
ADDRESS B Y TH E HON , FRANCI S PREVATT , 

MINISTER O F EXTERNA L AFFAIRS , 

AT TH E OFFICIA L OPENIN G O F TH E SEMINA R 

M r . Chairman , Distinguishe d G u e s t s , Ladie s an d Gentle -
men, 

It i s a n honou r an d a  pr iv i leg e t o hav e bee n invite d t o 
a d d r e s s thi s dist inguishe d gatherin g thi s morning , an d t o dec la r e 
open th e Commonwealt h Car ibbea n Semina r on  Yout h Employ -
ment an d Tra in ing . Ma y I  e x p r e s s th e profoun d r e g r e t o f th e Righ t 
Honourable th e Prim e Minis te r o f Tr inida d an d Tobag o a t hi s 
inabili ty t o b e p re sen t thi s mornin g t o del ive r th e featur e a d d r e s s . 
The Pr im e Minis te r ' s  i n t e re s t i n th e problem s an d developmen t 
of yout h i s wel l known . I  a m reques t t o conve y hi s bes t wishe s 
for th e succes s o f you r de l ibera t ion s an d th e hop e tha t you r 
labours wil l b e meaningfu l an d prof i table . 

This i s th e secon d suc h semina r organize d b y th e Common -
wealth S e c r e t a r i a t , an d follow s c losel y o n a  ve r y successfu l con -
ference hel d i n Nairob i i n Novembe r l a s t . Th e Governmen t an d 
people o f Tr in ida d an d Tobag o a r e , t h e r e f o r e , deepl y apprec i a -
tive o f you r choic e o f th e hos t countr y fo r thi s first  suc h Wester n 
Hemisphere meeting . 

In extendin g a  mos t cordia l welcom e t o al l delegate s an d 
o b s e r v e r s , I  a m su r e tha t friend s fro m s i s t e r Commonwealt h 
Car ibbean countr ie s wil l forgiv e m e i f I  singl e ou t fo r specia l 
mention th e delegate s fro m Afric a an d Br i t a in , countr ie s wit h 
h i s to r i e s olde r tha n thos e o f th e Car ibbean , bu t whic h a r e none -
t h e l e s s plague d wit h problem s a r i s in g fro m th e r e s t l e s s n e s s 
of youth , s imila r t o thos e encountere d b y ou r re la t ive l y youn g 
and under-develope d c o u n t r i e s . 

To thos e o f yo u wh o a r e visi t in g thi s countr y fo r th e f i rs t 
t ime, ma y I  e x p r e s s th e hop e tha t you r conferenc e agend a wil l 
permit yo u tim e t o se e somethin g o f ou r excitin g is land-nat io n 
and t o enjo y i t s sceni c beauty . I  hop e yo u wil l b e abl e t o mee t 
and exchang e exper ience s wit h th e Trinidadia n peopl e an d enjo y 
the war m affectio n an d hospi ta l i t y o f ou r mul t i - rac ia l societ y i n 
a countr y w h e r e , a s i n th e word s o f ou r Nationa l Anthem , "Eve r y 
c reed an d r a c e fin d a n equa l p l a c e " . T o thos e o f yo u wh o hav e 
been h e r e before , w e accep t you r r e t u r n a s a n apprecia t io n o f 
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the pleasan t an d reward in g s ta y yo u ha d p rev ious ly , an d w e t ru s t 
that thi s vis i t wil l b e n o l e s s enjoyable . 

The p r imar y purpos e o f thi s semina r i s t o poo l th e expe -
r i ence an d exper t i s e o f pe r son s concerne d wit h an d engage d i n 
youth work , an d t o dis t i l fro m the i r wisdo m idea s whic h wil l prov e 
useful t o polic y m a k e r s . Fro m thi s poolin g o f exper ience s an d 
ideas i t i s expecte d tha t a  b lue-pr in t wil l emerg e fo r c l o se r 
Commonwealth co-opera t io n i n th e developmen t o f scheme s fo r 
work amongs t youth . I t i s comfortin g t o not e tha t you r delegate s 
a r e no t r ep re sen t a t i ve s o f the i r r e spec t iv e governments , charge d 
with espousin g an d support in g th e pol ic ie s an d pr inc ip le s o f the i r 
s p o n s o r s , bu t pe r son s se lecte d fo r the i r ow n abi l i ty , exper ienc e 
and in t e re s t i n yout h work . I  venture t o sugges t tha t you r con t r i -
butions wil l , t h e r e fo r e , b e uninhibite d an d objectiv e an d wil l giv e 
u s , th e polic y m a k e r s , foo d fo r though t o n th e contemporar y 
problem o f adequatel y providin g fo r ou r youn g popula t ions . 

