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BANGLADESH 

At the moment no statistical data exist which reveal the exact present 
position of the book industry, though it can safely be said that there 
is a potential market for an indigenous industry. 

The Bangladesh School Textbook Board, an autonomous body, is 
responsible for the publication, production and distribution of textbooks, 
which presented enormous problems in the aftermath of the liberation 
war. But during 1972 the Board published and distributed textbooks 
free at primary level and at 40 per cent of the cost price to those in 
secondary schools. 

The Board has undertaken to produce 40 million copies of 105 titles 
during this academic session to the 7.5 million pupils at primary 
schools and 1.8 million in secondary classes. Textbooks on social 
studies have been re-written to conform to the aspirations of the new 
country. 

The main problem is the production and supply of the books in time. 
This is one of the reasons why it has not been possible to maintain a 
high standard of production. Other contributory factors include the 
dearth of paper, printing ink, type and block making materials, and 
trained personnel. 

As a means of effective distribution the Board and the book trade 
have combined to use the existing police stations (Thanas) as distribu-
tion points. The country now has 414 police stations with two agents 
each for the distribution of books. 

An ambitious programme has been launched by the Government to 
eradicate illiteracy; to help facilitate the campaigns book vans are 
needed. 

Among other needs are the establishment of local subsidiaries of 
publishing houses from Britain and other developed countries which 
could help in the local production of cheaper editions of textbooks for 
higher education; gift coupons for scientific and technical periodicals 
for the l ibraries of universities and research institutions; scholarships 
for training in book production and printing, and books for the deaf, 
dumb and blind. 

FIJI 

In 1971 there were 126,000 pupils in primary schools (about 90 per cent 
of all children of 6 - 13 attend school full-time), and 19,000 in post-
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primary inst i tut ions , r epresen t ing in all over a quar te r of the count ry ' s 
population. Estimated Government r e c u r r i n g expenditure on education 
for 1972 was a r e c o r d $ 9 , 4 4 4 , 0 0 0 . 

School books a re obtained in var ious ways -

i) P r imary schools rece ive allocations of books under 
the Government " F r e e I ssues of Texts" scheme. 

ii) Additional copies can be bought at cost p r i ce from 
the Government Supplies Department. 

iii) P r imary schools also rece ive an annual per capita 
grant under the P r imary School L i b r a r i e s Scheme, 
with which Head Teachers buy books, including 
fiction, from a selected catalogue p repa red by the 
Ministry of Education, Youth and S p o r t . 

iv) Government and Grant aided secondary schools rece ive 
annual allocations of funds for the purchase of textbooks 
and also l i b ra ry books . 

v) Local booksel lers stock textbooks for d i rec t sale to 
s tudents . 

vi) A new scheme is being formulated to help pr imary 
schools replace basic t e x t s . 

The Ministry of Education is establishing a book production unit for 
workbooks, local r e a d e r s , t e a c h e r s ' handbooks and ac t iv i ty c a r d s . Up 
till now some of this kind of work has been pr inted by local f i rms , o r , 
in the case of 4-colour product ions , pr inted o v e r s e a s . 

INDIA 

The explosion of educational and economic development, and the inc rease 
in l i te racy programmes leaves the Indian book industry poised to make 
great s t r ides in t h i s , the Second Development Decade. The book 
industry comprises both public and pr ivate sec to r s working toge ther , 
r ep resen ted by the Book Promotion Division of the Min i s t ry of Education 
and Social Welfare and the Federa t ion of Pub l i she rs and Booksel le rs 
Associations of India respec t ive ly . 

In the public sec tor the re a re organisat ions at National and State 
level to promote and a s s i s t product ion. The National Book Trus t is 
charged not only with popularising the reading habi t , but with t rans la t ing 
and publishing in multi-lingual editions ce lebra ted works and ch i ld ren ' s 
books . The l a rges t public sec tor publisher is the Publ ica t ions Division 
of the Ministry of Information and Broadcas t ing , which produces for both 
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adults and children about 200 titles a year, aimed at providing the public 
with authentic and up-to-date information for general reading and with 
cultural works. The National Council for Educational Research and 
Training prepares textbook material which may be translated and 
adopted by regional textbook agencies. An example of such an agency 
is the Tamil Nadu Textbook Society, an autonomous body entrusted by 
the State Government with the publication of textbooks, of which 450 
have already been published at college level alone. The 600 private 
publishers in the State of Tamil Nadu concern themselves with general 
and children's books. 

