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Foreword

At the 17th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers in 2009, the 
Commonwealth Secretariat was asked ‘to prioritise the work to take account of 
global trends’, including ‘Education for sustainable development, with particular 
emphasis on climate change’. Similarly, the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group 
identified climate change as a key priority for action by the Commonwealth in its 
recommendations presented to Commonwealth Heads of Government in 2011.

The Commonwealth’s focus on climate change is not coincidental. Of its 54 members, 
32 are considered small states – countries with a population of 1.5 million or less, or, 
like Jamaica and Papua New Guinea, countries which share many of the characteristics 
of small states.

Small developing states in the Caribbean Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific 
Ocean, a significant number of which are Commonwealth member countries, 
represent some of the most vulnerable countries with regard to climate change. They 
are already confronted with its effects, including rising sea levels, increasing drought 
and the increase in frequency and intensity of tropical cyclones or hurricanes. While 
current and forthcoming impacts of climate change on agriculture, fisheries, forestry, 
tourism and trade put their populations in danger, these states continue to have low 
adaptive capacity to climate change. Consequently the need to accelerate and deepen 
understanding and action on the environment is particularly pressing in these states.

Education for sustainable development (ESD) is an essential element of the global 
response to environmental challenges. ESD helps learners of all ages, especially 
young people, understand and address the impact of global warming, highlights 
and encourages changes in attitudes and behaviour to help mitigate evolving 
environmental concerns, and gives them the knowledge and skills necessary for 
them to adapt to that change. In particular, education of girls and women has a 
remarkable impact on the capacity of communities to better manage their livelihood 
practices and adapt to environmental change. While education can help address the 
root causes of environmental degradation in all countries by promoting sustainable 
lifestyles and development, the adaptation capacities of affected communities can be 
further enhanced by education programmes that explicitly prepare for disasters and 
promote indigenous knowledge.

This study identifies good practices in ESD, analysing the factors underlying their 
success and how they can be adapted to other contexts. The study also assists in 
understanding where shortfalls in ESD implementation lie, how these come about, 
and to learn from and apply the educational initiatives which have been shown to 
work, so filling in the gaps. The study will enable policy-makers and practitioners 
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to revitalise the delivery of ESD by revisiting the policies and support frameworks 
necessary to implement it successfully. It is hoped that the impact of the study will thus 
be felt from both ‘top-down’ and ‘bottom-up’ perspectives – and thereby contribute 
towards bridging the gap between policy and practice.

Esther Eghobamien

Interim Director, Social Transformation Programmes Division
Commonwealth Secretariat
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