Within th e pas t fe w y e a r s , yout h ha s becom e a  ve r y con t ro -
v e r s i a l subject . Som e peopl e a r e genuinel y te r r i f i e d a t th e powe r 
of yout h an d resentfu l tha t the y see k t o chang e th e ol d es tabl ishe d 
o r d e r . Bu t wh y shoul d no t th e olde r giv e wa y t o th e new , provide d 
that i n doin g s o , somethin g be t t e r i s achieved ? Th e advance s i n 
medical sc ienc e ove r th e pas t tw o t o th re e decade s hav e contribute d 
to th e tremendou s populatio n explosio n exper ience d i n s eve ra l 
countr ies o f th e wor ld , pa r t i cu l a r l y i n th e developin g coun t r i e s , 
where i t i s no t unusua l t o fin d ove r 5 0 pe r cen t o f th e populatio n 
under twent y fiv e y e a r s o f a g e . I n ou r ow n countr y th e ra t i o i s 
even mor e d i s tu rb ing , fo r n e a r l y 5 0 pe r cen t o f ou r populatio n i s 
under twent y y e a r s . 

But i t i s fa r mor e dis turbin g t o not e tha t scientif i c an d 
technological development s i n othe r field s hav e tende d t o reduc e 
the dependenc e o n manpowe r a s a  facto r o f product ion . Labou r 
intensive method s o f productio n a r e bein g rep lace d b y capita l 
intensive t echniques ; me n a r e bein g rep lace d b y machines . Ye t 
with population s heavil y weighin g i n favou r o f youth , Government s 
a r e force d t o provid e mor e schoo l p l a c e s , mor e socia l an d r e -
creat ional fac i l i t i es , onl y t o fin d tha t eac h succeedin g yea r mor e 
ski l led , highl y t ra ine d an d highl y qualifie d youth s a r e throw n o n 
to th e labou r marke t t o compet e fo r fewe r an d fewe r jobs . Th e 
youth o f th e Thir d World , bor n i n e r a o f hope , o f g rea t poss ib i -
l i t ies an d eve r inc reas in g opportuni ty , encourage d t o develo p hi s 
ski l ls an d t a l e n t s , suddenl y find s tha t h e ha s v e r y l i t t l e opportu -
nity t o contr ibut e t o th e makin g an d executio n o f plan s fo r shapin g 
his ow n o r hi s count ry ' s fu ture . Thos e act ivel y engage d i n so 
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doing ar e usuall y olde r peopl e wh o hav e sometime s faile d t o kee p 
abreast o f th e time s o r ar e unwillin g t o accep t real i t ies . Th e 
frustrated yout h seek s outlet s fo r hi s pent-u p energie s an d emo -
tions ;  h e want s t o catc h th e attentio n o f thos e aroun d him , t o b e 
counted whe n h e r i se s an d t o b e hear d whe n h e speaks . H e i s 
striving fo r a  plac e i n societ y throug h whic h h e migh t fulfi l hi s 
dreams an d hi s ideal s ;  bu t h e soo n find s tha t hi s effort s ar e i n 
vain, tha t ther e i s littl e roo m fo r hi m i n legitimat e an d well -
ordered activity . H e turn s t o th e dramatic , th e theatrical ; som e 
young me n engag e i n marches , stree t demonstration s an d s i t - ins ; 
others tur n t o mor e extrem e form s o f showmanshi p -  physica l 
violence, stree t fightin g an d occupyin g buildings ; other s devis e 
schemes an d plot s t o overthro w th e establishment , t o rebe l agains t 
society; som e o f th e weak , unfortunately , fal l pre y t o debaucher y 
and drugs . Thes e ar e merel y manifestation s o f th e enslave d 
seeking afte r surviva l ;  th e youn g ar e revoltin g agains t authorit y 
and lac k o f opportunity . 

