
Preface 

This wa s a  semina r i n whic h pa r t i c ipan t s , profess iona l 
pe rsonne l withi n th e fiel d studied , wer e invite d t o atten d a s 
indiv iduals , no t a s official s no r a s r ep re sen t a t i ve s o f th e govern -
ments o r organisa t ion s b y whic h the y a r e employed . Th e bas i c 
intention wa s t o provid e th e condition s an d opportunit y fo r a n 
intensive an d uninhibite d considerat io n o f th e problem s o f yout h 
and yout h t ra inin g i n a n Africa n se t t ing . 

The Africa n regio n provide d par t ic ipant s fro m Botswana , 
The Gambia , Ghana , Kenya , Lesotho , Malawi , Niger ia , 
S i e r r a Leone , Swazi land , Ugand a an d Zambia . I n addition , som e 
par t i c ipan ts wer e draw n fro m Commonwealt h countr ie s outsid e th e 
African regio n -  Br i t a in , Canada , Ceylon , Jamaic a an d Maur i t ius . 
O b s e r v e r s attende d fro m th e Spec ia l i se d Agencie s o f th e Unite d 
Nat ions , fro m th e Freedo m Fro m Hunge r Campaig n an d Oxfam . 
In addit ion , th e S e c r e t a r i a t invite d fou r consultant s -  wit h 
recognised exper t i s e i n pa r t i cu la r a r e a s wit h whic h th e semina r 
was concerne d -  t o atten d th e seminar , del ive r lea d pape r s an d 
par t ic ipa te full y i n d i s cus s ions . Thes e wer e P ro fe s so r 
Archibald Cal laway , M r . Ale c Dickson , M r . Davi d Moor e an d 
M r . P a t r i c k va n Rensburg . A  complet e l is t o f pa r t i c ipan t s , 
consu l tan t s , o b s e r v e r s an d S e c r e t a r i a t staf f i s provide d i n a n 
Appendix. 

The pre l iminar y plannin g o f th e semina r wa s c a r r i e d ou t 
by a  plannin g grou p se t u p b y th e S e c r e t a r i a t . Th e plannin g 
group p r e p a r e d genera l guideline s fo r th e detaile d wor k o f th e 
seminar . 

The semina r programm e sough t t o es tabl i s h a  balanc e 
between d iscuss ion s i n p lenar y sess io n o n genera l themes , 
intensive d i scuss ion s i n smal l group s o n pa r t i cu la r ques t ions , 
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and fiel d v i s i t s t o allo w par t ic ipan t s t o se e somethin g o f on-goin g 
youth t ra inin g i n Keny a an d t o d i scus s d i rec t l y wit h thos e engage d 
in thi s wor k th e day- to -da y problem s tha t a r e bein g encountered . 
A va r i e t y o f es tabl ishment s wer e vis i te d -  th e Keny a Nationa l 
Youth Se rv ic e bas e a t Yat ta , th e Nationa l Chr i s t ia n Counci l o f 
Kenya's "villag e polytechnic " a t Muc i i -wa-Ura t t a , th e Mwea -
Tebere r i c e scheme , th e S ta reh e Boys ' Centr e an d th e Chr is t ia n 
Indus t r ia l Tra in in g Centr e a t Pumwani . Th e co-opera t io n o f al l 
those concerne d wit h th e managemen t an d di rect io n o f thes e 
es tabl ishments i s gratefull y acknowledge d togethe r wit h th e 
a s s i s t ance i n th e organisat io n o f thes e v is i t s give n b y th e Depar t -
ment o f Communit y Developmen t an d Socia l S e r v i c e s , Governmen t 
of Kenya . 

The officia l openin g o f th e semina r wa s c a r r i e d ou t b y 
the the n Minis te r o f Commerc e an d Industr y i n th e Keny a Govern -
ment, Th e Hon . Mwa i Kibaki . Th e ful l tex t o f M r . Kibaki ' s 
speech i s include d i n th e Repor t , togethe r wit h th e tex t del ivere d 
on behal f o f th e Minis te r o f Labour , Th e Hon . E . N . Mwendwa , 
at th e closin g ceremony . I n acknowledgin g wit h grat i tud e th e 
contributions o f th e M i n i s t e r s , th e Commonwealt h S e c r e t a r i a t 
would a ls o wis h t o r e c o r d i t s thank s t o th e Governmen t o f Keny a 
for th e man y s e rv i ce s an d faci l i t ie s whic h i t provide d an d whic h 
went fa r toward s ensur in g tha t th e semina r r a n smoothly . 

The Chairmanshi p o f th e semina r wa s accepte d b y 
M r . Jonatha n Njenga , Di rec to r o f Communit y Developmen t i n th e 
Kenya Minis t r y o f Co-opera t ive s an d Socia l S e r v i c e s . 
M r . Njenga' s wisdo m an d exper ienc e wer e o f th e g rea t e s t valu e 
in guidin g p lenar y d i scuss ion s alon g fruitfu l l i n e s . 

The repor t in g o f th e semina r i s determine d b y th e kin d 
of gather in g i t wa s an d th e pe r sona l i t i e s wh o too k p a r t . I t wa s 
not th e intentio n o f th e meetin g t o la y dow n l ine s o f pol icy . Ther e 
were n o r e s o l u t i o n s . Th e semina r simpl y gathere d togethe r a 
wide rang e o f exper ienc e an d opinio n o n wha t i s a  ve r y ne w fiel d 
and one  r ega rd in g whic h ther e i s a l read y muc h con t rove r sy . Th e 
r e p o r t aim s t o ref lec t th e mai n viewpoint s advance d an d opinion s 
e x p r e s s e d . Th e r e su l t i s a  synthesi s o f th e mai n idea s an d a rgu -
ments o f th e th re e workin g g roups , togethe r wit h th e e s senc e o f 
the argument s advance d i n p lenar y sess ion s -  a s wel l a s i n th e 
informal ge t - toge ther s outsid e 'normal ' workin g h o u r s . Thi s i s 
supplemented b y th e reproduct io n i n ful l o f th e text s o f th e majo r 
contr ibutions i n p lenar y s e s s i o n s , includin g th e a d d r e s s e s o f th e 
consu l tan t s , an d b y a  se lect io n fro m th e semina r documents . 
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