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Table 1.1 

Table 1.1: Gender empowerment measure 

Sex Share of 
parliamentary 
seats % 

Share of 
administrative & 
managerial 
positions % 

Share professional 
& technical 
position % 

Share of 
economically 
active 
population % 

Share of 
total 
population % 

Gender 
empowerment 
measure 

Female 7.8 25 26 68 51 0.3483 

Male 92.2 75 74 32 49 

Source: Sierra Leone Human Development Report 

Note: The percentage of female share of parliamentary seats has increased to 8% mainly due to the proportional representation system. 
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Table 5.1 

Table 5.1: GDP sectoral breakdown- value (million leones) + percentage by industrial origin at constant 1990/91 
prices (1990-1999) 

Revises Projection 

1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 82,602 58,4 57,874 64,067 66,245 67,570 69,664 69,724 65,393 65,733 
% 45.5 36.3 38 39.8 43.1 48.7 47.9 59.8 55.7 58.4 
Industry 34,887 57,003 45,245 50,988 39,625 30,912 32,480 17,431 19,851 18,712 
% 19.2 35.4 29.7 31.7 25.5 22.3 22.3 14.9 16.9 16.6 
Mining and Quarring 20,271 40,157 28,873 33,377 20,493 12,983 14,040 11,641 10,204 7,776 
% 11.2 25 19 20.8 13.3 9.4 13.1 10 8 6.9 
Manufacturing and Handicrafts 11,603 12,589 14,050 13,698 13,945 13,152 10,080 3,859 8,572 6,517 
% 6.4 9.8 9.2 8.5 9.1 9.5 6.9 3 3 5.6 5.8 
Electricity and Water Supply 407 311 196 108 683 708 1,120 701 968 1,311 
% 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.8 1.2 
Construction 2,606 3,945 2,127 3,805 4,143 4,059 2,240 1,230 2,107 3,107 
% 1.4 2.5 1.4 2.4 2.7 2.9 1.5 1.1 1.8 2.8 
Services 59 40,665 43,121 38,858 41,368 33,354 35,647 24,352 27,082 24,638 
% 32.6 25.3 28.3 24.7 26.9 24.1 24.5 20.9 23.1 21.9 
Trade and Tourism 29,165 21,507 24,540 22,103 23,694 16,727 16,406 10,305 11,329 10,042 
% 16.1 13.4 16.1 13.7 15.4 12.1 11.3 8.8 9.6 8.9 
Transport Storage & Communication 16,419 9,802 9,498 8,254 7,354 5,293 9,871 7,976 8,193 6,329 
% 9.0 6.1 6.2 5.1 4.8 3.8 6.8 6.8 7 5.6 
Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 5,801 2,001 2,107 2,257 4,381 4,789 3,244 1,878 1,936 2,008 
% 3.2 1.2 1.4 1.4 2.8 3.5 2.2 1.6 1.6 1.8 
Government Services 6,123 6,637 5,814 5,233 5,065 5,047 3,742 2,586 3,396 3,271 
% 0.9 0.4 0.8 0.6 0.6 1.1 1.6 1.4 1.9 2.9 
Other Services 1,649 717 1,161 1,011 873 1,498 2,324 1,607 2,229 3,027 
% 0.9 0.4 0.8 0.6 0.6 1.1 1.6 1.4 1.9 2.7 
Less Imported Financial Charges 1,673 1,580 1,229 1,185 966 973 644 586 652 824 
% 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 
GDP 181,624 160,859 152,332 160,332 153,849 138,680 145,549 116,656 117,487 112,485 
% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Deflated by Official Exchange rate 1227.19 547.14 305.28 280.8 253.88 183.93 158.04 118.8 75.17 61.88 
(period average mid-rate) 

Source: C.S.O., BSL and ADB 
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Table 5.2 

Table 5.2: Inflation, money, credit and interest rate 1990/91-1999 

1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Inflation (%) 

Period (annual/year-on-year) 102.9 117.1 34.5 15.1 22.3 34.5 6.4 66.9 -5.6 36.7 

12 Month Average (1) - - - 18 24.2 25.5 23.1 15 35.6 29.3 

3 Months on Annual Basis (2) 29 9.6 22.9 -7.9 142 5.6 95.8 

Money and Credit 

Broad Money (Le M) 17.818 31.398 41.834 48.9724 53.751 63.868 82.335 126.634 140.899 194.158 

Reserve Money (Le M) 12.395 20.758 24.095 24.995 31.352 36.375 41.903 84.341 71.045 87.852 

Net Domestic Credit 35.682 24.139 21.076 18.752 22.000 426.58 431.68 501.145 537.572 604.813 

4 3 

O/W Credit to Govt. 32.42 15.974 10.657 3.754 6.062 408.56 429.69 473.524 506.752 577.433 

