
PREFACE 

Ministers of education a t the Eighth Commonwealth 
Education Conference recommended the development of 
p rac t i ca l handbooks on areas of education which are of 
in te res t to member countr ies . In pursuit of this 
ini t ia t ive the Commonwealth Secre ta r ia t has devised a 
common format for a ser ies of Commonwealth Educational 
Handbooks of which the present publication is one. 
This volume is designed to assist educators in 
addressing the continuing task of teacher education 
especia l ly where existing training fac i l i t ies cannot 
keep pace with the demand. 

The present handbook originates from a meeting of 
experts held in Kaduna, Nigeria, in 1981 and organised 
by the Commonwealth Secre ta r ia t in association with the 
Federal Government of Nigeria through the National 
Teachers ' In s t i tu t e . This workshop was in two par ts -
the f irs t dealing with distance education for teachers 
and the second with educat ional broadcasting - both 
with reference to Commonwealth Africa. The group which 
examined the po ten t ia l for and problems of distance 
methods of teaching applied to the training of 
t eachers , consisted of the following spec ia l i s t s : 

Mr P T Alamina (Nigeria) 
Mr V C Anson-Yevu (Ghana) 
Mr M O Chukwu (Nigeria) 
Mrs O O Euler-Ajayi (Nigeria) 
Mr P H Mailumo (Nigeria) 
Mr P G Mngomezulu (Swaziland) 
Mr J A Mrutu (Tanzania) 
Mr D S Mye-Kamara (Sierra Leone) 
Mrs D C Ogun (Nigeria) 
Mr F B Pesani (Zimbabwe) 
Mr M O Poroye (Nigeria) 
Mr E O Rendall (The Gambia) 
Mr H S Wali (Nigeria) 
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The materials produced at this workshop formed the 
basis of the present work which at tempts to present i t 
in such a way as to chal lenge the reader with the 
questions tha t must be resolved before a country or 
inst i tut ion can make a number of policy decisions. 
Firs t , whether distance methods for teacher education 
will meet i t s needs; second, whether resources are 
avai lable or can be obtained, thus avoiding expensive 
mistakes. Thirdly, how . they can be planned if 
neces sa ry in g r a d u a t e d s t a g e s of a c q u i s i t i o n . 
Pract ica l guidance is offered to assist t eacher 
educators in adopting distance methods for thei r work. 

This handbook is o f fe red t o p r a c t i t i o n e r s in 
ministries, col leges of education and universities in 
the belief tha t i t will assist their efforts to expand 
teacher education rapidly and at the same time to 
improve i t s q u a l i t y , both in t he deve lop ing 
Commonwealth and in the more developed member 
countr ies . 

Rex E O Akpofure 
Director, Education Programme 
Human Resource Development Group 

2 




