Professor William D. Nordhaus of Yale University, USA, and Professor Edward Barbier and
Professor Jason Shogren of University of Wyoming, USA, contributed to this formation
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like to express my gratitude to them. Sincere thanks are due to Mr Falk Schmidt of THDP,
United Nations University (Bonn, Germany) who gave helpful comments. We would like
to thank the participants of the Climate Change and Economic Development Workshop,
African Economic Research Consortium, Nairobi (Kenya), April 2008 and IHDP Second
Annual Science Policy Dialogue on Energy, Sustainability and Societal Change held at
University of California, Santa Barbara, USA, June 2008, for providing useful comments
during the discussions on the book proposal.

We take this opportunity to thank Ms Constance Vigilance, Economic Advisor at the Small
States, Environment & Economic Management Section of the Commonwealth Secretariat
for her continuous support throughout this period and Mr Guy Bentham, Publications
Manager, Commonwealth Secretariat for organising the publication.

We are also very grateful to Mr Cletus Springer, Director of Sustainable Development at
the Organization of American States, whose comments and guidance on the first drafts
resulted in technically sound chapters which reflect the realities of small island develop-
ing states.

Last but not least we would like to thank Anooj Ayrga who provided editorial assistance
under his Commonwealth assignment. He managed against all the odds while working
with three different editors. His presence in the project was good for us because he is one
of the first group to come through our Master in Public Policy and Administration course,
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The idea to develop this book for public policy-makers in small states and students of public
policy emanated from the teaching of the module on environment and natural resource
analysis as part of the public policy and administration masters at the University of
Mauritius. In fact, Dr John L. Roberts gave the idea for this book and helped as an advisor
in various capacities. This book, part of a wider project that introduced the public policy
course at the University of Mauritius, benefitted from the lectures delivered by Dr Yeti Nisha
Madhoo, Dr John L. Roberts and Professor Shyam Nath. The ministries of finance, economic
development, environment and quality of life, international trade, foreign affairs and
regional co-operation, education and health, public utilities and social services contributed
by making their requirements for this course very specific. Moreover, academics from
various universities around the world provided useful inputs. These included Professor
James Robinson, Harvard University; Professor Alistair Munro, University of East Anglia;
Professor Mukul Asher, National University of Singapore; Professor Larry Schroeder,
Syracuse University; Professor Dan Atwood, Director of the School of International Social
Affairs, University of Minnesota; Professor Roy W. Bahl, Georgia State University, Atlanta;
and Professor Glenn Withers, Australian National University; University of Western
Australia in Perth, Washington State University in Seattle, National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy and Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi.

The Commonwealth Secretariat collaborated on the publication of this book as part
of its programme of assistance to its small member states; 32 of the 54 members of the
Commonwealth are small states. The Commonwealth has been at the forefront of advocacy
on behalf of small states, having devoted substantial resources to ensuring that
international development priorities take into account the issues affecting these countries.
This book is particularly useful for policy-makers in small states that are responsible for the
implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the further implementation of the Barbados
Programme of Action for the sustainable development of small island developing states.
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