3 7 

Money Multiplication 1.4 1.5 1.7 2 1.7 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.5 

Interest Rate (%) 

Commercial Bank's Prime Rate 
(End Period) 

27 35 57 39 28 30 29.0 25.8 32.0 33.0 

3 Month deposit rate 
(period average) 

(-) 58 43 18 6.7 7.3 13.0 9.9 7.0 9.4 

12 month deposit rate 
(period average) 

23 25 46 21 8.0 11.0 18.5 13.9 10.3 12.2 

Treasury Bills (effective yield) 
(period average) 

21.4 70.6 43.8 20.3 8.4 27.9 27.8 12.7 22.4 32.4 

Source: Ministry of Finance, Dev. & Economic Planning, BSL, CSO 
Note: 1. Calculated as the change in the average index for the latest 12 months over the proceeding 12 months 

2. The change in the average index of the latest 3 months over the preceeding 3 months annualised 
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Table 5
3

 

Table 5.3: Recurrent budget estimates (million leones) expenditure classification (selected years) 

PARTICULARS 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995/96 1998** 2000 

Total recurrent Expenditure (as budgeted) * 66,269 74,174 83,032 81,171 257,281 

Health 2341 4591 5173 6190 6518 15235 
% of Total. 3.5% 6.2% 6.2% 7.0% 8.0% 5.9% 
% of GDP 0.5% 0.9% 0.5% 0.8% 0.6% 0.1% 

Education 9209 9715 12002 12386 11349 46985 
% of Total 13.9% 13.1% 14.5% 14.1% 14.0% 18.3% 
% of GDP 2.1% 1.8% 1.9% 1.6% 1.1% 3.3% 

Foreign Interest 15751 14555 10919 3126 37713 
% of Total 23.8% 19.6% 13.2% 3.6% 14.7% 
% of GDP 3.6% 2.7% 1.8% 0.4% 2.6% 2.6% 

Defence *** 10028 12987 19603 22931 NA *** 20190 
% of Total 15.1% 17.5% 23.6% 26.1% 7.8% 
% of GDP 2.3% 2.4% 3.1% 3.0% 1.4% 

Source: Sierra Leone Government: Recurrent and Development estimate (various years) 
Notes: * Incidental charges 

** July and December 1998 only 
*** Referencies, allocation to Ministry of Defence, the Military, Ecomog, and Emergency Defence 
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Table 5.4
 

Table 5.4: Government finance (million leones) - (1990/91-99) 

1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Domestic Revenue 7,835 18,231 35,385 54,543 67,448 62,393 87,334 45,333 76,578 85,819 

Expenditure 17,801 33,759 61845 81,144 97,845 126,783 148,664 1,002,222 185,011 265,604 

Overall Fiscal Balance 
(on commitment basis) 

9,966 15,528 26,460 -26,601 -30,397 -64,391 -61,330 -56,889 108,433 -179,785 

Domestic Financing (net in Million 
Leones, end period basis) 

10,641 16,142 16,612 18,173 24,706 26,003 38,482 80,621 1,182,233 88,807 

Source: EPRU, Ministry of Finance 
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Table 5.5 

Table 5.5: Balance of payments (million leones) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

Goods and Services (net) -8371 1638 -6392 -42651 -79612 115021 217408 83697 

Exports F.O.B. 21175 44156 75104 67112 66056 -31318 43070 15428 

Imports F.O.B. 21269 -40921 -69432 -106175 -110739 126978 208543 10605 

Trade Balance -94 3235 5672 39063 -42684 95660 165273 55177 

Services (net) -8465 -1597 -12064 -3587 -39928 19361 51935 28520 

Transfers 

Private 10 787 1991 1740 628 18280 23747 -5994 

Official 1026 2104 1664 7825 26694 14351 -55087 18654 

Current Account Balance -7325 4529 -2737 -33086 -52290 82390 138674 59.049 

Capital Account Balance -3077 -7607 -8307 -740 -219 36498 23019 14869 

Private 2691 3850 -13612 -5889 -4768 -4479 -3756 -511 

Official (net) -5768 -11457 5304 5148 4550 40977 26776 14869 

Receipts 3628 1043 16965 79545 66447 93115 62695 30892 

Payments 9396 12500 11660 74397 61899 -52139 -35919 -16534 

Surplus (+) Deficit (-) on current capital -10402 -3077 -11044 -33827 52508 45892 -115534 -44180 

Errors and Omission -390 -2895 8643 22748 7403 29766 43728 394 

Arrears and Refinancing 8479 7962 1512 22464 55348 30041 56284 73185 

Monetary Institutions 2313 -1990 889 -11385 -10224 13918 15541 -29399 

Memo: Current account (as % of GDP) -4 1.5 -0.7 -6.9 -8.9 -12.5 -15.9 -6.3 

Source: Bank of Sierra Leone 
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Table 5.6/5.7 