The strength and also weakness of the Indian book industry is its 
size, for it is divided into different languages and spread over the 
various regions. Subject-wise its production figures in 1969 were -

Humanities 11,927 titles 

Science and Tech- 1,806 
nology 

School textbooks 614 

Children's books 405 

Others 12,714 

This made India the eighth largest book producing country in the 
world (42.4 million copies of 14,145 titles were produced in 1970), 
but even this works out to an average of only 26 titles per million of 
population compared with the Asian average of 50 ti t les, while only 
Rs 360 million or 0.1 per cent of the Gross National Product is invested 
in the production and distribution of books. 

Book production therefore needs to be accelerated to meet the 
demands not only of the 68.34 million students that are estimated will 
be at elementary level by the end of the fourth Five Year Plan, 18.46 
million in middle c lasses , 10.4 million at secondary stage and 2.66 
million at tertiary level; but also for materials for new literates and 
for general reading matter. 

Among the recommendations made to the Government by the 
Federation of Publishers and Booksellers are the following targets for 
1975-80 - the increase in educational books from the present 16 pages 
per person per year to 64 pages and for general books from 4 to 36 
pages; doubling the production figures of titles to 28,000 and the 
investment to 0.2 per cent of the Gross National Product, which would 
require an annual average growth in investment rate of 20 per cent. 

In order to achieve these targets the following would be required -
the development of human resources by systematic training programmes, 
particularly through the establishment of the National In stitute of 
Training which is at present being considered; extension of the 
printing capacity and in particular greater use of offset and rotary 
presses : short and long term accomodation in terms of the financial 
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requirements of the industry: free flow into the country of ma te r i a l s , 
especial ly paper : the development of the machinery for distr ibution 
and expansion of the l i b r a ry system: Government finance to aid the 
indust ry , e . g . provision of free reading mater ial in schools : the 
seeking of international co-operat ion in the development of paper mills 
and printing plant . 

JAMAICA 

The Publication Branch of the Ministry of Education is responsib le 
for the provision of books for grades 1 - 9 in pr imary and al l -age 
schools . General ly one basic r e ade r is provided annually for every 
two enrolled pupils in grades 1 - 3 , and one for every th ree in grades 
4 - 9 . However the ra t io of books to pupils va r i e s according to subject 
a reas and g r a d e s , and the mathematics course now being introduced, 
which should be is land-wide in 1974, involves two workbooks per pupil 
in grades 1 and 2 . The allocation for books for pr imary and a l l -age 
schools for 1973-4 is likely to be $408,000 (in 1971-2 i t was $134,400) , 
which includes the production of a language programme for grade 1 and 
the s t a r t of a mathematics s e r i e s for grade 2 . 

At Junior Secondary level the Government opera tes a renta l scheme 
whereby students pay $5 a y e a r , of which $1 is refunded if the books 
a re re turned in good condition. Students in High Schools e i ther buy 
thei r own textbooks or ren t them, if the school has such a scheme. 

The Jamaica L ib ra ry Serv ice opera tes under the aegis of the Ministry 
of Education and in 1971/72 was allocated $221,830 for the purchase of 
books (an inc rease of some 75 p e r cent over the previous yea r ) and had 
374,910 members . The Jamaica L i b r a r y Se rv ice also runs the Schools 
L i b r a r y S e r v i c e , which se lec ts and buys books for the 68 junior Secon-
dary Schools and supplies about 760 p r imary and a l l -age schools with 
se ts of books which a r e changed regu la r ly . The School L i b r a r y Serv ice 
was allocated $184,503 in 1972/73 for the purchase of books . 

Some material has also been produced by the National L i te racy 
Programme, for which a new intensified programme is planned. 

Six companies a re operating as publ ishers in Jamaica, of whom 
the majority a r e concerned mainly with the promotion of books edited 
abroad. The provision of books at secondary level is sa t i s fac tory , 
but no completely suitable reading or language programme has yet 
been produced at pr imary l eve l . 

