
FOREWORD 

The Malt a Semina r mad e a  uniqu e contributio n t o th e 
series o f Commonwealt h discussion s o n youth an d development , 
in tha t fo r th e firs t tim e youn g peopl e themselve s mad e u p th e 
majority o f th e participants . I n he r openin g addres s t o th e 
meeting th e Ministe r o f Educatio n aske d tha t opinion s shoul d b e 
expressed frankly , a n invitatio n t o whic h th e Semina r member s 
responded i n ful l measure . 

The Repor t speak s o f th e basi c fun d o f goodwil l laten t 
in al l section s o f th e communit y bu t frustrate d i n it s expressio n 
by seriou s gap s i n th e syste m o f communication . Thi s isolatin g 
effect, togethe r wit h th e pressure s exerte d b y th e thre e T s -
television, touris m an d trave l -  combin e t o reinforc e th e genera l 
sense o f insecurit y affectin g so  man y young peopl e today . 

Throughout th e ser ie s o f Commonwealt h Seminar s 
there ha s ru n th e them e o f youth' s appea l t o b e allowe d t o 
participate i n th e practica l tas k o f fashionin g th e futur e o f th e 
nation whic h the y wil l inherit . Her e th e youn g peopl e o f Malt a 
have alread y show n on e effectiv e mean s b y whic h thei r clai m 
may b e pressed . B y arrangin g t o mee t regularl y t o desig n 
projects an d involv e a n eve r wide r grou p o f thei r fellows , th e 
younger participant s a t th e Semina r ar e demonstratin g thei r 
anxiety t o serv e an d thei r abilit y t o d o so.  Confidenc e wil l no t 
be give n withou t proo f tha t i t i s merited ; invitation s t o 
participate wil l no t b e issue d withou t som e indicatio n tha t a n 
effective contributio n wil l resul t . Th e wa y i n whic h Maltes e 
youth ha s seize d th e initiativ e shoul d inspir e tha t confidenc e 
and facilitat e tha t participation . I t i s a  worth y exampl e whic h 
young peopl e i n othe r Commonwealt h countrie s coul d wel l follow . 
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