
PARTNERSHIP FOR PROGRESS 

The Commonwealth is an association of peo­

ples as much as it is of governments. This 

'people' link is partly maintained through 

the many voluntary bodies in member countries. It 

has long been recognised that these non-govern­

mental organisations (NGOs) are important, not 

only for national development and the quality of 

life in member countries but also for the promo­

tion of understanding and co-operation within the 

Commonwealth. 

In 1965, governments set up both the Commonwealth 

Secretariat and the Commonwealth Foundation-

the former to co-ordinate consultation and devel­

opment assistance at the official or government 

level, the latter to support and strengthen links 

among the voluntary professional, development, 

cultural and other bodies which make up the 'peo­

ple's' or 'unofficial' Commonwealth. The ties 

between the two organisations are close. 

Increasingly, it is being recognised that the deliv­

ery of development assistance cannot fall into neat 

government and non-government lines. Indeed, the 

involvement of NGOs with grassroots support is 

often crucial. It was to work more closely with 

these NGOs as partners in development that the 

Secretariat set up in mid-1993 a formal contact and 

co-ordination point, the NGO Desk. Through this 

point, relations with NGOs are harmonised, partic­

ularly in economic and social development at the 

local level. 

Between 1993 and 1995, many new partnership 

projects with NGOs were developed which have 

enhanced the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of 

Secretariat activities in a number of areas. In the 

majority of cases, especially those where grass­

roots NGOs were involved, the NGOs helped pro­

vide skills, specialised knowledge of the local situ­

ation and contacts in the community. Where activ­

ities involved co-operative work with other devel­

opment agencies or academic institutions, the 

presence of an NGO partner sometimes assisted in 

attracting extra funding from governments, the 

private sector and other sources. 

Through Commonwealth media NGOs, for exam­

ple, professional, technical and managerial train­

ing and advice is given to journalists and print and 

broadcast media organisations. Women's and 

youth NGOs have long been partners with 

Secretariat activities in their specialist areas. 

Appropriate NGOs are welcomed as observers at 

Commonwealth education and other ministerial 

meetings. In 1993, for the first time, 

Commonwealth NGOs were officially accredited 

to CHOGM where they held meetings and interact­

ed in the wings. 

Close co-operation between the Secretariat and 

the Commonwealth Foundation continues to 

ensure activities complement each other and 

duplication is avoided, and the Secretariat is rep­

resented on the Foundation's Board and Grants 

Committee meetings. 

The Secretariat has been represented at the quar­

terly meetings of the Organisation of 

Commonwealth Associations and roundtable dis­

cussions have been arranged with NGOs to 

address particular issues, such as co-operation 

regarding the newly established Commonwealth 

Secretariat Volunteer Scheme and the Iwokrama 

International Rainforest Programme. 

A number of other important links with the unoffi­

cial Commonwealth have been forged. For exam­

ple, the Secretariat worked closely with the 

Cambridge Commonwealth Trust in connection 

with the setting up of the Malaysian Commonwealth 

Studies Centre which was established in Cambridge, 

Britain, in March 1995. A Commission on Common­

wealth Studies has also been appointed to consider 

opportunities and facilities for the study of the 

Commonwealth with a view to promoting teaching 

and research of the association as it is today. 

H
U

M
A

N
 

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

 
D

E
V

E
L

O
P

M
E

N
T

 

9 3 



Sport an d Developmen t 
At the XV Commonwealth Game s in August 1994 , 

a grou p o f researcher s worke d t o identif y oppor -

tunities and barriers to Commonwealth wome n i n 

sport. Th e researcher s collecte d dat a fro m wome n 

competitors, thei r tea m manager s an d nationa l 

managers a t th e Games , whic h wer e hel d i n 

Victoria, Canada . Questionnaire s wer e distribute d 

to al l femal e competitors , eac h nationa l tea m 

manager an d t o nationa l delegation s a t th e 

Commonwealth Game s Genera l Assembly . Thei r 

report wi l l b e submitted to Head s of Governmen t 

at CHOG M 1995 . 

Their researc h was par t o f a  larger Commonwealt h 

initiative t o encourag e th e linkin g o f spor t wi t h 

wider developmenta l efforts . Althoug h spor t ha s 

been on e o f th e tradit iona l link s betwee n 

Commonwealth peoples , an d th e Game s ar e th e 

association's mos t publi c displa y o f fellowshi p 

and unity , i t wa s no t unti l 198 9 tha t Head s o f 

Government decide d t o explor e whethe r spor t 

might b e used i n a  more consisten t an d strategi c 

manner to reinforc e existing Commonwealth con -

nections an d to strengthe n development . 

A CHOG M Committe e o n Co-operatio n Throug h 

Sport wa s se t u p i n 1991 , chaired b y M r Justic e 

Roy McMurtry of Canada. Its brief was to recommen d 

ways t o strengthe n Commonwealt h spor t an d 

one o f it s mai n recommendation s ha s bee n tha t 

governments shoul d recognis e the importanc e o f 

sport i n nation-buildin g an d development . 

Secretariat activitie s reflectin g thi s committee' s 
recommendations bega n i n 1994 . The Secretariat' s 
objectives reflec t those o f the McMurtr y Committe e 
and als o broade r huma n resourc e developmen t 
goals fo r nationa l developmen t an d increasin g 
women's participatio n i n sport . D r Margare t 
Talbot, Carnegi e Professo r an d Hea d o f Spor t a t 
Leeds Metropolita n Universit y i n Britain , bega n 
research i n 199 4 into th e opportunitie s an d barri -
ers to Commonwealt h wome n i n sport . A  secon d 
project, o n researc h int o link s betwee n nationa l 
sports policies and development, is being planned . 

The McMurtr y Committe e keep s Commonwealt h 

co-operation i n this are a unde r regula r revie w an d 

reports to CHOG M on progress . I t prepared paper s 

on spor t an d developmen t fo r Commonwealt h 

Education Minister s wh o me t i n Islamabad , 

Pakistan, in November 1994 , and for Commonwealt h 

Youth Affair s Minister s i n Por t o f Spain , Trinidad 

and Tobago, in Ma y 1995 . 

Both ministeria l meeting s endorse d th e papers ' 

recommendations an d Yout h Affair s Minister s 

urged al l government s t o pres s fo r th e inclusio n 

of spor t an d physica l education , particularl y i f i t 

involved grassroots youth development, in bilatera l 

and multilatera l Officia l Developmen t Assistanc e 

programmes. 

The Secretaria t continue s t o buil d workin g 

relations wi t h sport s agencies , th e McMurtr y 

Committee, the Commonwealth Game s Federatio n 

and SUKO M Ninety-Eigh t Berhad , the Malaysia n 

organisation whic h i s responsibl e fo r organisin g 

the XV I Commonwealt h Game s i n Kual a Lumpu r 

in 1998 . Th e Secretary-Genera l attende d th e X V 

Commonwealth Game s which involve d ove r 3,50 0 

competitors an d officials . 

Nigeria's Mary Onyali  at  the 
1994 Commonwealth Games 
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