Local printing fac i l i t ies , though the quality of p r e s s - w o r k and 
reproduction is high, a re not yet suited to book produc t ion . Only one 
pr in te r can sew a book of 160 pages ; none can case -b ind . 

The Ministry of Education Bookstore d is t r ibutes books to schools 
and educational institutions (330,313 copies in 1971-72) . The Jamaica 
L ib ra ry Serv ice buys in bulk from pub l i she r s . However re ta i l 
booksel lers play an important ro le in distr ibuting books to the publ ic . 
Kingston itself has four l a rge bookshops and a number of smaller ones ; 
there a r e bookshops in the th ree other l a rges t towns; and s to res in 
country a r e a s might c a r r y a range of paperback fiction and popular 
school books . Pa ren t s who can afford to buy books for the i r chi ldren 
a r e actively encouraged to do s o . 
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MALAYSIA 

A young and active publishing industry has emerged since independence 
in 1957, and indeed most of the 70 or so publ ishers a re l e s s than ten 
yea r s old. Its existence has been fostered by the reform and 
r e s t ruc tu r ing of the educational system, and could be said to be 
favoured by a growing national economy. However, though cred i t 
facil i t ies have been devised and granted for local i n d u s t r i e s , book 
publishing has so far been excluded from these advantages . Thus 
expansion is hampered by lack of capital as well as by t h e lack of 
human r e s o u r c e s , inevitable in a young indus t ry . 

Outside the field of school textbooks, in which the functions of 
author and editor can be exerc i sed by those who a re p r imar i ly t e a c h e r s , 
the re is a genuine lack of experienced authors and t r a n s l a t o r s , and 
the t ra ined edi tors to guide them, par t i cu la r ly for books in the 
national language. The demand for books , par t icu lar ly at upper 
secondary and college leve l , and for general books, exceeds the human 
r e s o u r c e s that can provide them, and the financial r e s o u r c e s of the 
professional o rgan isa t ions , e . g . the Malaysian Book Publ i shers ' 
Association and the Malaysian Bookse l le r s ' Association a re not 
sufficient for the continued administration of t ra ining c o u r s e s . 

Book printing is in the hands mainly of about 25 major p r in t e r s 
each employing up to five 4-colour machines and a number of smaller 
p r e s s e s . Type-set t ing facil i t ies a re va r i ed and there is adequate 
binding machinery avai lable . All local ly-produced books a re printed 
in Malaysia , and in genera l the work is of a s tandard comparable with 
any developing count ry . However the re a re signs of s t r a in , and 
without capital investment it is possible that in the future the printing 
industry will not be able to cope efficiently with the demands which 
will be made on i t . There i s , however, no r e s t r i c t ion on the import 
of pape r , which comes from Japan, Sweden, Germany, Austra l ia and 
Taiwan, while two local manufacturers a r e capable of producing 
woodfree and wrapping p a p e r . 

Pub l i she r s supply the thousand or so re ta i l booksel lers in the 
country d i r e c t , at a discount of 20 - 25 p e r cent for school textbooks 
and 25 - 35 p e r cent for genera l books. The Dewan Bahasa dan Pus taka , 
however , has nine book-distr ibution agents in West Malaysia and 
two in the Eas t . 

Apart from schools , who buy seasonal ly , l i b r a r i e s a r e the main 
customers of the bookse l l e r s . There a r e about four hundred of t h e s e , 
mainly school l i b r a r i e s , but also including the recent ly establ ished 
National L i b r a r y , six s tate l i b r a r i e s , univers i ty and co l lege l i b r a r i e s , 
and r u r a l reading rooms attached to vil lage h a l l s . This number will 
i nc rease as a r e su l t of the Minis t ry of Educat ion 's School L ib ra ry 
Programme. 

Where p rac t i cab le , t ranspor ta t ion of books is done by road . It 
t a k e s , however , about a month for books from West Malays ia to reach 
Eas t Malaysia by s e a , and while it is difficult to supply the remote a reas 
of West Malaysia by road , in the East it is v i r tual ly impossible . The 



194 Summaries of Country Papers 

Malaysian postal system is a sat isfactory one, but the postal r a t e s a re 
l ess than conducive to the system being used for the t r anspor t of books . 

