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ADVANCING FUNDAMENTA L VALUE S

he collective commitment of the Commonwealth
to the promotion of fundamental values has
further deepene d since the Commonwealt h

Headso f Governmen t Meetin g (CHOGM )i n

Limassol, Cyprus ,in 1993 .

Midway throug hth elas t

decade o f the 20t h century ,

member countrie s are plac-

ing mor e emphasi stha n

ever before on the valueof

democracy an d democrati ¢

processes, the promotion o f

sustainable development and

the alleviatio no f poverty ,

fundamental huma n right s

in all their aspects, the rul e

of law, independence o f the

government. Thes e ar e th e
pillars of good governance.

The roots o f the Commonwealth commitmen tt o
these values lie in the Declaration of Commonwealth
Principles issue db y Head so f Governmen ti n
Singapore in 1971 . This Declaration affirme d mem -
bers' belief in peace, prosperity, liberty and equality
for all, and in the benefits of international co-oper -
ation. Twent y year s later , a t Harare , Head so f
Government, in considering the role and priorities of
the associatio n int o th e nex t century , reaffirme d
these and other principles in another seminal state -
ment, the Harare Commonwealth Declaration, and
attached grea t importanc e t o th e promotio no f

Commonwealth fundamental values .

The Commonwealth is particularly suited to advance
these values. In most member countries, the tra -
ditions o f parliamentary democracy , accountabl e
administration an d respec t fo r huma nrights ar e
already wel 1 established . Commo n tradition s an d
institutions, particularly in governments, parliaments
and th e judiciary , facilitat e usefu 1 exchang eo f
experiences an d enabl e swif t respons e to request s

for Commonwealth assistance .

The Commonwealth places greater emphasis on
judiciary, and just and honest jomocracy, development, rights and the rule of law

The Commonwealth Secretariat's approach to the
promotion o f these values has been an integrate d
one whic h reflect s a multi-sectoral concer n wit h
political, economic, social and cultural dimensions .
This approach was furthe r
strengthened b y Headso f
Government who ,a tth e
Cyprus CHOGM, stressed the
importance o f maintainin g
the balanc e betwee nth e
promotion o f fundamenta 1
political value s an d socia 1
and developmenta 1 consid -
erations. I n endorsin g th e
1993 Vienn a Declaratio n
on huma nrights ,the y
affirmed tha t human right s
were universal , indivisibl e
and interrelated ,an d
declared that democracy, development, and respect
for al 1 huma n right s an d fundamenta 1 freedom s

were interdependent an d mutually reinforcing .

In a neffor tt oexplor eho wbes tt odevelo pa

Commonwealth agenda which holistically promotes
development, huma n right s an d democracy , th e
Secretariat organise d tw o workshops ,on ea t
Windhoek, Namibia , fo r Souther n Afric ai nJuly
1994, an d the otherat Colombo, SriLanka,ona
pan-Commonwealth basi si nJun e 1995 . Thes e
brought togethe r representative s o f governmen t
and civi 1societ y fro m variou s part so fth e
Commonwealth t o discus s thei r mutua I role sin

such an agenda.

The Secretariat is seeking to reflect this integrated,
multi-sectoral agenda of democracy, human rights
and developmen ti nal lit s politica I an d socio -

economic activities .

Membership and
Fundamental Value s

At Cyprus , Head so f Governmen t considere d
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