
FOREWORD 

This revie w o f researche s an d studie s o f visua l perceptio n i n relatio n 
to teachin g an d learnin g i n Commonwealt h countrie s wa s originall y undertake n 
by Mr . Edwar d Clunies-Ross , wh o unfortunatel y ha d t o relinquis h th e tas k 
at a n earl y stag e o n accoun t o f ill-health . Mrs . Hele n Coppe n too k ove r th e 
work an d ha s provide d thi s collate d stud y whic h show s no t onl y wha t ha s 
been done , bu t ho w muc h ther e i s stil l t o d o befor e w e can , wit h confidence , 
exploit visua l mean s o f teachin g i n situation s wher e th e cultur e o f th e peopl e 
is considerabl y differen t fro m tha t o f th e Wester n technologica l societies . 
At th e sam e tim e i t doe s provid e guidanc e o n th e desig n o f visua l material s 
and identifie s clearl y certai n consideration s whic h shoul d b e observe d b y 
those wh o use diagrams , pictures , char ts , photograph s an d film s t o teac h 
both young an d ol d i n non-Wester n cultures . 

Teachers an d extensio n worker s everywher e wil l b e gratefu l t o th e 
Commonwealth Secretaria t fo r commissionin g thi s survey . Despit e th e 
plethora o f journal s an d conferences , th e fiel d worke r stil l find s i t difficul t 
to lear n abou t th e experience s o f other s involve d i n th e sam e problem s o f 
communication tha t bese t countrie s seekin g t o expan d an d improv e thei r 
education service s i n a n effor t t o improv e thei r socio-economi c conditions . 
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