
INTRODUCTION 

In 196 8 th e Commonwealt h S e c r e t a r i a t c a r r i e d ou t a  smal l r e s e a r c h 
p ro j ec t o n th e exchang e o f informat io n abou t c u r r e n t r e s e a r c h i n educa t io n i n 
the deve lopin g c o u n t r i e s o f th e Commonweal th . Thi s followe d a  sugges t io n 
that th e Commonwealt h S e c r e t a r i a t coul d useful l y s e r v e a s a  c l e a r i n g hous e 
fo r th e d i s semina t io n o f suc h in format ion . Th e ai m o f th e p ro jec t wa s t o 
e s t a b l i s h w h e t h e r o r no t t h e r e wa s a  genuin e nee d fo r thi s typ e o f ac t iv i t y and , 
if s o , t o a s s e s s wha t for m an d c o v e r a g e shoul d b e a t tempte d i n futur e 
e d i t i o n s . I t w a s hope d tha t suc h exchang e o f informat io n woul d l ea d t o th e 
e s t ab l i shmen t o f usefu l p r o f e s s i o n a l c o n t a c t s betwee n r e s e a r c h p e r s o n n e l . 

F o r th e p u r p o s e s o f th e p ro jec t a  l imite d numbe r o f Commonwealt h 
c o u n t r i e s w e r e invi te d t o p rov id e informat io n o n th e educa t iona l r e s e a r c h 
p r o g r a m m e s i n p r o g r e s s i n t h e i r u n i v e r s i t i e s an d r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t i o n s . T o 
k e e p th e p ro j ec t t o a  manageab l e s i z e th e informat io n sough t wa s r e s t r i c t e d t o 
staff an d d e p a r t m e n t a l r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s . Th e r e p l i e s r e c e i v e d w e r e 
co l l a t ed an d publ i she d i n a  bookle t ' C u r r e n t R e s e a r c h i n Educa t io n i n Som e 
Developing C o u n t r i e s o f th e Commonwealt h 1 9 6 8 ' . Th e bookle t wa s d i s -
t r i bu t ed t o th e p a r t i c i p a n t s , educa t iona l r e s e a r c h ins t i tu t ion s an d t o p r o -
minent e d u c a t i o n i s t s throughou t th e Commonweal th . Comment s r e c e i v e d fro m 
them hav e conf i rme d tha t th i s exchang e o f informat io n wa s indee d va luab l e , 
and tha t a n annua l o r b ienn ia l publ ica t io n wit h a  w i d e r c o v e r a g e woul d b e a n 
effect ive con t r ibu t io n t o th e exchang e o f informat io n an d i d e a s . 

It wa s t h e r e f o r e dec ide d t o compil e informatio n o n c u r r e n t r e s e a r c h 
in educa t io n fo r th e y e a r 1969 , l ay in g emphas i s o n t h e s e p rob lem s r e l a t i n g t o 
educa t ion i n th e deve lopin g c o u n t r i e s o f th e Commonwealt h whic h w e r e th e 
sub j ec t s o f inves t iga t io n withi n thos e c o u n t r i e s a s wel l a s i n th e mor e 
advanced c o u n t r i e s o f th e Commonweal th . Fo l lowin g th e p r a c t i c e e s t a b l i s h e d 
with th e 196 8 ed i t i on , informat io n w a s r e q u e s t e d onl y abou t p r o j e c t s u n d e r -
taken b y facul t y member s an d s e n i o r r e s e a r c h p e r s o n n e l o r a s join t d e p a r t -
menta l a c t i v i t i e s . 

The r e s p o n s e t o th e S e c r e t a r i a t ' s inv i ta t io n h a s bee n v e r y 
e n c o u r a g i n g . Rep l i e s hav e bee n r e c e i v e d fro m twent y c o u n t r i e s an d c o v e r 
a wid e r a n g e o f top ic s r e f l ec t in g th e a r e a s o f p r i o r i t i e s i n i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 
B e c a u s e o f th e s h o r t a g e o f tim e no t a l l i n s t i t u t ion s hav e bee n ab l e t o suppl y 
in fo rmat ion , an d i n som e i n s t a n c e s de ta i l e d accoun t s o f p r o j e c t s coul d no t b e 
p r o v i d e d . I t i s hope d tha t fu tur e ed i t ion s wil l b e mor e c o m p l e t e . 

A wor d abou t th e c a t a l o g u i n g . C o u n t r i e s hav e bee n l i s t e d 
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y fro m e a s t t o wes t i n th e hop e tha t th i s wil l h e l p ident i f icat io n 
of a r e a s o f r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s o n a  r eg iona l b a s i s , thu s promot in g meaning -
ful c o n t a c t s be twee n p e r s o n s work in g o n s i m i l a r o r complementar y s u b j e c t s . 

The Commonwealt h S e c r e t a r i a t we lcome s comment s o n th e publ ica t io n 
and s u g g e s t i o n s fo r th e ref inemen t o f p r e s e n t a t i o n o f informatio n i n fu tur e 
e d i t i o n s . 
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