tha t 
in sett in g p r io r i t i e s th e r u r a l a r e a s shoul d b e give n th e benefi t 
of "posi t iv e d i sc r imina t ion . " 

(c) Th e handicappe d 

Phys ica l o r meta l handica p ad d immeasurabl y t o th e 
problems o f th e youn g pe r so n seekin g acceptanc e b y th e communit y 
at l a r g e . A t time s o f ful l employmen t th e difficultie s a r e l e s s , 
but th e handicappe d a r e pa r t i cu la r l y expose d t o los s o f employmen t 
during time s o f economi c r e c e s s i o n . I n school , fe w t eache r s a r e 
skilled i n detectin g mino r handicaps , s o tha t man y inadequately -
sighted an d h  ear ing- impai red chi ldre n mus t pas s unsuccessful l y 
through th e schoo l sys tem , the i r poo r p r o g r e s s a t t r ibute d t o 
dulness . I n th e ca s e o f chi ldre n wh o a r e i n fac t dul l o r mentall y 
r e t a r d e d , effectiv e mean s o f diagnosi s nee d t o b e devise d an d 
compensatory measure s genera l l y in t roduced . Th e succes s o f 
a societ y i n dealin g wit h i t s handicappe d populatio n i s no t measure d 
in term s onl y o f th e specia l s e r v i c e s whic h a r e mad e ava i lab le , 
however essen t ia l thes e ma y be , bu t b y th e degre e t o whic h th e 
handicapped a r e in tegra te d int o th e societ y a t l a rg e an d encourage d 
to contr ibut e t o th e ful l exten t o f the i r ab i l i t i e s . 

(d) Th e e ldes t chil d 

The e ldes t chil d o f a  family , an d especia l l y th e e ldes t 
daughter , we r e cons idere d t o meri t p r io r i t y becaus e th e p a r t i -
cu la r dutie s normall y r equ i re d o f thi s chil d b y th e pa ren t s ma y 
resu l t i n a  for m o f depr iva t ion . Thi s si tuatio n migh t b e 
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resolved i n par t wer e youn g peopl e t o organis e themselve s t o 
provide, a s a  for m o f communit y service , a  syste m whereb y 
volunteers o n a  rot a basi s coul d reliev e thes e eldes t childre n 
of som e o f th e mor e time-consumin g task s wit h whic h the y a r e 
entrusted. 

Clearing th e line s o f communicatio n 

It becam e apparen t a t th e semina r tha t muc h goodwil l 
is forfeite d an d co-operatio n frustrate d becaus e o f inadequat e 
lines o f communication , vertically , horizontall y an d chronologi -
cally. Vertica l communicatio n (betwee n peopl e o f differen t age -
groups o r o f differen t professiona l o r socia l standing , fo r example ) 
ensures tha t need s ar e know n an d policie s understood . Horizonta l 
communication (amon g Ministr ies , yout h workers , group s o f 
young people ) help s t o creat e a  bod y o f informe d opinion , defin e 
a commo n purpos e an d encourag e effectiv e co-operation . 
Chronological communicatio n ( a knowledg e o f pas t endeavour ) 
helps t o minimis e waste d time , mone y an d effor t throug h repeti -
tion o f previou s unsuccessfu l activit ies . A s Mr . Trudeau , th e 
Canadian Prim e Minister , sai d las t year : 

"The mos t strikin g fla w o f th e informatio n 
deluge i s th e absenc e o f a  sens e o f histor y 
which i s indispensabl e t o al l wisdom. 11 

General observation s 

"People ar e human, " th e Ministe r o f Educatio n remarke d 
to th e seminar , implyin g tha t chang e ca n com e abou t onl y i f base d 
on th e realit ie s o f th e contemporar y situation . Malt a reflect s al l 
the advantage s o f a  homogeneou s an d tightly-kni t islan d communit y 
providing a  plac e an d a  sens e o f securit y fo r al l it s member s wh o 
are conten t t o abid e b y it s custo m an d tradition . I t als o display s 
the constrictin g effec t o f th e smal l grou p war y o f upheavel , 
apprehensive o f th e threa t t o it s structure s occasione d b y inno -
vation an d change . Th e younger sectio n o f th e communit y recog -
nise tha t chang e mus t com e an d ,  indeed , ha s come . Wher e ar e th e 
faldettas o f twent y year s ago ? Tourism , televisio n an d t ravel , 
the thre e T' s no w influencin g youn g peopl e eve n mor e tha n th e 
three R' s di d thei r grandparents , a r e broadenin g horizons , 
raising aspirat ions , restructurin g th e economy , affectin g th e 
distribution o f wealt h an d callin g int o questio n establishe d 
attitudes an d values . Youn g peopl e ten d t o respon d mor e 
sensitively t o thes e changes , an d naturall y so , fo r the y hav e les s 
experience o f th e existin g syste m an d les s t o los e fro m changes . 
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Their e lders , equall y naturally , ten d t o hol d fas t t o th e wa y o f 
life whic h i s familia r an d whic h ha s prove d largel y satisfactory . 
Hence th e mutua l suspicio n betwee n th e age-groups , henc e th e 
well-advertised "generatio n gap" . I f Malta' s yout h is  t o buil d 
for itsel f th e futur e whic h i t deserve s i t wil l com e abou t throug h 
a recognitio n tha t th e presen t situatio n i s no t unique : ever y 
generation view s it s offsprin g wit h apprehensio n founde d i n love . 
Change i s inevitable , onl y th e pac e o f chang e i s no w faste r tha n 
ever before . Yout h i s no t apar t fro m th e mainstrea m o f societ y 
but a n integra l componen t o f i t . Yout h toda y demand s " a piec e 
of th e action" , meaningfu l participation , a  recognise d plac e i n 
the orde r o f things. It looks t o it s elder s t o provid e th e basi s o f 
guidance an d initia l training ; i t look s t o itsel f t o us e thos e tool s 
to fashio n it s ow n destiny . 
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