It i s pertinen t t o ask : wha t ar e w e doin g abou t thes e 
problems wit h whic h w e clai m t o b e so  concerned ? You r comin g 
together fro m countrie s nea r an d fa r t o shar e you r experienc e 
is ampl e testimon y o f ou r concer n t o fin d solution s t o th e problem s 
of youth . Th e lat e Presiden t Joh n F . Kenned y expresse d th e view : 
"If me n hav e th e talen t t o inven t ne w machine s tha t pu t me n ou t o f 
work, the y hav e th e talen t t o pu t thos e me n bac k t o work" . I t 
is n o wonder , therefore , tha t th e America n natio n ha s spen t suc h 
vast fortune s i n sendin g me n int o oute r spac e an d i n landin g me n 
on th e moon , no r that the y ar e alread y preparin g fo r th e journe y 
to oute r planets . Th e vas t resource s o f th e se a be d ar e alread y 
opening u p ne w vista s fo r som e nations . Wil l thes e new-foun d 
resources an d th e ye t unconquere d area s provid e th e challenge s 
and opportunitie s eagerl y awaite d b y ou r res t les s youth ? Wil l 
their fruit s b e share d b y al l nation s o r wil l the y merel y serv e t o 
widen th e ga p betwee n th e scientificall y an d technicall y advance d 
countries an d th e under-develope d countrie s o f th e world ? Wil l 
these new-foun d resource s serv e t o pu t me n bac k t o work ? 

When solution s t o th e problem s o f yout h ar e unde r discus -
sion, certai n question s mus t b e born e i n mind . How , fo r instance , 
do w e harnes s th e talen t an d skill s o f ou r yout h i n suc h a  manne r 
that w e d o no t impos e restraint s o n thei r dynamis m an d sens e o f 
creativity? Ho w ca n w e motivat e the m int o makin g a  contributio n 
to thei r ow n an d thei r country' s futur e progress ? Wha t contri -
bution shoul d yout h mak e t o th e political , social , cultura l an d 
economic developmen t o f thei r country , an d wha t forum s shoul d 
be ope n t o them ? Thi s obviousl y raise s th e ver y topica l questio n 
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of th e votin g ag e an d activ e participatio n i n politics . 

These ar e som e o f th e thought s whic h mus t commen d them -
selves t o yo u durin g you r deliberations . Al l countries , ric h an d 
poor alike , ow e i t t o thei r yout h t o trai n an d organiz e the m fo r 
service t o an d fo r thei r nativ e land . W e i n th e Caribbea n hav e 
recently embarke d o n a  ne w roun d o f co-operatio n i n economi c 
integration, i n th e sur e an d certai n knowledg e tha t man y o f th e 
problems o f th e regio n ca n onl y b e solve d b y th e unite d effort s 
of al l ou r people . Th e proximit y o f ou r countrie s t o eac h other , 
the similarit y o f ou r backgrounds , ou r clos e famil y tie s an d ou r 
common hope s an d aspirations , impos e upo n u s a  responsibilit y 
to com e t o eac h other ' s assistance . W e ar e please d t o shar e 
our join t experienc e wit h people s fro m othe r regions . Th e 
emphases ma y differ , bu t I  am certai n tha t ou r basi c problem s 
are th e same . Th e swiftnes s o f moder n communication s ha s 
reduced, i n term s o f time , th e siz e o f th e ear th , an d place s ou r 
neighbour's problem s righ t o n ou r doorstep . 

Your recommendation s ar e t o b e considere d a t th e nex t 
meeting o f Commonwealt h Prim e Minister s t o b e hel d i n Singapor e 
in earl y 1971 . I t behove s you , therefore , t o thin k globally , no t 
only regionally , realizin g a s yo u n o doub t d o tha t th e Common -
wealth i s sprea d ove r al l continents . 

I look forwar d t o receivin g a  cop y o f th e repor t o f you r 
deliberations. I  am confiden t tha t wit h th e talen t her e assembled , 
your discussion s wil l b e stimulating , impartia l an d objective , 
your recommendation s constructiv e an d practical . 

It i s wit h pleasur e tha t I  now declar e ope n thi s Caribbea n 
Seminar o n Yout h Employmen t an d Trainin g an d wis h yo u abundan t 
success i n you r deliberations . 
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