In 1970 over 15 million copies of books, mainly in English and Chinese , 
were imported from foreign coun t r i e s , most of them educational and 
ch i ldren ' s books from UK, S ingapore , USA, Hong Kong and Japan. 
Some overseas publ ishers have the i r own agents in Malaysia or 
S ingapore , while about twelve bookshops act also as wholesalers for 
foreign publicat ions. In 1969 West Malaysia alone imported newspapers 
and periodicals to the value of over M $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . About ten l a rge 
d is t r ibutors of imported magazines sell thei r wares through near ly 
2,500 out le ts , l a rge and small , on sale or r e t u r n . 

MAURITIUS 

There is a high l i t e racy ra t e among the population of 900 ,000, the 
majority of whom are of Indian descent , but the d ive r s i t y of languages 
accounts par t ly for the difficulty of local book produc t ion . The 
official language, and medium of ins t ruct ion, is English; the lingua 
franca and the predominant language for general r ead ing , is F rench ; 
while Hindi, Chinese and Urdu a re among the other languages in which 
reading mater ia ls a r e r e q u i r e d . Education accounts for 1/6 of the 
cu r ren t national budget, although at p resen t physical facil i t ies a re 
such that only one- th i rd of the pupils proceed to secondary schools . 

Book imports during 1971 amount to - school textbooks CIF 
value £1025 (just over £700 worth from UK); other books £642. 

The selling pr ice of books is general ly high. However textbooks 
commissioned by the Government a r e lent free to p r i m a r y school pupils 
while secondary school pupils pay a nominal fee . There is l i t t le choice 
in textbooks and changes a r e infrequent owing to the i r cost to parents 
and pupi ls . 

Government has in recent y e a r s commissioned pr imary textbooks 
from local and expatr ia te authors and ent rus ted them to foreign 
pub l i she r s . These compr ise : English; 3 volumes (published in UK) 
- F rench ; 6 volumes (F rance ) - Hindi; 5 volumes (India - Geography 
and Atlas (UK). The following subjects a r e being covered and tes ted 
out at p resen t : P r imary - General Sc ience , Ari thmetic, C iv ic s , Urdu, 
Tamil, Telegu and Mara th i ; Secondary - His tory and F r e n c h . A few 
local books of fiction have been adopted as set books in some pr ivate 
secondary schools . 

There a r e no publ ishers in Maur i t ius , and thus no edi tors or 
experienced i l l u s t r a t o r s . Local w r i t e r s take the i r MSS di rec t to 
whichever p r in te r quotes the lowest p r i c e , and themselves have to 
perform the functions of publisher and d i s t r ibu to r . The Archives Office 
r eco rds the pr ivate publication of 88 genera l books and fiction during 
1972. 



Mauritius 195 

P r i n t i n g w a s f i r s t p r a c t i s e d in M a u r i t i u s in 1767? and the f i r s t 
n e w s p a p e r a p p e a r e d in 1 7 7 3 . T o d a y t h e r e a r e 65 p r i n t e r s employing 
n e a r l y 800 p e o p l e . M o s t do jobbing w o r k by l e t t e r p r e s s . F o u r a r e 
c a p a b l e of p r o d u c i n g good q u a l i t y i l l u s t r a t e d books a n d , l i ke t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t P r e s s and t h e f ive l e a d i n g d a i l i e s , h a v e mach ines 
m a i n t a i n e d by f o r e i g n t e c h n i c i a n s o r l o c a l l y t r a i n e d o n e s . All m a c h i n e r y 
and p a p e r a r e i m p o r t e d . 

T h e r e a r e w e l l - s t o c k e d pub l i c l i b r a r i e s in t he t o w n s , and a few 
mobi le l i b r a r i e s . E a c h s c h o o l h a s a l i b r a r y t o o . T h e r e a r e b o o k s h o p s 
in t h e t o w n s , and in the v i l l a g e s some g e n e r a l s h o p s s t o c k a few b o o k s . 

The g r o w t h of e d u c a t i o n a l TV and r a d i o and the new C o l l e g e of the 
A i r i s l i k e l y to i n c r e a s e the c r a v i n g for r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l , a s the 
r e s p o n s e to I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book Y e a r d e m o n s t r a t e d . 

P A P U A NEW GUINEA 

As in mos t d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , t h e o r i g i n a l s y s t e m of e d u c a t i o n 
w a s f o r e i g n , and in t he main i m p o s e d by m i s s i o n a r i e s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
and m e r c h a n t s . 