Table 5.6: Exchange rates (LE/US$) and reserves (US$) (1990-1999) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Official Exchange rate 
(period average, mid-rate) 

148 294 499 571 606 754 921 982 1,563 1,818.1 

Parallel Exchange rate 
(Period average) 

180 348 535 590 589 852 957 1,221 1,838 2,399.8 

Gross International Reserves 4.8 3.4 19 26.6 40.6 35 26.8 38.4 45.04 37.6 

Gross International Reserves 
(in months of imports) 

0.3 0.2 1.5 2.4 3.3 3.6 1.7 5.7 (-) 5.7 

Source: EPRU, Ministry of Finance 

Table 5.7: Public debt and debt service (1990-1999) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Total External Debt (US$M) 1,192 1,249 1,265 1,346 1,392 1,124 1,152 1,147 1,142 1,211.0 

Stock of Domestic Public Debt (LeM) 10,642 16,140 16,508 18,164 24,311 26,007 43,500 82,597 118,223 231,66 

External Debt Services (US$M) 36.5 49.9 22 90.3 62.9 58.4 14.4 22.4 

6.3 18.6 9.7 58.2 54.6 29.8 36.2 8.6 
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Table 5.8/5.9 

Table 5.8: Memorandum items (1990-1999) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

GDP - Current Market Price 181,624 295,259 395,056 480,113 586,925 658,518 869,214 932,562 1,058,083 1,226,670 

Real GDP (annual growth rate in %) -2.2 -11.4 -5.3 5.6 5.6 -9.9 5.0 -19.9 0.7 -8.12 

Total Expenditure (% of GDP) 9.80 11.43 15.65 16.90 16.9 19.3 17.1 11.0 17.4 21.7 

Fiscal deficit on commitment basis 4.31 6.17 8.96 1.36 11.49 9.5 10.0 4.9 7.2 7.0 

Current Account Balance (% of GDP) (-5.5) (-5.3) (-6.7) (-5.5) (-5.2) -9.8 -7.1 -6.1 -10.2 -9.3 

Domestic Debt Fiscal Revenue (%) (-7.7) -8.4 11.7 11.4 (-6.2) -10.0 -11.2 -1.9 

135.8 88.5 46.7 33.3 36.0 42 50 182 154 153 

Debt Service/ Merchandise Export (%) 59.1 31.3 35.8 19.3 74.5 97.3 60.0 66.4 357 

Total External Debt/ GDP (%) 97.4 124.2 159.8 160.1 143.7 129 122 121 168 182 

Source: EPRU/MOF/BSL/CSO 
Up to 1994, reference year is fiscal year starting July, calendar year therefore. Denominator does not include services. 

Table 5.9: Net official development assistance (US$M) 

DESCRIPTION 1990 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Net ODA1,2 62.82 207.73 275.42 206.23 184.02 118.62 106.28 

Nat Financial Flows 1, 3 66.28 221.43 258.48 211.28 197.38 130.84 69.66 

ODA/GDP (%) 5.1% 24.7% 28.5% 23.6% 19.5% 12.5% 15.6% 

ODA/Population (US$) 15.71 48.3 62.6 45.7 42.8 26.8 23.4 

1. Source: African development Bank, selected Statistics on African countries 2000 
Notes: 2. ODA relates to grants or concessional loans undertaken by the Government to promote development or welfare. 

3. Refer to gross disbursement of ODA, other financial flows and private flows less any repayments of loan principal. 

1
9

2
 

W
om

en and M
en in Partnership for Post-Conflict Reconstruction 



Table 5.10/5.11 

Table 5.10: External assistance disbursement by type (US$ '000) 

Type of Assistance 1992 1993 1994 1995 Average % of Total 

Free-standing technical cooperation 21,948 27,706 30,414 29,918 27,247 17.94 

Investment-related technical cooperation 4,613 3,691 18,557 13,716 10,144 6.68 

Investment Project assistance 53,411 59,343 45,784 55,387 53,481 35.21 

Budgetary and/Balance of payments support 5,092 20,604 23,762 21,501 17,740 11.68 

Food 5,408 3,623 4,573 2,280 3,971 2.62 

Emergency and relief assistance 31,178 37,445 45,355 43,170 39,287 25.89 

Grand Total 121,650 152,412 168,445 164,972 151,870 100.00 

Source: Compiled from UNDP Development Cooperation Report (Sierra Leone) 

Table 5.11: Poverty indices for selected years 

Indicators 1994/95 1995/6 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 2000 

