P REVFACE

This 1s the fifth in a series of 'accession kits'
being prepared by the Commonwealth Secretariat primarily
to assist governments of Commonwealth countries in
acceeding to selected international conventions. To date
these have been confined to the area of private interna-
tional law and include-

(i) The Hague Convention on the Service of
Process, The Taking of Evidence and
Legalisation

(ii) International Conventions in the Field
of Succession

(iii) The Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects
of International Child Abduction

(iv) International Conventions concerning Appli-
cations for and Awards of Maintenance

The present 'accession kit' has been prepared for
the Commonwealth Secretariat by Professor Keith Patchett,
whose continuing work with Professor David McClean in the
field of private international law has been widely
acclaimed throughout the Commonwealth and beyond.

Further work concerning Legal Aid and related
matters is being done by Professor McClean which will
complement the first 'kit' (on the Service of Process
etc.), also prepared by him.

Legal Division July 1980
Commonwealth Secretariat

Marlborough House

Pall Mall

LONDON SW1Y 5HX

iii



	Preface