The o r i g i n a l s y l l a b u s e s for t he P r i m a r y 'T' and P r i m a r y 'A' 
c u r r i c u l u m s c h o o l s w e r e b a s i c a l l y A u s t r a l i a n , wh i l e t he Dual s c h o o l s 
u s e d bo th t y p e s to s u i t t h e two r a c i a l s t r e a m s of p u p i l s . Dur ing the 
l a s t d e c a d e two c o u r s e s h a v e b e e n p u b l i s h e d to ma tch the E n g l i s h 
s y l l a b u s , t h e M i n a n d a S e r i e s ( J a c a r a n d a P r e s s ) and the P a c i f i c 
S e r i e s (Oxford U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s ) . Up un t i l r e c e n t l y a l l t e a c h i n g 
m a t e r i a l s w e r e p r o d u c e d o v e r s e a s . O r d e r s w e r e c o l l a t e d by the 
t h r e e C u r r i c u l u m S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s and s e n t to the D e p a r t m e n t of 
E x t e r n a l T e r r i t o r i e s , who wou ld c a l l for t e n d e r s . T h i s m e t h o d , and 
t h e communica t ion s y s t e m wi th in t he i s l a n d , w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e for 
m a t e r i a l s some t imes t a k i n g two y e a r s to r e a c h the s c h o o l s . 

In 1971 the P a c i f i c H o r i z o n s R e a d i n g S c h e m e of s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
m a t e r i a l fo r S t a n d a r d s 5 and 6 w a s c o m p l e t e d , a n o n - c o m m e r c i a l 
v e n t u r e w r i t t e n on a v o l u n t a r y b a s i s by l o c a l t e a c h e r s . T h i s p o l i c y 
i s now b e i n g e x t e n d e d to m a t h s , s c i e n c e and l a n g u a g e c o u r s e s . 
L o c a l p r i n t e r s a r e now a l s o be ing e m p l o y e d , and a l l the m a t e r i a l s 
fo r t h e p r i m a r y s c i e n c e p r o g r a m m e ( d e v i s e d u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n of a 
U n e s c o a d v i s e r ) w e r e p r i n t e d and m a n u f a c t u r e d in t h e c o u n t r y . 

T h e E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t h a s a P u b l i c a t i o n s B r a n c h and a 
P r o d u c t i o n C e n t r e , wh ich t o g e t h e r c a n p r o d u c e r e l e v a n t m a t e r i a l 
c h e a p l y and in suf f ic ien t q u a n t i t i e s . T h e D i s t r i b u t i o n C e n t r e s e n d s 
t he m a t e r i a l s to t h e D i s t r i c t E d u c a t i o n O f f i c e s , who d i s t r i b u t e i t by 
a i r , s e a o r r o a d to t h e s c h o o l s . 
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SIERRA LEONE 

The basic situation has been exhaustively studied by two Unesco 
consul tants , Philip H a r r i s and Douglas P e a r c e in 1970 and 1972 
respec t ive ly , and by Clifford Fyle of the Universi ty of S i e r r a Leone . 
All have repor ted on the need for books by S i e r r a Leonean authors 
at all levels in English and the local languages ( there a re 14 languages 
spoken among the population of 3 million), but par t icu la r ly textbooks 
designed for the educational system, supplementary reading material 
with a local background, books for middle-level manpower t ra in ing , 
and pract ical works for functional l i t e r acy . International Book Year 
was seen and taken as an opportunity for the Minis ter of Education to 
announce that action was intended to develop local book production. 

Most books used in S i e r r a Leone a re imported, though the S i e r r a 
Leone Univers i ty , the Publications Cent re of Njala Universi ty College 
and the United Chr is t ian Council L i t e ra tu re Bureau publish some books 
on local aspects in ce r ta in subject a r e a s . The Publ ica t ions Unit of 
the Ministry of Education published in 1965/66 a T e a c h e r s ' Guide, 
a Handbook of suggestions for Teachers and a C a r e e r s for School 
Leavers Handbook; it now regu la r ly produces a Journal of Education, 
and other i tems. 