Infant mortality 133.2 132.0 169.0 164.0 164.0 170.0 

Maternal mortality 7.0 18.0 18.0 17.0 17.0 18.0 

Adult literacy rate 34.11 33.00 31.89 31.50 31.50 30.0 

Life expectancy 40.3 40.3 40.3 38.0 38.0 38.0 

GDP per capita 790.0 717.0 643.0 643.0 641.0 

Source: UNDP, Human Development Report, Various Issues. 
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Table 5.12/5.13 Table 5.12: Distribution of poverty by area, 1990 (per cent) 

Area Share of total 
population 

Poverty 
incidence 

Share of total 
number of 

poor people 

Rural 59.0 82.9 52.8 

Small town 30.1 59.5 21.4 

Large town 10.9 72.9 25.8 

National 100.0 75.3 100.0 

Source: Government of Sierra Leone. Central Statistics Office (CS0), 1995 

Table 5.12 above shows that the rural areas are poorer than the urban areas. Small townships, however, 
are relatively better off with a little over half of their populations categorised as poor. This is in contrast 
to the rural areas with over four-fifths of their population in that category. 

Table 5.13: Poverty indices by gender of head of household, 1989/90 

Gender of head 
of household 

Share of 
population 
(per cent) 

All poor Contribution to poverty Gender of head 
of household 

Share of 
population 
(per cent) P0 P1 P2 P0 P1 P2 

Male headed 97.7 0.817 0.587 0.489 97.8 98.0 97.9 

Female headed 2.3 0.761 0.551 0.459 2.2 2.0 2.1 

All 100.0 0.816 0.586 0.489 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: CSO (SHEHEA, 1989/90). 
P0 = Headcount P1 = Depth of Poverty P2 = Severity Index of Poverty 
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Table 5.14/5.15 Table 5.14: Poverty indices by occupation of household members 

Main occupation All poor Contribution to poverty 
PO P1 P2 P0 P1 P2 

Not applicable 0.827 0.594 0.498 55.5 56.3 56.6 

Professional/technical 0.851 0.660 0.569 2.4 2.7 2.8 

Administrative manager 0.831 0.592 0.499 0.3 0.3 0.3 

Clerical related 0.802 0.577 0.486 1.2 1.2 1.2 

Sales workers 0.827 0.622 0.534 13.5 14.3 14.7 

Service workers 0.802 0.617 0.531 2.5 2.7 2.8 

Agriculture/forestry 0.785 0.535 1.426 20.4 18.7 17.8 

Production/transportation 0.776 0.529 0.442 3.9 3.5 3.5 

Unclassified 0.780 0.610 0.537 0.2 0.3 0.3 

All Sierra Leone 0.816 0.586 0.489 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: CSO (SHEHEA, 1989/90). 

NB. Rows 1-6 have a headcount of over 80 per cent. Others have a headcount of over 70 per cent. 

P0 = Headcount P1 = Depth of Poverty P2 = Severity Index of Poverty 

Table 5.15: Estimates of selected support to the NRRP by institution and project 

Institution Programme/Project US$(000) 

IDA ERSF and elated Institutional Support 17.5 
TEPand Related Institutional Support 7.5 

AfDB Emergency Project (ERSF and related support) 12.24 
SAPA 6.5 

EC Resettlement and Rehabilitation Programme 11.5 
Emergency Agriculture Recovery 2.2 
Refugee Assistance 6.8 

US Govt. Food Aid (for Agriculture, Rehab and Nutrition) 16.4 
Non-food Aid (seeds, tools, etc.) 14.5 
OTI (Reconciliation and reintegration) 2.0 
African Bureau (child tracing and networking) 1.5 

UN UNDP (Trust Fund/Support to DDR) 0.6 
UNDP (Preventive Development Project) 2.5 
UNDP (Support to NCRRR) 0.75 
UNICEF (with VSG) 4.2 
WFP (Non-UNG Food Aid alone) 8.0 

UK/DfID Demobilisation and Reintegration 13.3 
Emergency Recovery 2.0 

IDB Emergency Recovery Programme 2.75 

GOSL Support to RRR 0.10 
RRR Sub Projects 0.25 

Source: CRRP Project Documents 
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Table 5.16 Table 5.16: Sierra Leone budget game results on policy priorities 

Western 
Area 

Northern 
Province 

Southern 
Province 

Eastern 
Province 

All Results 

Security 31.43 28.20 28.12 31.21 29.74 

Good governance 22.77 21.40 23.36 24.29 22.95 

Education 20.14 17.90 23.36 15.64 18.04 

Agriculture 13.68 14.63 18.48 15.63 15.61 

Health 11.98 17.87 11.56 3.22 13.66 

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Source: SPP Study, 2000. 
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