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Memorandum B y The Government O f Lesoth o 

Crime is terribly increasing not only in the Common-
wealth countrie s bu t i n th e worl d a t large . I t i s 
increasing i n the company offices , o n buildin g site s 
and industria l complexes . Ther e i s indeed, a  ris e in 
the offences committe d withi n and agains t bureauc -
racies a s increasing publi c resource s ar e devote d t o 
development schemes , to agricultural o r commercia l 
subsidies. 

Murders, armed robberies and rapes are alarming, 
dramatic an d ofte n highl y visible . These have to be 
prevented or vigorously investigated and prosecuted . 
But in terms of permanent damage to an economy or 
to th e income s an d futur e welfar e o f a  population , 
white collar and corporate crime are probably much 
more serious . Ye t corruption , illega l pric e fixing , 
fraud i n trad e practice s ca n fue l inflation , lea d t o 
unemployment, impoveris h larg e numbers of peopl e 
on fixed incomes . 

The law, the police and the courts are geared to the 
more conventional types of offending an d are usually 
quite incapabl e o f dealin g wit h thi s ne w challenge . 
The police are totally inadequate to deal with compli-
cated malpractice s hidde n awa y i n dovetailin g 
companies and such obtuse accounts that an army of 
chartered accountants would find difficulty i n under-
standing, le t alone prosecuting. 

When currency movement s an d th e operations of 
multi-national corporation s ar e brough t int o thi s 
picture and the armies of lawyer s mobilised on both 
sides, i t i s obviou s tha t crimina l justic e service s i n 
many commonwealt h countrie s ar e face d wit h a 
serious challenge to thei r driv e and ingenuity . Thu s 
to tackle the problem realisticall y mean s no t onl y a 
revamping o f th e crimina l justic e system , bu t a  re-
appraisal o f busines s an d bureaucrac y i n term s o f 
crime prevention. 

It is therefore important to recognise this burgeon-
ing o f commercia l an d economi c crim e fo r th e 
menace which i t i s to the economy generally and to 
low incom e consumers , an d taxpayers . I t i s equally 
important t o initiate action o n severa l front s wit h a 
view t o understandin g th e proble m bette r an d re -
tooling th e conventiona l crimina l justice service s to 
deal with it . 

The directio n whic h suc h actio n ma y take , i s t o 
pool knowledg e an d initiat e furthe r studies . 
Economic analyse s o f th e extent , th e cos t an d th e 
impact o f thi s typ e o f crim e ar e urgentl y required ; 
but the legal studies of the problems involved in deal-
ing with the subject and,  in particular investigation s 
of th e pas t defect s o f la w an d la w enforcemen t i n 
relation to major prosecution s would be useful. I t is 
important to know how offences aros e at what levels 
in the company organisation, and how responsibility 
was shared. 

There i s a need fo r knowledg e o f th e commercia l 
and economi c crim e t o b e brough t int o trainin g 
courses, no t onl y fo r police , lawyer s magistrate s o r 
judges, bu t als o int o trainin g course s fo r busines s 
and management , fo r accountant s an d executives. 

It i s clea r tha t suc h offence s ar e beyon d th e 
capacity o f existin g polic e structures . A n educatio n 
in economics, law, banking, accountancy and in the 
way t o conduc t investigation s int o highl y sophisti -
cated an d legall y advise d enterprise s ar e obviousl y 
necessary. Team s o f skille d specialis t investigator s 
will b e require d t o successfull y investigat e an d 
prosecute economic offenders . 

We endorse the views expressed by Dr. Barry Rider 
in hi s paper . Ther e i s a  nee d t o reduc e crimina l 
activity in this area. The law enforcement authoritie s 
should gai n groun d i n th e struggl e t o protec t th e 
interests of the international community . 
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