"The Ministry of Education is moving towards a system which will 
facilitate the purchase for pr imary schoo l s . " Secondary school pupils 
a re requi red to buy thei r own textbooks, but students in Teache r s ' 
Colleges and scholarship holders at Univers i ty level rece ive a book 
allowance. Pr imary schools also par t ic ipate in a l i b r a ry se rv ice 
whereby they may borrow one book per child from mobile l i b r a r i e s 
and re ta in them for some six months. Th i s , and other l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s , 
a re provided by the L ib ra ry Board . 

The lack of local book production facili t ies with the resul t ing need 
to import books with the attendant freight charges and other f ac to r s , 
is causing concern with r e g a r d to the p r ice of books in S i e r r a Leone . 
It is hoped that this is one of the points which the proposed National 
Book Development Council will take up . The Council ' s main method 
of working will be through the book indus t ry , which it will help to 
establ ish and promote. It will not itself indulge in any of the activit ies 
which a re the responsibi l i ty of the indus t ry . 

SINGAPORE 

The population of about 2 . 1 million, about a q u a r t e r of whom a r e of 
school or co l lege-age , comprises th ree major g roups : Chinese (76 p e r 
cent) , Malay (15 p e r cent) and Indian and Pakis tani (7 p e r cent) . While 
English i s the language of administrat ion, law and government, all four 
languages rece ive equal treatment for official purposes and a r e 
represen ted in the mass media and in the education system, in which 
paren ts can choose the medium of instruct ion for the i r chi ldren, 
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though a second language is compulsory from the f i rs t yea r of school . 
The book t rade ref lects this d ivers i ty of language, and is as a 

resu l t fragmented, publ ishers ( there a r e 32 members of the Singapore 
Pub l i she rs Associat ion) , p r i n t e r s and booksel le rs tending to specia l ise 
in a pa r t i cu la r language. In spite of t h i s , the emphasis on education 
and the re la t ively high pe r capita income have made textbook publishing 
a viable pa r t of the indus t ry . 

However there is a growing and genuine need for second language 
supplementary reading mater ia l , especial ly in the Asian languages; 
for c lo se r orientat ion of textbooks to the learning needs of the chi ldren; 
and for the provision of ch i ld ren ' s l i t e ra tu re which r e f l ec t s the Asian 
r a the r than Wes te rn he r i t age . 

It is S ingapore ' s dec lared ambition to become an important 
international printing c e n t r e , which it is achieving with the influx 
of capital and technological exper t i se pa r t i cu la r ly from USA and Japan. 
But the p r o c e s s can be hastened by more systematic t raining of 
technic ians . At the same time it has been recommended that the 
National Book Development Council should appoint a Training Board 
and in conjunction with the Pub l i she r s ' Associat ion, special t raining 
committees, to improve the exper t i se in publishing. 

Bookselling is causing some concern . It is under -cap i ta l i sed , 
and the industry is mainly concerned with competing in t h e textbook 
field. There a r e few outlets for general books . Help and encouragement 
a r e needed, pa r t i cu la r ly for the more responsib le bookse l le r s . 

Singapore is a signatory nei ther to UCC or to B e r n e . Local 
copyright legislat ion is based on the UK Act of 1911. P i r acy is not 
uncommon, and publ ishers can only take action under the Trade Marks 
Ordinance . 

SRI LANKA 

Though 80 p e r cent of the population a r e l i t e r a t e , the i r reading is l a rge ly 
confined to newspapers and magazines . And the r a t e of local book 
production has shown marked fluctuations, e . g . 

Year Number of t i t les 

1961 2025 
1963 1383 
1964 1488 
1965 1129 
1967 1534 
1971 1545 
1972 900 

Various factors must be taken into account. About 90 p e r cent of the t i t les 
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have been published by the authors themselves or by c o - o p e r a t i v e s 
which a re not r egu la r pub l i she r s . The Government took over in 1964 
the publication of "educational and examination textbooks" . The 
present "slowing down" can be attr ibuted mainly to the severe 
economic c r i s i s in the country . Fore ign exchange re s t r i c t ions have 
prevented the importation of machinery, inc reased the pr ice of ink 
and severely hampered the availability of pape r . The amount of 
locally-manufactured paper comprises only about one- third of the 
country ' s r equ i rements . Of this the Government r equ i r e s 75 p e r cent ; as 
a resu l t there has grown up a "black marke t" , resul t ing in an 
increase in the pr ice of commercially produced books . At the same 
time it is recognised that since the Government took over the 
publication of a cer ta in a r ea of textbooks, the quality of these has 
improved and the p r i ces reduced . 

