
CHAPTER 1 

Political Background 
Political System 
Solomon Island s gained constitutiona l independenc e fro m th e Unite d 
Kingdom o n 7  July 197 8 and adopte d th e Westminste r syste m o f government . 
It recognises H M Quee n Elizabet h I I as its Head o f State an d i s represented b y 
a Governor-General, currentl y th e Reveren d Si r John In i Lapli . Followin g 
independence, Solomo n Island s joined th e Commonwealth . 

The unicamera l Nationa l Parliamen t comprise s 5 0 Members, elected unde r 
a 'first-past-the-post ' votin g system. The Prim e Ministe r i s elected fo r a  four -
year term by a simple majorit y o f Members o f Parliament. I n additio n t o th e 
National Government , ther e ar e 1 0 Provincial Assemblies , includin g Honiar a 
City Council . 

Recent Political Development s 
Following th e force d resignatio n o f Prim e Ministe r Bartholome w Ulufa'al u 
in June 2000 , afte r th e arme d takeove r o f th e capita l b y element s supportin g 
the opposition , Manasse h Sogavare , wh o ha d bee n oppositio n leader , wa s 
elected Prim e Ministe r a t a  sitting o f Parliamen t o n 3 0 June 2000 . Si x 
Members o f Parliamen t ha d bee n prevente d fro m attendin g th e sessio n o f 
Parliament a t whic h th e Prim e Ministe r wa s elected . Thi s wa s allegedly du e 
to intimidatio n b y the Malait a Eagl e Forc e (MEF) . 

As ethni c tension s betwee n warrin g faction s o f th e tw o militan t group s -
the ME F and th e Guadalcana l Isatab u Freedo m Movemen t (IFM ) -
continued, man y attempt s b y th e Commonwealt h an d othe r nation s wer e 
made t o broke r a  series o f peace talk s aime d a t stabilisin g th e deterioratin g 
economic an d securit y situatio n i n th e country . 

This has , however, faile d t o ste m continuin g violenc e whic h th e polic e 
have bee n unabl e t o curb . The establishmen t o f a  Peace Monitorin g Counci l 
(PMC) an d Internationa l Peac e Monitorin g Tea m ha s thu s fa r ensure d a n 
uneasy peac e an d Solomo n Islander s ar e hoping tha t th e electio n o f a  stabl e 
government wil l bring peac e an d developmen t t o th e country . 

The Prim e Minister' s attemp t earlie r thi s yea r t o exten d th e lif e o f 
Parliament fro m fou r year s t o five me t wit h vigorou s protest s fro m civi l 
society an d th e internationa l community , a s this woul d hav e le d t o th e 
postponement o f th e nationa l elections . H e wa s therefor e force d t o 
withdraw th e Bil l t o exten d th e lif e o f Parliamen t an d agree d t o hol d 
elections a s required withi n th e time-fram e stipulate d unde r th e 
Constitution. 

Economic Developmen t 
Economic developmen t i n Solomo n Island s ha s bee n seriousl y affecte d a s a 
result o f continuing 'ethni c tension' . Mos t expor t industrie s hav e cease d t o 

Report o f th e Commonwealt h Observe r Grou p 3 



operate, expor t earning s hav e droppe d an d governmen t revenu e ha s 
collapsed. Th e grantin g o f illega l ad hoc duty remission s ha s further reduce d 
customs revenue an d Governmen t ha s been unabl e t o mee t it s debt 
repayments a s well a s being unable t o pay salaries t o the civi l service an d 
police. This has been exacerbate d b y continuous demand s fo r financia l 
compensation fro m differen t section s o f the communit y allegedl y affecte d b y 
the crisis . Money t o pay compensation wa s supplied b y the Governmen t o f 
Taiwan an d partiall y distributed , furthe r exacerbatin g th e unrest . 

Security 
The securit y situatio n i n Honiara , th e res t o f Guadalcanal an d Malait a remain s 
volatile, a s a large number o f high-powered weapon s ar e stil l unaccounted for . 
Members o f the IPM T reported tha t a  recent inventor y o f the polic e armour y 
undertaken b y the member s o f the IPM T confirmed tha t mor e tha n 40 0 polic e 
weapons hav e stil l no t bee n accounte d for . Man y ar e allegedly being used fo r 
criminal activitie s an d ther e i s fear tha t failin g recover y o f such weapons , 
peace an d stabilit y wil l continue t o elude Solomo n Islands . The recen t 
recruitment o f more tha n 1,10 0 forme r ethni c militi a member s a s special 
constables ha s also added t o these fears . 

Political Parties 
There ar e tw o mai n coalition s -  Coalitio n fo r Nationa l Unity , 
Reconciliation an d Peac e (CNURP) , an d Allianc e fo r Chang e whic h 
subsequently forme d th e Solomo n Island s Allianc e fo r Chang e Coalitio n 
(SIACC) fo r th e purpos e o f contesting th e 200 1 elections . The CNUR P 
which electe d Manasse h Sogavar e a s Prime Ministe r whe n i t too k powe r o n 
30 June 200 0 comprise d member s o f th e Libera l Party , People' s Allianc e 
Party (PAP) , th e Unite d Part y a s well a s a  number o f independents . Th e 
Alliance fo r Chang e represent s th e forme r governmen t le d b y Bartholome w 
Ulufa'alu. Th e PA P parliamentar y leade r i s Sir Alla n Kemakeza , th e leade r 
of th e People' s Progressiv e Part y (PPP ) i s Manasseh Sogavare , th e Solomo n 
Islands Labou r Part y (SLP ) leade r i s Joses Tuhanuku, th e Unite d 
Democratic Part y i s led b y Jon Maiti a an d th e Ne w Solomon s Part y i s led 
by Sam Alesia . 

The natur e o f th e part y syste m i n Solomo n Island s i s characterised b y 
fluid coalitions , whic h mad e i t difficul t t o predic t an y politica l outcom e o f 
the election s fo r whic h 32 8 candidate s ha d registered . 

Additionally, th e Solomo n Island s Constitutio n make s provisio n fo r a n 
'Independent Group ' whos e member s ar e independen t bot h o f th e 
Government an d o f any oppositio n grou p an d whos e numbe r include s a 
leader wh o ca n comman d thei r support . 

This situatio n i s a consequence o f th e Constitution , whic h lay s dow n 
that th e Prim e Ministe r wil l b e chose n fro m amon g th e electe d Member s o f 
Parliament, an d th e natur e o f Solomo n Island s a s a  collection o f man y 
islands eac h seekin g it s own bes t advantage . 

Members o f Parliamen t ca n switc h politica l allegianc e a t wil l withou t an y 
constitutional o r lega l penaltie s whil e other s profes s membershi p o f mor e 
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than on e party . A  furthe r facto r i s the 'wantok ' syste m use d t o differentiat e 
people base d o n thei r ow n dialec t o r th e province s t o whic h the y belong , 
and whic h usuall y influence s th e democrati c proces s i n Solomo n Islands . I t 
is also often use d a s a  basis fo r th e electio n o f candidates . Th e resul t i s tha t 
a strong part y politica l syste m ha s faile d t o develop . 
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