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It is a pleasure to commend this report t o al l who are concerned wit h mathematica l 
education. Two weeks is all too shor t a  period o f time fo r delegate s from a  variety o f 
countries t o b e abl e t o lif t thei r eye s fro m thei r ow n pressin g problems , t o loo k a t 
those o f thei r fello w delegates , an d the n t o com e togethe r i n a n understandin g o f 
common aim s an d objective s i n their various educational programmes . I t i s a tribute 
to the educationa l tie s which bind u s in the Commonwealth , an d t o al l the individua l 
delegates, tha t i n tw o week s no t onl y wa s there fel t t o b e a common purpos e i n the 
work o f the Conference , bu t als o that th e groundwork o f thi s report coul d b e laid so 
firmly. 

Naturally mos t commo n groun d wa s foun d i n practic e a t th e bas e o f ou r educa -
tional pyramid , i n primar y education . Thi s i s reflecte d i n th e dept h t o whic h th e 
Conference wa s abl e t o g o i n considerin g wor k a t thi s level . Secondar y mode s o f 
education diffe r markedl y fro m on e par t o f th e Commonwealt h t o another , bu t a s 
the Secretary-Genera l o f th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t ha s remarke d elsewhere , 
the Commonwealt h i s no t concentric , bu t polycentric ; a s th e chapte r o n Common -
wealth Co-operatio n i n thi s repor t shows , w e ca n dra w strengt h fro m ou r wealt h o f 
differing pattern s a t secondar y leve l rather tha n seein g weakening divisions in them . 

It wa s no t th e purpos e o f th e Conferenc e t o g o beyon d a  settin g ou t o f basi c 
principles: th e prescriptio n o f administrativ e actio n wa s no t i n its brief. I t wa s con-
cerned t o produce , jus t a s othe r conference s o f thi s kin d hav e produced, a  guide t o 
action unde r th e ver y differen t condition s whic h exis t i n ou r variou s countries . I f 
the reade r eve r think s th e Conferenc e wa s unaware o f th e har d fact s o f lif e i n de -
veloping countries he should read the background papers submitted t o the Conferenc e 
by Governments . Delegate s wer e onl y to o wel l awar e o f th e practica l problem s 
involved, in any country , i f their suggeste d principle s were to be acted on . 

Not th e leas t o f th e scarc e resources, exacerbating th e problems which exis t i n all 
our educationa l programmes , i s the huma n one , the trained competen t teacher . Th e 
need t o hel p presen t an d futur e teacher s i n today' s climat e o f curriculu m renewa l 
and developmen t wa s a  matte r o f dee p concer n t o delegates . Thi s concer n wa s 
reflected i n thei r practica l suggestion s fo r th e developmen t o f the principle o f joint 
effort i n introducin g ne w materia l int o th e classroom , s o tha t individua l teacher s 
can rely o n the suppor t an d help o f thei r peer s in centres set aside for thi s purpose . 



Such thinkin g reflecte d th e convictio n o f al l delegate s that educatio n i s above al l 
a practical human activit y involvin g men an d women , and childre n wh o rightly com e 
into ou r school s i n large r and large r numbers , in all their shape s and sizes , with thei r 
advantages an d limitations , wit h bot h hope s an d fears . I f i n dealin g wit h mathe -
matical educationa l principle s thi s repor t reflect s thi s broade r conviction , the n 
delegates will be well satisfied . 

It wa s th e hop e o f th e Conference tha t th e repor t woul d hel p those concerne d t o 
further mathematica l education , a t al l levels , i n al l our countries . The effort s o f th e 
Conference wer e directe d wholl y toward s tha t end . I  kno w tha t delegates , author s 
and editor s woul d wis h th e repor t t o b e judged b y it s influence i n practice a s much 
as, i f no t mor e than , fo r it s intrinsi c meri t a s a  documen t abou t mathematica l 
education. 
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