The languages in which books a re published a r e Sinhala , Tamil 
and, to a much l e s s e r extent , Engl ish . A popular book in Sinhala 
will sell 6000 copies in two y e a r s , though an average printing run 
is 3000. Only 1500-2000 will be printed of an equivalent book in Tamil . 

When the Government assumed responsibi l i ty for school books, the 
private sec tor was left with the task of producing supplementary books 
and crea t ive w o r k s . Normally the publ i sher , the d is t r ibu tor and 
sometimes the re ta i l t r a d e r , a r e one, and the Government en t rus t s 
the books it publishes to the pr ivate s e c t o r . 

A big obstacle to local publishing is the cost of type-set t ing in 
Sinhala and Tamil, owing to the la rge number of c h a r a c t e r s involved*. 
This can amount to half the p r ice of the published book. 

The S r i Lanka Book Development Council is taking steps to 
encourage the publication of c rea t ive l i t e r a t u r e , to the extent of 
considering the purchase of a minimum of 2000 copies of a book. And 
if the S r i Lanka National L ib ra ry Serv ice Council can implement a 
broad scheme of buying, publishing of genera l works can be more 
fruitful. In 1971/72 only 178 out of 1348 local government bodies 
ut i l ised the money allocated by the Government for l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s . 

Although the S r i Lanka Book Development Council has only been 
in existence for five months, it has a l ready initiated a c t i o n o n severa l 
f ronts , e . g . postal r a t e s for books; the law rela t ing to roya l t i e s ; 
exhibitions and book fa i r s ; t rans la t ions from Sinhala into Tamil and 
vice v e r s a ; the proposed establishment of a major book depot and 
inquiry serv ice in Colombo for re ta i l t r a d e r s ; and the prepara t ion 
of a scheme in consultation with the Government Paper Mills Corporat ion 
for paper for books to be more readi ly avai lable . 

*Edi to r ' s Note: i t has been estimated that 95 p e r cent of type-set t ing 
in S r i Lanka i s done by hand. 



Western Samoa 199 

WESTERN SAMOA 

The f i rs t l i t e ra tu re in the Samoan language was pr imer r e a d e r s printed 
in 1830 by the pioneering miss ionary , John Will iams. Short ly af terwards 
the Bible was t rans la ted into Samoan, and for the next hundred yea r s or 
so pas to r s were vi r tual ly the only t eachers of the pr inted word, even 
when the country became a Mandate and the New Zealand Government 
establ ished schools . Today almost every family p o s s e s s e s at leas t one 
Samoan Bible , and the whole population is l i t e r a t e . 

After World War II the need to l ea rn English to pass overseas 
examinations was recognised , and this factor , combined with the 
employment of local t eache r s and l e a d e r s , some of them t ra ined o v e r s e a s , 
resu l ted in a genera l improvement of the s tandards of t h e village schools . 
Government schools were supplied with books in Engl ish , pr inted in New 
Zealand or in Africa. None were pr inted in Samoan, which was banned 
as a language in some top schools . Ove r seas examination r e su l t s 
improved and English became the mother tongue of many people. 

This was all ve ry well , but a new generat ion was growing up which 
had li t t le appreciat ion or knowledge of the Samoan cul ture or language. 
To offset t h i s , the study of Samoan was made compulsory at all levels 
in school , and in 1964 a School Publications Division was establ ished 
to supply reading mater ia l in the ve rnacu la r which would help in the 
teaching of language, customs and t radi t ions . 

Most of the books published so far a re for pr imary schools -
collections of s t o r i e s , l egends , t r ans la ted c l a s s i c s , songs and poems -
and for t e a c h e r s . There a r e about 35000 chi ldren in pr imary schools , 
and the average pr int run of 8,000 copies at leas t allows for c lass sets 
for all schools . Since the beginning of the project there has been a 
marked improvement in wri t ten work in Samoan. 

The Division suffers from a lack of t ra ined i l l u s t r a t o r s , and also 
from demands on the Government Pr int ing Works , but special equipment 
for i ts own use is on o r d e r . 




