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Universal Periodic Review

What is Universal Periodic Review?

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a new United Nations human rights mechanism that
started in 2008. It will examine the human rights records of all 192 UN member states
once every four years. It is an inter-governmental process where countries sitting on the
Human Rights Council (HRC) assess the human rights record of each country in turn. This
is a new approach, and a departure from the assessments made by the UN human rights
treaty bodies, which are made up of independent experts.

The ultimate aim of the review is to improve the realisation of human rights for people of
all countries through the support and encouragement of their governments in the imple-
mentation of agreed recommendations on human rights.

On what is the review based?

The HRC reviews the human rights record of each country according to three sources: a
report prepared by the country under review; a compilation of information derived from
the UN human rights system; and a summary of information given by other stakeholders
such as non-government organisations and national human rights institutions (NHRIs).

What is the output of UPR?

The output of the review is a document containing (a) conclusions and recommendations
made by the countries in the Human Rights Council and (b) voluntary commitments
made by the country under review.

Following the UPR...

Following the review, each country has a duty to implement the recommendations con-
tained in the final document adopted by the Human Rights Council. During the subse-
quent review, four years later, each country’s progress against these recommendations
will be considered.
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